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The Language problem of
Modern India.
(By C- F. Andrews )

A pamphlet written some time ago by Pundib
Jawaharlal Nehru when he was president of ihe
Congress bas stimulated me to wrte on the langusge
problem of modern Indis, s 1t has been brought before me
doring half & hie of residence su that couniry In the
following mrticles, I propose tocariy the subject one step
farther from iy own expenence

The pamphlet I hase referred to rightly asserts that
the langunge problem of India 1s by no means as dsfcult
#s peaple have been led to 1magine India 15 a contmnent,
as bz aa the whole of Western Lurope, yet st 18 wonderful
to find ont by actusl experienee Fow very seldom human
intercourse 18 blocked 1n any province by the mere obstacle
of language Indeed, all the c nstant steration by
Turopesn writers, about there being ‘over a hundred and
forty different langusges 10 India’, 18 not only wrone 1n
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fa.t, but also very misleading Indeed, 1t 18 often intended
to prove that India can never be o Nation Yot the fiuth
18 just the oposite For the mamn Indian languages (as
contrasted with dinlects) are few 1n namber The one sharp

dinision of common speech 18 between the northern and
tho southern gioup There 18 also a further difficulty 1n
the north, with which the present articles will chiefly desl
Two great religious cultures, Hindwsm and Islam, stretch-
g back for many centuries, have to be carefully considered
side by side, for they carry different language problems
with them™ The Hindu naturally looks back to his own
scuptures, written and recited in Sanskrit  This ancient
classical speech stands behind a whole series of Indian
languages 1 the north such as Bengali, Hindi, Maharaths,
Gujaratt ete The Mushum, on the other hand, naturally
locks bach to his own scriptures which are written and
recited 1n Arabic This Arabic classical language of the Holy
Quoran influenced Persian, Pushta, Urdu, and to s lesser

extent the common speech of Sind It has also inflaenced
their seript

WWhen I retuined to Indin last year I was somewhat
distressed to find that a controversy has arisen as to the
wlluensa and expanwan of thesr Lo nerthern gronps whidk
have Hindi and Urdu as their background It has been
agreat relef to me to see that the great unwisdom of
quarrelling over sach an academic question has now been

widch recogmsed  Lhe whole matter may at last be dis-

cussed witholit any angry feelings being roused
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The Language problem of
Modern India.
(By OC. F. Andreus )

A pemphlet wnitten some time age by DPaodit
Jawaharlal Nehra shen he was president of the
Congress has stimulsted me to write op the language

problem of modern India, as it has been brought before me
duriog halt a hfe of residence in that country Inthe
following articles, 1 propose to carry the snbject one step
further from 1y own expencnte
The pamphiet X have referred to rghtly nsserts that
the language problem of Indiz 18 by no means as difkenlt
as people have been led to smagine  Indim 18 & contment,
58 biz as the whole of Western Lurope, yet 1t 18 wonderful
to find out by actual expericnec tow very scldom human
1mtercourse 18 blocked i any province by the mero olstacle
) anuage Indecd, ol the < nstani teration by
Jpean writers, abouat there Leing “over o hundred and

(orty different longusges 1o India’, 14 tiot only wrong in
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fat, but also very misleading Indeed, 1t 15 often intended
to prove that India can never be a Nation ¥xt the truth
18 Just the oposmte T'or the msim Indian languages (as
contrasted with dialects) are few in number The one sharp
division of common speech 18 between the northern and
the southern group There 18 also a further difheulty
the north, with which the present articles will chiefly deal
Tweo great religious cultures, Hindwism and Islam, stretch-
1w0g bach for many centuries have to be carefully considered
side by side, for they carry different language problems
with them™ The Hindn naturally looks back to his own
scriptures  written and recited in Sansknit T his ancient
classical speech stands behind a whole series of Indian
languages 1n the north suck as Bengal;, Hindi, Maharathi,
Gujarati etc The Mushm, on the other hand, naturally
looks back to his own scriptmes which are wntten and
rectted 1n Arabic This Arabic classical language of the Holy
Quoran mfluenced Peigian, Pushta, Urdu, and to a lesser

extent the common speech of Sind It has also influenced
therr seript

When I retwined to India last year I wans someschat
distressed to find that o controversy has arisen as to the
ntfuence and expansion of these two northern groups which
have Hmdi and Urda as their background It has been
o great vel of to me to sec that the great unwisdom of
quarreling over such an scademie question hes now been
widely recogmised The whale matter may at last be dis
cussed withobt any angry feelings being roused
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and IIndt 18 a Ihinde language  Uidu has nothing to do
with Islam  Infict, 1t wae tho llindi TCinance Mimster
of Albar tbat founded and put into nse Urdu Iiven
ta day sn the Punjab Urdu 18 used both by Hindusand
Mushms In whatever scniptit 1s written, Iindustham
18 the language of India as sts very namo imphes Therefore,
all amtation in regard to this 1s based on nmusconception”,

After Dr P, Suboatayan, T'ducation  Muster, had
replicd to the debate the demand was pul {o the vote of the
Tause and carried —United Dress

( Amnta Bazar Patriba- 1938 )

fos M2 ot Bed® oudadl ws Rz WA aad o ey
o) geltwerm wmk avm Y D G o O oz Aedee
F Dt WA Pieed Fen 203 oEm Regadtd ol G fen

B 9% oWy MR Y D @ o o oy
APEIX XX

Presding over the huge gathering at the Tilakl ghat
organised in support of the Madras Govts decizion to
mtroduce  Hind:i 1n Secondary schools the Honble Mr
Rajegoepalachanar, the prime minister, declared, “Both the
houses of Madras legislature have after full consderation
decided wn favour of introducing Hindustam: andif we
shurk our duty to tianslate the verdict We do not deserve
our plice in the Government X x x

(Calcutta Find: Club Bulletin September 1938 )
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Hindi— Common Language of India.
Dr. Rajan’s Address at Mysore.
he Hon Dr T 8 8 Rajan, Manister for public
Health, Madras Government, presided over the
prize distribution function beld hure wn connection with the
Summer Cawp for Hindy ot the Towwn Hall
gathering of ladies and gentleman was present
Tho Hon-Dr T S S Rajan, i the course of ns
speech, observed that nowadays there were summer classes

A large

for vaugus activities 1o hife, ike summer classes for_rural

education work, for physical education and for music,
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Hindi— Common Language of Indja,

Dr. Rajan’s Address at Mysore.

The Hon D: T € 8 Raopun,

Minister for
Health, Madias Government, bublig

+ Presided oyep the
prize distribution function held here in connection the
Summer Camp for Hindr at the Town Hali Jar
gathering of ladies and gentleman wag present ge
The Hon-Dr T 8 8 Rajan, m gy, consse of
speech, observed that nowadays theic wore Summae ol 13
for various activibies 1 life, ke summey classas or Sses
cducation work, for physical cducatigy d fo . rural

Wusge,



o7 fERig=!

and he nught add to thus hst the summer clas e» for Hindy,
He did not hnow of sum._zer was the season specially suited
for the Indians for acqumtion of Lnowledge The.e
achivities were, he added, iadication of an awaleping of
National Iife throughout the length and breadth of the
country while oficialdom tooh rest, public hfe and
nationalist  sought vamous avenumes of self expression
One =<uch activity which bore the stamp of a national
character was this summer course for Hind:

I was ratber strange, Dr Rajan continued, that he
should address> a Kanarese audience o a foreign lapguage
But that seemcd mewitable They mnght be intercsted
to Loow, ke said, that the Government of Madras kad inade
the stady cf Hind: compulsory 1o three forms of the uuddle-
classes Somelune ago, a carious questionnaire was raised
10 one of the papers, not very friendly to Hund: movement,
to the effect as to how mapy of the Mimisters in the
Government of Madras hpew Hindi Leogzie would have
1t that the Gowernment tbat had forced Hind: on a
popalation  throogh their schools shoald themselves Le
conversant with the language which they were muposing
upon the people But thus logic was one which none of

thetn l).\oug/h& worthy of any atiention Now everjonc
Lnew that the Hindi movement wasin 1ts infancy and the

very fact that the 3inisters themselves were not quite con

versant with that language shonld how much they fzlt the
necessity for learning that language By so dougg, thes
had indicated to the futare citizens of the country that the
common language of India would hercafter be Hizdior
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Hindustam  One of the baste structures 1 o nabionahisiic
endeavour was & common langugge which should be
understood by the people of the country from one end
to the other That was the fundamental principle on which
the Iliodustam movement was based ~

Dr Rajnu, continuing, observed that language was the
expression of thought and even ammals, birds-and all
created beiogs would find their own labguage lhe
speaker explatned now this language had diveloped 1 a
particuliwr mauner and according to cenviionments He
also explained how the labguage of the eye was moie
powerfull than even words, parbicularly when the eyes of
two lovers met

Proceeding, Dr Rajwn, mvited the attention of the
people to the fact thak 1n a country which was myeh smaller
than four distuicts of Mysore (Switzerland), fom different
langnages were bemng spoken and taught In modern
education, one who hpew wmore than one lapguage was
consideired to be g thoioughly educated gnd cultured man
In Cngland, they would find that Gieeh, Latin gpg
Geiman were being taught in all the schools Inuw swmall
country ihe Denmark ehildren were obliged to legrn thies
Ianguages  Another fundemental principle,
would call theiwr attention, was that language @
the sume type or pattein as it was onginally ¢
vould find proof of thus in any of the Jap
country like either Taml
Lhe Tatul of to day was ol

t0 whicl he
1d 10t reian
ramed They ,
Suages of thus
or Lanaada or even Dnghsh
t the Tamy language of five
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hundred years ago  The Lnglish that every one of them
spoke and wrote was not the Enghsh of five hundred years
ago

Dr Rajan emphaslsed that langaage grew along with
mapnkind One could easily find out the process of absorp-
tion and developments tabing place 1n the langaages of the
world No man or woman with commeon sense could say
that hus or her language was pure or perfect Therefore,
3t was that the siudy of lapguages was 1nleresting and o a
way 1t was an index of human progress Talkang the hustary
of Mysore State and the languages sponken here, the Hon
Dr Rajan sad that, if Kannada did not absorb in itself all
those new features which one saw all round then that lan-
guage would cease to becomea progerssive ome It was
from this pomt of view that the spesches looked upon this
Hinduostant movement, consonant with the spimt of
natiopalism developing as comperhensive All India move-
ment, consonant with the spirit of nationahsm developing
1 this country

T£ Mysore showed this eagerness for the study of Huo-
dustan:, Pr Rsjan continued, he sawin it the destre of
the people of this State to sharein the full national hfe of
the country Yesterday 1t was a pleasure for hum to

witness the proceedings of the Repersentative Assembly
which wete conducted o their mother tongae  Although
-the session began imall form with Tinglish language, 1t
was 1ndeed a great pleasare for hum to see that, after the
first performance was over, the whole Assembly weat bach
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LoA;hu ‘lap of the mother and revelled stself in the language

of 1ts mother,

lentinuing, Dr. Rajan said L heard your 1llustrious
Dewan Sit Yarza M Ismail's address to the members of
the Representative "Assembly. It was a pleasure for me to
sea that the 1des of Federated India appeated to the Dewan
1n sach enthusiastic mapner Such energy and entbusia-
sism for the Federation of this contry 1s certninly justified
n the State of Mysore DBut I may tell you that tha langu-
nge of the Iederntion 19 going to be one that every ome
can understand and 1t cannot be esther Kannada or Taml
or even Englsh, but 1t 19 going to be Hindustans, Imagine
the phight of Mysore Counciilors procecding to the Imperial
capital at Dellu and tiying to understand the proceedings
and partieipating in of following them  You may tale 1t
from me that the languags of the Federal Assembly which
will be the real Assembly of tho nationalistic elements of
cur country shall be Hindustam: and no other language ”

The Hon Dr Rajan, contitnmpg observed that, when
he su1d these things 1t should not mean ke did not like
the Lnghsh langusge at all  In fact, he studided Enghsh
cven at the neglect of his own mother tongue, and even at
the neglect of Hindustam which he was preaching go
loudly Hjsideas of umity, nationzlism and patriotism
were all derived from the stady of the Tinglish langnage
e was thanhful to that language to that extent But he
1efased to recognise 1t as his mother tongue, not only of
tus province but also of the whole of Indin  “Ttis the
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Innguase of my bondage”, he said S herefore I feel small
that my country 1s still hunniiated I feel that the peeple
of this land are stil bumiltated and I shall fcel bunnliated
until the country is able to espress its thoughts 1n s own
mother tongue Therefore, while talking of the language,

1t has become incumbent on every eitizen to study the fan-
guage of not only of this proviuce but the whole country
to which he belongs  That1s why I feel so pleased to <ee
s0 mny boys and Jirls taking part in these achvitips—more
girls than boys 1n this national endeavour A few days
ago speaking to women of Mysore, I laid great emphasis
on the efforts made by women towards the national re

generation of tius land and if our women would take to the
mother tengue also, I am preby certan of the future of

ilus country ’
Dr Rsjan farther suggested that men should be elecied

to the \jysore Representative Assembly and women of
Alysore shoald go as representatives to the T'ederal Central
Assembly  XTe was perfectly cectam that their women folh
could give a good account of themselves 1f not betier than
men 1n these assemblies  He bad always this feeling that
the national re construction worh 1n India to day would
havs hed a better future and a more sustaimaog future of
only the movement had been entirely 1n the hands of
women of the country Then there would less of falk less
of difterenca of opimon less efinsion and nese and there
wonld be plenly of constructive effort He was very glad
to find a {riendly and sympathetic atmosphere in Mysore
for the stndy of Hindustam  Fortunately no political
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conflict had been brought into thus national reconstruction
effort Il the Government of Mysore were waiting for
mdication of the popularity of Hindustan: in this prowiace,
they might rest assured that thia eveming's function of the
Hind: Prachar Sabba of Mysore would show that people
as a class, wen and women, desired to study this language
1f Mysore wanted to participate in the Federation of India,
this State must reshise the migmficance of this language,
namely, a knowledge of Hinduostan: being as much a qual.
fication for Federation as any other poltical qualification,
If Mysore could aspira for s seat in the Counails of the
Indiap nation, if she should bhave representation in all
those educational and academuc endeavours of Indian
nation, this State would soon find the knowledge of
Hindustan: an absolute necessity, for not only to Myaore
but for all parts of this land which had not got Hindustam
ag1ts common langnage If they wanted any evidenceas
t0 why Hindustam should be preferred to other languages,
he wounld only ask them to go a hittle to the north of Mysore
and there they would find that s masjority of the people
apohe this language mn one form or another and that 1t was
eanily understood by alarge number of people frow the
Himalayas o Cape Comorin
Continung Dr Bajan smd that he did not say that
Haindustan: would ever take the place of the mother-tongue,
but what he wonld emphasige was that 1t would be the
language of wnter-provincial communication, the language
of Indian Nationalism It would be the lapguage, as 1t
was to-day, of two great Iimbs of the Indisn race—thae

R
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Hindua ond the Moshm  Therefore, if there wasa langn-
age that could claim to be called the common language for
India, and f anyone was sshed nbout the one languags
that all could anderstand then 1t must be the proud
privilege of every Indian to say 1t was Hindastam
Continming the Hon Dr Rajan ponted out that
emancipation of India was not entirely a pohiticat gquestion,
he believed that Indis bas & nationa! culture and tradition
which she had, yet to give to the world The basic enlt of
love, of free thought, and of free mterpretation constitated
a rich hentage of the Indwisnnation India had never shat
oat the refugees who swarmed here ages ago The standmg
hustone symbol of the Indian genero~dy was the large
Persian rece tn India Mohamadens of Arabia Tarkistan
and Persita khad come and settled down 1o this land as
brothers and the Indisn civilizatron had thus got the
benefit of the impect of Islamuc calture The pretecated
Jews of Europe were now enjoying fndm the hospitahty
which has denied to them in many parts of the civilsed
world Indians might bave lost thewr political freedom
might have been enslaved for centuries and might be
physically powerless But this broad and mational sentiment
of hospitality was always there, 1 tune with the sunple
1deals of her people  All these great thoughts and hving
gentiments had got to be transmitied to other nations of the
world, Were they gomng to giveit, Dr Rajan asked o
about 150 different langoages or were they going fo give
1% 30 one laguage of the entire mation)} The answer wag
they wonld do so only through Hindastan:
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Viewed from any pownt of view, pohtical, educational,
national, Dr Rajan concluded, they would find the claun
for spreading Hindustsm langusge 1n  tins country was one
that no sanc man could dispute Ile then congratulated
the Hindi Prachar Sabba on the successful work they
had been carrying on snd also thu, Mysore Government
fob the encouragement they wers giving for the study of
Hindy, aud expressed the hope that he was looking for-
ward to the day when 1t would be made & compulsory stady
1o all the schools of the State

Alr Amble Subramaenia Asyar propoesed a vote of thanks
and the function concluded
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INTER-CHANGE OF THOUGHTS
Provinces Urged To Adopt Roman Scrip

Dc S P Mookherjeo, Mimster for Industries and
Supplics, Government of India, addressing a hiterary con-
ference orgamised by the Bengal residents of New Delb:
this eveming, congratulated the West Bepgal Government
on adopting Bengalias the Court Language of the Province
Dr DMookherjee also urged oiher Provincial Governments
to encourage the development of their respective Provincial
languages and suggested introduction of Roman seript for
the purposeof inter changing India’s thoughts and culture
with foreign countries

“Though every Indian should learn to speak in Hmd1",
Dr DMookherjee suid, he must not disregerd bis own

Provincial language and should try to enrich it x x x
(Amrit Bazar Patrika, Nov 23rd 1947)
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Bansaras, Nov 7, "17. I1f the Constituent Assembly of
India does not recognise Hind: as a nationsal language and
Nagri a8 the national senpt of the coualry the country
wll have to fight the comung election on this very 1ssue as
was m JIreland The revered Mshatma Gandhi, the
supreme leader of our country, 1s defimtely domg a great
disservice to the Nation by presching Hindustami among
the people 1 spite of 1fs baving a poor hterature and lack
of national ontlook Thus observed 8rn Viyogs Ham, o
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veteran Flind: scholar arfd the president of ths Al Indna

Hindi Sahityn Sammelan, while addressing a hogo
gathering at the Nagm Pracharpi Sabha Hall recently
Pandit Ram Nargim Misra presided

Sr1 Vigoz: Han farther added that Hindi has got a rich
Literature with a hiberal outlooh It beheves in internation-
ahem, on the contrary Urdu hterature lacks in these
qualities It will bo no exaggeration if we call Hindias
the mother language and Uidu ite daughter Itis wrong
to say that it 15 the fangnage of the Hindus bub 1t 1 spoken
and understood by the majority of our countrymen

The Tinglish knowing public of our country takes great
pnde 1n boasting the Enghish journahists and the foresgn
men of letters and raimng memorials in thewr honour
thangh our Hindi 8cholara and Indian jonrnahsts have in
no way less contributed to the uphftment of our society
ond have always suffered a great deal for the imancipation
of our country and man kind DBut these days ars not far
off when their services will also be recogmised by our
country and they will not have to suffer with nferiomty
complex before the political leaders of the country

Appealing to the political leaders of the country he
said that they should accept Ilmndr the Nationul lapgusge
and Nagri as the National seript of our country and reheve
the Nagri Pracharim Sabbe, Hindy Sahitya Sammelan and
other similar organisations from enlisting sapport for
placing Hind: langnage on the citadel of the natwonal

LAY
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language and  allow them to do their best to eurich the

Hinadi language.
In the end he comp]zmented the Nagr: Pracharm Sabha
and 1ts orgomizers for the great service which they

rendered to the cause of Hindi Literature and ifs Ianguage
{ Lieader )
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The place of Hindi in our Nation Bwlding
HEY say 10 this nge power rests upon crgamsation
Iins is what wo nctually sce in the cast na well a8 10

the west that the aorgansation of the varous resources of
& country 1nto o echid nation 18 sndeed the real acquirement
of great power

But doos 1t happen hks a freal of nalure or it nceds
and presupposes certain preparations to coffect this huge
task ? Tlis really depends upon the various needs and
capscitics of the vanoua people And 1t ;s just possible
that 51l tho ways of orgamising the onp pation 1may not be
the same aa that of the other, yetnspite of all dissimila-
rities there does exist o common need which s felt every
where 1o matters of such organisations One of such
unperative needs 18 the need of a national lapguage To-
day f organized power s the end of & nation, s langusge
18 the requisite means to attain it Because 14 has its man
stay a4 the wadest spread of education which—be 1t of any
tind —alwnays needs o language for 1t So also without
mutuat inter chanze of ideas which again needs a common
Inpgoage, no orgamsation 1s posslble Leaviog apart the
question of hterature and culture as Dr Tagore said the
other day "'we do neced ocoe conuwon language to carry on
inter provincial tradeand country-wide pohtical propa-
gaonda ' Surely no sane person can afford to doubt it
Pat sometimes people do not seem 1o be quite definite as
to which should be tha common language for our country
7n this respect the bmlders of our Indian natiop and a very
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largo majonty of 1ts people bave already made up ther
munds, nnd their decision 151n no way partial mnor 18 1t
based on nny inequitable and unjust clnims of a language
which 18 not fully equipped to its task  As a matter of fact
oalv that langunge can claim this rare hanour, which s
spoken by the very large majority of its people, which 1s
potent enough to convey even the highest thoughts to the
farthest masses with their due digmity and whach 1s so
sumple ns may be learnt by the people without much
difficulty

‘Lhere was a time when practically all the important
vernaculars of India had stepped mto the arena of competi-
fion to be recognized as the natiomsl language for India
When one clmmed this honour on its mert of being very
vigorous the other had to put forth 1ts clauns on bemng
exceptionolly soft ind musical The third cinimed to have
produced the greatest man of the world; and the fourth
boasted of having the moat powerful political agitator And
besides they had all thewr notwons of untraced anbiquity.
But graduelly the times changed and the truth came to
light In matters of antiquity and gencral utility all had
to acknowledge the superior claimus of their elder sister
Hind1

Even to-day sometimes we hear the voice that disclaims
the mghts of Hindi, 1815 the language of the Hindus, and
a8 such upacceptable to the Mahomedans, who on their
part are looking to the day when they shall see ‘Trdu’

recogmized as the nutional langusge One cannot really
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help feeling pamn and surprise atit Those who propose
thig, they do not seem to think for s moment that if Hind:
is the language of the Hindus, whom does this language
‘Urdu’ belong to? Although 1t 18 not possible for me to
trace here the history of suck a language as Urdm, yet I

feel 1t necessary to discuss some of the very important
aspects of it. Truly speaking the difference of one language
from the other does not merely consist i 1its difference of
vocabalary . rather it depends more on the difference of
their grammatical structure. If we study Urdu from this
pomt of view 1t does not take us long to see that it 1s1n no
way closer to Arabic or Persian execept in matters of
vocabulary, Its grammatical structore was moulded
sbsolutely into the caste of Hindi Kbarboli from 1ts very
inception. Sometimes we see people making some vain
attempts of remoulding 1t into the uncommon ways of
Persian. Bot such atterspts make the language merely
unnatural and clumsy. Urdu reached 165 highest pitch at
the hands of Irsha, Dagh, Meer and Ghalb Their style,
though 1t bad a copious flow of Arabic and Persizn ex-
pressions and words 10 1t, yet it enjoyed & peeuliar natural-
ness and homely charm Because in thewr wntings they
were bringing 1t nearer to the language of the people which
was 10 1ts own turn being enormously enrniched by adoptiog
new words and phrases of « deeper weamings  Their

language differed from Hind: 1o no other way except in
vocabullary sad wa can very well call 1t the Hindi as used
by the Mahomedans and in fact 1t was nothing else but
Hindi. On account of pohtical bitterness, we have lost the
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bslanco of our wiewpont, but the task of making a nation
and orgamsiog 1t 18 much too vast and wide to allow a
narrow and prejudicial perspective  Lven tho present
occasion compels us to think over these matters with a
clearer and more generous point of view.

The languages of the different parts of our country have
always differed from ome another but every page of our
history will bear 1t out that with all their dilferences, the
language of the ‘Brahmawart’ which has ever been the
centre of Arysn cnlturs and civibsation, had always been
the most effective and of the widest influence In the age
of Praknt and Apabhramsha if ‘Ghour sem’ had its day,
dunng the Mughal rule again—FPersian the language of the
ralers had 1its spring time to flourish 1 this part, and then
to get 1tself transformed 1nto Kharibol: Hindi—the speech
of this very area Lven {o day Hindi the language of this
part of the country is the most popular and effective

A thousend years hence Hindi took its first shope
that part of our country, which has ever been proud of .
being the nursery of the Aryan culture at 1ts highest pitch
and where the Aryan flowed aloft their banners of immortal
glory Once f 1t instilled the feehng of pious devotion
through the pen of Sur, Tulsi and Mira of course 1t did
not fail mn the efforts of Chand, Jagomk, Bhushan and Lall
to wake up the fast sleeping nation  If there was Ehusaru
to tickle us from time to time we also find Kabur, Malogk
and Dadu to show us the hght of learning and knowledge
and Rshim, Girdhar and Tosh to ill our lives with new
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and mvaloable experiences At one moment we are amased
a% the simple folk sagacity of ‘Ghagh’ and ‘Bhaddar:,’ then
at another we mse to the feeling of admiration to lock at
the marvellous Iove paintings of Deva, Bihar: and Raskhan.
So much of variety painted with such a skill 10 one lan-
guage does :ndeed speak of 1ts wonderful posab lities and
potentialifies That language which can display 50 much
of vigour, so much of tender softness and so much of
sobriety 1o 1t ; that which 1s capable of expressing an ordi-
nary every-day thought as well as a grave sentiment with
1ts equal dexterity 15 indeed a langnage to be reckoned as

most effective and powerful for ali times

To consider the national recognmition as a mere emblem
Because such a recognition

of honour will be a mistake.
As has

always presupposes the capacity of a great service.
been sud sbove Hinda s the Janguage of that vast mult-
tude of people which has spread itself from the Punjab fo
Bihar and up to Jahakoshal, Malwa, Central Provinces
and Central Indiz iz the South Even 1n the other
provinces, where different languages are spoken people of
these parts have gone there to settle in large mumbers.
Thus automatically Hind: has found 1its entrance there It
18 also a remarkable fact that people of nun-Hmdl-speakmg
provinces adopt Hind: much more easily than any other
fanguage Probably because Hindt being the lsogasge of
the Brahmawart 19 the nearest to the Sapshkeit, and hence
automatically i1t comes very much nearer to the varions
vernaculars of India inosmuch as they bear a very close
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afhimty to Sansknt DMoreover Hindi 18 gifted with an
1pnate adaptability with which 1t assumilates 1n 1t any other
dialect or speech without much difficulty This tendenay
of Hind1 has ever added to itsinherent richness KEven
from the ancient times 1t has kept 1ts policy qmite hberal
1n matters of give and take Not only that 1f has inhented
the rich vocabulary of Sanshnt but also 1t has not failed to
accept foreign words and phrases most freely and copiously

Any phrase or any 1diom of any homogeneaus language if

1t was worth tahing was freely adopted by Hindi as 1ts own

and for all times Tt 1s probably for this reason that even

a person from the non Hindi speaking area does not feel
much difficulty 1n uoderstanding Hindi or for the matber
of that m expressing himself 1n Hindi 1n which he 1nvaniab-
iy finds & nuraber of words and pharases of his own
languege present The greatest proof of the exceptional
populanity of Hindi we find n the South where people

speak non-Inde-Aryan languages Those of us, who are

fannlar with the spread of Hind: movement in the Sonth,
they know that within nearly ten jears fifteen laes of

\ladrasees have learnt Hindt and they are most anxions

to recogmize Hind) as the national language of India

To-day the population of those who understand Hindr
1w 758 per cent and of those who actually speah 1t 1s

686 percent Apart from the question of a very high

percentage of the speakersof a language the other test of

its greatness 18 the quality of ts literature From thig

point of view Ichall make an effort to show that Hind:
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Literature, from 1its very iocephion has been awaiting the
formation of our great nation * and 1n1ls own way 1t has
been strengthening the varous section of omr nation to
falfill 1ts strong orgamization Although we do not aim at
repeating the entire history of Hindi literature, yet to
suppress some of the most relevant and sigmificant
contributions of Hindi towards 1t will be an unpardonable
omssion Those early efforts we might call the first steps
towards that great movement

Those of us who have studied the various Raso# of
Hind: hterature they will bear the testimony as to how
much they are full of the vigorous appeal to umte against
the foreign invaders At places they are chequered with
the most touching appesls of love and devofion for their
motherland and their hige sense of patriotism seems to be
touching the highest water marh Innumerable referencesa
of troe bravery, marvellous self-abmigation and noble wrath
are to be found in them Perhapa no scholar dare say that
there was no scope for love of motherland nor for the love
of nation 1n the Hindi literature * nor would he be able to
say that the patniotic notein Hind: literature 18 merely
novelty of the modern nge To express such o viow s to

sxposs OQe's OWD IFDOFGnee
hterature alone but also nslatens 1 the seventeenth

contory Hind produced poets, who even 1n that dark age
had the potentiality and the courage to sing songs ol
froedom and nationsl orgamzation to wake up an almost

Not only 1o the eazly Raso

dead nation lo an extrsordinary heroism. Itis indeed
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needless to measure the great share of Linl and Bhushan
In the mmortal glories of \ahars) Chatra Sal and Shivan
Their efforts we mughi call the second step towards
national orgamiztion

Leaving asmde this aspect now if we scrutimize the
mental organisation of our nation we cannot measure the
invaluable services rendered in thig direction by IXabir,
Tulse, Sur, Nanak, Rmdas Sshjo, Vidyapat:, Brinds,
Gindhar, Dadu and Swamu Dayansud 1In that age of
religious distreas when practically the whole nation was
planged into the terror and anxiety of tho very surwvial,
who else than these saints could restore peace and
confidance 1n these 1nnumerable vexed minds? could
there be any other force to hold up so many millions
together to this age by teaching them to practiae self-
Testramnt aund crealing o harmomzed reconciliation of joy
and suffering ? Even to day Ram Charitra Manas—the
pitch of high perfection 1 literature—shows the path of
peace and righteousness to the uncountable aftlicted souls
and the Biak of Eabir1s showing the seed of love, truth
aund devotion nto the hearis of a vast nstion and the
‘Ashtchap school 1s bavipg its permsnent smprint on the
nation by Sowing the gemal current of pure and celestial
fove 1o this vast lJand  Has any other nation ever the good
fortune of bemng inspired by any more potent and plous
forces of sclf-restrnint, love, and devotion than these ? It
18 possible to hear of a higher lterary standard of some
ather country Bat 1t shall bave to be remiembered that

At
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m those places the makers of the literature were merely
the hterary people and they were of mdabitable learning
and literary insight Buat India was exceptionally destined
to have its lterature crested by those who were of course
great masters of literary attainments , bat over and above
that they were much greater sages and scholars of
unguestionable celebrity Every bit of the golden age of
the Hind: lterature 1s studded with such jewels as were
brought out from the purest cormer of tha humsn hearts
which were ever gifted with the celestisl beauty, noble
sentiment and divine tenderness [hisis why the effect
of this literature 18 50 perpetnal and far reaching It bewng
of anch an antignity even to day 1t 18 as new as ever,
becansa they say trath never grows old

As a matter of fact every literature grows with its own
ideals  But under all such differences there is always
present an nternsl harmony which we call the touchstons
of the world Literature, becanse that enables ns to touch all
great lterature onit Suffice it to say that it 1s mamly
based on such common learming of buman heart agig
universal 1o natare irrespectively of an ndwvidusl, a
conntry or a people But 1218 firmly connected with the
humanity at large If we put our literatare to such an acid
test it will justly evince an appeal much too wider to be
Imited to the Indian heart alome It 1s tender enough
to touch the heart of the umiverse I shall not have to go
far to prove this claim I shall only mention the pame of
that small book which the world generally knows by the
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name of ‘Hundred Poems of Kabir,’ Tt will not be out of
place here to mention that 1n this small book Poct Tegore
has not been able to collect ‘the all’ of Kabir nor even ‘the
best of his thoughts,’ yet the rare honour that has been
bestowed on 1t by the Americans and the Europeans alike
15 enough to prove the truth of the above claim, The main
causes of the extraordinary appeal chested up 1n Hindr

literature have already been mentioned sbove and I need
not repeat them

But we are always confronted with the problem how the
whole nation cun take an equal advantage of this most
precious heritage of 1ts lLterature The other day a great
supporter of our national languange had smd that ‘though
we do need a common language for cur national orgamza-
tion, yet we should not cease to create literature throngh
our different provincial vernaculars’ In supporting his
argument he had cited the case of Europe where the
writers are said to have produced no hugh class literature
as long as they tried to utibise the medmm of Liatin =~ But
as soon as they replaced Latin by their own local verna-
culars the level of their productions went up very high
1his may be true of European literature, where the various
languages did not bear the same affimities to Latin as do
our present Indian vernaculars to Hindi  The cases being
essentially different the above principle will not ba appl-
cable 1 our country The other great difhiculty would
be that the genious of our people would in that case
flourish tn their local provineial langnages, and shall not be
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shared by the nation st lnrgo Mere dependenco npon
translations will at the very outeat take away all chances
of firsl-hand meeting : and thereby tha very force of s
national language practically comes to nothing ‘This

cannot bo conmidored very desirable

Yome are of opinion that the Grammar of iinds should
be fuether simplified and aystemantised But 1 cannot agree
with them to a great extent On the other hand I feel
no hving and current language can be successfally bound
down by the r151d rules of Grawmar, Of course I donot
mean by this to remove all grammar from Hind: langunge
All what [ mean 1s to have the gramnmatical rales so elastic
as to allow sufficient scope for the matural growth of our

s0 that it msy also advance along with our

language
the one virtue of the

thought and culture Llasticity 18
grammar of a hving language, we would do well to revise
Hindt grammar from this pornt of wiew, snd be bold
enough to weed out all guch yules from it as are likely to
hamper 1ts progress and growth

Tha zecond important question that arrests aut 1mme-

diate attention )s that of the script In the spread of

education this problem ;s as important as that of a common
Just as a mation needs one common lsngnage

language
1t 18 some consols-

so does 3t als0 need a common serip
tion 1ndeed ihat our thinkers have taken up this problem
1w nght earnest But somelimes we come across some
wiseacrea who try to follow a very preverse course Citing
the 1nstance of Turkey and posing the high sense of nter-
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nationalism they try to substantiate the claims of the
Rowman script to be adopted as the national seript for Tndia.
It were such people mm the past who had vainly seen the
dreams of making Dnghsh the common language for India,
If Turkey has adopted the Roman script probably because
they had mo option as 18 well known Turkey bad no
script of its own  They changed thewr Arabic script with
the Roman, because the latter was found unquestionsbly
the more scientific and useful than the former But India
fortunately does not stand in any such need  Devanagn,
the tiwe honoured script of India, 1s by far the richest 1n
sound and 1n its 1nnate scientific nature

In its consistent sumplicity and unwmistakable character
it 15 undoubtedly superior and mcomparable to the Roman
or for the matter of 1t with any other script of the modern
languages  Oune of the greatest ments of the Roman script
15 considered to be the smaller number of 1ts nlphsbets
But 1f the supporters of Roman look at this queation & but

more dispassionately, they would come to the conclusion
that Davanagn has praok

lly the same number of alpha-
bates as the Roman only 1f we separate the ‘Sanjuhtaksharas’
(wgwex) from 1t The jont sounds bemg the essential
festure of the Indian languages they shall have to be
provided for by any script adopted for the purpose This
leaves no superiority of lesser number of alphabets in the
Roman erther Now comes the question of printing in
which the Roman 15 supposed to pronde greater facihties

But through the efforts of Mc Gowil, who has af last
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invented an efficient Devanagr Linotype—our sczipt has
ook failed to ahow 1ita great possibilities and brilhiant
promise As compared with the past strenuous offorts of
the Roman pninting our efforts are very recent With this
1ate of progress we can safely hope to aee the day when
even for printing Devanagr: alphabets may prove more
smfable To reject the script merely on the ground that
1518 net prevalent in the western countries, does not seem
to be o sound logic, becanse we have to look to the facilities
of our own people first How many of us ara destined to
visit Europe oa to vome 1n direct contact with the western
people ? Surely the number of suck people will always be
much too insigoificant to jJusiify the adoption of the
Roman script even st the cost of plunging such a vast
nation 1nto the very probable uncertanty of ever receiving

the hght of knowledge Then again srises B pertinent

qaestion whether mere adoption of the western script will
make all of us fit to master all the mult:ifarions languages

of the Ruropean countries? Such a supercilious pre-

ponderance of seript over sny langusge passes of a sane
unsgination

The other remarkable merit of Devanagr seript 1s that
fike Hind: language this also beats & very close afBmity to
she other scripts of India, In all of them practically there
ts no diufference of sound The mams differenca hes o the
forms and shapes of the letters But the bronder sinnlarities
of thesa'with the Devasage:, always mabe st easier to pick

up. Thus we see that even the credit of preserving the
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ancient Aryan leuers nlso fell to the sweet lot of Hindi.
This was acother valusble service of the Nation and we
shall indeed welome the day when the whole nation will
readily sccept this old nichly gifted Devanagr script for
their common use; and make a clear advance 1n the pro-
gress of self-organization the dreams of which Hindi had
seen a thousand years ago.

In such s short space I have tried te give o mere ghmpss
of the sigmificant nstances 6f national service done by
Hind: since the time ymmemorial. It has more than proved
its immense utihty inrespect of hingmstic quahities—high
literary standard and scientific script  and it was only to
meet that the nation should have adopted 1t as 1ta common
mediam of expression, With its modern progressive
tendencies 1t has fully established that even 1m the future
it shall not fail nor falter to keep pace with the tremendous
advancement of national culture nnd its enormous contri-
butions to the hiteratare of the world,
delivered 1n Hind)

(Thie address was

at the annual function of Himachal
Hind: Bhawan at Darjeeling on June 8, 1934 )
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Tha 400,000,000 people of India, with 1ts varied topo-
grapby, climate, patural cover, s01l8 and productivity,
speak 10 less than 225 lapguages  And 1t 18 no easy task to
draw a linguwstic mbp of India n o smple form  The map
given here deals with only 83 of these languages, which bave
further been divided into two groups, 14 major langusges
and 17 munor ones Most of the former have scrpts,
while none of the latter except Portuguese have

Lingwstic boundaries have been drawn mamnly Yo
indicate the extent of the 14 major language  The dustrict
has been chosen as the smallest umt to dehout the boun-
daries, and 1t has been classified accdrding to the Ianguage
spoken by the majority of 1ts population  Naturally there
18 30 overlap m the boundary district on oue side or the
other ¢

Hindustan: coveis & very large area 1n the Central psrt
of India Here two seripts, Urdu and Hindy, are used,
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Urdu mere towards the west and Hindy more towards the
east The Urdu seript extends further towards the north

E =

west

Sindhi, Gujarati and Marath: sre the most important
Innguages of the western const, but the latter extends east-
wards into Central Tndia

Orya, Bengals and Assamese are the languasges of the
north-east, and of these Bengah 18 the most important, x x

x % Hindustani ie the most important langaage of the
northern part of Ceantral Provinces, Marathi 48 spoken in
ths south.

XKanarese 18 spoken 1m the southern part of Bombay
Province, and extends over nearly the whole of Mjysore and
gouth-west Hyderabad In the latter State Margtht s
spohen 10 the north-west and Telugu 1o the east

Sonthern India asa whole may be dimided mnto four
parts hinguistically as shown 1n the map

Puonjab: and Lahnda are the spoken languages of the
Punjab while the scrapt used 15 called Gurmukh: Poshtu
18 spoken 1n the extreme ncribewest Baluch: 18 however
the language of Baluchistan except for an area where -
Brahu 18 spoken, which paradoxically 1s sinular to the
Dravidian languages spoken 1n Central Indis, and thus
lends colour to theories of tribal migration in the past

(Statesmar, 18th June, 19473
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Ishalt take advantage of this calmer almosphere
and seeb to stimulate thought on this subject without
rasing any controversy While doing so I shall bring my
readers face to face with one very 1mportant consideration,
swhich will affect our view of Basic Eindustham o the
north of India sbout which Jawaharlal Nehrus pamphlet

has largely dealt

The pont that I am now making wes bronght befors
wme very forcibly 1n a course of lectures on Arabic forty
years ago at Cambridge by Prof I C Bronne, and I have
never foregotten it aince It may be stated briefly thus

Wherever Islam 18 1n great strength, and has remaned
true to 1ts deepest religious mstrnct, 1t has profoundly
modified the language of the couniry Urdu 1s not the
only language today with Aralne and Persian roots
Swahil,, Hausa Malaya and many other languages have
the very same characteristic The inberent tendency of Islam
18 always to bring classical Arabic words into daily wse In
this way, the sacred booh, the Quoran becomes appreciated
by common people When they hear it read, they are able
to follow 1ts rhythm, at least in some messura.

Let me give one stnhing example from my own personal
experience In Last Africa, the Swahili language s full
of Arabic words Though I did not understand Swahili it
was easy, every mow and them, to calch a word thas
reminded mo of Urdu Once I heard this proverb Haralat

Harahat bhw: na baralat 1t was guite easy to guess the
meanmng of that sentence in Swaluli which was *There 18
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no blessing 1n haste’, or to put 1t1nto an English form,
“More haste, less speed ’

Agam at o time when I was on the West Coast of Afrca
1 used carefally to notice how the Hausa language 1s fall
of Aralic It 1s spohen by forty mullion people who are
nesrly all Mushms This mmportant African speech has
been brought 1n 1ts vocabulary very near to the language of
distant Arabia The same phenomenon I found also in
the Malay Penmnsula among the Malay Muslims With
tegard to Mushms s China, I do not know much about
what has hoppened, because I have never been there I
doubt, however, whether they have been able to modify the
Chinese language

Arabic shares with Greeh the rare quality of Great
lucidity of somnd It 13 hgwd and voecal There are of
course exceptions 1n some of its gutturals which are not
pleasing to the ear, but the clear open vowles and hqmd
consonants have a lovely music about them, like water
runming over pebbles 1n some mountain stream

If, therefore this liquid character 1s a great and noble
quality, ns I behive 1t to be, and if some hving touch with
Arabic 18 an nner necessity of Islam, then while our
conumom speech 1n India becomes more snd more moulded
by dmly use, and our villages draw much nearer to the
towns, 1t 18 essential that simple Arabic and Persian words
should be welcomed and used 1n common every day Findu-
stam1  ‘Lhey must be cultivated they must not be rejected
Only thus can the strong religious 1mstinct so deeply
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embedded within Islaw, be fally satisfied  Surely, there s
nothing artificial in such a demand  rother st 15 vatal

In this approumation to the needs of Islam, the way
forward may perhaps ba led best by the Bengali language,
which has an amazing faculty of adaptation It has been
oftcn ponted out thai the songs of Rabindranath Tagore
are sung zll over Bengsl 1n all the villages and that this
1s done in North and Tlast Bengal where Islam predomn-
nates as well as i the west of the province where
Hinduwism prevails "The Peet has created a style of his oun,
which fearlessly tahes common words {rom comman speech
1bus he has already acchimatised many Arabic and Persan
words 1n the Bepgall langusge There 1s no reason why a
multitode more should not be added

The mulhions of Mushims 1o East and North of Bengal
as they become fully awahe tothe greatness of their own
rehgons caliure, will be certain to require more and more
urgently that close touch with Arabie, 1m their common
speech, which mahes the recitation of their sacred Quoran
and their datly prayers a perpetaal inspiration to them
1We, who are not \lushms by religion, ought to welcome
such a process with all our hearts, for that s religious
tolerance of the best kind  We shouid never for 2 moment
seeh to prevent 1t, but shouald rather encourage it

Thig wtroduction of Arabie and Persian words into the
daily speech of Bengal, hoking it up mare closely with the
whole Mashm word, has already (ss I have shown} gone

some way , bub 1t will have to go much further if the two
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diverse aspects of Bengah hife,the Hindu and Mushm,
are 1eally to become united in then cultural aspects
The Bengah language can thus approach Islam because 1t
18 1tself actively alive and sensifive to new thought of every
hind and 18 never afraid  of taking into 1ts hiving structure
a fresh vocabulory
Furthermore, there 1s & pleasing hquid note 1o Bengali
specch which makes the adoption of many more words from
Alabic and Persiin quite simple  Very much mndeed wil)
depend on the enthusiasn® and intelligence of the modern
Bengah writers For 1t18 necessary that the Bengaly
language should f nd authors and posts of the first magnt-
tude among the very large Mushm commamty as well as
among Hindus Humayun Kalur, who 1s one of the most
brilhant literary men of the younger generation, may be
expected to set the example mn this direction
1 am sure that Maharshi, the father of Rabindransth
‘Lagore, loved the DPerstan poems of Hafiz as much for
the beauty of their noble imagery and musical sound, as
he did for the deep religious philosophy which they also
contamed
11
Another pont, wlhich wasemphasized by Professor I G
Browne, 10 one of a remarhable series of lectures at
Cambridge, many years ago, was the Aryan bachground
of Perstan speech, which Lrought 1t very mear as the half
Wiy bouse 10 Indta  He was an Urdu scholar as nell ag
a master of Perswan and Arabic and Turhish  Indeed, he
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was one of the most amazingly fluent linguists whom 1
have ever known I have dined with him at Cambnidge
while he hept the conversation going with three Orental
scholars who were seated mear him end did not know s
word of Enghsh To one he talked Arabic, to another
he talked Persian and to the thizd he spoke in Tarkish

The Persian language, he wonld tell us in his lectures,
1 gpite of 1ts being an  Islamic language, 18 1n some of its
structural forms much more nearly akin to the Argan speech
of North India than to classical Arabic T'or Arabicisa
Bemitic language, and 1ts fandamental structare 1s Semitic
and not Aryan The encient Persian script and vocabulary,
which are found 1 the Avesta, are very near to Sanshrit
and form a bridge between India and Persia

It follows from all this, that those old Persian phrases
and words, which have becoms wholly associated with
Islamic culture and rehigion, have more chance of obtaiming
a general recogmition n the dmly speech of India than
purely Arabic words which have never been previously
acclimatised in Persian  The very fact that Persian had
become so quickly accepted as the languageof the Court,
under Moghual rule, has even to day given 1t a prescriptive
right to be cultivated as one of the classics of Modern
Iandia. This fact should eurely give great salislaction to
Mushims who deeply love India as their mother couatry

While I was o Delly, at 8¢ Stepens’ College, I noticed
that many Fflindus preferred to tahe Persian aa s classieal
langusge rather thsn Saoskrit  When I ashed them the
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rason for this, I was told that Persian was simpler to
leatn, 1t also gave them, they told me, more help towards
the'understanding of Urdu poetry which they greatly
admired  This set me thinking, and the natural conclusion
Icame to was that Persian 1s \:rhat Professor Browne
called 1t, namely the 1dea! half-way house between Arabic
on the one hand and Sanskrit on the other- at leastn
North Indiaz If such an opimion 18 correct, 1t makes this
highly demirable process of accommodation to the needs of
Islam less difficalt than at firat sight appeara

With Hindr speech 1n Indin, as commonly used among
willage people 1n every day hfe, there will bave to be great
flexibiity and willingness to adopt Persian words 1if Urdu
and Hindi are not to dnft further apart Dr Pragavan
Das of Benares has admirably shown how simple Persian
words moy be used a8 alternatives to those Sansknt forms
which bear the same meaning, and can be made adaptable
to cvery-day  conversation To take onme very simple
example the word Khuda 13 Lnown n the willages of
Northern India side by side with the word Bhagwan

Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru has wrntten folly 1o his
pamphlet concerning ‘Basic Hindustan:’ what he has said
18 good, practical, and full of common eense It ought
not to be at all difficult to spread a working hnowledge
of such a sumple ‘hngus franca’ over the willages of India
evenin the South Tanguages like Tamnlin the South,
which are different 1o vocabnlary and stracture, might
borrow from this Hindusiami vocabulary and thus makg

3
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i still easier for those who are mot born in the North tL.u
bave commanicstion with those who live in the Unoited
Provinces znd the Punjab
Perconally I would go much {urther and urge that many
snmple Southern words should also have thein place in it
side by side with the vocabulary of the North and become
acclimatised n the Northern languages A true ‘hingus
Jrapca® for the whole of India should neither be called
Hinds nor Urdn, nor should it be confined to Northern
Indian words It mught well be called ‘Hindustamy’, but
1t shounld be as flexible as possible and should find 1ts proper
home rather in daily speech than in lhterary prodoetions
It should be, that 18 to 53y, a language of daly convemence
and shonld pick pp words from the Northern prowinces

only
Here come ia a6 once the to pomts I bave been trying
to drive home Let me repeat them in order to be absa

futely clear —

(1) It sbhould pick op words, 10 COMMOD speeck, from
the South as well as from the North, from the Drawidian
stoch as well as the sansknit and Arabic roots (2) It must
be neutral, ss far a8 Hinduwism and [Islam are concerned,
and should from 18 own vocabalary both from Hindu and
Tslamc cultares It must nob become lopsided

Thas a true ‘hougoa franca’ for India should be base
m three directions It shogyld have, im s vocabalary,
words from Persianr as well 28 from Sanskeit stocks ang
chouald 8dd gradually (as iptercaurse betweea North and
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Soath becomes moch more {requent) common Dmwidian
words also. 'The latter process will tate much longer than
the former, but ebounld be borne 1 mund all the while
1t will comne about wuch more qaichly when the use of
English becoreo less necessary than 1t 15 to-day bothin
the North and South. When India has her own ralers they
are not likely to conunue 0 speak 1o one acnotherin
Eng};;lp

' Since 1 had ibe prvilege of learming Urdu first of allin
Delhs, ’ ander a 3unshi, my oD 1nstinct goes quite
naturally towards the Persian words which I learns at that
time when I began my siudies Perhaps for thas very reasan
u‘)y anuety 1s great that these words should ke fully
included 1n this Basic Hindastam, which mught become
the conversatiopal, worhing language for every part of
India.

But now to-day 1 wonld go mech farther still, as1have
pointed ont, and seeh to 1nclede also words that are com-
moaly ued 1 daily =peech mn the languages of the South
Since I have been liming 1n the Soath I have come to recog-
mize this important need There should be here zgam, a»
time goeson, a process of give and take” The Sonthern
languages have already accepted, within their own frame-
work, a large vocabulary of San-hmt words, which bnpg
them fairly near fothe Sanshni rooted languages of the
North, but there has been hitherto no reciprocity  Surely
there 15 something wrong here which needs to be altered.
There =hould notany longer remawn, in the North, that
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complete neglect of these Southern languages which unfor-

tunately prevails to-day They rightly complain when s
Northern Iangunage 1s forced upon them without any
reciprocity

The question of scrrpt will be dealt withn the last of
these arficles, but here I would smply say that difii-
culties of script will loom much less large, if only theresa
deternunation on both sides to assimilate each other’s
cultares

To sum up the points T have made, I do not think that
a working language for the whole of India 1s at all uppos-
sible But it shonld not contain merely Sansknt and
Persian words 1t should appropriate Dravidian words also
When the present exotic Enghsh calture has ceased to be
the medium of commumcation between the South and the
North, there will be mneh more readiness for those who
travel southward to obtain a working knowledge of Tamil
and Telugu, just s there 15 now a readmess for those who
travel northwatd to geta worhing knowledge of Hind)
When broadeasting also becomes much more popalar and
1sused as a daly mecessity inatead of as an expensive
luxury, and when the cinema pictures become “tslies®
(using speech as well as sight), there will bea closer dra-
wing together of the difierent lsngusges of North acd
South We are only at the very beginning of a great age
of language simphfication and anion

To-day we must not merely judge from the practice of
the past. We have tothioh of the fature. For, we bave
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suddonly been given tremendous powers of moulding and

fashioning common speech which are far more potent than
we ever had before. Broadcasting, the ‘talkies’, the pubhic
press, umversal primary education, audiences of hundreds
of thousands of people with lond speakers,—all these
wodern contrivances are leveling and unifying large arcas
of human speech and mahing a common tntercourse more
possible. Mere dumlacts will soon be oanly retaned as
curiosities 1n a museum. A common overyday language for
India has become an absolute necessity. We cannot get on
without 1t, I have very little doubt that a genuice, living
‘Hindustant’, («f that neutral word 15 finally chosen to
describe 1t) contaiming 8 ceitain number of very common
‘basic words aud a wiwumnuwm of grammar, will soon become
an accomphshed fact in Indiz apart from all learned dis-
cussions about 1t If the South tokes a deep and intelh-
gent interest 1n this process, during the present fluild and
formative period, before this common speech of India
becomes fixed inits own natural mould, 1t will certainly
be able to ndd its own words to the general stoock Mussal-
mans also can have their own interest in1t, not by way
of any special regulations, but by freely mingiing with those
around them, as they did 1n those earlier days when Urdu
took 1ts present shape quite naturally as & current language
among the camp followers of the Great Moghuls The
Congress, as 1t becomes more and more a unifying political
factor and touches shil more intimately the masses of the

common people 1n the villages, can do much to help for-
ward this procesy of umification
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Sanoyasuis and fakirs, 1n former days, used to travel all
over India and managed somehow or other fo mahe them-
selves understood, exchanging the swall comn of common
speech as they went about from place to place, wanderning
all over the country Huge mnelas such as the Kumbh
Mela, and also such piigrimages os those to Jogganath Pum,
Rameswaram, or Hardwar, encouraged a daily infercourse
among the ;naesas All these things wers an ipsaluable
asset 0 forming the spintual umty of Indw n the past
We have to find out to-day the modern equivalents of those
old processes which msy take their piace The vast con-
gregation of villagers at Harpura revesis to us 1n one direc-
tion at least how modeza hife 15 shaping itself anew in India
under these new conditions Tha news has reached us
through the press that Tord Gamuel, the Iaberal leader,
who was present durtng the Congress, expressed Rhumself
immensely strnc both by the remarkable orderliness snd
also by the unammity of the whole proceedings Kach
year, the coming together from every province on India of
such vask numbers of inteligent people must surely bring
about s realisation of the spiritual umty of the whole of

India and also make abundantly clear the need of common
intercoutse through & common language Such all India
politieal movements mould, not only the social structure,
but also the speech of the people

IIf

Language, 10 thia work a day world of otrs, 18 & very
practical affair It 1s changing every day 1o some minute-
way by & hwing process of it own It langhs at =ll cur
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n:;iﬁciul plunl;ing, at our protracted arguments, and our
academic discussions. It cats its own channels, along
which it is determined to flow. Tike our big rivers
India, try as we may, we cannoot force the different lnng"u-
ages of India into chanonels of our own. Even the hint of
this, as the recent alarm about compulsory qudx 1n Sonth

India has clearly shown us, 13 enough to raise a storm.

' Nevertheless, we can do much to widen or deepen the
channel whenever such an engineering process 1s needed.
We can also, by our marvellously ingenious modern
methods, bring the customary village speech and the brand
new town speech close together

In our own generation, with the radio and cmema
rapidly becoming an even more pervasive influence than
the daily preas, a widening of the area of daily speech, as
it is commonly used by multitudes of people, 15 being
rendered more feasible Thalects are very ramdly dying
out. Only the extensively used popular languages covermg
wide areas have any chence now on guming a constant
hearmng, This forward movement, which has Just begun
has a Jong future before 1t JMerely to give o single exainple.
Madras will want to ‘histen in* to Delh: as well 88 t0 hear
her own local news. Very probably, the dailly Hindustam
brondeast from the Capital,'at New Delhi, if only 1t can be
made suffictently plasn and simple and of general 1interest,
will become the favounte item on the programme for the

whole of India to which 1n the course of time millions wall
‘histen 0",
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In the same way the cinema, mhere human speech s
now regularly used along with the moving picture, at what
are called ‘talkies’, will be & wonderful educator and leveller
of langnage differences 1 the near future For one common
language, which is nsed over 2 very large area by mmllions
of people, becomes a necessity for the success of any ex-
pensive film production Unless the preture can be
multiphed and used over a large ares, 1t will not repay the
heavy intial cost The film producer gets no profit

3t fhay, at this pomt my argument, be well to explain
by a singularly good example the process whereby two
currents of religious thought and culture meet and react
upon each other For the ultimate problem 1 the North
of India, with which we have to deal 18 tha reactionon
human speech of Hinduism and Islam How s this ‘hkely
to work out without any clash of cultures or increase of

eommunal brtterness ?

Let me suggest s solution by an analogy mn another
sphere, where the same problem was successfully tackled
and frmitful results were obtained

Sir Walter Scott’s ‘Ivanhoe” used to be my fasouriie
novel when I was a boy Tuen to-day I can recall quite
clearly the characters of Credic the Saxon, Rowena, Bran
de Bois Gullbert, Isac the Jew, Rebecca and others, thongh
I am ashamed to say I bave not turmed back to read the
book again for very many years One of the main themes

in the novel is the clash of Saxon and Norman coitures

QOut of that conflict and the subscqnent antercourse of
everyday speccl, came ot last the true Linglieh langnsge
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which contains all the old Saxon words together with an
enrichment of NWorman-French This double vocabulary
has made the coming of new words by the great Ehzabethan
Lioglish wntera remarkably easy and npp‘ropnnle Tor the
Norman-French had the old classical Lintin as 1ts foundation,
just as Hindr goes back to Sansknt, and Urdu to Persian.

The puritan mind when tackhng Englsh composition
has often tried to exclude as far as possible Norman-French
and even the Liatin words, 1o order {o return to pure Anglo-
Saxon. But that has been merely an academic and
pedantic effort, just aa 1t would be foolish and pedantic for
Bengal or Marathi or Hindi to try to exclude Persian
words Language does not flow on throogh the centunes
of human history in that way, How wastefal it would have
been, if the two great currents of the Jumna and the
Ganges, having met at Allahabad had separated afterwards
wto all kinds of divergent channels
evolution, works differently.

Life, 1n 1ts organic

To return to the English language, 1t would be absurd
to-day to strain out the Norman-French or Latin words,
while trying to get down to a simple basic speech of o
thousand or more words which can be learnt to express the
ordinary needs of dmly hfe That would not be *Basic
Enghsh’ at all ; for we use to-day words of Saxon and
Latin ongin quite indifferently 1n everyday conversation

The only scientific way would be to take the ordinary
words from ‘either’' source which have already proved by
long experience to have got a survivial value Woe have
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then to employ these thoronghly well grounded words for
‘Basic English’ This has been the natural process which
kes been sdopted by all great English wrniters To give a
very simple 1llustration, Shakespeare 1s quite catholic
hus choice of Loglish words  He used Sazon and Norman
and Latin words ahke Here, for instance, 18 an almost
pure Saxon hne from Macbeth

‘Methought Theard a voice cry * Sleep 5o more

‘Whiale this 18 Saxon, ‘at would be easy to choose—equally
rapdom—another well known passage

¢ The lnnatie, the lover, and the post

Are of imagmation all compaet

Here the non Saxon element prevails Almost every
word comes from the Latin

MMilton s ‘organ music® of sound 18 nearly all denved
from Liatin words, many of which he bas introduced into
the Enghsh language for the first ime But who wounld
say thab Milton had debased the Eoglish language because
he loved to cultivate the sonorous Latin® part of it ?

Lately, I bave been reading with great delight and
and profit Robert Bridges' Izst poem, cailed Tha Testa.
ment of Beauty' Init he tries to revive some of the old
Saxon words yet, at the same time, he 18 quite fearless 1n
his use of the longer and more difficult Latin words In
this way, he 18 & ‘modera’ and avoids being a pedant

Mo come back to the main structure of the English
language The importani thing to notice 18 that where tsro
words, ane Sazon and ope Latin exist side in the aame
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Lpghsh speech’, they very gradually tahe on different
meapings Thus they enmch the historical content of

the whole literature by conveying two 1deas 1pstead
of one

Two very sumple illestration way be given Tho Saxon
word ‘love' has dnifted apart 1 1ts meaning from the Fatin
word ‘chanty’ Agoin the Saxon word ‘horsemanship’ has
got a very distinct difference of meaning from the Norman
Trench word ‘chivalry’, which come from the French
‘cheval’, a horse ‘Chivalry’ may now be used as equivalent

to ‘generomity’ but ‘horsemanship’ could never bear that
meaning !

Turning back to Hind1 and Urdu—af ‘both’ vacabulanes
can become thoroughly acclimstised all over the north of
India, we shall find subtle shades of meaning very gradually
appearing To take the first illustration that comes to my
own mund, the thtee wards, pawitr, pak and sada are lilky
very gradually to dnift apart In the end they may carry
distinct shades of meanming

The richness of any language can always be judged by
1ta synonyms The true literary artist mixes his colours
m words, Just a8 the painter uses virous paints n puntiog
hus potare  We must be eager 10 know and Yo ubhse
cach other’s cultures, hteratures and languages
not stand apait and 1solate ourselves Language-
amalgamation 18 the way of life The riverse process, which
the fanatical nationahet, or the pedantic language-puriss,
desires to employ, 18 the way of death

We must
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In a country, ike Indis, where our supreme wishisto
become more closely nmted, we ought to be gloriously
‘Catholic” 1n our language tastes There 18 mo room for the

sectarian or communally minded person Just as Moghul
architecture blended different styles in order to attain its
finally perfect beauty, so mast languege do the same
Furthermore, there 18 po reason why this blending of
lapgusge snd culture and art and music shonld be confined
merely to Mushm and Hindu assimilatron in the North
There has been hitherto a shameful neglect of the South
and this must speedily be brought to an end  There will be
needed, 1o the near fature, a blending of the northern
languages with the Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam of tha
South Modern India ought once more to recover that
earlier fruitful contact between South and North, which
took place many centunies ago  For ancient history shows
us how the Sansknt learning first passed south ward from
the Aryan North But later on it was given back to the
Northin falleat measure, enriched 1n most wital ways,
by the great teschers of the South Sri Ramananda, from
the Sonth, was one of the earliest promoters of Hind:

literataren the North In all Indian history, 1t would
be hard to find @ greater or nobler figure

We need badly to day to become less insular and
provnincial  This bas been dered possible, b the
whole uailyiog grocess kas beea expedited owing (o the
conquest of land and aic by Ewg Speed That Monarch
now rales over all our ways and :nwites us tocome closer
to one sn other Just for the present, itis true, the
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fncnht.y of using Du"llsh helps to bndﬂn over the gap in
homan intercourse, when South India goes Neorth, and
North Indin goes South. But that s not going to last for
ever ; for it only affects the small circle at the top. What
18 needed is & common medium of intercourse between
the masses ( Amrita Bazar Patrika, dug. 8, 1938.)

zﬁ TR SF—

[ sfigs Tamf oft wlean si5C §n ke fdaed fadt
@ A AEA F, wae af@l@ @ eaw o= an w@gdt
AW FH S GEN SN 7z 4 AT AQUH et
st w2 Pisg, 93 3o 99 g2 it 3m A oged @
s Taw ugd oY, 9a% a wed N aifica 83 1 39 AR
At ax wea B fedt d@2iy, 0w @@ ugamy fag
T anda riw | oA Sa frarhe sifs ¥us Ug
FECd 81 g W, N A SWY AT gz AW T wad
gaua-aaod Wegna TR A H o G w@ 8, gewm
Sved <o GAlfgme 92t st aific gdiend aﬁﬁm
# fg e st wwd Fen 21 ]

Qfexa (N @ 33 ) ¥ K @ o fs TIaH
it 3 o @ & 2 9 T fe agg Y Y eindsh

N gl qepaat w9 g R, N wrm e ol fege
wetd | W g o Andad dafis sty fagradt @ =@
% & o u o ( o w1 ) SR sw Al ST Wk
Y &% RN N ondt N faed e TQDN fawRar v



o <1 81 w4
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( wew Rl ga-gefem, fammm 9vie )

Rabindra Nath Tagore on Hindi.

On berng asked as to the Lnngus Franca of India, Poet
“Babindrs Nath has expressed that for many years our
Lingnz Franca has been Enghsh, bat beyond the compre-
hension of the mass of the people If we are to acknowledge
the elemental right of every Indian, we should secept the
language spoken over the largest area and which Mahatmajn
has asked us to accept1e Hindi There 13 necessity for
one language for this purpose

(Calcutta Hind1 Club Bulletin, September, 1938)
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The second sesssion of the Hind: Traming Institute,

‘Wardha which 1s being run under the auspices of the All-

India Hind: Prachar Samuts, was inangurated by Sreejuk

Subhas Chandra Bose on Monday last Dr Rajendra
Prasad, President of the Samitt presided over the function

In welcoming the Congress President Dr Rajendra
Prasad traced the hustory of the Hindi movement since
1918, and sa:d that the Traimmng Institute was started in
Wardha last year with a view to training efficient and
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national spirited youngmen 1n the work of Hind: Prachar
10 the non-Hind: speaking provinces
Mr Shrnman Naraysn Agarwal, the Honorary Secretsry
of the All India Hind: Prachar Samits, presented his report
on the Tramning Institute, and ntroduced the students to
the Congress President, .
In the course of s oddress to the students Sreejubt
Subhas Chandra Bose said that he had always strongly felt
the urgent need of having a National language for India
Those who were not yet convinced of such a necessity, be
snid, need once goto the foreign countries Last year
when the speaker was 1 Vienns, some of the Indiansin-
cluding the speaker himself were inviled to dinner bysa
Furopean friend There, they began to speak in Englsh
among themselves The Eunropean friend was rather sur-
prised, and acked them why they conversed in Inghsh and
they had to hang their heads 1n shame

“Unfortunately,” S;t, Bose continued *thereisa mi-
sunderstanding prevailing in zome parts of our country
sbout the spread of Hindustam as the Lungua Indica For
example, tha.imbim wn the Mardras Presidency 18 opposed
to the 1ntroduction of Hindustanm in the Secondary schools
on the ground that Hicdustan: will oust or crush the
Provincial languages ‘This s a grave misunderstanding
Hindustani is to be mtroduced only 11 place of Englishk, as
the mediam of inter provincial intercorse It s neyer
meant to throttle the prowinenal languasges and, thus,
eatablish a lingmistic domination over them In the pro-



gt & 7 ? 32

vinces, the Provincial language will surely have the first
place, and Hindi or Iindustan: can occupy only the second
place, 1 hope, thereforo that the public in the South, will
f1y to urtderstand the true spiit behind the Hindi move-

ment, ani “cease the 1ll-advised agitation

MISUNDERSTANDING

“Similar nusunderstanding  prevails in Bengal as well
Soma persons contend that Bengal should be the Lingua
Indica because 1t possesses a richer hieratuie, DBut, we
have not to bother about hterature  Hindi 1s being spread
not because 1ts hiterature 1s rich (1€ 18 useless to enter into
any controversy on their pomnt) but because 1it:s most
widely spoken and understood, and as a languoge, 18 sunple
and flexible

I bhope the Hind: Pracharaks, after getting their
tramming n this  Institate, wil! spread the National
Language n the nght spint, and remove the various
unfortunate misconceptions prevaling 1n the country

“We must nnderstand that tha National language should
be neither over-Sanshnitized not over Persianived It must
have o sinple and natural style We should not try to
manufacture n mixed language, which will be neither Hind,
nor Urda, nor Hindustani The linguage commonly spoken

in the North, should be our standard **

Acharya Kaka Kalelkar, Vice-President of the Hind
Prachar Snmuts  1n the course of o short speech, traced
the listory of Hindi prachar from Xala Lajpat Rai to
NMahatma Gandhy, and thanhed the Congress President for
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taking keen interest in  the movement He also resd ouf
the following message from Mabatma Gandhi

‘I am glad to know that the Himnd: Traming Institate
15 entering 1ts second year, and the Congress President 1s
blesstng it The students have a difficalt task before them.
Hmdjor Hindustani has to occupy a posthon which
Enghsh 18 trymng to but connot occupy The success
depends’ on the efheciency, self-secrifice and self-control
of the students DBlessings from Bapun ”’- United Press
(Advance, 1938 July 30th)

ot €t wRavt ugdia seneiti nfaff eer 21 s Adidd
A R R 2 3 S & 5 e EQua g
ypEed el saad w1 RRL s B o qramt 8
amay S Um 73R % el RO Bter s &) 9 sraniwig
S gs mA eren @, il widlg owaret oE et @ i
waE M) 28 MR IE e @it s emat fIAd mfe
FEGE GET WAAE SRS T A A g s R
% gl et & (& 5,97 e im0 & atand @A
w1 gafasie SEEAS SiEE GRTT 3 aEgieEt SET

“In as much as Congress i1s the one thoroughly

representative national organmisation of India, 1815 needlese
to stress that the speech of 1ts President 18 the speech
of the Nation And he declares that any movement
against Hindi tends to retard our npationsl advance There
18 no reason why the movement of Hindishonld be opposed
Constdersng 1t will be a step forwards nationnl omity.
Tha mmportance of the study of Iindustafir can not be
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over estimated. It will serve as the

medium of inter-
provineial counnunication, as the lingus francs of India,
and will thos promote our national unity. It will thereforo,
Le another milestone in our march to Freedom. Moreover |
1t 18 perbaps not sufficiently understood that the adoption

of Iindustam as the Lingus Franca of India 1s one of the

important items in the copstructive programme of the
Congress. I earnestly hope that those who are opposing
the introduction of Hindustam will reahse the significance
of progressive measure of their governmnent and desist fiom
the agitation they have been carrying on. The example set
by the Madras Government will then be followed with
advantage to the mation

1 other provinces too. The
agitation

agamst Hindi 1s detrimental to the highest
mterests of the Indian Nation”.

(Caleutta Hind: Club  Bulletin,
Scptember. 1988
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( 2w wma Rl sam i 9%3%-1 ¢ % Sivrd W )

1 havs often wished, friend and champion of Democracy
though I am, that i1t were 1n my power for a buef spell of
time to act as Dictator of all India I had a great many
schemes to put through, 3f I bad the good fortupe to bo
elevated to that postion But awonyg tkem all, a
promunent place was assigned to the edict to po all over

the country and fo enforce with every authouty that I
could counmend, thad ww all Schoels and Calleges,
all the offices of Government and all its courts of justice,
Hindustant should be  recognized medium of
communication  You hnow that in all countries and
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especially 1n this country, tho absolute word of an Lperor,

King, whose power 13 uncheched, goes very far Itisa
pity that those hings and emperors used ther unbrdled
power not always for the good of the people I bad
however an excellent 1dea of wsing my power, so long as
people chose to grant 1t to one, for their goad And, I
could not further their good. 1t ql:p.cnrcd to me, Letter
than by commanding them and coercing them if necessary,
to adopt » common lapgusge and a common senpt” (Right
Honourable Shnnivas  Shastnn Adress dulivered at the
convocation of Dakshin Bharat Hinti Irachar Sabba
1033 34)
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daughters of Sanskrit by birth or adoption has been before
the public for a number of years. Yet 1n these days of

aggresshe provincialism, perhaps a plea for one script
will be regarded as an 1mpertinence But the hteracy
calmpaigns raging all over the country should compela
hearing for the advocates of one script. I have been one
such for years I remember having even adopted in South
Africa Devnagn senpt for my Indian correspondencs
with Gujaratis 1o select cases TInter Provincial intercourse
will be much faciitated by such adoption and the learmng
of the various provincial labguages will be made infinitely
easier than it 15 to-day If the educated people of the land
were to pat their heads together and decide upon one
serpt, its universal adoption should be an easy thing,
To the millions, who are ilhterate, 1t 18 a matter of
mdifference  what scuipt 1s  prescribed to them 1If the
happy consummation comes to pass there will be only
two scripts 10 Indin—Devoagn snd Urdu, and every nation-
alist will deem his duty to master the two seripts Tam g
lever of All Indian languages I1hase tried too to learn ag
many senpts as posslble And if only I had the time, even
at theage of 70 1 have energy enough to learn more Indian
languages That would be a recreation for me Butin
spite of all my love for the languages I must confess that
Ihave not learnt sl the senpis 1 should pick up a
workable hnowledge of the principal languages of the pro-

vinces 1o very hitle time and Devnagri has nothing to be
ashamed of 1n point of symmetry or beauty I hope that
those who ave engaged 1n the literacy campaigns will qive
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pnssmg thought to my suggestxon If they will adopt

Devnagri script, they will save for the faluce genmerationg
tons of labour and time and earn thewr blessings ”—

Associnted Press. (Amrita Bazar PatnkeAug 5th 1938)
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Answering  the araguments of Raihnabihn Tyabjee
who favoured Hindustam as the iater-provincial language
written exclusively 1n Nagri, Mahatma Gandhi expressed
that, *We are not two nattons Those who beheve the
the Hindus and the Muslims to be two nations barm both
the communities and India It should not matter that the
Quid-e-1zam believs The Hindus and the Mushms of India
to be two nationsor that thereare Hindustoo who entertain
the same belief, surely, 1t doces not follow that because
the whola world 1s 1n error, we, who beheve otherwise,
should follow 1t  This should never happen

If Himndustam 1s tahen to be the inter-provincial
langunge of India, 1t follows that both the seripts, Nagn
and Urdu, should be equally acceptable If the state,
recognizes only Nagri as  the character in which

Hindustam  should be wniten 1t would ceitainly be

w gl Aaers e @ fegme’ wsl Tl e @
Tergead’ & maral Mo sfsamag ags felaa ‘ag wgm fegamy
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unjust to our Mushm bretheren and when 1t 1s remembered
that they are a migority the guilt 1s enhanced.

Ibhave never contented that all the forly croresof
Indians have to learn both the scnpts, I bave, howeser
beld that ihose who hsve ipter-provineisl cootacis aod
who want to serve not mcerely their own provioce but the
whole of India should know both the scripts The reason
15 obvions  They ought to be able to read letters wntten
whether 1o the Nagn or the Urda scripts Hence, st 15
necessary that both the scripts are accepted as national

If Hindi 13 to be the pational langnage, naturally Nrgn
alone will be the national scrpt and of Uzrda s {o tahe that
place, Urdu script alone wili be the naticnal script. But
if Hindustans, which 13 & resoltant of the junchiom of
Hind: and Urdo, 18 to be the national langnage, a knowledge
of both the scopts 13 essentia) 1 the manner spdsented

byme x %X x x
(Hamjan November 9th 1047)
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On the occasion of opening of the Hind: Prachar Sabha
Buldings Pandit Jawaharlal Nehra, Congress President,
emphasised the value of Hindi as the national language
of India and said that had it not been for national call,
the people who did not speak Hind:i as their mother tongue
wouid nos bavs fearnt that Janguage as enthusastically
18 they had done Knowledge of Hindi would promote the
spirit of nationalism, and further Hind: was the language
most suited to be the Lingua Franea of the country

The Pandit dispelled the fear that the progress of
Hind: might result in the supertession of the local dialects
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by Hindi Hindi, he said, was not intended to super-
sede the local dialects The pripcipal langusge of India
should be the principal language of the respective areasin
which they were spohen And there was no guestion
of any of them being superseded by Hindustam: But the
speaker emphasised that Hind: would be the hnguistic
link to bind India together

Papdit Nehru next referred to Hindi-Urdu controversey
and said there was no difference between Llhe two languages
except that Hindi was wrtten 10 Devanagar: script and
Urda m the Persian script  Further, in some areas there
rmight be a large admixture of Sanshnt words in the
language where as 1 certian  other areas there nught be a
large number of Persian words Pandit Jawaharlal said
he spoke pure Urdu in conversation with friends 1t was
unfortunate that the Hindi Urdn coctroversy was consider-
ed 3 communpal guestion It had no communal aspect,

he emphasised.—Umited Press.

(Advance Oct *37)
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, mbiating discussion

whether the development of Endian literatures’was umifying

force pointed ont that snperfecial observers mmght think
more provincial

on

that snch development would create
barrters  “But 1n reality” he said when we take abont
this question, 1t does not relate to o dozen languages,
but only to two, namely Hindt and Urdu—which is one
Jangnage with difersnt hitarary forms drawing snspiration
from the sanic fountain head »

{Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Hmdusthan TimesD I N.
conf speeches. October 22nd  1045)
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% % X The correct word for ‘India’, as apphed to
counntry or culture or the historical continmsy of our varying
traditions, 158 ‘Hindy' from ‘Hlind’, a shortened form of
Hindustan. ‘Hind’is st.:ll commonly used for Indin 1In
the countries of Western Asig, 1n Irsn and Tarkey, i Iraq,
Afganmistan, Bgypt and elsewhere India hos always heen
referred to, and 1s still called, Hind, and everything
Indian s called ‘Hind:' *Hindi has nothing to do with
religion and & Mushm or Chrstian Indian 18 88 much as s
Hind as a person who follows Hinduism as a rehgion
Amencans who call all Indians Hindus are not far wrong,
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they would bo perfectly correct if they used the word
‘Hiad1*  Unfortunately the word “Hindi has become
associated 1n Indta with a partienlar senpt—the Devoagn
Seript of Sansknit—and so 3t has become difficult to useit
in 1ts larger and more natural ssgmficance  Perhaps when
prosent day controversies subsido wo may revert to its
onginal and more satisfying use  Today the word
‘Hindustan:’ 1s nsed for Indian , 1§ 18 of course derived from
Hindustan But tiua 18 too much of a mouthful anad 1t has
no such historical and cultvral associations as Hind: bas
It would certainly appear odd to refer to ancient periods

of Indian cuiture as ‘Hindustani ©  x x x
(Discovery of India P P 54)

x % x I have no iden of the number of people who
understood Latin in the Turcpe of Dante’s time, nor da I
know how many understand Sanskrit 1n India fo day Bat
the number of these Jatieris still large, especislly in the
South Simple spoken Banshrit 18 not very difficult to
follow for those who know well any of the present day
Indo Aryan langusges—Hind:, Bengahh Marath:, Gujrat:
etc Even present day Urdu, itself whoelly an Indo Arsan
language, probably contarns 80% words derived from Sans
knt It 1s often difficult to say whether a word has come
from Persian or Sansknt, as the root words in both these
languages are alihe Cunously enough the Dramdian
langunges of the South, though entirely different an orign,
have borrowed and adopted such masses of words from the
Sonshrt that neariy half their vocabulary 18 very nearly
allied to Sangknt x x x (ibid P P 135)
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X X X Tl;e wodern Indian languages descended from
the Sanshrt, and therefore culled Indo-Aryan languages,
arc Hindi, Urdu, Bengal;, Marathi, Gujrat;, Onya,
Assamese, Rajasthant (o varation of Hindi), Panjab,
Sindhi, Pashto and Kashmur: The Drawidian langusges
are —Tami), Telogu, Kanarese and Malayalam These
fiftcen languages cover the whole of India and, of these
Hindi, with tts variation Urdu, 38 by far the most wide-
spread and 1s understood even where 1t 1s not spoken
Aputt frotn these, there nre only some dislects and some
undeveloped languages spoken, m very lumted aress, by
some bachward hill and forest tmbes The oftrepeated
story of Indra having five hundred or more languages 182
fiction of the philologists and the census commissioner’s
mind, who note down every varation m dialect and every
petty hull tongue on the Assam Bengal frontier, with Barma
as a seperate language, although sometimes 1t 13 <poken
only by o few hundred or o few thousand persons  Most of
these so called hundreds of languages are confined to this
eastern frontier of India and to the eastern bordar tracts
of Burma  According to the method adopted by census
commussoners, Iiurope has hundreds of lapguages and
Germany was, I think, histed as baving about sixty

The language question in India, has nothing to dc
with this vanty It 13 practically confined to Hindi-Urdu,
one languzge with two hterary forms and two sernpts  As
spohen thore 1s hardly any dsffercnce, as writien  especially

m lterary style, the gap widens Attempts have been
wade, aud are bemng, made to lessen this gap and the
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develop o common form which 18 usually styled Hindustam
This 15 developing 1nto o common language understood all

over India % %X % (ild P P 136)
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Hindustani the Best Common Medium of the Masses

I have becn associated with ths institulion for a long
time and am conversant with the progress it had made
during the last 28 years, in all directions YWhenever I
came to South India, I have tried to visit the Sabha and
say publicly sometbhing about its work When I toured
Soutk India as the President of the Indian National
Congress, 1 was unmensely pleased to find the amount of
work turned out by the Sabha at various centres, quali-

tatively and quantitatnvely It was also a sonree of pleasure

to me when at some places people ashed me to address
them to Hindustan: .

In adopting Hindustan: as the common language for
India, 15 was their infention to adopt the Janguage mn fhat
form: and style as would be understood by a large number
of people It was not their wntention to replace provincial
languages by Hindustam  Taml, Telugn, Malayalam,
Kanada and other languages had their own places n the
respective regions  Hindustap: was sought to be made the
common medium of espressions at all gatherings where
people from ifferent provanzes and people talling d:fferent
languages assembled to transact business common fo
them all

There was not much difference between Hindustani and
Hind: Frere mught be a slight difference m vacabalary
The formn of 2 language was not determined by 1s vocabu
fary, bat by its grammar The grammar for Hyndostam
and Urdu was the same Every language has borrowed
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freely from their sister langug,cs  Hindustan: has gone on
expanding, borrowing freely from other langusges 'lhat
was also the case with Lnghsh  They would have noticed
that the size of the Oxford DictionAry was mereasing every
time 1t was published By the timo the words beginning
with 4 were punted, so may additions would have been
made, necessitating an appendis  Hindi has drawn freely
from Sansknt, Urdu, Persian and Arabie

The Hindustani, they would buildup, ultimately would
retain the grammar which was commonly drawn from the
vocabulary of both and also incorporate all the words mm
current use by the masses He was addressing them 1n
Hindustan1  He Lnew ne ther Persian nor Sanshnt That
was his weahness and also his strength because he could
view things swithout bias  That was why he considered it
their duty to spread the standard Hindastam among the
people so that they might have 1t as their common langu-
age, for, 1t was understoon by all pcople, irrespective of
dafferences based on dialects creeds or rebigion

‘With the advent of independence the importance of
Hindustam has increased In the Constituent Assembly
they were faced with the question of finding n medium of
cxpression understood by all persons  That was the reason
why be hnd suggested that they should frame their futore
Constitution 1n Hindustam:  If the Constituent was framed
1 Enghsh, doubts might arise sn respect of interpretation
some years later They mught then be put to the necessity
of going to foreign jurists to inteipret thewr laws They
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would also have $o porpetuate all the legal machinery they
were now having By framing the Constitution ;in Hindu
stani, they would help the generations to come to nterpret
the Constitutton correctly thomselves and fo the best
advantage of the conntry

When Iudia became free she will be sending her own
representatives to foreign Conferences Inke the represen
tatives of every other natian, the representatives of India
would be speahiog the Hindustan: and their speachkes would
also be translated into the langusges of the 1epresentatives
of other nations, just as French, Russuan and other
langusges were being translated now

(Azad Hind 25tk May, 1947)
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In the Madias Assembly to-day, the singing of * Vande
Mataram™ and compulsory introduction of Hindi in schools
formed the main subjects of discussion during the debate
on the budget demand for g gront of Rs  199,49,400 under
Ldueation

Several Muslhim membors, headed by Khan Bahadur
Khalifullah Saheb, ex-interim Aluster, opposed compulsory
introduction of Mindi 1o Schools,

a8 & “foreign language”,

which they characterised

Khan Bahadur Khalffullah declared “If there should
be a common langudke for Tndia at all, it should be Urdg
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The Government have no mandate from

%4

and not Hinds
the electorate that Hind: should be made a compulsory

langusge Had they stated thig intention of theirs ab the
t1me of the election, T aw afraid they, would not have been
cted to the places they occupy now”

|Referrmg to the Wardha echeme of education, the
Musllm members conceded that education should be voca-
tional, bub entertained msgrvings about the theory of
They felt gratified that the

ele

mabmg 1t seli-supporting
Jatter theory was not a live 1ssne to day.
PREMIER S REPLY

The Hon’ble Mr C Rajagopalachariar, Premuer,
replying to the Opposition’s objections to the introduchion
of Hind:, ssid that Governments policy in this respect
was merely anped at imparting a8 working Knowledge or
Hindi, which was spoken 1o & major part of India to
students of thus presidency, so that communication betiveen
the south snd north mught, be facilitated There was no
question of evolving s common language for India at
He said that the agitation sgminst Hind: on the

present
based on msanderstanding, and

part of  Mushms ™ was
he wounld meet them half way by making ibo scnpt for the
study of Hindusthan: optional for Mushm boys
A WRONG IMPRESSION

Concluding, the Hon'ble Premier said that Mushms
were under an utterly wrong mmpression when they thought
that Urde was their own Iangusge and had its omginin
Islaw e said *‘Let nobody imagme that Urda :s Islam



