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CONFIDENTIAL

I September, 1943

»

I . U-boat position s and alterations of position:

( a ) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

U 277 AB 3528 )

U 360 AB 3584 )

U 737 AB 3852 ) all depth of sweep 30 miles
U 956 AB 3896 )

U 355 AB 11.
U 255 AT 3148.
.U 703 AS 42/43.
U 302 ice reconnaissance as far as Wilkitzki

Straits.
.U 354 XA 74/75.
U 711- AT 64,
U 629 AT :85.

In port

:

U 307 Haiiiiiierfest

,

U 387, 6ri, 636, 713 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, .586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

( b ) U-boats h ome T.vard and outward bound:

U 269 proceeding from AA 65 to Narvik.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammer fest

.

1600 U 960 put into Narvik from the operational
area.

U 355 proceeding to Hammerfest via AB 2257
and 6130. • :

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger fuehrer North (East):

1 lu 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Admiralty Peninsula - AT 4655 - Banak. Not
exhaustive, nothing '.to report.

16 FW 190 on snipping reconnaissance and attacks
on shipping targets reported off Fisher Peninsula/
Kola inlet.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.
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Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

2 FW 200 with radar on sea reconnaissance south -of
Jan Mayen.

III. Reports on the enemy,:

(a) By U-boats:

An unintelligible short signal 1355/780 with a

report west of AB 3896 was received from
U 956 (Mohs) in the Bear Island position.

1640 Short signal amplified by "Mohs" in radio
message 1602/783:

"At 1247 in AB 3894, 2 separate mast tops.
2 guardships assumed; No contact."

( b) By air reconnaissance:

1 coastal freighter of 400 G.R.T. and one
coastal guardship of 150 G.R.T. sunk in
Eina Bay.

1 merchant vessel of 2,500 G.R.T. and 1
patrol vessel of 500 G.R.T. southeast of
Greenland in AA 8817, course 20°, low speed.

(c) By naval forces: None.

( d) By radio intercept service:

According to radio traffic, submarines
"L 20", "L 22", "S 101" off the Norwegian
polar coast.

Murmansk area: S.0. Destroyer Flotilla
Belushya/Yugorski Straits area: guardships
Nos. 19, 73; minelayer No.. 93, minesweepers -

Nos. 41, 62, 64, 109, motorvessel "Kassatka"
(appeared for the first time).

Menshikova signal station (AT 8422) at 0924
reported a surfaced U-boat off the Norwegian
polar coast', .distance. 10 >uiiles^ bourse 10o

#
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(e) By G.I.S. stations:

Subject: England/Russia convoy, preliminary
announcements

:

War organization F. reported on 31 August:
at the end of August, 1943 a new aircraft carrier,
the "Rabaul" put into Newcastle-oa-Tyne

.

It is to escort a convoy which is due to
sail for Murmansk' or Archangel at the
beginning of September, During the same
period, the destroyers 176, 166 and

. submarines* H 92, 49 and 47 were lying
in the Tyne, Source of shipping intelligence:
secret agent.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations:' None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

4 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
1 boat operating 'with BV 138' s north of
Novaya Zemlya, 4 boats in the Kara Sea.

0200 U 255 (Harms) reported in short signal
0007/771 time unsuitable for BV s take-off.

( c

)

Special operations by single boats:

1103 Radio message 1103/777 sent to U 355
(La Baume )

:

"Stand off and on at the ice limit near
point of entry. If "Bassgeiger" is not
sighted by 1800 on' 1 September, return to
Hammerfest on opposite course via AB 6130
and SR 1."

( d) Miscellaneous

:

U 30.7 (Herrle) will not be able to put out
from Hammerfest for Narvik, from, where he
is to proceed for operations in the Kara
Sea, until the evening of 2 September.

V. Reports- of successes: None.^ — -' *• - — ' - —

—

—
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VI. U-boat reports: • •
'

Short report from U 960 (Heinrich) from 19 August
to 1 September, 1943. See Appendix III/l.

VII

.

Survey of the situation:

The mast tops reported by U 956 (Mohs) might
be a mistaken sighting by this boat which is new
to the northern area.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

2 September, 1943.

I . . U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

U 277 AB 3528 )

U 360 AB 3584 )

'IT 737 AB- 3852 ) all. depth of :sweep 30 miles,
U 956 AB 3896 )

U 255 AT 3148.
U 703 AS 42/43.
U 302 on ice reconnaissance as far as Wilkitzki

Straits

.

U 354 XA 74/75.
'

U 711 AT 62/64.
U 629 AT S5-

In port:

U 307 Hammerfest,
U 387, 601, 636, 713, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient

.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 269 proceeding from AA 65 to Narvik.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area to

Narvik.
U 355 proceeding to Hammerfest via AB 2257 and

3584.
2000 U 307 put out from Hammerfest to Narvik,

-429-



CONFIDENTIAL
;

II

.

Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East) -

:

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

South Cape - Ice Fjord - 75° N,,'5° E. - Banak,

4 FW 190 on shipping reconnaissance Fisher
Peninsula - Kola inlet, nothing to report,

1 lu 88 on sea reconnaissance Petsamo AC 8863 -

Belushya - Kolguev North - Kanin Nos - Kirkenes.
Not exhaustive. Belushya not covered because
of weather conditions,

1 Ju 88 on sea reconnaissance Banak - AB 6194 -

2655 - 2734 - 6254 - 6315 - 3277 - South Cape,
east coast of Bear Island - Banak, Broken off
in AB 3738 because of engine trouble. Route
not exhaustively covered, no reports of enemy
sighted,

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance,

Flieger Fuehrer North (West)

:

No reconnaissance in the operational area.

III. Reports on the en emy:

(a) By U-boats:

0905 Radio message 0720/791 received from
U 360 (Becker):

"Clou-d of smoke sighted for short period
in AB 3-843, no contact, weather, varying
visibility. 76 cbm."

2235 Radio message 1232/709 received from
U 354 (HerbschlebJ:

"In XA 7292 hunted by warship. Easterly
course. Assume convoy expected from east.
Sea, wind 0, visibility 20 miles,"
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(b) -•- err reccrr.ei I . . : e :

The tr mission t in Eellsund (3G 7944)
a: the former

:
Norwe logical station

has disa: ts pi re 5 or
shellhol r ::: _ nachine-gun emplacement .

Several hc\ in AG 7915, 1 or 2 boats on the
beach.

(c) - rival f er :es : '.: : r .

( i ) Z" r:ii: i_.rercert service :

Ire zrrrr vessel put out from
Belushya at 190C on 31 Augu t

.

Norwegian polar coast: some : to U-boats
in the operati:

ya/Yugorski Str rdship
No. 19*

(e) 5;.- Z-. I ,Z .' s: aeicr.s : Here.

IV. rurrer.T. V-::e: ::er;Ti:rs:

(a) 2cr. " : :r er .-: i:r.s : N:

(b) Crer=:i:rel neee^res :: rr.~er:e~:T ereir.- Traffic:

4 boats between Bear Island and Spitsber gen,
1 in with BV 138* s north of Novaya
Zemlya, - boats in the Kara ;ea.

1230 Radio message 11". 2/795 eived :_

V ;-: : ,3e:>er :

"One :ase :: iiphth i . Doctor from "Mohs"
on board. 1m user ur . Dis«^ :erkation
urge "

. : r_rr regained, "ir.r
slackening, 1034mb., 74 com.

0015 U 255 (Harms] in short signal 0006/788
reported time unfavorable for take-off of
3V.
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2130 Short signal 2107/71* received from U 302
(Sickel)

:

"Intend to stand on and off Wilkitzki Straits
sea area. Southern passage impeded by
drift-ice fields, however passage possible

;
for ships and boats."

Consent given in radio message 2209/714
together with drift-ice warning.

2351 Radio message .2351/718 sent to U 354
(Herbschleb)

:

"Re radio message 1232/709: only observations
to be reported, not fanciful assumptions.
Report whether presumed convoy approaching
from the east is confirmed by definite
observations and what they are. In future I
expect only carefully considered reports."

( c ) Special operations by single boats:

Radio message 1133/796 instructs U 639
(Wichmann) and U 269 (Hansen) to report
their positions as their return journey
has evidently been delayed. In short
signal 1446/703 "Hansen" reports his
position as AB 8677. No signal from
"Wichmann".

1303 In radio message 1303/702 "La Baume" was
ordered to take off the sick man from
U 360 (Becker) :

"(1) "La Baume" to proceed toAB 3584 at
high speed.

(2) Report arrival in grid square immediately
by time short signal. Add "yes" if
"Bassgeiger" was met."

If "La Baume" signals "yes", it is intended
to have him relieve U 360 until the "Coburg ,M s

return, and to order U 36O to return
immediately,
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1700 Short signal 1658/704 received from U 355
(La Baume)

:

"3 September, 0230."

1729 Radio message 1729/707 therefore sent:

""La Baume" to take over sick man from "Becker",
return passage to Hammerfest east of Bear Island,"

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI

.

Survey of the situation:

(1) It is possible that U 360 (Becker) 's sighting,
under the influence of "Mohs" is also a mistake,

(2) The report from U 354 (Herbschleb) does not
make it clear whether his assumption is
supported by information from the radio
intercept group. It would seem nearer
to the truth that one or more patrol
vessels are operating against the U-boats
which have been detected along the shipping
route and that "Herbschleb" ! s report is
only based on conjecture. The lack of
clarity which has characterized 'Herbschleb"'.

s

recent reports made a sharp rebuke necessary.

(3) From Enemy Situation Report North No. 40,
dated 2 September: ,

(a) To judge by the. inspection tour of the
S.O, of the White Sea Fleet as well
as from other indications, traffic is
only just starting up along the northern
sea routes, Luftflotte 5 is of the same
opinion. Ice-breakers have not appeared
in the Kara Sea.

(b) There has been a great increase in
minesweeping activity, especially in the
Belushya area. Nine minesweepers on
26 August as against 2 to 5 before 22
August.

(c) Ian Mayen airfield (center of west coast)
has 2 hangars and probably 3 anti-aircraft
positions. Type of aircraft not
recognizable. Possibly meteorological
aircraft

.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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3 September, 1943

•

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

U 277 AB 3528 and AB 2633 )

U 360 AB 3584 and AB 2668 ) all depth of
U 737 AB 3852 and AB 2936 ) sweep 30 miles.
U 960 AB 3896 and AB 3757 )

U 255 .AT 3148.
U 703 AS 42/43.
U 302 XA 59.
U 354 XA 74/75.
U 711 AT 64/62.
U 629 AT 85.

In port

:

U 387, 601, 636, 713, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 639 proceeding from the operational area
to Hammerfest

.

U 355 proceeding from AB 3483 to Hammerfest
via AB 3790.

U 269 proceeding from the operational area
.to Narvik.

1700 U 307 put into Narvik from Hammerfest.

II. Air reconnaissance:

'

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

Meteorological reconnaissance by 1 Ju 88
Banak - Bear Island - South Cape - Ice
Fjord - 75° N., 5°E. - Banak. Not exhaustive,
nothing to report. 8 FW 190 on shipping
reconnaissance Fisher Peninsula - Kola inlet,
nothing to report.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.
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Flieger Fuehrer North ('//est):

2 FW 200 on sea reconnaissance in area south
of Jan Mayen and westwards to east coast of
Greenland, no report of enemy sighted.

Ill . Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats

:

0110 Radio message 2354/707 received from U 277
(Lubsen)

:

M At 2124 submarine with raised periscope in
AB 3519. Boat probably dived 10 minutes
after me. ^uery: "La Baume" , otherwise
enemy. Weather, visibility very good."

U 355 (La Baume) was ordered to reply to
"Lubsen" f s query in radio message 0141/720

0330 and in short signal 0307/721 reported that
he was not Eke U-boat sighted by "Ltibsen"

.

( b

)

By air reconnaissance: None

.

( c

)

By naval f ornes

:

None

.

(d) By radio intercept service:

Because of poor catches, single fishing
vessels received permission to proceed to
fishing grounds 17. probably west of
Novaya Zemlya.

Norwegian polar coast :_ little radio traffic
to submarines in the operational area.

Belushya/Yugorski Straits area: 6

minesweepers Ncs. 32,55,57,59,63,110;
guardships Nos, 20,28, 77; guardboat No.
505; minelayers Nos. 90, 93.

Amderma/Dikson area: guardship No. 19;
minesweeper No. 60.
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2220 Radio message 1149/758 received from
"Herbschleb";

"Kenntmann: According to Dikson radio
nine additional r&trol vessels."

(e) By G.I.S. stations:

ir Organization, Portugal reported 2

September: Source: reliable agent.
It is learned; from an enemy diplomatic
source in Lisbon:

"Commencement of the offensive against
Norway, as well as in France and the
Mediterranean area, is fixed for a date
between 10 and 12 September, 1943,
depending on the weather."

IV. Current U-boat operations:

( a

)

Convoy operations: None

.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy
traffic:

After it he d been confirmed that it was not
one of our own U-boats that U 277 (Ltlbsen)

6/fl7 sighted in the attack area, radio message
0417/724 was sent to Croup "Monsun":

"Enemy submarine apparently in your formation.
Move attack areas by 70 miles on course
280°."

( c

)

Special operations by single boats:

0730 Short signal 0628/727 received from U 355
(La Baur.ie) :

"Am at rendezvous as ordered, have not
met U-boat. Send D/F signal for meeting
in accordance with war orders."

Since, in the meantime, orders have been
given to Group "Monsun" to move their
attack areas, and U 360 (Becker) may have
left the old grid square,

0917 radio message 0917/730 was sent:

"(1) New rendezvous for "Becker" and "La
Baune" AB 3483.

(2) From 1200 "Becker" to send D/F signals
on "Fritz"."
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1610 Radio message 1304/741 received from U 355
( La Baume )

:

"Sick man and doctor taken off from "Becker".
Intend to transfer doctor to "Mohs"."

1623 Radio message 1623/748 - sent to. "La Baume":

"Return via AB 3790 after transferring doctor."

"La Baume" is to avoid the area where the
enemy has been sighted. .

(d) Miscellaneous

:

Sailing orders for U 307 (Herrle), see Appendix II/l.

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI

.

Survey of the situation:

(1) The mast tops sight e.d by U 956 (Mohs) might have
been raised periscopes and the cloud of smoke
sighted by U 36O (Becker) might have been
the Diesel exhaust oj the enemy submarine
reported by U 277 (Lubsen). It is also
possible that more than one enemy
submarine is within our formation as
"Mohs" reported two separate masts,

(2) The •movement of the Bear Island formation
to the west will at the same time provide
useful flanking protection for operation
"Zitronella" (attack on the British base
at Spitsbergen) ,

(3) The increased patrol activity in the
Diksbn area raises hopes for the approach
of traffic on the West Siberian Sea route,
perhaps from the east . It might be an
advantage to concentrate the boats to the
east, so as to give them a longer stretch
for attack.

(5) Reports concerning enemy plans against
Norway and an intended Murmansk convoy
are increasing in frequency. Apart from
U 307 (Herrle), recently detailed for
operations in the 'Kara Sea, no further
boats are therefore to be dispatched to the
east, all. the more so as our meteorological
operations are due to commence shortly.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann*
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4 September, 1943.

I, U-boat positions and alterations of position;

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

U 277 AB 2633 )

U 360 AB 2668 ) all depth of sweep
U 737 AB 2946

)
30 miles

.

U 956 AB 3757 )

U 255 AT 3148.
U 703 AS 42/43.
U 302 XA 59.
U 35V XA 74/75.
U 711 AT 62/64.
U 629 AT 85.

In port:

U 307, 387, 601, 636, 713, 960 Narvik,
U 635 Trondheim,
U 212, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

( b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 639 proceeding from the operational area
to Hammerfest

,

U 355 proceeding from AB-3790 to Hammerfest.
1800 U 269 put into Narvik from the operational

area.
0500 U 307 put out from Narvik for the operational

area,

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju" 88 carried out meteorological reconnaissance
Banak - Bear Island - South Cape - Ice Fjord -

75°' N*., 5° E. - Banak, nothing to report.
Route not exhaustively covered.

4 FW 190 on shipping reconnaissance Fisher
Peninsula - Kola inlet

,
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Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.

Flieger fruehrear-North" (West ) :

2 FW 200 with radar on reconnaissance south of Jan
; Mayen, nothing to report.

Ill . Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats: None.

(b) By air reconnaissance: None,

(c) By naval forces: None.

(d) By radio intercept service:

At 1225 a submerging U-boat in AT 8846,
reported by Cape Greben signal station.

A few messages sent to submarines in the
operational area.

Belushya/Yugorski Straits area:
guardships Nos. 19, 28, 72, 73, 77;
minelayer No. 94; minesweepers Nos.
57, 59, 62, 63, 110.

S.O. Destroyer Flotilla' on the "Baku",
probably with other destroyers, early on
4 September in the- Dikson area, .

Received weather report from Archangel
via Diksoji,

(e

)

By G-.I.S. stations:

Kiel G.I.S. station reported in Secret
2347 I AW, dated 4 September:

"Reference report of Kiel G.I.S. station
Secret 2337 I AW dated 3 September. War
Organization, Portugal reports the following
in message No," 467,' regarding ' the beginning
of operations on 10 September: 'Para. 2):
On 8 September a convoy of 45 ships will put
out • from Halifax, r.oute via Cape Farewell,
thQn south of Reykjavik and north of Bear
Island to Murmansk. Para. 3): A convoy
sailing from Iceland and intended to supply
Westf jord is to join the above-mentioned
convoy on about 20 September for part of the
voyage .

'

M
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IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy
traffic:

4 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
1 boat operating with BV 138' s north of
Novaya Zemlya, 4 boats on the 'Jest Siberian
Sea route.

U 2 55' (Harms) in short signals 0024/765
and 1150/778 reported time suitable for
V to take off.

13 56 After Flioger Fuehrer North (East) had
reported the take-off, radio message'
1356/786 was sent to U 2 55 (Harms):

"BV has taken off. Will arrive at landing
place 3 at about 2100."

Thereupon U 255 (Harms) reported in
short signal 1443/788 that the flying boat
is meeting him at landing place 1.

2320 "Harms" reported in short signal 2307/709
that the BV landed at 2130.

2349 Radio message 2349/715 sent to U 2 55
(Harms)

:

"Reconnaissance 2 on 5 September. Report
traffic and ice limit from southwest
corner to northeast."

In order to have the second refuelling
U-boat nearer to the landing places and
so as to move U 711 further cast on account
of the traffic expected there, radio
message 1314/787 was sent to U 703
(BrUnner) and U 711 (Langc):

"(1) At 0400 on 6 September rendezvous in
AT 6149; transfer food supplies to
"Lange". "BrUnner" will be supplied
later by "Harms".

(2) After that, change attack areas."

1521 Group "\/ikin^" waft informed in radio message
1521 /79- that the S.0. of the Destroyer
Vlotilla on tht "Baku" and probably further
destroyers are in the Dikson area.

1730 U 302 (Sickcl) reported in short signal
1706/795 that If rge ice fields are
encountered only north of 78° N.
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1830 U 703 (Brttnner) reported in short signal
1816/797:

"It is possible that I ha ve been observed.
Strong"-'air patrol."

2351 Radio message 23 51/716 sent:

"4- September U 307(Herrle) to proceed from
Andfjcrd via landing place 1 to XA 71,
speed 7 knots, to join Group "7/iking" ."

( c

)

Special operations by single boats:

As no signal has hitherto been received from
U 639 (Wichmann) and transmission difficulties
are

•

presumed, radio message 1643/796 is sent
ordering him to report his position by radio
message.

No message from minelaying boat U 629 (Bugs).

(d) Miscellaneous:

Group "Monsun" was informed in radio message
1104/783 of the return route of the "Coburg".

Sailing orders for U 269 (Hansen)

:

"(1) Put out from Narvik on the evening of
5 September.

' (2) Proceed through 7/estfjord. Keep at
distance of 50 miles from the coast

and make for Bergen via Fejeosen.

(3) Radio service "Anton" and Northern
tcrs very long wave."

V. Reports of "successes: None.

VI

.

U-boat reports:

Short report from U 269 (Hansen), see Appendix III/2 .

VII. Survey of the situation:

(1) None of our U-boats Eire- west of the Yogorski
Straits. The Cape Greben report is an
indication of the Russian fear of U-boats,
caused by our operations along the West Siberian
Sea route

.

(2) The moving of destroyers into the Dikson area may
also be regarded as a purely defensive measure.
On the other hand, it might be a preparation to
protect further shipping traffic, or a precaution
against a German operation such as was carried out
in the Kara Sea a yt.ar ago by the "Scheer", and
whose repetition must appuar possible to the enemy.

(3) The safe arrival at last of the second flying boat
-.t the fuelling boat promises better information
on the ice and traffic situation from now on.
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(4) IT- v 1 War Staff wires: "In the last few
days lerge-scale enemy nine sweeping
operations, possibly in preparations for
landings, have been observed in the Channel
off 0' laic - nd Boulogne. Other signs,
particularly reports of extensive troop
concentrations in southeast England, point
the same way. We must expect the enemy
to start landings planned against other
coasts simultaneously with operations
against the northwest coast of France."

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

5 September, 1943

I. U-boat positions end alterations' of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

U 277 AB 2633 )

U 360 AB 2668 ) all depth of sweep
U 737 AB 2936 ) 30 jniles

.

U 956. AB 3757 )

•

U 255 AT 3278, •

U 703 AS 42/43,
*

U 302 XA 59,
U 3 54 ::- 74/75,
U 711 AT 62/64,
U 629. aT 85.

In port:

U 269, 387, 601, 636, 713, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, '586. Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b ) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 307 proceeding from Narvik to the operational
area.

U 711 proceeding from AT. 62/64 to AT 6149.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammerf est

.

0925 U 355 put in to Hammerfest from the operational
area .

•2200 U 269 put out from Narvik for Bergen.
2200 U 636 put out from Narvik for Bergen.

II- Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - South Cape - Ice Fjord - 75° N.
,

5° E. - Bar . Not exhaustive, nothing to report.

5 F'j/ 190 (3 fighter-bombers) on shipping
reconnaissance Fisher Peninsula - Kola inlet.
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Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No operations reported.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

•2 FW 200 on sea reconnaissance south of Jan
Mayen.

Ill . Reports on the enemy:

( a

)

By U-boats

:

None .

(b) By air reconnaissance:

2 coastal freighters in Motka Bay.

In AA 8821 southeast Greenland, 1 merchant
ship 3,000 G.R.T., 1 escort vessel 600 G.R.T.,
southerly course, slow speed.

(c) By naval- forces

:

None.

( d) By radio intercept service:

Norwegian polar coast: a few messages to
submarines in the operational area, of which
"Schtsch 402" was mentioned by name.

Belushya/Gorlo Straits area: minesweepers
Nos. 57,59,60; minelayer No. 94; suardships
Nos. 19, 75.

Belushya/Yugorski Straits area: minesweepers
Nos. 62, 101; guardships Nos. 28, 73.

(e) By G.I ,S. stations: None.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic :

4 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
1 boat operating with BV 138 T s north of
Novaya Zemlya, 4 boats in the Kara Sea.
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In short signal 0122/717 U 255 (Harms)
reported that the take-off for a
reconnaissance flight via Dikson to the
east will be at 0830.

1830 Corrupt short signal 1742/725 received from
U 255 (Harms)

:

"XA 7266 passage free of ice, am moving
operational area to the east of the attack
area ordered."

1905 Radio message 1905/728 sent to U 255 (Harms):

"Corrupt signal interpreted. Assumed
meaning: no traffic or ice as far as XA
7266, next reconnaissance intended further
east. If incorrect, rectify. Otherwise
agreed."

The next take-off is then announced by short
signal 2355/732 for 0730.

( c ) Special operations by single boats:

Meteorological transmitter "Dietrich"
is lying ready at Hammerfest and will be
installed on Bear Island if possible
before operation "Zitronella" (attack on
the British base at Spitsbergen)

.

1217 The following radio message 1217/719 was
therefore sent to U 355 (La Baume) who
has just put in to Hammerfest:

"(1) Put out again with "Dietrich" at
maximum cruising speed.

(2) After execution of task withdraw to
AC 42. If set is -working satisfactorily
return to Hammerfest, otherwise report."

No reports from minelaying boats U 629 (Bugs)
and U 639 (Wichmann).
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(g) Misceli ; as

:

Siiii.-^ criers for U 636 ("li^ecranct)

:

"(1) Put out from on the afternoon
of 5 S€ iber.

(2) 7: d vi^ " istfjord and with escort
via inner leids to Bergen.

(3) Rec. :ervice "Anton .rthern
. v long wave

V. E : : r ~ t : : gucc ; = es: ..- .

VI. U-bcut r<

.ort rcr crt fr::. "J 277 (Lttbsen), s-„ .-.ppendix III/3
?.c: - lv:-.. :.;:= 1

:

.'r;: Hanmerfest

.

VII . Survey c: Tl-.e situricn:

Ice conditions be ver : vorable. If,
traffic is t: from the -:est,

it will have to have passed through the Wilkitski
Straits before the beginning of Octobe Three
of boa~ ,11 be dij 3 far east aa

le in order to conpen the lack of air
to 1 - the

list ng which attacks can be mad-. .

(Signed) pp. Eckernann.

: £ ;.

' :-."• r . 1 - -
'

.

I. Z-zziz ---;..-
, - : It-ir-..'. i .:.= zZ ::£:::

(a) ?:5ition£ -it 080C :

Z:z 'a: ::rr.:l;:. 1 r :

U 277 AB 2633 )

U 360 AB 2668 ) all depth of sweep
U 737 2936 ) 30 mile .

U 956 AB 2757 )
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U 255 aT 3278,
U 703 AT 6149,
U 302 XA 59,
U 3 54 xa 74/75,
U 711 AT 6149,
U 629 AT 85.

In port:

U 3 55 Hammerfest,
U 387, 601, 713, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lor lent.

(b) U-boc ts homeward and outward bound:

U 307 proceeding from Narvik to the
operational area.

U 703 proceeding from AT 6149 to AT 64.
U 711 proceeding from aT 6149 to XA 73/81.
U 354 proceeding from XA 74/75 to XA 58.
U 639 proceeding fron the operational art

to Hammerf est

.

U 629 proceeding frora the operational area
to AT 6149.

0800 U 355 put out from Hammerfest for the
operations 1 area.

U 269 proceeding from Narvik to Bergen.
U 636 proceeding via inner leads from Narvik

to Bergen.

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - South Cape - 77° N. , 15° E. -

75° N., 5° E. - Banak. Nothing to report.
Not exhaustive.

2 <Ju 88 and 2 BV 138 on strip reconnaissance
for "Zitronella" (attack on British base on
Spitsbergen) in Barents Sea from AC 9791 -

SC 7839 - AB 3349 - AC 2478 - 5889, nothing to
report, almost exhaustive,

2 FW 190 on shipping reconnaissance Fisher
Peninsula - Kola inlet, nothing to report.
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Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

2 He 115 and U BV 138 carried out fan
reconnaissance ana protective patrol for
"Sizilien" (attack on British base at
Spitsbergen) . Exhaustive for two thirds
of the way. Enemy not sighted.

2 Ju 88 with radar carried out protective
patrol for "Sizilien". Reconnaissance area
exhaustively covered by radar. No enemy
sighted

.

Flieger Fuehrer North ( /est):

U FW 200, 3 3V 138 and 1 j'u 88 on sea
reconnaissance between Norwegian coast and
east coast of Iceland and Greenland and
northwards as far as 72° N. ITo report of
enemy sighted. Area almost exhaustively
reconnoitered

.

III. Reports on the enemy:

'

( a ) By U-boats: Hon e

.

(b) By air reconnaissance: None.

(c) By naval forces.: None.

.(d) By radio intercept service:

Signal station 381 (probably northern
Novaya Zemlya) set up on 5 September.

Norwegian polar coast: average amount
of messages to submarines in the operational
area.

Belushya are." : guard boat ITo . 601;
guard ship No. 63 .

Dikson area: minesweepers Nos . 57, 59, 60.
Busy radio traffic from Archange! and
.oscow to Dikson.

Kenntmann reported in ridio message 1637/743:

"Sailing of vessel "Stalin" from "Dudinka"
for Dikson imminent. Possibly tanker or
ice-breaker."

(e) By G . I . S . st ati ons

:

Tone.
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IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy ope rations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy
traffic:

4 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
1 boat operating with BV 138' s north of
Novaya Zemlya , 4 boats along West Siberian
Sea route.

1350 Radio message 0847/739 received from U 255
(Harms)

:

"My intention: after today's operation
BV to return immediately to Billef jord.
Take-off of relieving BV on call because
of. weather conditions."

1610 Short signal 1539/742 received from U 255
(Harms) :

:

"Boat's aircraft reports: order for
reconnaissance flight cannot be carried
out because of bad visibility."

The BV has evidently struck b ;d weather
in the east.

1950 In short signal 1930/745 "Harms" reported
that the return flight to Billef jord will
start at 2200 and received permission for
the take-off in radio message 2109/751 *

233 5 However, radio message 2245/752 received
from "Harms":

"Return flight impossible owing to weather
conditions."

2300 U 711 (Lange) reported in short signal
2237/748:

"Have taken on supplies, have food for
3 weeks."

2359 Radio message 2 3 59/75 5 sent:

"(1) "Bugs" to transfer food supplies to
"BrUnner" at 0000 on 8 September in
iVT 6149. Thoii return to ^ndf jord
via landing place 1.

(2) "Lange" to occupy attack area XA 73 and
81, "Herbschleb" XA 58, if ice permits."
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(g ) Special operations. by single boats:

1320 U 255 (Harms) reported, as ordered in short
signal 1307/738 , that U 639 (Wichmann) has not
met him.

U 629 (Bugs) reported in short signal 2117/746
that task 1 has been carried out.

(d) Miscellaneous

:

In connection with operation "Zitronella"
(attack on British base at Spitsbergen)
radio message 1514/743 was sent to Group
"Monsun" and to U 355 (La Baume):

"Own battle group at sea. Comply strictly with
Para. 25 of Operational Order No. 1 for
Northern " waters U-boats."

Radio message 2301/754 sent to U 307 (Herrle):

"Message No. 743 also applies to you. Endeavor
to be east .of AC 47 by 0200."

V. Reports of successes:

U 629 (Bugs) reported minelaying operation
"Seeadler I" carried out

.

VI

.

Survey of the situation:

(1) The busy radio traffic with Dikson and the
reports of vessels there point to impending
traffic. After carrying out his operation,
U 629 (Bugs) can strengthen the patrol of the
approaches through the Yugorski Straits, while
U 711 (Lange) after taking on supplies is
to proceed eastwards.

(2) The latest signal from U 639 (Wichmann) was
received on 21 August and concerned the
completion of his minelaying operation. He
was then probably north of the 0b estuary
and received orders to occupy an attack area
east of the Yugorski and the Kara Straits.
It is possible that he ran on to a Russian
mine, particularly as radio intercept service
did not pick up any Russian reports of U-boats
in this area and about that time,

(Signed) pp. Eckermann,
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7 September t 1943.

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

U 277 AB 2633 )

U 360 AB 2668
)
all depth

U 737 AB '2936 30 miles.
U 956 AB 3757 )

U 255 AT 3278.
U 703 AT 62/64.
U 302 XA 59.
U 354 XA 74/75,
U 355 AB 3990.

In port

:

of sweep

U 387, 601, 713, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 586 3ergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 307 proceeding from Narvik to the
operational area.

U 711 proceeding from AT 6149 to XA 73/81.
U 629 proceeding from the operational area

'to AT 3278 via AT 6149.
'

U 354 proceeding from XA 74/75 to XA 58.
U 703 proceeding from AT 62/64 to AT 3278

via AT 6149.
U 737. proceeding from AB 2936 to AA 3325.
U 956 proceeding from AB 3757 to AB 2936.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammerfest

.

U 629 proceeding from Narvik to Bergen.
U 636 proceeding from Narvik to Bergen.

II. Air reconnaissance:

Fliegor Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - South Cape - Ice Fjord - 75 N.,
5° E. - Banak, not exhaustive', nothing to report.
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1 Ju 88 on reconnaissance of coastal inshore
waters Kola coast to West Fairway as far as a
line from Morjovets to Pulonga.

2 Ju 88 on strip reconnaissance for operation
"Apfelsine" in sea areas AC 4973 - 1172 -

2148 - 5859) exhaustive, nothing to report.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

2 Ju 88 with radar, reconnaissance for
"Zitronella" from 0819 to 1600 without sighting
the enemy. Reconnaissance area was extended
as far as 79° N.

1 BV 138 (radar) carried out exhaustive
reconnaissance from- 0522 to 1718 without
sighting the enemy, route extended as far as
AB 1512 and 1347.

1 He 115 on reconnaissance from 06l6 to 1617
without sighting the enemy, not exhaustive,
broken off at Jan Mayen because of weather.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

3 FW 200 and 2 BV 138 on sea reconnaissance
for "Sizilien" (attack on British base at
Spitsbergen) between Norwegian coast, Iceland
and 70.50 N., westward as far as ice limit.
Area fully covered by radar and visual reconnaissance,
no reports of enemy sighted.

III.' Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats: None,

(b) By air reconnaissance:

Kola coast, in AC 8985, 1 freighter 8,000
G.R.T., 2 destroyers and 1 torpedo boat,
course 1200; 2 patrol vessels hove to off
Lumbovski Bay; in AW 2912, 1 freighter
1,000 G.R.T. and 1 patrol vessel, southerly
course; in AW 2915, 1 patrol vessel hove to;
in AW 2899, 2 freighters of 1,000 G.R.T. and
500 G.R.T., southerly course.

( c

)

By naval forces: None

.
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(d) By radio intercept service:

Minesweeper No. 57 put out from Cape
Jelaniya (AT 3220) at 1935 on 5 September
for an unknown destination. At 0450 on
6 September minesweeper No. 104 proceeded
from Cape Stolbovoi (AT 4619) to the
Matochkin. Straits and back on sweeping
operation. At 0900 on 6 September
minesweeper No. 64 and steamer "Roschal"
(1,427 G.R.T.) left for Vlagernoye
(Novaya Zemlya)

.

At 0325 on 6 September 1 minesweeper and
1 other vessel passed Cape Greben.

Russkaya Harbor signal station (AT 2379),
at 0730 on 6 September, sighted a vessel
to the north, course west.

At 1900 on 4 September a German flying
suit and a lifebelt were found near
Lpginovo Bay (AT 8427).

Norwegian polar -'coast : a few messages
to submarines in the operational area,
•'Kl n , ''Schtsch 402", "L 22 i? mentioned
by name

.

Belushya/Yugorski Straits area:
guardships Nos . 72, 73; minelayers Nos.
90, 93; minesweepers Nos. 59, 63, 110;
motorboat Ps 49.

From I630 to 1900 on 6 September a
"DB 3

?? flew from Belushya to Matochkin
Straits and back.

(e) By G.I.S. stations: None,

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None,

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy
traffic:

4 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
1 boat operating with BV 138» r? north of
Novaya Zemlya, 5 boats in the Kara Sea.
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After Group North/Fleet and Admiral
Northern Waters have sanctioned the
detachment of one boat from Group
"Monsun" , radi o message 1146/763
was sent to Group '''Monsun":

"(1) "Brasack" at 0800 on 9 September,
stand off and on from AB 3325 to
AH 9775 to meet the "Coburg", small
drifter, funnel and bridge aft, morse
name "KWS '

. If prevented by ice,
report new position Tine by short
signal, • Report meeting by ''yes",

otherwise ;'no 1! after 8 days. Escort
according to War Order No, 176. After
meeting, stand off and on, further
instructions will follow,

(2) "Mohs" at 2000 on 7 September make for
. "Brasack"' s attack area in AB 2936,
depth of sweep 30 miles. 1 '

U 737 (Brasack) reported, as. ordered in short
signal 0008/775 that he will proceed to the
attack area at 1500,

0220- Radio message 0114/756 received from U 302
(Sickel)

:

?'Two huts and radio masts on eastern "rock
island". My position, XA 5869."

U 255 (Harms) was informed in radio message
1209/765 of a minesweeper which put out from
Cape Jelaniya on 5 September. In order
to strengthen the patrol of the Yugorski
Straits/Dikson sea route,

radio message 1213/762 was sent:

"(1) After transferring food supplies,
"Bugs" to occupy attack area AT ok
and join Group "Wiking".

(2) "Briinner" to occupy AT 62."

2230 Short signal 2208/771 received from U 629
(Bugs)

:

"Rendezvous for replenishing supplies
unsuitable because of weather . Suggest
new rendezvous at ...AT 3278."
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2314 Radio message 221/4-/773 therefore sent
to U 629 (Bugs) and U 703 (Brunner):

"New rendezvous in AT 3278, Reference
message 765.

"

( c ) Special operations by single boats;

U 355' (La Baume) with meteorological
transmitter "Dietrich" off north coast
of Bear Island. 'No message from
minelaying boat U 639 C'ichmann),

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI

.

U-boat reports;

Short report from U 355 (La Baume). see
Appendix III//+.T

"

VII

.

Survey of the situation:

(1) oince U 639 (Vichmann) has not reported
since 21 August and has not met with
U 255, he must be presumed lost, unless
a complete breakdown of his radio is
assumed. The flying suit and lifebelt
found in LoginovoBay indicate that
he was sunk by a mine or Russian
submarine, Flieger Fuehrer North (East)
has been requested to carry out a
reconnaissance of the area in question
t

:o look for any members of the crew who
may have got ashore,

(2) ith U 536 in dock and the loss of U 639
(Wichmann), only U 601 (Grau) and U 96O
(Heinrich) can now be used for minelaying
operations. So as to have more boats
available, IX 629" (Bugs) and U 956 (Mohs)
will be withdrawn.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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u 360
u 956.
u 255
u 629
u 354
u 302

In port

:

CONFIDENTIAL

8 September, 1943*

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area :

AB 2633 )

AB 2668 ) all depth of sweep
AB 2936 ) 30 miles.
AT 3278.
AT 3278.
XA 58.
XA 59.

U 387, 601, 713, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 307 proceeding from Narvik to the operational
area.

U 711 proceeding from AT 6149 to XA 73/81.
U 703 proceeding from AT 62/64 to AT 3278,
U 737 proceeding from AB 2936 to AA 3325.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area to

Hammerfest.
U 355 proceeding from the operational area to

Hammerfest.
1400 U 269 put in to Bergen from Narvik.

U 636 proceeding from Narvik to Bergen.
2000 U 713 put out from Narvik for the operational

area,

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

2 Ju 88 on loose sea reconnaissance east of
the battle group* s route. Exhaustive, nothing
to report

,

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

South Cape - Ice Fjord - 75° N,, 5° E. - Banak.
Examined Ice Fjord, from> 0700 to 0730 and reported
operation well under way, warships bombarding
installations. Fires at Barentsberg, Grumantby
and Longyearby.
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1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

AT 1691 - Matochkin Straits - Banak, not
exhaustive

,

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

2 Ju 88, area TromsB/South Cape on "Zitronella"
route, nothing to report, 1 BV 138 west of there,
nothing to report.

I He 115, area northeast of Ian Mayen,

Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

3 FW 200 carried out exhaustive reconnaissance
of sea area north of Iceland,

II BV 138 off west coast of Norway as far as
2° V. between 62° 30* and 68° N.

1 Ju 88, east coast of Iceland.

2 Ju 88 south of there as far as the northern
point of the Shetlands and the northern exit
of the Minch,

III. Reports on the enemy:

( a

)

By U-boats: None

.

(b) By air reconnaissance:

At 1515 in the western exit of Matochkin
Straits, 2 freighters of approximately
1,000 G.R.T. each, and 1 fishing smack
at anchor,

(c) By naval forces: None,

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) Motor vessel !?Beloschtschel je" sunk
on 7 September in Naryan Mar area.

On 7 September, minesweeper No. 32
probably damaged by a mine in the
Yugorski Straits area. Cape Greben
was asked to report the place where
the explosion occurred and to state
where minesweeper No. 32 is now,
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)

Motor vessel "Nord" still in Dolgaya
Bay (AT 8468) on 7 September.

Signal station 341 (west coast of Novaya
Zemlya) reported a minesweeper on a

southerly course from O656 to 0842 on
7 September.

Belushya/Kara Sea area:-
destroyer A; minesweepers Nos. 34, 37, 57
59, 62, 64, 108, 110; minelayers Nos. 90,
93; guardships 19, 11, 73, 75; guardboat No, 60|
motorvessels Ps 49, Ps 75.

Russian submarines "K 1", "L 22" and
"Schtsch 402" appeared in radio traffic
off the Norwegian polar coast on 6 and
7 September.

(2) Reykjavik transmitted at 0350 to Cleethorpes:
Spitsbergen (Green 'Harbor ) at 0245 reported
3 cruisers, 7 destroyers (no position).
Message repeated by Cleethorpes to Murmansk
at 0457.

Transmission of reconnaissance messages
concerning 7 destroyers and 3 cruisers,
a total of 3 operational radio messages for
submarines in home waters were broadcast
from 0245 to 1200 by Rugby radio station.
The program- was interrupted for one of
these transmissions. On the whole, this
traffic is not unusually extensive. Nor
is there anything unusual in the remaining
radio traffic up to now,

(3) Staff of Belushya base (Novaya Zemlya) at
1100 on 8 September, to all subordinate
stations: "Cases of enemy U-boats approaching
our coasts are on the increase. Sea and
air patrols should.be strengthened. We
may have to expect a landing. An attack
on the signal station from the shore
seems to be quite possible. Readiness for
action to be tested daily."

(4) For the first time Belushya received
radio messages from Polyarno via Archangel
for transmission to all submarines in the
operational area, Russian submarines
must be expected in the northern Barents
Sea and the Kara Sea,
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(e) By G.I«S. stations; None.

IV. Current U- j:>c- rations:

( a ) Convoy operations: None

.

( b

)

Operational mea sures to intercept enemy
traffioT

3 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
1 boat operating with BV 138* s north of
Npvaya Zemlya, 5 boats in the Kara Sea.

1511 Radio .message 1511/793 sent:

w (l) "Herrle" to proceed via landing place
to attack area AT 64.

(2) ^Bags*1 to return after transferring
food and oil,"

Battle Group ,sZitronellaM and Group "Monsun"
were infomed in radi o message 1849/798
that T r 713 (Gose j a]- of 5a s pu t out 1

relieve U 659 d'ohs) at 1600 on 10
September in AE 2936.

(c) S?cc:a] ope:: at lorn by single boats:

No repo:

( d

)

Mi see]. i£2iLi.

Sailing ord pr for U 713 (G-ose.jakob) , see
Appendix 1*1/2

L

V

.

Reports of succes s es_:_ None ,

VI. Survey of the situation:

(1) The damage caused bo vessels in the
Naryan Mar and Yugorski Straits areas
appears to be the result of minelaying
operations at our U-boats.

(2) The appearance of our U-boats in the Kara
Sea and their successful minelaying
operations have evidently evoked
considerable patrol and sweeping activity.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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9 September, 19^3*

I. [J-bo-at positions and alt £-r ..~ ions of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area;

AB 2633 )

AB 2668 ) all denth of sweep
AB 2936 ) 30 miles.
AA 3325 standing off and on as far

as AE 9775.
AT 3276 •

AT 3278.
XA 73/81.
XA 58.
XA 59.

U 387, 601, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trcndheim,
U 212, 269, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient

.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 307 proceeding from Narvik to the operational
area.

U 713 proceeding from Narvik to the operational
area.

U 629 proceeding from the operational area to
AT 3278.

U 639 proceeding from the operational area to
Hammerfest

.

0730 U 355 put in to Hammerfeat from the operational
area.

2000 U 636 put in to 7ergen from Narvik.

II. Air reconnaissance:

u 277
u 360
u 956
u 737

u 255
u 703
u 711
u 354
u 302

In Dort

:

Flieger Fuehrer North (j^ast):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - Ice- Fjord - 75° N., 5° 7. - Banak,
nothing to report, not exhaustive.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

Only "Sizilien 5
' reconnaissance. (Attack on

British base at Spitsbergen.)
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Flieger Fuehrer North (/est);

2 FW 200 on reconnaissance of sea area north
of Iceland to search for carrier formation.

1 Ju 88 in sea area of Faeroes to search for
carrier formation, probably the "Belfast".

Special operation "Clizilien" (attack on British
base at Spitsbergen )

.

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

2 Ju 88 on exhaustive sea reconnaissance in
area east of a line from North Cape to South
Cape as far as 74° 30 f N., nothing to report.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

2 Ju 88 with radar over sea area oouth Cape - -

North Cape as far as 75° N., nothing to report,
exhaustive.

1 BV 138 with radar west of there as far as
• 3° W., nothing to rjport, exhaustive.

1 He 115 in sea area north of Jan Mayen,
broken off because of fog.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

2 FW 200 with radar on exhaustive reconnaissance
of sea area north cf Iceland.

1 Ju 88 carried out exhaustive reconnaissance
of sea area off east coast of Iceland,

III . Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats

:

None.

(b) By air reconnaissance:

Westa 1 (meteorological reconnaissance
Staffel) reported at 0655 in AE 9687,
east of Faeroes, 1 aircraft carrier,
2 light cruisers, 3 destroyers, probably
storied. At 1305 in AE 1857 1 heavy
cruiser, 1 destroyer stopped. 8 merchant
vessels of up to 3,000 G.R.T. each, stopped.
West of Faeroes, 10 merchant vessels totaling
34,000 G.R.T. South of Faeroes, 2 merchant
vessels totaling 6,000 G.R.T. Carrier
unit no longer sighted.
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( c

)

By naval forces: None

.

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) Motor vessel "Nord" which was proceeding
from Dolgaya Bay (AT 8468) to Yugorski
Straits on 7 September, received orders
on 8 September to sail close in to west
coast of Vaigach Island on her return
voyage.

The operational area of Russian
submarines probably also includes
the sea area west of Novaya Zemlya.

Norwegian polar coast: submarine "K 1" .

Belushya/Kara Sea area: minelayer
No, 93; guardship No, 73; minesweepers
Nos. 57, 59, 64, 110.

(2) On the afternoon of 9 September Moscow
sent an extremely urgent radio message
(German "most immediate") to Dikson for
transmission to 20 addresses, including
Aiderma and, presumably, ships.

(3) On the evening of 9 September Dikson and
one other radio station received orders
from Belushya to ask the Einsamkeit
Island station what radio traffic had
been heard in their neighborhood, on
which waves and under what call signs.

(e) By G.I ,S, stations: None.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy
traffic:

3 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
2 bo : :ts operating with BV 138' s north
of Novaya Zemlya, 4 boats in the Kara Sea.

1038 In short signal 1026/713 U 255 (Harms)
reported that the BV would take off on its
return flight at 1000.

It was assumed that the aircraft had already
taken off and permission for the take-off
was therefore not signaled to "Harms".
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At the request, of Flieger Fuehrer North
(East) radio message 1138/717 was sent
to "Harms"

:

"Report by 0400 on 10 September whether
it will be suitable for relief BV to land
between 1300 and 1400."

"Harms" thereupon reported in short signal
2029/726 that time was suitable,

1825 In short signal 1806/723 "Harms" again
reported that the-take-off for the return
flight will be at" 0100 on 10 September.

2005 Radio message 2005/729 ' sent to "Harms":

"(1) Permission to take off on return
flight granted for 0100.

(2) Your previous short signal was
understood to mean that 1000 w-as

time of take-off, as received
after that time,"

The take-off of the relieving BV is planned
for approximately 0800 on 10 September,

The boats were informed in radio message
0905/712 that-.Belushya has ordefed its
subordinate stations to increase U-boat
patrols and that Russian submarines may
therefore be expected in the northern
Barents Sea and in the Kara Sea,

( c) Special operations by- single boats:

In order to determine definitely what was
the last information obtained regarding
U 639 (Wichmann), the boa.ts were asked
in radio message 1855/725 whether the
Russian report off AT 8422 (Cape Menshikova)
of 31 August could apply to any of them.
No message was received in reply

V. Reports of successes: None,

VI. Survey of the situation:

(1) The carrier formation reported is
apparently a routine patrol of the Iceland
passage due to the sailing of our
battle group,

(2) The relieving aircraft is to carry out
ice and shipping reconnaissance as far
east as possible, which will be important
for the operation of our U-boats,

(Signed) pp. Eckermann,
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u 277
u 360
u 956
u 737

u 255
u 703
u 711
u 354
u 30-2

In port

:

10 September, 1943.

U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 08001
. 1

In the operational area:

AB 2633 )

AB 2668 all depth of sweep
AB 2936 -) 30 miles.
AA 3325 standing off and on as far

as £H 9775.
AT 327B.
AT 3278,
XA 73/81.
XA 58.
XA 59.

U 355 Hammerfest,
U 387, 601, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b)
.
U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 307 proceeding from Narvik to the operational
area,

U 713 proceeding from Narvik to the operational
area,

U 629 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik via AT 3278,

U 639 proceeding from the operational area to
Hammerfest,

U 956 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik.

U 277 proceeding from AB 2633 to £G 7590.

II . -Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - South Cape - 78<> tfry- 10° E. - Banak,
nothing to report . Flying route only partly
covered.

14 FW 190 on reconnaissance of shipping traffic
Fisher Peninsula - Kola coast.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.
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Flieger Fuehrer North (<ust):

3 FW 200 with radar carried out sea reconnaissance
in sea ^reo north of Iceland - Denmark Straits
and southeast Iceland.

1 J"u 88 on sea reconnaissance of sea area around
Faeroes and between west coast of Norway and
4° W., not exhaustive.

1 Ju 88 with radar on sea reconnaissance of sea
area between Iceland and the Faeroes, exhaustive.

2 Ju 88 on strip reconnaissance between west
coast of Norway and Shetlands and Faeroes.

III. Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats: None.

(b) By air reconnaissance:

1 coastal 'freighter, 150 G.R.T., damaged,
5 fishing boats destroyed in Ura Bay. In
AE 1958 1 patrol vessel hove to, in AE
8298 1 four-engined American Clipper, course
140°. In AE 9564 (Faeroes) 2 merchant ships
of up to 5,000 G.R.T.. in AE 9595
(southeast of Faeroes) 1 destroyer, class
unknown, 3 merchant vessels of up to 3,000
G.R.T. at anchor. In AE 8911 1 steam
trawler, 100 G.R.T. , hove to. Southern
tip of Sveeroe, 5 patrol vessels hove to.
In AF 7859 1 M.T.B., course 20°, moderate
speed. In AN 1189, 1 sailing ship, 2,000
G.R.T., course 120°, low speed; AN 1178
1 aircraft carrier apparently the
"Illustrious 1 ', 2 light cruisers and 3
destroyers, course 160°, moderate' speed,
AN 1175 1 auxiliary aircraft .carrier
(converted merchant ship of about 20,000
G.R.T.), 1 heavy cruiser of the "London"
class, 1 light cruiser, probably of the
"Southampton" class, and 4 destroyers
(1 of the ;?Javelin ;? class), course 160°,
moderate speed. In AF 7475 4 large steam
trawlers, 1,000 G.R.T. each, hove to,

( c

)

' By naval forces: None .

(d) By radio intercept service:

According to a report of the Staff of the
Russian Northern Waters Fleet, a German
U-boot was in AC 9530 or 9830 at 2109
on 7 September.
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On 8 September, Belushya instructed its
subordinate stations about the approach ofl
German U-boats to the Russian coast. Sea
and air patrols were to be increased, as a
landing might be expected.

On the afternoon of 9 September, Moscow sej
out a very urgent radio message to Dikson

• for transmission to 20 addresses, includin|
Amderma.

On 9 September, the Russians sent a query
Einsamkeit Island as to what radio traff iojj

been heard.

Guardboat No. 505 anchored in Yugorski Stre:

area on the morning of 9 September, guardsl
Nos. 73 and 77 anchored off Cape Greben atF
0720 on 9 September.

•

Norwegian polar coast: some- radio traffic I
submarines in the operational area. ,?K l"!

mentioned by name.

Belushya/ Kara Sea area: .Belushya receive
radio message from Archangel to pass on tol

all submarines;

In the operational area: minesweepers NoB
37, 39, 63, 110.

At 1600 on 9 September, two ?,
'R '5" and one I

"DB 3" took off from Belushya on a reconn^
flight over the Barents Sea.

(e) By G.I.S. stations:

G.I.S. station Kiel reported in 2402/1 Awl

Subject: Convoys on the Northern route. I

Reference: G.I.S. station Kiel 2347/1 A..' 3e:

dated 4 September.

(1) The convoy reported in Para. 2 of th
above reference is due to put in to
Reykjavik on 16 September. On 20 or
September, it will continue on a dirfl

course towards North Cape, which it m
pass at a distance of 20 miles. In ce;

of heavy attacks, it is intended to m
northwards

.

(2) The convoy from Iceland reported in
Para. 3 will not be assembled , but inJ
a convoy will put out from Narvik beB
10 and 11 September in the direction!
West fjord.

-465-



COIIPIDK-TIaL

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy
traffic:

3 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
2 boats operating with BV 138 ! s north of
Novaya Zemlya, 4 boats in the Kara Sea.

In radio message 1323/743 U 956 (Mohs)
received orders to return after meeting
U 713 (Gosejakob)

.

U 713 (Gosejakob) reported in radio message
1636/746 that he has not met "Mohs"

;

visibility 6 miles.

Thereupon, '''Mohs" received orders in
radio message 1906/748 to return at 2000
if the meeting had not taken place by then.

2044 Ra flio message 2044/753 sent to U 277
(Lubsen) :~

"(1) At maximum continuous speed, make for
observation position o-ff Ice Fjord,
Spitsbergen.

(2) Task: observe and report, as well as
attack, enemy units putting. into
the fjord to give assistance or carry
out reoccupation.

(3) It is vital to remain unobserved from
land. Approach submerged.

(4) Enemy submarine may elso be in this
area. Take due care.

(5) Report departure by short signal."

In short signal 2350/756 "Lubsen" reported
departure at 0000,

0225 Rad^o message 0027/738 received from U 703
(Brfirmer J

:

"(1) "Harms"' s tube clear.

(2) All aviation lubricating oil transferred

(3) "Bugs" not yet arrived.
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After delayed transmission from Flieger Fuehrer
Lofoten, radio message 1903/747 sent to "Harms 1 ':

"Landing at base at 1024. Relief taking off
at 0757."

As no report of the landing was received from
"Harms", radio message 2046/751 sent:

"If the relief has not yet landed report by
time short signal until what time you kept watch
on the aircraft wave after the other plane
had taken off for the return flight.
Transmission to us of time of take-off of the
relief aircraft was delayed.

2130 Short signal 2111/749 received from U 255 (Harms):

"Yes, 2030. " here has my aircraft landed?"

The relieving aircraft therefore landed there
at 2030. The question apparently refers to
the returning aircraft, so that it may be
assumed that 7Harms" had not yet received
radio message 1903/747.

( c ) Special operations by single boats: None

.

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI. Plans:

Radio message Battle Group 2434/43 Al t dated
10 September received:

"Most Secret. Occupation of Ice Fjord by a
U-boat after operation "Zitronella" (attack on
British base at Spitsbergen) is recommended,
as it may be assumed that the- enemy will inspect
the effects of the attack and

?
on previous

occasions, has always sent two cruisers.
According to statements by prisoners, 2 cruisers
had already been reported there, so that the
flying of the British battle ensign by our
destroyers proved to be a very successful trick."

U 277 (Liibsen) will be detailed to patrol Ice Fjord,

VTI. Survey of the situation:

(1) It appears that the Russians have at last
noticed our radio traffic with U 255 (Harms)
or that between him and the BV 138 f s.
Radio message 1101/741 was sent to draw the
attention of Group "Y/iking" and of "Harms"
to this fact

.

(2) The convoy course, as given by the C-.I.S. report
is improbable. Rather, it should read 20 miles'
distance from South Cape, Spitsbergen.

(Signed) pp # Eckermann.
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u 737.

u 255
u 703
u 711
u 354
u 302

In port

:

CONFIDENTIAL

11 September, 1943*

I. U-boat positions ??nd alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

AB 2668
)
both depth of sweep

AB 2936 ) 30 miles.
AC 7590

3325 standing off and on as
far as AH 9775.

AT 3278.
AT 3278.
XA 73/81.
XA 58.
XA 59.

U 355 Hammerfest,
U 387, 601, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient

.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 629 proceeding from the
j

All proceeding
operational area to ) to assist the BV
Narvik via AT 3278 ) which made a
and AF 7956. ) forced landing.

U 255 proceeding from AT
3278 to AF 7956.

U 307 proceeding from AT
3278 to AF 7956.

U 703 proceeding from AT 3278 to AT 62.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammerfest

.

U 956 proceeding from the operational area
to Narvik.

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju SB on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - South C^pe - Ice Fjord - 75° N.,
5° E. - Banak, nothing to report. Flying route
only partly covered.

6 FW 190 on reconnaissance of shipping traffic
Fisher Peninsula - Kola inlet*

6 BF 109 on meteorological reconnaissance of
Fisher Peninsula, nothing to report.
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Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten;

No sea reconnaissance.

Flieger Fuehrer North- (I've st ) ;

2 FW 200 on sea reconnaissance of sea area south
of Jan Mayen, no reports of enemy sighted.

III

.

Reports -on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats: None.

(b) By air reconnaissance: None.

( c

)

By naval force s: None

.

(d) By radio intercept service:

The Russian Flotilla leader the "Baku"
(with 3.0. Destroyer Flotilla), the destroyers
"Uritski" and"E" "and minesweepers Nos. 40,
42, 48, 103 and 5 guardboats in the Belushya/Kara
Sea area, also minesweepers Nos. 59, 60, 63.

2 aircraft in Belushya area at midday on
10 September, Yugorski Straits (AT 8823)
reported at 1535 on 10 September: 2 minesweepers,
2 freighters, another vessel, bearing 15°,
at a distance of 10 miles, course 60°.

Unidentified signal station in the Belushya
area reported 2 minesweepers (?) on a
westerly course en the afternoon of
10 September

,

On 10 September between 0800 and 1600, 2

"MBR 2" aircraft flying from Belushya to
Lagerni (AT 4624)

.

Norwegian polar coast: several radio
messages to submarines in the operational area.

( e

)

By G.I.S. stations: None

.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(
a ) Convoy operations: None

.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
2 boats operating with BV 138 ! s north of
Novaya Zemlya, 3 boats in the Kara Sea, 1
boat off Ice Fjord.

0009 Radio messa^, 0009/757 sent:

""Harms" from Captain U-boats:
From 11 S mber, reconnaissance 2 as
far cast as possible, as in last order,"
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0930 U 703 (Brtlnner) reported in short signal
0919/763 that U 629 (Bugs) gave him
sufficient supplies for 3 weeks and he
still has 100 cbm. of fuel.

2145 Radio message 2040/773 received from U 255
(Harms)

:

^BV made forced landing in grid square
AF 7956. Aii making for place of accident,
radio communication, request "Bugs" and
"Herrle" to assist."

2228 Thereupon radio message 2228/774 sent

;

"(1) "Bugs" and "Herrle" to make for
~KF 7956 at increased speed to assist
3V which has made forced landing.
Keep watch on aircraft wave:
5909 Kc/s on 11 September, 5329 Kc/s
on 12 September. D/F wave "Emil"
in accordance with NBLM (Communication
regulations for combined operations
between the German Air Force and Navy),
Emergency wave 500 Kc/s.

(2) Am assuming that BV did not land near
"Harms" at 2030 on 10 September,
landing only known. to "Harms" through
radio communication. "Harm" f s query
of yesterday about the aircraft
landing was taken to refer to the
return plane."

( c ) Special operations by single boats:

U 629 (Bugs) on return passage from landing
place 1.

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI. Survey of the situation:

(1) The appearance of destroyers in the Kara
Sua raises hopes that westbound traffic
may still be approaching; however, it may
also be a purely defensive measure against
our U-boats

.

(2) It is difficult to understand how the BV 138
came to be 200 miles northwest of Novay
Zemlya; it must therefore now be assumed
that U 255 (Harms)' s question yesterday
referred to the relieving aircraft which
has lost its way and has now made a forced
landing. If this is so, the aircraft must
already be down for 24 hours.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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12 September, 1943.

I . U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

AB 2668 ) both depth of sweep
AB 2936 ) 30 miles,
AG 7590.
AA 3325 standing off and on as far as

AH 9775.
AF 7956.
AT 62.
XA 73/81.
XA 58.
'XA 59

.

U 355,Hammerfest,
U 387, 601, .960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 586, 636 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 629 proceeding from AT 3278 ) All proceeding to
to Narvik via. AF 7956. assist the BV which]

U 255 proceeding from AT 3278 ) has ni.de a forced
to AF 7956, ) landing.

U 307 proceeding from AT 3278
to AF 7956.

U 703 proceeding from AT 62 to AT 3278.
0945 U 956 put in to Harstad from the operational

area.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area to

Hammerfest

,

II. Air reconnaissance:

U 360
u 713
u 277
u 737

u 255
u 703
u 711
u 354
u 302

Ir1 port

:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 lu 88 on meteorological reconnaissance, broken
off in 73.3° N., 24° E s becaus.e of engine trouble.

1 Ju 88, Banak - Bear Island - Storfjord - AG 7540 -

Banak, nothing to report,

1 Ju 88 on exhaustive reconnaissance of coastal
inshore waters as far as West Fairway.

20 FW 190 on armed shipping reconnaissance Fisher
Peninsula - Kola inlet, attacked ships reported there.
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Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No operations reported.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West);

No sea reconnaissance.

III. Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats

:

None.

(b) By air reconnaissance: -

Gorlo Straits in AW 2675 1 destroyer,
southerly course and in AW 2617 two
merchant ships, totaling 2,500 G.R.T.,
on a southerly course.

1 coastal -freighter, 250 G.R.T., sunk in
Ura Bay. 1 coastal freighter, 600 - 800
G-.R.T., severely damaged and one R-boat
(motor minesweeper) probably damaged, 2

direct hits on an anti-aircraft position;
one coastal schooner, 150 G.R.T., damaged
on 10 September, conf irrned

>

as sunk in
Ura Bay on 12 September.

(c) By naval forces: None.

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) Cape Jelaniya signal station (AT 3213)
sighted- 2 U-boats at 0315 on 12 September

(2) On the afternoon. of 11 September the
Kara Straits signal station received
orders to send three armed soldiers
to search the coast and to look
particularly for signs of an aircraft
landing*

(3) In the afternoon Cape Jelaniya (AT 3213)
was asked to give exact details of an
enemy vessel which had been- sighted.

Guardboat No. 602 approaching from the
southeast anchored in the Yugorski
Straits (AT 8589) at 1325. The motor
vessel "Nord". was in the same area.

In the evening minesweeper No, 59 and
another vessel weighed anchor off
Belushya signal station and were lost
to sight on a southerly course.
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(4) Belushya/Kara Sea area:
minelayer No. 93, minesweepers Nos.
31, 73, 40, 57, 60, 62, 63, 64, 108,
110; guardships Nos. 73, 75, 77;
guardboat No. 505.

Several radio messages from Archangel to
submarines in the operational area.

( c ) By G.I. 3. stations: None

.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats between Bear Island and Spitsbergen,
1 boat off Ice Fjord, 1 boat operating with
BV 138' s north of Novaya Zemlya,- 4 boats in the
Kara Sea.

In order to obtain the most effective patrol of
the Bear Island passage with the two remaining
boats of Group "Monsun", radio message 1603/790
was sent:

"New attack areas: U 360 (Becker) AB 3523,
U 713 (Gosejakob) AB 3568, depth of sweep
30 miles."

While searching for the BV 138 which made a
forced landing, "Harms' 1 reported in radio
message 0025/777 that the frequency of the
aircraft emergency transmitter is 400 Kc/s,
and that from 0100 it will be transmitting once
every hour on that frequency.

0050 Radio message 2321/778 received from U 629 (Bugs)
to "Harms";

"My position AF 8776, request D/F signal from BV.
Query: what frequency."
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In order to have the landing place in
readiness for any intermediate landing which
may be necessary during the absence of "Harms",
radio message 0956/782 was sent to U 703
(Brtlnner) :

"Make for landing place 1 at increased speed ,

Report time of arrival by short signal."

He reported his time of arrival as 2330 in
short signal 1333/787 .

1019 Radio message 1019/783 sent:

"Main refuelling boat "Harms" to take over
command of search for BV which made the
forced landing. Group radio service "U 1".
"Harms" to report position at suitable
occasion."

1210 Radio message 1120/785 received from U 255
(Harms )

:

""Bugs" and "Herrle" to report position and
bearing. Send D/F signals every hour."

1332 In short signal 1332/78 6 "Harms" reported
bearing of aircraft 287^ in JF 8482,

That is considerably further north than
previously reported.

1645 Radio message 1527/789 received from U 307
(Herrle )

:

"Just found aircraft. AF 7563. Am remaining
on the spot,"

1700 Radio message 1450/791 received from "Harms":

"I intend to tow off BV after finding it.
"Herrle" to report position and bearing
again. "Bugs" released."

After "Herrle" had found the aircraft,
"Harms" ordered him in short signal
1839/795 to send D/F signal on 750 meters.

1930 Radio message 1801/794 received from "Herrle":

"AF 7538. Aircraft taken in tow to landing
place 3, course 130°, speed 7 knots."

( c ) Special operations by single boats: None

.
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V. Reports of successes: None

.

VI. Plans:

Teleprinter message Luftflotte Command 5,
Most Secret 6478/43 la received:

"The loss of another BV 138 on operation
underland" shows that this type, of seaplane,

the only one available, is not suitable for use in
such remote- regions and under arctic weather
conditions. In view of the overall aircraft
situation, Luftflotte Comciaftd 5 is therefore-
compelled to refrain from providing further
aircraft for operation 'Sunderland" ."

Thereupon teleprinter message Admiral Northern
"aters, Most Secret 2847 Al.-was dispatched:

"With reference to teleprinter message 6478,
Most Secret, dated 12 September, information
is requested as to whether the decision
communicated in it, regarding the suitability of the
seaplane type, will be upheld, now that U 255 f s
message shows that the emergency landing was
simply due to compass trouble.. If so, absence of
aircraft will have far-reaching effects on the
whole operation."

VII

.

Survey of the situation:

(1) The two U-boats reported by Cape Jelaniya
were probably U 255 (Harms) and U 629 (Bugs)
which did not keep "far enough from the coast
on their hurried passage to the BV which made the
forced landing.

(2) The main refuelling boat was placed in
charge of the search for the BV s landing
place, as it has on board the officer-in-
charge of operations end the Air Force
ground radio operator and is in radio
communication with the aircraft.

(3) The deductions of Luftflotte 5 are
exaggerated as the forced landing was due not
to a fault in the flying boat but merely to
the lack of a proper compass (sun compass).

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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13 September, 1943

»

I. U-boat positions end alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

AB 3523 ) both depth of sweep
AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
AG 7590.
AA 3325 standing on and off as

far as AH 9775.
AT 3278.
XA 73/81.
XA 58.
XA 59.

U 355 Hammerfest,
U 956 Harstad,
U 387,* 601, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient

.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 307 proceeding from AF 7563 to AB 3825.
U 629 proceeding from IF 7956 to Narvik.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammerfest,
1000 U 956 put out from Harstad.
1500 U 956 put in to Narvik.
1845 U 601 put out from Narvik for TromsB.

U 255 proceeding from AF 7249 to Narvik.
U 737 en route from IH 9975 to IG 78.

II. Air reconnaissance:

u 360
u 713
u 277
u 737

u 703
u 711
u 354
u 302

In port:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 <Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak •

Bear Island - Spitsbergen as far as Ice Fjord,
nothing to report. Reconnaissance of Ice Fjord
prevented by weather.

Shipping reconnaissance of Fisher Peninsula by
4 FW 190, nothing to report. •

'

Flicker Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.
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Flieger Fuehrer North ("est):

1 FW 200 with explosives will probably take
off at 0600 on 15 September from Trondheim -

Vernes, to go to the assistance of the
meteorological ship the ;r Coburg".

Reports "on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats:

1242 Radio message 1029/70^ received from U 277
(Lubsen)

:

"At 2258 on 12 September, surfacing : itish
submarine type "Taku ;T sighted in AG 7588.
Both submerged. : 0530 contact lost
under water. Wind west, strength 5, sea 4,
1008 mbr., 75 ebm. fuel left."

( b

)

By air reconnaissance: None

.

( c ) By navel forces: 'Tone .

( d) By radio intercept service:

(1) Minesweeper No. 59 and the '•'Umscha 1
' (unidentif iei

vessel) put out from Jelaniya, AT 3273
at 2020 on 11 September, course northwards.
Minesweeper No. 59 fired on 2 U-boats
in AB 2305 and anchored egain at 2400
in Jelaniya. Another U-boat was sighted
at 0047 on 12 September in 76° 21-30* N.,
51° 41-50 1 I. (AT 1280).

(2) A radio and signal station has been set up
at Lagerni (AT~4624).

(3) Norwegian polar coast: some radio messages
to submarines in the operational area.

(4) Belushya/Kara Sea area:
guardshin No, 75; minesweepers Nos. 31, 37,
57, 60, 63, 64, 108,

Archangel transmitted radio messages to
all submarines in the operational area.

( e

)

By G.l.S. stations: None

.
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IV. Current U-boat operations:

( a

)

Convoy operations: None

.

(b

)

Operational measures to intercept enemy
traffic:

2 boats in Bear Island passage, 1 boat
off. Ice Fjord, 2 boats operating with
BV 138' s off Novaya Zemlya, 3 boats in
the Kara Gea.

1135 Radio message 1135/707 sent:

"(1) U 307 (Herrle) to turn about, occupy
attack area AB 3825, depth of sweep
30 miles. Join Group- "Monsun"

.

(2) U 737 (Brasack) to discontinue operation.
Proceed to patrol of approaches to
Ice Fjord, AG 78, south of 77° 50' N.

(3) U 277 (Liibsen) is stationed.. to the
north of this position."

Since the meteorological ship "Coburg" is
stuck fast in the ice, a U-boat is not yet
required to escort her on the return voyage,

2359 By order of Group Nprth/Fleet radio message
2359/723 sent to "Lubsen".

"Attempt to approach Barentsberg unseen and
attack enemy submarine suspected to be there,"

After the flying boat which made the forced
landing had; been found by U 307 (Herrle),

0010 Q 255 (Harms) reported in radio message
2245/702:

"BV and crew taken. on by "Herrle", my
position, AF 7566, Intention: return flight
from Franz Josef Land. Reconnaissance 2

broken off because of fog, ..compass, trouble,
causing deviation from course and forced
landing,"

-478-



CONFIDENTIAL

Thereupon radio message 0126/703 sent:

"(1) Consent to nHarms" ? s plans,"

(2) "Herrle" to proceed to AT 64, keep at a
distance of 20 miles from Jelaniya.

(3)
j'Lange" to report -last three grid square
numbers of ice limit at 90° E.

??

(4) "Brunner" to remain at landing place."

(Meanwhile however, U 307 (Herrle) has been
ordered back to Group "Monsun" ; see above.)

1423 Radio message 1423/711 sent to Group "Wiking"
' and "Harms"

:

"Cape Jelaniya has several times reported German
U-boats. Unnecessary exposure endangers current
operations. Signal stations in particular should
only be approached in the daytime while submerged,"

2145 Radio message 1630/712 received from "Harms":

"Towing of aircraft became impossible, BV sunk
after removal of important equipment. Grid
square AF 7249, wind westsouthwest 5, sea 4,
cloudy, rainy, 993 nib., falling."

After Luftflotte 5's decision of 12 September
2367 radio message 2347/724 was sent:

"(1) No more flying boat operations in the
Kara Sea,

(2) "Harms" to return Hammerfest - TromsB -

Narvik.

(3) "Brunner 1
' to report ice limit from 88° -

63° E. every 50 miles.

After that carry out ice and traffic
patrol as far as 60 miles around Jelaniya. ;?

( c

)

Special operations by single boats: None

,

(d) Miscellaneous:

Sailing orders for U 601 and U 960, see Appendix II/3J

V. Reports of successes: None.
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(a) U-boat reports:

Short report from U 936 (Mohs), first
operation, See Appendix III/5.

(b) Plans:

Radio message Group North/Fleet, Most
Secret 3448 Al, dated 13 September:

"(1) Naval Group North/Fleet intends to
cancel operation "Wun#erland"
(operations of the "Lutzow" against
Russian shipping on the West Siberian
Sea route) probably as of 15 September,
so that air reconnaissance for this
purpose will no longer be required.

(2) The loss of air reconnaissance for
U-boats still operating in this area
is regretted, as the lack of operational
reconnaissance and the no longer
complete knowledge 'of the development
of the ice situation will have serious
effects on operations.

(3) A request will be made to ascertain
whether, and to what extent,
reconnaissance in this area could be
undertaken by long-range land aircraft.
The determination of the ice limit,
especially north of Novaya Zemlya,
in addition to reconnaissance of
shipping traffic, would be of
particular importance.

(4) Judging by earlier experience, the
U-boat operations will in any case
have to come to an end by the end
of September."

Radio message Group North/Fleet, Most Secret,
S.O.s only 865/43 Al, dated 13 September,
received:

M (l) Patrol of approaches to Ice Fjord
is to be increased by one more U-boat
from Group "Monsun", in addition to
"Brasack"

.

(2) It is desirable to let "Lubsen"
penetrate Ice Fjord to rec.onnoiter
Barentsberg and to determine the
possibility of attacking the British
submarine reported there as soon as
it attempt-s to establish communications
with the shore, as it m-->p?t probably will
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(3) :rding to statements from prisoners,
there is a radio station, in Bellsund near
Sveagruva. An examination is. to be le
to see whether it is possible for a U-boat
to penetrate Bellsund and destroy the

st ion. If nee -, a reconnaissance
of ice conditions and landing possibilities
ill first be carried out by Westa aircraft
(meteorological 3ance :el).

Additional r.ote :~:r V.^v-l " r r -taff;

Now that Luftflotte 5 has ordered a
reduction in air ce of the Iceland
Denmark area (as reported in Most
Secret, Re^ . : , 3451 of 13 Sept r)
a we ting of Group in" is i

as particularly le if convoys to
Murmansk are to be exp : i. r,

oup North believes that it would be
permissibl limited period."

Dispatc ;' teleprinter message from Admiral
Northern re, Most Secret 60C . . O.s only
Al, dated 13 September to Group North/Fleet:

"With reference to the considerations contained
in your message S.O.s only 864, " ember,
and in the absence of further BV 138 reconnaisse
it is suggested, in agree: t with Captain
U-boats, that as from If September not only the
state of readiness for "Husar" (operations of
the "Liitzow 1

' against enemy merchant shipping along
th -. st Siberian Sea route) be discontinued,
but also that t. Dats be withdrawn and
prepared for operations against convoy .

In our opinion the resumption of convoy traffic
through Northern Waters is probable for the
following re

(a) Reports received from G.I.S. stations,

(b) Th nsivo has not resulted
in any str .c successes.

(c) Th tuation in Italy is fundamentally
diff t frc hat the Britis nd
Americans cted and here too ne decisive

i chievod.

(d) Itrori:" f the vy are no
longer tied down in th iiterranean,

(e) The Russians' heavy los !€ in war materials
will have to be replaced and in the absen:
of dec is: succ. a of their own, the Brit is]

and Americans will in be more willing to
send supplies."

-L81-



CONFIDENTIAL

VII . Survey of the situat ion:

(1) One minesweeper -

r--nd one patrol vessel or
one submarine are stationed near Jelaniya
apparently for reconnaissance.

(2) No new boats are to be dispatched for
operations in the Kara Sea as large-scale
traffic cannot any longer be expected
there. In order to be able to position
a third boat off Ice Fjord, as ordered,
U 307 (Herrle) has already been transferred
to Group ;tMonsunw

.

(3) The flying boot was apparently damaged
by being towed off in seaway .4 and so- was
no longer capable of taking off-. Otherwise
the sinking would not be justifiable,

(4) ith the discontinuation of air reconnaissance,
data on the ice situation 'will 'have to be
obtained from reconnaissance by U 711
(Lange) and U 703 (Brunner) for the
information of boats still in the east.
These are to wait for possible westbound
traffic which may still appear, until they
have used up their supplies.

(5) In view of the small amount of traffic in
the Kara Sea, only the two Dikson operations
of the second part of

. our minelaying
operations seem now to be worth while.
Because of the shortage of minelaying
U-boats, the cancellation of the remaining
minelaying operations in the Kara Sea
in favor of the third part of the
operations was therefore suggested to
Group North/Fleet in teleprinter message,
Most Secret, 3,0.s only 106, dated
10 September, 1943.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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I . U-boat positions ....'I Iterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In ~:~-- ' " .r_ tional ltc-:

U 360 AB 3523 ) both depth of sweep
" U 713 AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
U 277 AG 7590.
U 703 ice r . conneissanc 1st of Novaya Zemlya
U 302 " XA 5 C •

U 354 5?.
U 711 XA 73/81'.

In port

:

U 355 Hammerfast,
• U 601 Tromso,
U 387, 956, 960 Narvik,
U 625 Trondhc-im,
U 212, 269, 636, 58c Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b) U-bc:~s ;-.:-.-.--.: r.i r. utv;:.rd bound:

U 307 proceeding from AT 7563 to AB 3568.
U 737 proc 9775 to ~Kg 78,
U 713 proceedir 3568 to A5 3523.
U 360 pr 3523 to AG 7-

•

0800 U 601 put in to Tromso from Narvik,
0930 U 960 put cut from Narvik.
2215' U 960 put in to Tromso.

U 639 proceeding from the operational area to
Hammerfest

.

U 629 proceeding from AF 7956 to Narvik.
U 255 proceeding from SH 9975 to Narvik.

II. Air reconnaissance:

?lieger fuehrer North (~^ast):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - Ice Fjord, :st exhaustive, enemy
not sighted.

1 <Tu 88 flew on austivc nee of
coastal inshore waters as 'airway.

10 F." 190 (fighter-bombers) on armed reconnaissance
Fisher Peninsula - Kola inlet,
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Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.

Flieger Fuehrer North (".Vest):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Trondheim
Jan Mayen - Banak, nothing to report.

III

.

Reports on the enemy:

(a

)

By U-boats

:

1451 Radio message 0734/729 received from U 277
(Lllbsen)

:

"Presence of enemy submarine again confirmed
during night ._ From 2100 to 0600 hydrophone
contact from IG 7588 to 7573. ather:
wind westsouthwest , sea 1, good visibility,
1016 mbr. ,?

(b) By air reconnaissance:

1 freighter, 800 G.R.T., sunk in Eina Bay,
1 freighter, 1,200 G.R.T., severely damaged
in Motka Bay.

( c

)

By naval forces: None

.

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) Green Harbor radio station (Spitsbergen)
has been trying to establish radio
contact with Murmansk since 1538 on
11 September. At 1043 on 12 September
transmitted a broadcast radio message
(emergency transmitter?),

(2) Belushya/Kara Sea area:
minesweepers Nos. 32,37,52,59,61,
63,64,68,69,81,83; guardboat No. 505.

(3) Archangel transmitted radio messages
to submarines in the operational area
(probably northern Barents Sea or
Kara 3ea )

.

(4) At midday, one aircraft on reconnaissance
of Barents 3ta as far as AC 5538,

( c ) By G.I ,S. stations: Non>, .

IV. Current U-boat operations:

( a ) Convoy operations

:

: .
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(b) Operational measures to intercept er. .
.

-

traffic:

2 boats in Bear Island pass
1 boat off Ice Fjord, 1 boat on ice
reconnaissance north of Novaya Zemlya,
3 boats along the '-. st Siberian Dute.

1051 Radio message 1051/731 sent

:

H (l) Patrol of ar cb.es to Ice Fjord by
U 277 (Lubsen), U 737 (3rasack) and U 360
(Becker) in that order, bet 78° 15 T -

780 oo» - 77° 45V- 77° 30' N.

(2) New attack areas, depth of sweep 30 miles.
U 713 in AB 3523, U 307 in AB 3568."

In accordance with Group North/Fleet's orders
radio message 1907/734 sent

:'

"Group "Monsuif" discontinued. Boats in Bear
Island passage to form Group "Sisenbart",
boats off Ice Fjord, Group :i Spitsber '."

1354 In short signal 1328/732 U 711 (Lange)
reported the ice limit; on 100° from
XA 4587. That is roughly the level
of the Wilkitzki Straits.

2200 Short signal 2108/735 received from U 354
(Eerbschleb ) .

"No traffic, fog more than 50% of the time
during the last 6 days. Haye 30-40 cbm.
fuel and food for one week.

The boats were informed in - i o me .:
\

:

2307/738 of the Russian warships in position
off C??e Jelaniya.

(c ) Special operations by single bo::~i:

U 601 (Grau) and U 960 (Heinrich) are
taking on s in Tromso. . .

V. Reports of successes: /. .
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VI. Plans:

Teleprinter message, Most Secret, S.O.s only
873/43 A3, dated 14 September received from
Group North/Fleet:

"Reference Captain U-boats Norway, Most Secret,
S.O.s only 106, 'dated 10 September, 43. Agree
to carrying out of both Dikson operations and
recommendation to cancel planned minelaying
operations in the Kara Sea in favor of
minelaying west of Novaya Zemlya."

VII . Survey of the situation:

(1) After the destruction of the bases on
Spitsbergen, the British submarine is
apparently intended to carry out
reconnaissance or prepare for the landing
of fresh supplies,

(2) As it is impossible to refuel U 354
(Herbschleb) , he must be recalled.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

15 September, 1943*

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters:

U 713 AB 3523.
U 277 AG 7590.
U 737 AG 78.
U 360 AG 78.
U 703 ice reconnaissance north of Novaya

Zemlya.
U 302 •• XA 59.
U 354 XA 58.
U 711 XA 73/81.

Atlantic

:

u 309.
U 419.
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In port

:

. U 355 Hammerfest.
U 601, 960 TromsB,
U 387, 956 Narvik,.
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 3.07 proceeding from AF.
?

7563 to AB 3568.
2134 U 601 put out from Tromso for the operational

area.
2134 U 960 put out from TromsB for the operational

area.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area to

Hammerfest

.

U 629 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik.

U 255 proceeding from the operational area to
Hammerfest.

U 354 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik*

II

.

Air reconnaissance:

1 Ju SB meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - South Cape - Spitsbergen without
sighting enemy.

8 FW 190 on armed shipping reconnaissance
Fisher Peninsula - Kola inlet. No ships
identified.

III

.

Reports on the enemy:

( a

)

By U-boats: None

.

( b

)

By air reconraissance

:

None

.

( c

)

By naval forces: None

.

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) Minesweepers Nos. 57 and 64, steamer
"Roschall", and guardboat No, 203
passed Cape Stolbovoi at 1800 on
14 September. Lost from sight to
northwest

.

(2) Belushya/Kara Sea area:
minesweepers Nos 37, 61, 108.
On the morning of 15 September 2

radio messages from Archangel to
submarines in the operational area.
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(3) Norwegian polar coast: ^derate radio
traffic to all submarines in the
operational area.

(4) From 0500 to 1700 on 15 September
flight oi' 2-^BR 2" and 1 "DB 3" planned
from Belushya to an unknown destination.

( e ) By G.I.S. stations: None

.

IV. Current U-boat op.? rations :

( a

)

Convoy operations: None

.

( b) Operational measures to intercept enemy
traffic

:

2 boats in Bear Island passage,
3 boats off Ice Fjord", 1 boat on
ice reconnaissance north of Novaya Zemlya,
3 boats along the West Siberian Sea route.

1511 Radio message 1511/748 sent to Group
"Spitsbergen 5 ':

"Keep at least 2 miles from the limits
of your allotted areas to prevent
confusion with enemy submarines. Cross
this limit only after enemy has been
reported. Only open fire on a submarine
if it has heen definitely identified as
an enemy boat

.

;?

U 354 (Herbschleb) received orders in
radio message 1325/745 to return to
Andfjord - Narvik.

( c ) - Kcinl operations by single boats:

U 601
u
(Grau) and U 960 (Heinrich) in

Tromso reported that they were ready. .They
received orders in radio message 1721/749
to sail on 15 .je^tembor on minelaying
operations "Scemove" and "Seeschlange"

.

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI. Survey of the situation:

The route from the l.ilkitzki Straits to
Andfjord amounts to about 1,500 miles • The
saving on the great circle as opposed to a

direct time course would amount to roughly
150 miles. But as U 354 (Herbschleb) must in
any case go round Novaya Zemlya, he can save
only cbout 40 miles.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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APPENDIX II.

bailing orders.

1. Sailing orders for U 307 (Herrle).

2. Sailing orders for U 713 (Gosejakob).

3. iling orders for U 601 (Grau) and U 960

(Heinrich)

.
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APPENDIX II/1.

COPY.

laptain U-boats, Norway. On board, 3 September, 1943

MOST SECRET.

Sailing order for U 307 (Herrle )

.

.) Put cut from Narvik on morning of 4 September.

2.) Proceed via • Ramsund (pistol testing) and through
Tieldsund to Andfjord, from LBdingen to Harstad
with district pilot. Make for "landing place 3",
keeping at a distance of 50 miles from the coast,
to deliver mail to U 255 (Harms). If he is not
met there, make for "landing place 1". Then on
to operational area XA 71.

.) Ice reconnaissance between 77°. 30* N. and
operational area. Report by short signal, if no
risk of confusion, last three grid square numbers
only.

,) U-boat Northern Y/aters wave; best radio service for
Kara Sea is "Ulli III",

3.) Further tasks and data as in Operational Order No.
6 and Supplement

.

-2,90-



CONFIDENTIAL

APPENDIX I 1/2.

COPY.

Captain U-boats, Norway. On board,- 8 September, 1<

MOST SECRET.

Sailing order for U 713 (Gose.jakob) .

1.) Put out from Narvik on the evening of 8 September

2.) Proceed via Tieldsund - Andfjord, from Lodingen to

Harstad with district pilot. (No stop at Harstad,

3.) At 160Q on 10 September relieve U 956 (Mohs) in
attack area AB 2936, depth of sweep 30 miles.

4.) Group "Monsmv*: U 277 (Liibsen) in AB 2633.
(further) U 360 (Becker) in AB 2668.

U 737 (Brasack) In AA33 to meet
the "Coburg ?'.

5.) Boats in the Kara Sea:
Group "Wiking": U 302 -(Sickel) , U 354 (Herbschle

U 711 (Lange),U 307 (Herrle).
Refuelling boats: U 255 (Harms), U 703 (Briinner).
Special operations:!! 629 (Bugs).

6.) Our own air operations:
Daily meteorological flights by Ju 88 to Spitsbergc
The presence of our own aircraft in the operational
area and their reconnaissance wavelengths will
be reported by radio message.

7.) Procedure according to Operational Orders for
Northern Waters U-boats No. 1. Steer irregular
courses in the attack area. The following are of
tactical importance: reports of increased enemy
cir activity and the appearance of carrier-borne
aircraft and enemy submarines.

8.) U-boat Northern Waters wave.
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APPENDIX II/3

COPY

Captain U-boats, Norway. On board, 13 September, 1943.

MOST SECRET__________

Sailing order for U 601 (Grau) and U 960 (Heinrich)

1) U 601 to put out from Narvik at 1800 on 13
September, U 960 at 0930 on 14 September.

2) Proceed via Tieldsund - Finnsnesrennen to TromsO,
from LSdingen with district pilot. In Tromso*
report at once to Al Admiral Polar Coast.

3) U-boats Northern Waters wave; watch to be
maintained while in TromsO.

4) Further according to Operational Order No. 13.
Put out of Tromso* together, proceed via landing
place 1 and execute tasks as nearly at the same
time as possible. Make arrangements about this
while at Tromso'.
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APPENDIX III.

Short reports

1. Short report from U 96O (Heinrich), first operation
(Seevogel I) from 19 August to 1 September, 1943.

2. Short report from U 269 (Hansen), first operation
from 22 July to 4 September, 1943.

3. Short report from U 277 (Liibsen), first operation
from 5 July to 17 August, 1943.

4. Short report from U 355 (La Baume
)

, sixth operation
from 16 August to 5 September, 1943.

5. Short report from U 956 (Mohs), first operation
from 18 August to 13 September, 1943.
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.^PPSNDIX Ill/1.

COPY

ST SECRET .

By teleprinte r nc^^.^e:

1) Emergency. Naval Vfar Staff, 1st Div.

2) Emergency. Naval 'Jar Staff, 2nd Div., O-in-C
U-boat j, Ops.

3) Emergency. Group North/Fleet.

4) Emergency. ..dmiral Commanding U-boat .

5) Emergency. For information, 11th U-boat Flotilla.

6) Admiral Northern iifaters (copy).

Clear as multiple address m c.

Most Secret. Short report from U96O (Heinrich) of
fi rst operation (Seevpgel .1 ) from

19 Augu^ t to _ 1 o ep_t ember, _1_943

.

19 August Put out from Tromstf, 1 September put in to

Narvik. Proceeded via AC 4865 and 5295 to

operational area AT 4o10.

23 August At 0902 in AT 4&14, alarm for 2 biplanes
J 153 (?) at some distance away, no traffic.

28 August From 0200 to 0400 carried out minelaying
operation "beevogel I

!l submer . Position
exact. Returned via AC 6999, 4855 ^nd
AB 9555* No patrol vessels in western
entrance to Hat00hkin Straits. Stolbovoi
station is being further extended.

Drifting mint :

20 August in AC 4^91, 21 August in AC 6185,
22 ..ugust in AC 6392, 31 August in AC 71 14,
AB 9361, AB 9535. Four of those German,
without covers.

U-boats 1 Norway.
j ret 2938 AQps.
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COPY,

r SECRET.

By teleprinter message:

1) Emergency. Naval War Staff, 1st Div.

2) Emergency. Naval War Staff, 2nd Div. C-in-C
U-boats, Ops.

3) Emergency. Group North/Fleet.

4) Emergency. Admiral Commanding U-boats.

5) Emergency. For information 11th U-boat Flotilla.

6) admiral Northern 7/aters (copy).

Clear as multiple address message.

Yellow - Most Secret: Short report from U 277 (Liibsen)
,

first operation from 5 July to
17 August, 1943 .

5 July • Put out from Narvik; 17 August put in to
Fammerfest

.

7 July Attack area AB 3852, depth of sweep 30
to miles. No enemy sighted.

16 August • 14 drifting mines sunk by gunfire; Mark
14 and 20, very rusty and overgrown.

7 August • At 0918, land plane with several engines,
12,000 meters distant, height 500 meters,
course 320°, tv.in fins and rudder.
Russian? Flew towards us, submerged, no
location.

16 August Started return passage.

Locations:
14 July at 2219 aircraft location 140 cm.
Duration 2-3 nins. "rength 1-2. Period
7 seconds.
25 July at 2236, 142 cm., 2 minutes, strength
2-3, period 2 seconds.
14 August at 0929, aircraft location 138 cm.,
6 minutes, period of audibility, 3 seconds,
period 6 seconds. At 2022 138 cm., 7 minute

,

period of audibility 20 seconds, period
8 seconds.

Captain U-boats, Norway,
j or ^ t 2 ?5o» AOps.
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APPENDIX III/U.

COPY.

MOST SECRET.

By teleprinter message:

1) Immediate, Naval War Staff, 1st Div

.

2) Immediate. Naval War Staff, 2nd Div. C-in-C
U-boats, Ops

.

3) Immediate. Group North/Fleet.

4) Immediate. Admiral Commanding U-boats.

5) Immediate. For information 11th U-boat Flotilla.

6) Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Yellow - Most Secret: Short report from U 355 (La Baume
)

,

sixth operation. From lb August
to 5 September, 1943 »

16 August Put out from Narvik, 5 September put in
to Hammerfest

.

19 August Attack area AB 3528, depth of sweep
to 30 miles.

1 September

30 August Acted as escort for "Bassgeiger" , not
met before ice limit.

3 September Started return passage. No special
incidents

,

Captain U-boats, Norway,
ost Secret ?983 AOps.
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APPENDIX III/5.

COPY.

MOST SECRET.

By teleprinter message:

*

1) Emergency. Naval War Staff, 1st Div.

2) Emergency. Naval War Staff, 2nd Div. C-in-C
U-boats, Ops.

3) Emergency. Group North/Fleet.

4) Emergency. Admiral Commanding U-boats.

5) Emergency. For information 11th U-boat Flotilla

6) Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as multiple address message.

Most Secret: Short report from U 956 (Mohs), first
operation from 18 August to 13 September,
1943.

18 August

18 August

20 August
to

3 September

1 September

3 September

•7 September

10 September

12 September

Put out from Narvik, 13 September put
in to Narvik.

Drifting mine (very rusty) in AB 9534.

Attack area :J3 3896, depth of sweep
30 miles.

1201 in AB 3894, 2 mast tops of 2 fast
vessels, sighted zig-zagging, lost from
sight to the west

.

New attack area AB 2936.

New attack area AB 2936. Nothing else
sighted.

Started return passage.

Put in to Harstad.

Captain U-boats, Norway,
;.!ost Secret 3052 riOps

.
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APPENDIX IV.

Captain U-boats, Norway. On board, 31 August, 1943.

Most Secret. S.O.s only. - By hand of officer only.

Supplement to Operational Order No." 6.

State of operations in the Kara Sea at the beginning of

September, 1943.

Re III. Enemy situation:

(1) General

:

Only slight air patrol was observed by our
U-boats along the coast of Novaya Zemlya
and as far. as the_ Wilkitzki Straits.
Russian submarines have not . so far been
encountered in the Kara Sea. Apart from
about 20 Russian Northern Waters submarines!
a number of older American submarines are
believed to be available in northern
Russian ports.
U 354 learnt while intercepting radio traffic
that a short weather report, transmitted
by him off Dikson, had been located by the
enemy. After the successful attack on a
Russian convoy from the east off the west
Siberian coast, the presence of German
U-boats there is known to the enemy.

(2) Shipping situation:

Since the middle of July traffic has been
passing through the Yugorski Straits and
probably through the Kara Straits as well.
In mid-July the large ice-breakers
"Sedov", "Kaganovich", "Mikoyan" and
"Lenin" appeared in the Dikson area; on
1 August '''Sedov 11 and a 2,000 G.R.T. steamer
were lying in Dikson harbor. On 21 August,
U 354 sighted 5 steamers off Wardrope Island;
and pursued as far as Russki Island.
The U-boat's radio intercept group
intercepted river and eastern traffic. On
27 August, the U-boat sank two steamers of
a small eastbound convoy in AS 2722, on
•28 August U 302 sank a third in XA 7542.

' The three remaining.. ships were escort
vessels

.

Westbound traffic may be expected until
the beginning of October.
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(3) Bases: See Appendices 1 and 2 of this
Supplement

.

"Dikson is believed to have 6 batteries.
The intercept service group "Kenntmann" and Dr.
Reichelt, the meteorologist, are on board
U 354 (Herbschleb)

.

(4) Sea patrol:

At the beginning of August three minesweepers,
which had come from Belushya, were observed in
the Kara Sea. On 26 August, minesweeper No.
32, with the S.O. of the White Sea Fleet, who
was probably on an inspection tour of Dikson -

Cape Sterlegova (120 miles northeast of Dikson) -

Heiberga (Wiikitzki Straits) - Einsamkeit Island
and Cape Jelaniya, put in to Amderma. Dikson
reported an enemy submarine in that area on
27 July and another on 7 August . Minesweeping
activity in the Belushya area has increased
considerably since 25 August, perhaps as a
result of mines laid by our U-boats. "Small
convoys through the Yugorski Straits have been
escorted by one to two escort vessels. Small
fishing vessels are to be expected off the
coasts of Novaya Zemlya. Steam trawlers are
believed to be used as minesweepers. On
27 August, U 711 unsuccessfully attacked a constal
patrol vessel, making for Yugorski Straits, in
AT 6456 and was spotted. In view of the
importance of the" West Siberian Sea route,
increased traffic willj it is expected, also
mean a corresponding increase in patrols.

(5) Air situation: See Appendix 2 of this Supplement.

Special attention is drawn to the presence at
the seaplane base and airfield at Belushya of a
squadron of MBR 2, several MBR 4 and single-
engined biplanes (etc.). There is an auxiliary
air base for flying boats making for Dikson
at the Kara estuary (AT 8990); there may be
similar ones at other points along the coast.
On 11 August, five MBR 2 were transferred from
Amderma to Dikson, possibly because of reports
of- German U-boats. Apart from the MBR types,
Consolidated seaplanes may also be encountered.

(6) Mine situation:

Nothing has become known about Russian
minefields. However, flanking minefields to
protect shipping routes must be reckoned with.
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In the Pechora Sea there are some of our
own minefields. The Yugorski Straits ha-?e
been mined at the eastern and western
entrances south of 69° 50 T N. and the
western approaches to the Matochkin Straits
east of 53° 50 f E. Our minefields in
the inner estuaries of the Ob and Yenisei
lie south of 72° 30* N. Operations against
Amderma are in progress (south of 69°
53 ! N., west of 620 E.)

.

(7) Ice and weather conditions:

The ice situation this year soems to be very-
favorable. Navigation of the Wilkitzki
Straits was possible on 21 August and was
impeded only by drift-ice. On 24 August
the Straits were blocked up again by ice
drifting from the north, which got as far
as Russki Island, The further course of
the ice limit ran from AS 21 - XA 4710 -

AE 9286 - 6412 - 5598.
In the middle of August Dikson was fog-
bound for more than half the time. Since
20 August no 3V 138 has been able to fly
to the refuelling U-boat because of
unfavorable weather conditions. The
meteorological squadron has been on
reconnaissance for the BV 138' s.

IV. Our own forces:

(I)" - U-boats:

The combat boats in the Kara Sea form
"Group Wiking". U 703 (BrUnner) has
relieved U 601 as second refuelling boat,
and at the moment occupies Herbschleb's
attack area. Present positions of
"Group Wiking" are therefore:

U 711 (Lange) in AT 62, 64, 65.
U 703 (Briinner) in AS 42, 43.
U 354 (Herbschleb) in XA 74, 75.
U 302 (Sickel) on ice reconnaissance in

the direction of Wilkitzki
Straits.

U 255 (Harms) the main refuelling boat
is at landing place 1:

Cape Spovi Navolok (AT 3278), or at landing
place 2: Cape Konstantin (AT 3257), or
at landing place 3: Cape Pinegina (AT 3148)
After its flight there, the BV will operate
twice, at most three times, from the
refuelling boat's base and will fly back
at the latest after 8 days.
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(2) "Husar":

The cruiser "Ltitzow" will commence operatioi
in the West Siberian Sea on keyword *'Husar"

,

"Siidwind" or "Dudelsack". hile she is in
the operational area U-boats are prohibited
from attack on all naval vessels from cruisers
upwards unless definitely recognized as enemy
units.
The Captain of the "Lutzow" is authorized to
issue orders direct to combat boats in the
Kara Sea on reaching the waiting position.
Id cases of emergency he may also use mine-
laying boats after they have completed their
task or jettisoned their mines in a safe
condition. The refuelling boats are
available for combat duty only if ordered
by Captain U-boats.
The appearance of further naval forces
will be notified by radio message.

V. Execution:

The meteorologist on U 354 will give short
weather reports only on request. The radio
intercept group will transmit information
to Command in M-Freya code, with which the other
boats are not equipped. Efforts are being
made to let the minelaying boats on their return
passage meet -with the combat boats in order
to transfer oil and provisions and to pick
up interim reports.

Appendices to this Supplement:

(1) Radio and signal stations and batteries
on the Barents and Kara Seas,

(2) Enemy air activity in the Eastern
Barents Sea and in the Kara Sea.

(3) For U 307 only: Operational Order No. 6 with
Appendices 1 (Operational Order No. 5) and

3.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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APPENDIX 1 OF THE SUPPLEMENT TO OPERATIONAL ORDER NO. 6.

MOST SECRET

.

Radio and signal stations on the Barents Sea.

Murman coast:

Grid square AC 8812 signal and radio station
Mai Navolok.

" " AC 8816 signal and radio station
Tsip Navolok.

" " AC 8864 signal and radio station
Kildin.'

" " AC 8973 signal and radio station
Cape Voronya.

" " AC 8971 signal and .radio station
Teriberka.

"
. " AC 8881+ signal and radio station

Voronya Bay.
" " AC 8888 signal and radio station

Bolshoi Oleni.
» » AC 8888 light battery

Bolshoi Oleni.
" " AW 2112 signal and radio station

Rinda.
" " AW 2127 signal and radio station

Kharlov.
» " AW 2127 light battery

Kharlov.
" » AW 2193 signal and radio station

Cape Cherni

.

" " AW 2278 light battery
Klyatni Point

.

" " AW 2513 light battery
Iokanka.

" " AW 2513 signal and radio station
Iokanka,

" " AW 2288 signal and radio station
Svyatoi Nos.

» " AW 2563 signal and radio station
Cape Bolshoi Gorodetski.

" n AW 2912 signal and radio station
Ponoi

.

" " • AW 2915 light battery
Ponoi

.

" » AW 2914 light battery
Ponoi

.

" " AW 3141 signal and radio station
Kanin Nos.

" " AW 3141 radio station
Kanin Nos

.

" " AW 3141 light battery
Kanin Nos.
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1 1 . Pechora Bay t o- Yugor sk i Straits and Kara Straits:

Grid square AW 3321 signal and radio station
Bugrino.

AW 3325 battery
Bugrino.

f 3326 signal and radio station
Bugrino.

AT 7753 signal and radio station.

tt Tt

11 11

11

tt :?

:t

tt tt

t?

it tt

AT 8816 signal and radio station
Cape Greben.

AT 8824 light battery
Cape Greben,

AT 8827 light battery
Khabarova.

AT 8851 signal and radio station
Khabarova

.

AT 8823 signal and radio station.

" !l AT 8465 signal station
Chirachi Islet.

^T 8422 signal and radio station
Cape Menshikova.

tt tt

III . Novaya Zemlya, east and west coasts;

Grid square AT 7237 signal and radio station
Lile Point

.

?; " AT 7232 signal and radio station
Rogacheva Bay,

" " AT 7388 signal and radio station
Chernaya Bay.

" " AT 4839 radio station in
Malie Karmakuli

.

" " AT 4599 radio station
name unknown ( Sukhoi Nos).

» " AT 4624 radio station
Matochkin Straits, western
exit, Lagerni

.

n " aT 4618 radio station
Matochkin Straits, western
exit, Stolbovoi.

" :? AT 2612 radio station
Russkaya.

" T 2659 radio station
Blagopoluchiya Bay,

" AT 5415) radio stations Matochkin Straits,
" AT 5416) eastern exit.

n

!?

" " AT 4679 radio station,-
name unknown.

" " AT 3216 radio station,
Cape Jelaniya.

" » ^T 7231 anti-aircraft battery
moed Bight near approach point.

" " AT 7232 2 light batteries
Rogacheva Bay.

" " ^T 7238 heavy battery
Belushya Bay, southeast point.

Two radio huts are being erected in Belushya.

Grid square AT 7263 signal station
-ndrovski .

»• " AT 7314 signal 'station
Sakhanin.
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IV. West Siberi an Sea route:

Grid square AT 8823 coastal radio station
Yugorski Straits.

AT 8589 coastal radio station
Yarossel

.

AT 8833 coastal radio station
Amderma

.

AT 8833 light battery
iderma

.

AT 9461 coastal radio station
3e - Yago.

AT 9761 coastal radio station
Marrasale.

AT 9557 coastal radio station
Tomboi

.

^T 6534 coastal radio station
Byeli Ostrov.

AS 4378 coastal radio station
Dikson.

AS 4379 3 heavy batteries
Dikson.

AS 4838 coastal radio station
Cape Leskina.

XA 7571 coastal radio station
Cape Sterlegova.

~F 9948 coastal radio station
Uedineniya Island
(Einsamkeit Island)

.

XA 5286 coastal radio station
Cape Olovianiya
(Shokalskogo Straits).

»»

it

it

?f

it

tt

it

it
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APPENDIX 2 OF THE SUPPLEMENT TO OPERATIONAL ORDER NO . 6

.

Enemy air activity in the eastern Barents Sea:

I

.

Airfields and seaplane bases:

Airfield Shoina AW 3425

.

Airfield and seaplane base_ .Bugrino AW 3325

.

Belushya AT 7232.
Kildin aC 8891.
Iokanka AW 2524.
Naryan Mar AU 1532.

Seaplane base Amderma AT 8836.
Kara estuary aT 8990.

Auxiliary seaplane bases may be assumed to be in every
moderate-sized, anchorage.

II

.

Enemy air activity according to radio intercept service
Tso far as intercepted).

1 July 1 Consolidated 28 Naryan Mar area.
2 July 1 flying boat (RA 25) Archangel - Naryan Mar.
3 July 1 flying boat Naryan Mar - Amderma,
1+ July No air activity (presumably because of

the weather conditions).
10 July 2 MBR 2 Naryan Mar - Amderma.
13 July 2 flying boets Archangel - Amderma.
16 July 2 flying boats Archangel - Amderma.
28 July 1 RA 25 Archangel - Amderma, returned

on 2 July via Khabarova.
29 July 5 MBR 2, 1 SB 2 Naryan Mar - Belushya -

Amderma. 1 RA 1 Murmansk - Lakhta
(Kara Straits) - and back.

5 August 2 JffiR 2 convoy escort in Amderma area.
10 August 1 Douglas from Amderma to Archangel,

via Moscow.
Otherwise flying boat traffic on routes
between Murmansk - Archangel - Belushya -

Amderma and Dikson as usual.
11 August 5 MBR 2 Amderma - Dikson.

III

.

Aircraft at air bases according to air reconnaissance:

Photographic reconnaissance 22 June Naryan Mar 1
Consolidated 28, MBR 2,
1 flying boat (type not
recognized)

.

8 July Visual reconnaissance 1 He 111 reported:
"2 flying boats taking
off from Belushya.

Photographic reconnaissance 11 July Belushya
6 flying boats, 3

MBR 2, 2 MBR U.
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15 July Belushya 5 flying boats,

16 July Belushya 1 MBR 2, 1 KOR 2, 3 others,
4 RZ (single-engined landplanes).

26 July Belushya I 153 and I 53. I

28 July Belushya 2 flying boats.

IV. U-boat reports:

23 July U 586 was attacked in AC 5490 by 2 Russian
PB 100, 5 waves driven off (firing by
aircraft guns, no bombs).

25 July U 629 reported aircraft only on routes
linking airfields at about 0800 and between I

1600 and 1800.

31 July U 703 off Belushya encountered strong air
patrols of MBR 2 and single-engined
bi-planes.

20 August U 302 reported air patrols on West Siberian
)

Sea route.

25 August U 354 off Dikson encountered light stationary
patrols.
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APPENDIX V,

Captain U-boats, Norway. On board, 13 September, 1943.

Most Secret. S.O.s only, by hand of officer only.

Operational Order No. 13.

Minelaying operation off Dikson Harbor.

I, Task:

Mining with TMB mines the northern approaches
('Seeschlange" ) and the southern approaches.
("Seemove") to Dikson Harbor. For further
details see minelaying orders and minefield
charts (Appendices 1 and 3 or 2 and 4 of this
Operational Order).

II. Enemy situation:

(1) General

:

Dikson Harbor is the best anchorage in the
Yenisei estuary. Apart from having facilities
for ships to lay up for the winter, it is
of special importance for river and coastal
traffic and also for the Siberian Sea route.
Dikson has a large polar radio station and,
according to reconnaissance reports, is
protected by six batteries. Increased
watchfulness must be expected as a result of
the 1942- bombardment by the "Admiral Scheer".

Since the middle of July traffic has been
passing through the Yugorski Straits and
probably the Kara Straits as well. The large
ice-breakers "Sedov", "Kaganovich 1

' , "Mikoyan"
and "Lenin" appeared in the Dikson area
in the middle of July, On 21 August U 354
sighted 5 steamers off Wardrope Island
and pursued them as far as Russki Island.
The U-boat ' s radio intercept group intercepted
river and eastern traffic. On 27 August
U 354 sank 2 steamers of a small eastbound
convoy in AS 2722; on 28 August U 302 sank
a third in XA 7542; the three remaining
ships were escort vessels. On 31 August
vessels were heard by radio intercept
about 800 miles east of the Wilkitzki
Straits. Westbound traffic may be expected
until th^ beginning of October (see also
Appendix 8 of this Operational Order).
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(2) Sea -patrol:

In the Belushya/Kara Sea area, the Russian
Flotilla leader "Baku" with 2 -more destroyers,
10 minesweepers and 5 escort vessels were observed
at the beginning of September. Dikson reported
an enemy U-boat on 27 July and another on
7 August. Belushya has been receiving radio
messages for Russian submarines in the northern
Barents Sea or Kara Sea since 8 September.
Minesweeping activity in the 3eJ_ushya area has
increased considerably since 25 August, perhaps
as a result of the mines laid by our U-boats.
Small fishing vessels can be expected off the
northern and eastern coasts of Novaya Zemlya.
Steam trawlers are believed to be used as
minesweepers, U 711 was observed on 27 August
in AT 6456 by- a coastal guardboat making for the
Yugorski Straits.

On 8 September, Belushya ordered subordinate
stations to increase anti-submarine sea and air
patrols. On 9 September, Einsamkeit Island radio
station was asked to give details of radio
traffic intercepted by it. On 12 September,
Cape Jelaniya sighted an enemy vessel. Dikson
received urgent radio messages from Moscow
for transmission to 20 addresses, including
Amderma and, presumably, ships. On 7 September,
a minesweeper sailed south—from Cape "Jelaniya
along the western coast.

( 3

)

Air situation:

Special attention is drawn to the presence at
the seaplane base and airfield at Belushya of a
squadron of MBR 2, and several MBR 4 and
single-engined biplanes. There is an auxiliary
air base at the Kara estuary (AT 8990) for
flying boats making for Dikson. On 11 August,
5 MBR 2 were transferred from Amderma to
Dikson, probably to patrol the eastern sea route
after the appearance of German U-boats. Air
patrols were observed by our U-boats along the
island of Novaya Zemlya and as far as the
Wilkitzki Straits. Apart from the MBR types,
Consolidated sea planes may also appear.

(4) Mine situation:

Nothing has become known about Russian minefields.
In the summer o.f 1942, U 251 (Timm) suspected
enemy mines in AT 6249. It is assumed that the
'Kara Straits have been mined. Flanking minefields
to protect shipping routes must also be reckoned
with.
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In the Pechora Sea there are some of our own
minefields. The Yugorski Straits have been
mined at the western and eastern entrances
south of 69° 50' N., and the western exit
of the Matochkin Straits east of 53° 50* E.
Our minefields in the inner estuaries of the
Ob and Yenisei are south of 72° 30 f N.,
and off Amderma south of 69° 53* N., west
of 610 451 E.

(5) Bases

:

See Appendices 5 and 6 of this
Operational Ord^r.

Attention is again drawn to the air and- sea
base at Amderma and to the Byeli Ostrov,
Cape Leskina and Dikson signal stations.
U 354 learnt while intercepting radio traffic
that a short weather report, transmitted
by him off Dikson, had been located by the
enemy. The radio intercept group "Kenntmann"
and Dr. Reichelt, the meteorologist, are
on board U 354.

(6) Ice, weather and current conditions: See
Appendix 7 of this Operational Order.

The ice situation this year seems to be
very favorable. Navigation of the Wilkitzki
Straits became possible on 20 August
and was impeded only by drift-ice. On
24 August, the Straits were blocked up
again by ice drifting in from the north,
and reaching as far as Russki Island.
The further course of the ice limit ran
from AS 21 - XA 4710 - AF 9286 - 6412 -

559S. On 2 September, U 302 was still
encountering drift-ice in the southern
part of the Straits and on 4 September,
reported large ice fields north of
78° N. The BV 138 air reconnaissance on
5 September found no ice up to XA 7266,

In the second half of August, Dikson was
fog-bound for more than half of the time.
On 6 and 11 September the air reconnaissance
also met with fog in the east.

Ill . Our own forces;

(1) U-boats:

U 255 (Harms) and U 703 (Briinner), as
refuelling boats for BV 138* s operating in
the Kara Sea, at landing place 1: Cape
Spori Navolok (AT 3278), or landing place 2:

Cape Konstantin (AT 3257), or landing place 3

Cape Pinegina (AT 3148).
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Group "Viking": U 302 (Sickel) in :CA 59,
U 15L (Herbschleb) in XA 58,
U 711 (Lange) in :iA 73/81,

as combat boats on the West Siberian Sea route.
All three boats are equipped for emergency
refuelling of the BV 138."

Group "I.Ionsun" in the Bear Island passage:
U 277 (Lttbsen), U 307 (Herrle), U 360 (Becker),
U 713 (Gosejakob), U 737 (Brasack)

.

(2) Naval forces:

Operations by the cruiser "LUtzow" in the
West Siberian Sea follow keyword "Husar",
"Sudwind'.', or "Dudelsack". lile she is in
the operational area U-boats are prohibited
from attack on all naval vessels from cruisers
upwards unless definitely recognized as enemy
units. (See also Operational Order No. 1,
paragraph 2 5.)

The Captain of the "Ltttzow" is authorized to
issue orders direct to the combat boats in
the Kara Sea, on reaching the v;aiting position.
In cases of emergency he may also use mine laying
boats after they have completed their tasks
or jettisoned their mines in e fe condition.
The refuelling boats are available for combat
duty only if so ordered by Ln U-boats.

The appearance of further naval forces will be
notified by radio message.

(3 ) German Air Force:

The take-off of the BV 138 from the fuelling
point will be reported by short signal of
day and time' plus the addition "One" or "

and on the return flight "Northern 3ase". "One"
means reconnaissance via Dikson to the st,

"Two to the northeast. Important reconnaissance
messages will be transmitted on U-boat Northern
aters wave.

If other Ju 88, BV 138 or FW 200 operate from
Norway, they are informed by radio of details
of the keyed reconnaissance wave.
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IV. Execution:

(1) Proceed from Narvik to Tromso when ordered
by Captain U-boats; report there to Admiral
Polar Coast. Radio watch to be maintained.
No leave to be granted..

(2) Take on mines at Mining and Barrage Command
in Tromso', who are informed of the arrival
of the boat and the mines' required. Report
completion of loading by Emergency teleprinter
message - "Am ready to put to sea" - plus
signature.

(3) Put to sea for the operation on Receipt of
codewords "Seeschlango" or "Seemove" plus
date (eg. ;'Seemove" 15 September - sail
on 15 September, as early as possible).
Escort, after taking on mines, to be arranged
directly with Al Admiral Polar Coast.

(4) Proceed with escort on route • "Schwarz",
separate when off point SR 1. From there
to the operational area via the northern
tip of Novaya Zemlya, Remain undetected
while approaching. Do not attack near the
operational area before carrying out the
task.

(5) In order to lay mines effectively on the
shipping route and in order to discover
patrols or enemy routes clear of mines,
it may be necessary to watch the sea area
unobtrusively before carrying out the
operation.

(6) Report execution of task by short signal
plus the number corresponding to that of the
minefield laid as given in the minelaying
order, but not until 75° N. has been
crossed to the north.

(7) Return to Andf jord - Narvik via the northern
tip of Novaya Zemlya. Opportunities for
.attack on the homeward passage are to be
exploited. In order to safeguard the return
passage, an ice reconnaissance north of the
northern tip of Novaya Zemlya will be under-
taken if necessary! The possibility of a
premature recall must be taken into account.

(8) In so far as it -is possible to approach the
coast unseen while surfaced, take photographs
of the coast (panoramic) preferably with
telephotogrnphic lens,

(9) Particular attention is to be paid to security,
even after the operation has been completed.

-513-



CONFIDENTIAL

V. Equipment

:

For operations in shallow water. Make preparations
for scuttling and effective destruction of secret
material as long as the boat is in shallow "water .-

Crew to wear lifebelts. Comply with Para. 263 and
following of Handbook for U-boat Command'ers".

VI

.

Communication arrangements:

Maintain radio silence until tha task is
completed; otherwise procedure in accordance'
with Communications Regulations of Captain
U-boats, Norway.

VII

.

Appendices to this Operational Ord-cr:

(1) Minelaying order "SeemBve i; (not for U 960).

(2) 'Minelaying order ;fSeeschlange ;

' (not for U 601).

(3) Minefield chart ;i Seemove st (only for U 601).

(4) Minefield chart "Seeschlfinge" (only for U 960).

(5) Radio and signal stations and batteries on the
Barents and Kara Seas,

(6) Enemy air activity in the Eastern Barents
Sea and Kara Sea.

(7) Ice, weather and current conditions.

(8)' Information gained on the Kara Sea operation
in 1942.

VIII. Printed matter;

(1) Handbook for U-boat Commanders (page 73).

(2) Torpedo Trials Command leaflet for firing of
torpedo mines.

(3) Instructions for use of types TMB I, TMB II and
TMC on board U-boats (Most Secret).

(4) Book of photographs of the Barents Sea.

(5) Natural conditions on the Siberian Sea route
(Secret). Supplement to Navigational Hardbook
of the Siberian Sea route.

(6) Charts: Russian 1282.

IX. ' The Operational Order is to bo destroyed immediately
upon return from the operation. Report destruction
to Captain U-boat.s.

(Signed) Eckermann,
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APPENDIX 1 TO OPERATIONAL ORDER NO. 13,

MOST SECRET.

Minclaying order for U 601 (Grau).

Second part of operation, sixth assignment OSeemb've" )

.

(1) Task: Laying of minefield.

ft

(I ) South of Dikson Harbor (Seemovc I).

73° 28.45
73° 28.60
73° 28.60
73° 26,10
73° 26.10

N. 80° 25.00' E.
N. 80° 29. 10 1 E.
N. 80° 31.90' E,
II. 80° 31.90' E.
N. 800 25.00' E.

Mines are to be laid on varying courses
on the approach route in groups of 2 to 3

. mines. Distances between mines in the
individual groups to vary from 200 to 400
meters,

or (II) South of Dikson -Terbor (Seemove II).

Alternative area to I.

73° 28.45' N. 80° 25.00' E.
73° 28.45' N. 80© 18,00' E.
73° 25.70' N. 80° 18,70' E.
73° 26.10' N. 80° 25.00' E.

Mines are to be laid on varying courses
in the approach sectors in groups of
3 to 4 mines. Distances between mines in
the individual groups to vary from 200
to 500 meters. No mines are to be laid
in water exceeding 25 meters in depth.

(2) Mining material:

24 TMB mines, including 8 blue x (M 1) 10
4-8

8 blue x (M 1) 10

4 red x (Ml) 10

4 green (A 2)

.

Clockwork arming switch II = varying from 3 to 6 days.

Period delay mechanism = varying from 1 to 12
actuations

.

Time setting = £0 days.
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The mines have a special mechanism and become
active after 3 to 6 days. Lay the different colors
mixed and load accordingly.

( 3 ) -xecution;

The laying course marked on the minefield chart is
that considered as most favorable, but need not
be strictly adhered to. The main thing is
that the whole allotted area should be mined
irregularly, while maintsining the safety distance.
Preparations must be made for minelaying while
submerged in case enemy patrols or shore observation
do not permit minelaying while surfaced.
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APPENDIX 2 TO OP.-.^TIOLJAL ORDER NO. 13.

MOST SECRET.

Minelaying order for U 960 (Heinrich).

Second part of operation, fifth assignment

( "5eeschlange J
)

.

(1) Task: Laying of minefield.

North of Dikson Harbor (Seeschlange I).(I)

73° 32.10
73° 32.40
73° 31.10
73° 30.70
73° 31.20
73° 31.30

N.
N.
N.
N.
N.
N,

80° 27.00
80o 32.OO
80° 31.50
80° 30.10
800 29.50
80° 26.60

E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E,

Mines are to be laid from south to north
on varying courses in groups of 3 to 5

mines. Distances between mines in the
individual groups to vary from 150 to
300 meters.

or (II) North of Dikson Harbor (Seeschlange II).

Alternative area to I .

73° 31.30 T N. 80° 26.60' E.
73° 32.50 T N. 80° 16.40' E.
73° 33.90' N. 80° 26.10' E.

Mines are to be laid from south to north
on strongly varying courses in groups of
1 to 3 mines. Distances between mines in
the individual groups to vary from 200
to 400 meters

.

(2 ) Mining material:

24 TMB mines including 8 blue x (M 1) 1C

2T="8

8 blue x (Ml) 1C

T=8
4 red x (M 1 ) 1C

!F6
4 sreen (A 2

)

Clockwork arming switch II « varying from 3 to
6 days.

Period delay mechanism

Time setting

= varying from 1 to
12 actuations.

r 80 days.

-517-



CONFIDENTIAL

The mines have a special mechanism and become
active after 3 to 6 days. Lay. the different
colors mixed and lbadt accordingly.

(3 ) Execution:

The laying course marked on the minefield chart
is that regarded as most favorable but need not be
strictly adhered to. The main thing is that the
whole area should be mined irregularly, while
maintaining the safety distance. Preparations
must be made for minelaying while submerged in
case enemy patrols or shore observation do not
permit minelaying while surfaced.
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APPENDIX 5 TO OPERATIONAL ORDER NO. 13,

Radio and signal stations on the Barents Sea.

I. " Murman coast

:

Grid square AC 8812 signal and radio station
Mai Navolok.

" " AC 8816 signal and radio station
Tsip Navolok.

" n AC 8864 signal and radio station
Kildin.

" " AC 8973 signal end radio station
Caue Voronya

.

" ;
' AC 8971 signal and r -dio station

Teriberka.
n " AC 8881+ signal and radio station

Voronya Bay.
" " AC 8888 signal and radio station

Bolshoi Oleni.
" " AC 8888 light battery

Bolshoi Oleni.
" " AW 2112 signal and radio station

Rinda.
" " AW 2127 signal and radio station

Kharlov.
" " AW 2127 light battery

Kharlov.
" »» AW 2198 signal and radio station

Cape Chcrni

.

" ;? AW 2278 light battery
Klyatni Point.

'* " ' AW 2513 light battery
Iokanka.

" " AW 2513 signal and radio station
Iokanka.

" "' AW 2288 signal and radio station
Svyatoi Nos.

T
' " 'AW 2563 signal and radio station

Cape Bolshoi Gorodetski.
"" " AW 2912 signal and radio station

Ponoi

.

• " " AW 2915 light battery
Ponoi

.

" " AW 2914 light battery
Ponoi

.

» " AW 3141 signal and radio station
Kanin Nos.

»»• " aw 3141 re. clio station
Kanin Nos.

» " AW 31U light battery
Kanin Nos.

•« " AC 8857 coastal radio station
Toros Island.

" "
, 2647 coastal radio station

Oat raya Ludka,
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II, Pechora Bay to Yugorski Straits and Kara Straits:

Grid square AW 3321 signal and radio station,

tt tt

»t tt

tt tt

AW 3325 battery
Bugrino,

AW 3326 signal and radio station
Bugrino

.

AT 7753 signal and radio station.

" " AT 8816 signal and radio station
Cape Greben.

•' " AT 8824 light battery
Cape Greben.

" M A.T 8827 light battery
Khabarova.

" " AT 8851 signal and radio station
Khabarova.

" " AT 8823 signal and radio station
Khabarova,

'» " AT 8465 signal station
Chirachi Islet,

» M AT 8422 signal and radio station
Cape Menshikova,

AT 8823 signal and radio station.m tt

" " AT 8465 signal station
Vormscov Nos

.

T
' " AT 8541 signal station

Bolvcnski Nos.

Ill . Novaya Zemlya, east and west coasts:

tt tt

tt tt

tt tt

?t

AT 7237 signal and radio station
Lile Point,

AT 7232 signal and radio station
Rogacheva Bay,

AT 7388 signal and radio station
Chernaya Bay.

" AT 4839 radio station in
Mai i e Karmakul i

,

11 " AT 4599 radio station name unknown
(Sukhoi Nos).

AT 4624 radio station Matochkin Straits,
western exit. Lagerni

,

" AT 46I8 radio station Matochkin Straits,
western exit, Stolbovi.

?t AT 2612 radio station
Ruaskaya.

" AT 2659 radio station
Blagopoluchiya

,

" AT 5415) radio stations, Matochkin
AT 5416) Straits, eastern exit.

tt ?t

n

it tt

tt tt

" " AT 4679 radio station
name unknown.

AT 3216 radio station
Cape Jelaniya,
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Grid square AT 7231 anti-aircraft battery in
Samoed Bay near approach point,

" " AT 7232 2 light batteries
Rogue heva Bay.

" " AT 7238 heavy battery Belushya Bay
southeast point.

Two radio huts are being erected at Belushya,

Grid square *T 7263 signal station
Shadrovski

.

" M AT 7314 signal station
Sakhanin.

4 heavy anti-aircraft positions manned in Belushya,

Grid square AT 4836 1 heavy anti-aircraft
position Malie Karmakuli.

" " AT 7637 signal station
Sakhanin.

IV. West Siberian Sea route;

Grid square AT 8823 coastal radio station
Yugorski Straits.

" " AT 8589 coastal radio station
Yarossel

.

" " AT 8833 coastal radio station
Amderma,

" " AT 8833 light battery
Amderma,

" " AT 9461 coastal radio station
Se - Yago.

" " AT 9761 coastal radio station
Marrasale

.

11 " AT 9557 coastal radio station
Tomboi

,

" " AT 6534 coastal radio station
Byeli Ostrov,

" " AS 4378 coastal radio station
Dikson.

" " AS 4379 3 heavy batteries
Dikson.

" " AS 4838 coastal radio station
Cape Leskina.

» " XA 7571 coastal radio station
Cape Sterlegova,

" » aF 9948 coastal radio station
Uedineniya (Sinsamkeit Island).

" " XA 5286 coastal radio station
Cape Olovianiya (Shokalsko&o

Straits)

.

" n XA 7393 coastal radio station
"Pravdi n

.

" » XA 5943 coastal radio station
stern Heiberga Islet.
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^PENDIX 6- TO OPERATIONAL ORDER NO. 13.

It Enemy air activity in the Eastern srents Sea.

(1) .irfields and seaplane bases;

Airfield Shoina AW 3425
airfield and seaplane base Bugrino AW 3325

Belushya AT 7232
Kildin AC 8891
Iokanka AW 2524
Naryan Mar AU 1532

Seaplane base nderma AT 8836
Kara estuary AT 8990.

auxiliary seaplane bases may be assumed to
be at every moderate-sized anchorage

.

II . Enemy air activity according to radio intercept
service (so far as intercepted):

1 July 1 Consolidated 28 Nsryan Mar area.
2 July 1 flying boat (RA 25) Archangel -

Naryan Mar.
3 July 1 flying boat Naryan Mar - ^mderma.
h, July No air activity (presumably because

of weather conditions).
10 July 2 MBR 2 Naryan Mar - .jnderma.
13 July 2 flying boots Archangel - ^'jnderma.

16 July 2 flying boats Archangel - Amderma.
28 July 1 RA 25 Archangel - Amderma, 29 July

returned via Khabarova.
29 July 5 MBR 2, 1 SB 2 Naryan Mar - Belushya -

Anderma.
1 RA 1 Murmansk - Lakhta (Kara Straits)
and back.

5 August 2 MBR 2 convoy escort in Amderma area.
10 August 1 Douglas from Amderma via Archangel

to Moscow, Otherwise, flying boat
traffic on routes between Murmansk -

Archangel - Belushya - Amderma and
Dikson as usual.

11 August 5 MBR 2 Amderma - Dikson.
19 August Flying boat Belushy .

Ill . Aircraft at airfields according to air reconnaissance:

Photographic reconnaissance 22 June Naryan Mar 1
Consolidated 28, MBR 2,
1 flying boat (type not
recognized)

.

8 July Visual reconnaissance 1 He 111 reported:
"2 flying boats taking
off from Belushy.

.

Photographic reconnaissance 11 July Belushya
6 flying boats, 3

3R 2, 2 MBR 4.
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IV.

15 July Belushya 5 flying boats,

16 July Belushya 1 MBR 2. 1 KOR 2, 3 others,
4 RZ (single-engined

26 July Belushya I 153 and I 53.

28 July Belushya 2 flying boats,

U-boat reports:

23 July

25 July

31 July

20 August

25 August

U 586 was attacked in AC 5490 by 2 Russian
PB 100, 5 waves driven off (firing by
aircraft guns, no bombs),

U 629 reported aircraft only on routes
linking airfields at about 0800 and between
1600 and 1800.

U 703 off Belushya encountered strong air
patrols of MBR 2 and single-engined
bi-planes

,

U 302 reported air patrols on West Siberian
Sea route,

U 354 off Dikson encountered light stationaij
patrols.
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APPENDIX 5 TO OPERATIONAL ORDER NO. 11,

SECRET

.

Ice, weather and current conditions in the Polar
waters during August and September 7

General

.

Ice:

Ice conditions this year may be described as normal.
Apart from the current the movement of the ice depends
mainly on the direction of the wind. This may cause
rapid changes in the position of the ice limit and often
considerable deviations from the mean.

Where sea currents from various directions meet to form
whirlpools, there is a strong tendency for cracks to
appear in the ice. In such areas ice-free water may
exist quite irrespective of the general covering
of ice.

Experience has shown that there are nany signs which
indicate the presence of ice in the immediate
neighborhood. They are dealt with in almost every
handbook of ' the polar regions.

Weather:

The summer in the northern regions iB generally cool, dull
and misty. The sky is mostly very cloudy or overcast,
so that in general it is rarely possible to take ber-
by stars

.

irings

Apart from its effect on drift-ice, the wind, and more
especially its direction, has a great influence on
visibility conditions. Corresponding to the summer
distribution of pressure, with an anti-cyclone over the
Barents Sea, the prevailing winds are from a northerly to
easterly direction. The weather along the coasts is
frequently determined by stagnation or by the warm south
wind (Fohn)

.

Fog is comparatively frequent, especially in the
neighborhood of drift-ice. It mostly occurs in fog
banks, but sometimes covers wide areas and lasts from
two to three days or more (coastal stagnation, warm
sector of regenerated fronts). ith light on-'shore
winds, fog is nearly always to be expected.

Ocean currents:

The regularity of the tides and tidal currents may be
adversely affected by the freezing of the sea. In
general, a cover of ice on the sea causes the range of
the tide to decrease and the ebb tide to be delayed.

The range of the tide may be increased by wind pressur :

and similarly the direction and velocity of flow are
dependent upon the wind. This applies especially to
the approaches of the Kara Sea and the Wilkitzki
Straits.
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I. Sea area around Spitsbergen

Ice

:

The last available air reconnaissance report. d.aie.d .from
10 July,""T943'."'""TEera was then still 5/10 o£. drift -Lee
in Hofnsund, and 3/10' in the approaches to Ice Fjord.
According to a report of 9 July, 1943f there were either
icebergs or ice-free water .in the inner fjords of Ice
Fjord. Large icebergs, probably originating fron the east
coast or from the islands to the east of Spitsberg.
or from Franz Josef Land, were reported on 11 July, 1943.
between Bear Island and Spitsbergen.

Ice conditions around Spitsbergen are already very
favorable. The west coast can be assumed to be
practically free of ice, with the exception only of small
quantities of drift-ice which now and then emerge from t'

fjords, for as early as 15 June the Hinlopen Straits
north- of Waiigat Islands (near the- southern exit of
Hinlopen Straits in Olga Straits) were reported- to be
free of ice, whereas at that time, Olga Straits and
Storf jord were still full of ice.

Even now the presence of drift-ice in Storf jord and
Olga Straits cannot be entirely discounted. Judging
by the development of the situation to date, it would
seem likely that this summer it will again be. possible
to sail around the north of Spitsbergen from the
middle of August to the beginning of September.

Weather:

In the coastal areas of Spitsbergen weather conditions
determined by the Fohn (a warm dry wind) and stagnation
effects, and similar to those on the Norwegian coast, prevail.
In the sea area between Norway and Spitsbergen, the region
around Bear Island is especially subject to frequent
fogs, which are promoted by the temperature difference
between the warm Gulf Stream and the .cold Southwest
Stream running along the eastern c.oast of Spitsbergen.

Ocean currents:

The Gulf Stream travels northwards between Jan Mayen and
Bear Island at the rate of approximately 0.5 mph. The
Southwest Stream moves at roughly the same rate. South of
Bear Island it is deflected eastwards at a rate of about
0.2 mph., end north of Bear Island it is deflected westwards
at about 0.3 mph.

II. The Barents Sea.

Ice:

The last available report, dated 7 July, 1943, stated
t the west^ coast of Novaya Zemlya is free of ice as far

as 750 N. Further reports from the Barents See are. not
to hand.
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Weather

:

The direction pf the wind is generally from the northeast,
and in the central' Barents Sea its force is generally
I to 3. Strong winds rarely occur in August and
September. Because of the low wind strength, the
preponderance of the prevailing direction is not great
relatively to any of the others. No information is
available for the northern Barents Sea. Areas of low
pressure approaching from the west generally move along t">

the north of Bear Island, or sometimes north of
Spitsbergen and across the northern Barents Sea to the
east, so that a slightly higher mean force of the
wind can be expected there.

The incidence of fog between Bear Island and the
coastal and sea areas of northern Novaya Zemlya,
that is, in the neighborhood of the junction of the
Gulf Stream and East Spitsbergen Stream, is
especially high in August. In the sea area. southeast
of Bear Island, 37% of all ship observations from
1900 to 1939 reported fog in August. In 50% of
these cases the wind was from the southwest. In
August fog occurs either intermittently or continuously
on 20 days in the sea and coastal areas of northern
Novaya Zemlya. During September the incidence of
fog is -greatly reduced. On the northwest coast of
Novaya Zemlya fog occurs intermittently or for
the whole day on only 9 days. No reports are
available for conditions in the open sea. Instead
of 37%, 8 to 9%o may be assumed.

The average date for the commencement of frost
(i.e., mean temperature below 0°C) is:-

II September in Novaya Zemlya,
11 October in Kolguev,
21 October in Kanin Nos,

The new ice forms after some delay.

Ocean currents :

Apart from small deviations, the prevailing currents
of the Barents Sea are the North Cape current flowing
eastwards between Finmark and Bear Island and
dividing into several branches north of the White Sea,
and the cold Southwest current east of Spitsbergen
which carries ice and icebergs with it. The current
flows round the two islands of Novaya Zemlya in a
clockwise direction. Its velocity is approximately
0,3 knots.
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There are two tides a day. The range of the spring tide
near Kanin Nos is more than 2.5 &• but rapidly" decreases
further north. The 1 meter line runs from near Kolguev
almost in a straight line as far as 72.5° N. north of
North Cape. The 0.5 meter line runs along the latitude
of 75° N. through the center of the eastern Barents Sea
and then veers north as far as north of Spitsbergen.

The variations in the water level caused "by the wind
are often greater than the tides.

III. The Yugorski Straits.

At their narrowest point the Yugorski Straits are only 1.5
miles wide. The minimum depth in the navigable channel
is 14.5 m.

Ice

;

»

It can be assumed that the Yugorski Straits are navigable
in August and September. Ice conditions in the Straits
depend upon those prevailing in the Kara Sea. The last
available report, dated 1 July, 1943, gives 2/10 sludge-ice
and states that ice is moving to the northeast. Even in •

august the appearance of drift-ice must be reckoned with
so long as there is ice in the Kara Sea. Conditions are
more favorable in September. In general, the relatively
warm current flowing eastwards through the Yugorski Straits
prevents the accumulation of drift-ice.

/feather:

The prevailing winds in August are south to southwest and
in September, southeast to southwest. The average wind
strength is 4, The Vaigach area is marked by very
frequent fjbgs. In August there are 18 days, in September,
12 days on which fog occurs either intermittently or for the
whole day. In the mean, frost sets in on 1 October,

Ocean currents:

There are two tides a day. The range of the spring tide
is 0.6 m. on an average. The velocity of the tidal stream
in the Yugorski Straits may be as much as 3.5 knots.

IV. The Kara Straits.

The Kara Straits are 27 miles wide from the extreme ends
of Novaya Zemlya to Vaigach, but belts of skerries on either
side reduce its useful width to about 17 miles. The
depths in the navigable channel vary between 45 m. and
150 m.
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Ice:

As long as there is ice present in the Kara Sea, it
is carried westwards from there by the westerly current
flowing along the north side of the Kara Straits.
On the southern side of the Kara Straits there is an
easterly current which counteracts the accumulation of
drift-ice. But with prolonged easterly or north-
easterly winds, drift-ice con occur throughout the
entire Straits. On the whole, conditions are less
favorable than in the Yugorski Straits. In general
it need not be feared that the straits will still
be blocked up in August or September.

The most recent ice report at -present available is
dated 7 July, 1943 and states that the Kara Straits
and eastwards thereof, south of 7li° N. were ice-
free as far as visibility extended.

Weather

:

On an average, the prevailing direction of the wind in
August is from the northeast, whereas it can scarcely
be said that any direction prevails during September.
The incidence of fog is the same as' in the Yugorski
Straits; it occurs intermittently or continuously on
18 days in August, 12 in September. On an average
(1914 - 1934) frost sets in on 1 October.

Ocean currents:

There are two tides a day. The range of the spring
tide is approximately 0.6 m. The velocity of the
tidal stream may be as much as 2.5 knots. .

V. The Matochkin Straits.

The Matochkin Straits are a fjord about 60 miles long
and 1/3 to 3/4 mile wide. Depths of the navigable
channel vary between 12 m. and 180 m.

Ice:

As there is no marked ocean current, the drift of
the ice generally follows the direction of the wind.
The ice situation in the Kara Sea is a determining
factor. Ice-free stretches of water are frecuently found
east of the Matochkin Straits, According to the
latest available report, dated 7 July, 1943, the
Matochkin Straits were then already clear of ice,
while in the Kara Sea east of the straits there was
a 40 km. broad strip covered with 4/10 drift-ice.
It must be assumed that from the beginning of November
the ice will prevent ell traffic through the Straits.
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eather

:

Information on the winds is not available. But on the
whole, conditions should be similar to those at
Malie Karmakuli station which lies to the south and where
the winds tend to be from the north or east. In the
mean, frost sets in on 21 September.

The incidence of fog can be assumed to be the same as in
northwest Novaya Zemlya,. with fog occurring intermittently
or continuously on 20 days in August and on approximately
9 days in September.

Ocean currents;

There are two tides a day. The range of spring tide
is about 0.4 m. The tidal stream is dependent on the
wind and may reach a velocity of up to 3.5 or 4 knots in
the Straits.

VI. The Kara Sea.

Ice

:

The latest report at present available states that the
Matochkin Straits are free of ice. The Kara Sea has 9/10
rough drift-ice (the western Kara Sea was reconnoitered)

,

an average of 4/10 drift-ice off the east coast of
Novaya Zemlya to a width of 40 km., and cracked and
melting .fast-ice in the bays. The Kara Straits and continuing
eastwards south of the latitude of 7lJ N.were free of ice
as far as visibility extended.

Generally speaking drift-ice must be expected in the Kara Sea
at any time. It accumulates most frequently off the
east coast of Novaya Zemlya and off the Kara Straits.
The ice is reduced to a minimum at the end of August
and in September. There was scarcely any Ice in September with
the exceptionally favorable ice conditions in 1942.
The eastern Kara Sea is generally free of ice in August
and September. The entrance to the Kara Sea- round
the north of Novaya Zemlya 'is generally free of ice in August
and September. In 1942, the ice limit had receded about
160 miles northwards before the end of August. However,
icebergs from Franz losef Land frequently appear in this
area.

Weather

:

The prevailing winds arc north to east. No information
on fog is available. Its incidence does not seem to be as high
as in the Barents Sea, judging by last year's experiences.
In the mean, frost sets in on the following dates:

11 September in Novaya Zemlya,
21 September in Matochkin Straits and North Kara Sea,
1 October in Kara Straits, Yugorski Straits and

southern Kara Sea,
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Ocean currents:

The current flows south along the east coast of Novaya
Zemlya, and divides when it reaches the Kara Straits.
One branch turns east and then flows north along the
Yamal Peninsula. The range of the spring tide is small

.

It is meters in the central Kara Sea, and along the
coast it is generally 0.4 meters.

VII. The West Siberian Sea.

Ice

:

There is no recent information on this sea area.
According to 1939 reports, the distribution of pressure
most favorable for the ice situation is an anti-
cyclone over the northern part of the western
Siberian Sea which causes the prevailing winds to be
from the east. The warm water of the rivers,
together with the wind, are then able to reduce the
ice along the coast and in particular, in the
various passages (Wilkitzki Straits, Nordenshelda
passage, area off Dikson) . The appearance of a cyclone
off Franz Josef Land and east of it will produce westerly
to northerly winds which will drive the ice down from
the north so that the passages will frequently be
blocked up.

The severest ice conditions aro generally found along
the coast of the Taimir Peninsula and in the Wilkitzki
Straits. This is considered to be the most difficult
part of the entire northeast massage.

In years of normal ice conditions, drift-ice must generally
be expected in the northern part of the West Siberian
Sea. This may cause a temporary stoppage of shipping.
In favorable -ears the ice limit retreats as far north
as Einsamkeit Island and Wieso Island. It has even been
possible (1935) to reach the northern tip of Severnaya
Zemlya without being hindered oy ice.

Weather

:

The mean direction of the wind has been given by three
stations. At Cape Drovyanoi (Yamal Peninsula) the
prevailing winds arc northerly to easterly (about 30$)
in August and September, at Dikson, north to northeasterly
(about 30$) in August, and south to southwesterly
(about 20$) in September. At Cape Chelyuskin
(Wilkitzki Straits) westerly and easterly winds occur
with equal frequency (about 30$) in August, while
northeasterly to easterly winds (33$) prevail in
September. At Dikson the numb3r of foggy days
(intermittent or continuous fog) in August is 16,
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at the Nordenshelda Islets 12, and in the Wilkitzki
Straits 25; in September Dikson has 12 days, the
Nordenshelda Islets 4, and the ilkitzki Straits 16. In
the mean, frost ceases off the Wilkitzki Straits on
1 July. The ice begins to break up about the middle of
July, However, this date may vary considerably.

Setting in of frost:

ilkitzki Straits on 21 August in the mean,
south of Nordenshelda Islets by 1 September,
north of Dikson Island 11 September.

The final freezing up of the "/ilkitzki Straits probably
does not take place until December while new ice may
appear again as early as the beginning of September.

The general information given above has been taken for the
most part from "Natural conditions along the Siberian
Sea route".
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APPENDIX 8 TO OPERATIONAL ORDER NO. 13.

Information gained from the Kara Sea operation in 1942,

The Naval War Staff, 3rd Division has compiled the
following information about the enemy situation,
gained during operation "Wunderland" in 1942, and
has based on this the following observations and
comments for 1943. (German Naval High Command
Service No. Naval War Staff/lst Division 1731/43
Most Secret S.O.s only)

.

I. 1942:

Enemy forces in the area Novaya Zemlya/Wilkitzki
Straits were confined to ice-breakers. From the
offensive point of view these units constitute a
force which must not be underrated. Their crews
are made up, at least in part, of army personnel,
they are heavily armed, keen to contact the -enemy,
tough, and are skilfully operated •• this last
being demonstrated by the way :.n which tactical
opportunities were exploited (use of fog!).
No aircraft appeared, not even on reconnaissance.

Even after detection there was no enemy counter-
action either at sea or from the air. Ships
traveled in convoys escorted by ice-breakers,
never singly.

II. 1943:

(1) After appearance of the cruiser in eastern
waters, we expect the following changes for
the current year:-

(a) increased patrol activity;

(b) increase in armament of ice-breakers and
increased operational activity;

(c) possibly a patrol service operated by
submarines and destroyers (transfers
from the Far- East to the Arctic are an
indication of this);

(d) sea routes may be protected by submarines
and mines

;

(e) restriction of enemy radio traffic which
operated openly in 19^+2 and offered valuable
hints for tho cruiser'o operational
tactics;

(f) increased aircraft operations, especially
reconnaissanoe activity.
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(2) - Development of the Russo-American sea route
through the Arctic.

(a) Soviet endeavors over the past 20 years to
create a great northern sea route are well
known. They led to the erection of polar
stations with meteorological equipment as
well as the construction of supply bases and
the extension of existing ones.

a

(b) Information has been received according to
which permanent air communications -between
Alaska and Siberia are supposed to have been
established by the Americans; by this means
they are said to supply Russia with aircraft
and war materials.

(c) According to a Swedish report, the first
large convoy sailed in October, 1942 and
is said to have consisted of 83 vessels.
Even if such a convoy reached the estuary
of the river Ob during the first days of
October, there would hardly have been
sufficient time before the freeze-up to
unload large cargoes of war materials
on to river vessels, thus enabling them
to reach the Trans-Siberian railway by
river.

According to reports by agents, about. 43
Russian ships, that is, about 110,000 G.R.T.,
were in.: use along the route between Alaska
and Siberia during the months July -

September, 1942

.

According to the same Swedish report, four
convoys of 100 vessels each will be operated
in 1943 during the navigational period.

.Even assuming the extensive use of the east -

west route, convoys of such a size,
corresponding to a tonnage of perhaps
1.2 million G.R.T., are hardly considered

•possible.

At the beginning of 1943 there were about
500,000 G.R.T. of Russian shipping space
available in East Asia. However, a
considerable proportion of this is operating
between American ports and Vladivostok
and on coastal traffic, or on Indian and
South American routes. Nor would all of
the ships be suitable for use on the northern
sea route.
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Only ships of up to 4,000 - at most
6,000 - G.R.T. and draught up to 7 m.,
can be employed, apart from which there
are certain other requirements:
specially powerful engines, no twin
screws, reinforced bronze screw,
reinforced rudder blade, reinforced
rudder post, reinforced bow plating,
and as watertight transverse bulkheads
as possible in the region of the engine
room and oil tanks, etc. Motor
vessels are not very suitable.
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CONFIDENTIAL

16 September, 1943.

I . U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters:

U 713 AB 3523 ) depth of sweep
U 307 AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
U 277 AG 7590

.

U 737 Efc 78.
U 360 IG 78.
U 703 ice reconnaissance north of Novaya

Zemlya

.

U 302 XA 59.
U 711 XA 73/81.

Atlantic

:

:

u 309.
U 419.

In port

:

U 355 Hammerfest,
U 387, 95c Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient. '

(b) U-boats homeward and .outward bound:

U 307 proceeding from AF 7563 to AB 3568.
. . 0830 U 601 ,put in to Hammerf.e fit from Tromso.

1735 U 601 put out- from Hammerfest for the operational
arec.

0830 U 960 put in, to Hammerfest from Troms8.
1735 U 960 put out from Hammerfest from the

operational area,
U 255 proceeding' from the operational area

to Narvik.
1715 U 629 put in to Harstad from the operational

area.
U 354 proceeding from the operational area

to Narvik,
U 639 proceeding from the operational area to

Hammerfest

.

U 302 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik.
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II. Air reconnaissance:

?lieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on photographic reconnaissance of Archangel
and Molotoysk. Exhaustive.

Armed reconnaissance of shipping and attack—of—l€— '•

FW 190 on shipping reported in Kola inlet. No.
successes

.

Meteorological reconnaissance Banak - Beaf'TsTand -

Hornsund, nothing to report, not exhaustive.

Flieger Fuehrer Lof oten:

No sea reconnaissance.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

1 FW 200 made special reconnaissance for operation
"Bassgeiger" . Nothing to report.'

Westa (meteorological reconnaissance ;; Staffel ?f

)

made the usual triangular flight (from Trondheim
course 310° as far as 8° W. - Banak).

III. Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats

:

None.

(b) By air reconnaissance:

At Archangel: 4 destroyers, 1 ice-breaker,
1 special service vessel, 11 freighters
totaling 47,200 G.R.T., 2 tankers, together
9,000 G.R.T.

-•• - ....._

At Molotovsk: 2 small naval vessels", 6"~Treighters
totaling 18,400 -G.R.T. , 3 freighters beached
together 8,300 G.R.T.

( c

)

By naval forces: None

.

(d) 3y radio intercept service:

(1) At 1925 on 14 September, one minesweeper
and one freighter passed an. unknown signal
station in the Novaya Zemlya area on a^
southerly course.

(2) Belushya/Kara Sea area: minesweepers Nos.
39, 59.

(3) Norwegian polar coast: moderate radio traffic
to submarines in the operational area.

( e

)

By G.I.S. stations: None

.
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IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
3 boats off Ice Fjord

?

1 boat on ice reconnaissance north of Novaya
Zemlya,

2 boats along the West Siberian Sea route.

0030 Receipt of short signal 0006/753 from U 302
(Sickel):

"Intend to commence return passage on
16 September, have provisions for ono week
and 30 - 40 cbm. fuel."

0044 Dispatch of radio message 0044/756 to "Sickel"

"Return to Andfjord - Narvik by great circle
route."

( c ) Special operations by single boats:

The- two minelaying boats U 601 (Grau) and
U 960 (Keinrich) have put out from Hammerfest.

V. Reports of suc-c esses:. None.

VI. Plans:

Instructions received from Group North/Fleet for
the first two minelaying operations of the third
part of operations:- "Eisbar" and "Elsvogel".

14 September Teleprinter message dispatched to
Group North/Fleet:

"Most Secret S.O.s only, in reply to your No.
S65/43 of 13' September:

Re 1) and 2): In process of execution.
Re 3 ) : Not possible for U-boat to execute alone.

(a) According to Norwegian chart 503, the distance
is too great for shelling. Boats available
at present no longer have guns.

(b) A landing party made up from the U-boat's
crew would have to cover 4 or 5 kilometers
to reach the radio station. They are neith
trained nor eouipped for this.
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(c) According to our reports the station, is. manned';
it must therefore be presumed that it is guarded
and will be defended, so that a successful operation
would require specially trained troops. Judging
from a previous photographic reconnaissance of the
terrain between Skanor.odde -and the radio station,
it looks-as- though a landing by an army assault

-~ detachment and an advance overland to the radio
station might be .possible. The matter will be
examined.

(d) Admiral Northern Wuters is of the same opinion."

VII . Survey of the situation:

In order to secure the adequate patrol of the Bear
Island passage for the future, the boats off Ice Fjord
will soon have to be withdrawn, since those returning
from the Kara Sea will probably need a considerable
time in dock, and several meteorological and minelaying
operations are due at the same time.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

: 1?-September, 1943*

U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters:

AB 3523 ) depth of sweep
AB 3568 ) 30 miles, -

AG. 7590.
AG 78.
AG 78.
ice reconnaissance north of Novaya
Zemlya. v

XA 73/81.

u 713
u 307
u 277
u 737
u 360
u 703.

u 711

Atlantic

:

•

U 3G9.
u 419.

In port

:

U 355 Hammerfest,
U 629 Harstad,
U 387, 956 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 636, 586, 470, 426 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.
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(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 601 proceeding from Hammerfest to If 88.
U 960 proceeding from Hammerfest to If 88.
U 302 proceeding from the operational area

to Narvik,
U 354 proceeding from the operational area to

Narvik.
U 639 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammerfest

.

1000 U 255 arrived Hammerfest from the operational
area

.

1600 U 629 arrived Narvik from Harstad.

II. . Air reconnaissance:

" -•Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - Ice Fjord - 75° N, 5° E* - Banak.
Not exhaustive

,

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.
• >

Flieger Fuehrer North (West):
*

Meteorological reconnaissance Trondheim - 10° W. -

Banak. Nothing to report.

Ill . Reports on the enemy:

(a)' By U-boats

:

None.

(b)*.. By air reconnaissance:

Good visibility over Spitsbergen. die
over Barentsberg, fire from two 2 centimeter
anti-aircraft guns placed in the center of the
town. Coal heaps at Barentsberg ~nd
Longyearby still burning.

( c ) By naval forces

:

None .

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) At 0920 on 16 September, Cape Cherni
(AT 7378) reported 1 minesweeper on
bearing of 70° proceeding on westerly
course; at 13 55 minesweeper No. 39
on course 275° ' hich at 1839 anchored at
Belushya.

Minesweeper No, 104 put out from Belushya
at 1125 on 16 ,'jepteraber

.
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(2) :"1331 Yugorski Straits reported one
.inesweeper to the northwest on westerly
course

,

(3) Belushya/Kara Sea area: minesweepers Nos

.

34, 63,

(4) Dikson area: minesweepers Nos. 37, 42, 57,
59, 60, 61, 63, 108, 109, 110. Guardship
3. 75.

(5) Norw.egian polar coast: small amount of radio
traffic to submarines in the operational
area.

( c ) By G.I.S. stations: " None

.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

( a

)

Convoy operations

:

: n€ .

(b) Operational measures to intercept "enemy traffic:

2 boats 5ear Island passage,
3 boats off Ice Fjord,
1 boat on ice reconnaissanc-e north of Novaya

Zemlya,
1 boat West Siberian Sea route.

U 277 (Lubsen) was requested to report results
of his reconnaissance of Barentsberg in radic
message 1437/799 .

1740 Receipt of radio message 1347/703 from rfLubsen" :

"Lay in Ice Fjord from 14 to 16 September..
Approached Barentsberg. No sign of enemy
submarine. No traffic. sather, good visibility.
Still have 65 cbm. fuel

.

;t

One of the boats off Ice Fjord was withdrawn
with the consent of : Group North/Fleet.

2225 Dispatch of radio message 2225/717:

" (1) "Brssack" to return to Hammerfest via SR 1.

(2) ; '5e-cker ;i to occupy "Brasock';' f s attack area. T!

(c) Special operations by single -boats; No reports.
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V. Reports of successes: None. —
VI

.

U-boat reports:

Short report from U 629 (Bugs), seventh operation
(see Appendix III/l)*

VII. Plans:

With reference to the plan to raid the radio
station at Svea^ruva (Bellsund), Lt . Cdr.
La Baume, in a teleprinter conversation with
A Operations, said that he had seen the radio
station during his reconnaissance of the fjord,
but believed it to be unmanned. A landing from
a U-boat would be possible there.

VIII. Survey of the situation:

(1) The Norwegians scattered at Barentsberg
seem to have re-grouped themselves and have
at least a few light anti-aircraft guns in
operation.

(2) Teleprinter message Most Secret 30&5 °f
17 September was dispatched to Group North/
Fleet;

."A. 1) Boats at sea and their endurance at sea
"(including reserves for convoy operations):

(a) Bear Island and Spitsbergen:

"Backer" until 23 September,
"Lubsen" until 27 September,
"Herrle" until 5 October,
"GosejakotT until 8 October.

(b) --Mi-H slaying ko_a£s:

"Grau" and "Heinrich" until
17 October.

(c) Kara Sea:

"Lange" until 26 September,
"Brunner" until 30 September.

2) Boats on return passage, due for lengthy
overhauls the exact period of which is
not yet certain:

"Harms 1

', "Herbschleb" , "Sickel", "Bugs",
"Brasack"

.

3) Boats set aside for meteorological duties:

"Bilchler" , "La Baume".
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4) Boats under repair and ready for operations 01

"Mohs"
"Vogler"
"v.d. Esch t?

"Benker"
"Hildebrandt 1 '

"Hansen"

23 September, Narvik,
4 " October, Bergen,
about 10 October, Bergen,
18 October, Trondheim,
21 October, Bergen,
30 October, Bergen.

B. It will thus only be possible to maintain
four boats in the. Bear Island area, if "Mohs",
who is intended .-to carry out the first task
of the third part of our minelaying
operations, is used as a replacement for
the formation in the Bear Island passage.
It will not be

.

possible to relieve "Lttbsen"
• - and "Herrle" at the scheduled time. The

boats can remain in position longer although
it would be at the cost of" their reserves
of endurance at sea in case of the approach
of a convoy. Request decision as to whether
the Bear Island passage formation should
be reduced to three boats for the sake of
the minelaying operation (Mohs)."

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

18 September, 1943.

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position:

.(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters:

U 713 AB 3523 ) depth of sweep
U 307 AB 3586 ) 30 miles.
U 277 AG 7590.
U 360 AG 78.
U 703 ice reconnaissance north of Novaya Zemlya.
U 711 XA 73/81.

Atlantic

:

U 309.
U 419.

In port

:

U 255, 355 Hammerfest,
U 387, -629, 956 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 636, 586, 426, 470 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

-542-



CONFITFJTTIAL

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 601 proceeding from Hammerfest to 75F 88.
U 960 proceeding from Hammerfest to "KF 88.
U 302 proceeding from the operational area

to Narvik.
U 354 proceeding from the operational area

to Narvik.
U 737 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammerfest

.

U 639 proceeding from the operational area
to Hammerfest

.

0510 II 255 put .out from Hammerfest for Narvik.
1830 U 629 put out from Narvik for B.ergen.

II. Air reconnaissance :'

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - Ice Fjord and back. Lap only partly-
covered on account of weather conditions.

6 FW 190 on armed shipping reconnaissance along
the coast of Fisher Peninsula and Kola inlet,

2 BF 109 on meteorological reconnaissance over
Murmansk. Nothing special to report.

Flieger fuehrer Lofoten:

Increased anti-submarine patrol in Nordkyn
area and anti-submarine patrol within a radius of

30 miles around SR 1 for operation "Schatzgraber"

.

No enemy sighting.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

1 FW 200 successfully executed the fuelling of

"Bassgeiger" at J./+20. In difficult weather
conditions the ' Coburg :

' was found, with the
assistance of radio D./F bearings and supplied
with 500 demolition charges. The ship was In
an unbroken field of ice about 1.5 by 1.5
kilometers in area,

III. Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats: None .

(b) By air reconnaissance:

M.T.B. base at Pumma.nki and on.^ coastal
freighter attacke ,

( c

)

By naval forces: None

„
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( d) By radio intercept service:

(1) Minesweeper No. 104 coming from Belushya
passed Cape Greben at 1030 and anchored
in Varneka Bay at 1146

.

(2) Belushya/Kara Sea area: guardship No. 75.

(3) During night of 18 September Archangel repeated
a radio message addressed to all submarines
in the operational area (presumably the Barents
Sea or Kara Sea)

.

(4) Norwegian polar coast: small amount of
radio traffic to submarines in the operational*
area.

( e ) By G.I.S. stations: None

.

:V. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
1 boat on ice reconnaissance north of Novaya

Zemlya,
1 boat Kara Sea.

0024 Dispatch of radio message 2358/723:

i? (l) ''Herri" to hand over mail to "Brasack ;t in
AB 3568.

(2) "Brasack'to report arrival at rendezvous
by time short signal. :t

U 737 (Brasack), on return passage from Ice
Fjord, thereupon reported arrival at 1500
by short signal 0605/732.

In short signals 1042/738 and 1310/743 and radio
message 1921/756 , U_703 (Brunner) reported ice
limit running from AF 9379 - 9242 - 6762 - 6445 -

5961 - 8319 - 8523 - S493 snd then northwestwards.
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In radio message 1325/ c 74 he received orders to
proceed to landing place 1 as another BV
operation was possible.

2130 He then reported in radio messages 1510/747
and 1921/756:

;, (D

(2) No aviation spirit,

(3) Nine days' provisions, replenishment
requested. Fuel 62 cbm."

1845 U 711 (Lange) also reported in short signal
1814/751:

"Have 30-40 cbm. fuel left, provisions for one
week,"

( c

)

Special operations by single boats:

No reports from the outward-bound minelaying
boats'U 601 (Orau) and U 96O (Heinrich)

.

(d) Miscellaneous:

Sailing orders for U 387 (Biichler), see
'Appendix Il/l.

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI. Plans:

(1) Receipt of teleprinter message Naval High
Command, Naval Hrar Staff H 1960/43 W Chief of
Naval Communications Service 6, Most Secret:

"Subject: automatic meteorological transmitters.
It is p] bo operate the following additional
transmitters

:

(1) Meteorological shore transmitter on Hope
Island (according to calculations of
U 703 (Brunner) 76° 34' N., 25° E.).

(2) One meteorological buoy in position
70.5° N., 8.5° W. (Jan Mayen), depth of
water less than 300 meters.

(3) On. meteorological buoy in position
73°N., 35° . (Barents Sea), depth of
water less than 300 meters.

The transmitters are expected to be ready at
Travemttnde on 1 October and ready to be t«ken
to sea at the jumping-off point about the middle
of Oct ob r. The Chief of Naval Communications
Service requests .names of jumping-off points.
Transport fr ay to jumping-off points
will be arranged by the Naval High Command."
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(2) In r ply to' Secret 3085 on 17 September
from C in U-boats, Norway, the following

leprinter m st Secret 3497, was
received from Group North/Fleet:

''Reduction of Bear Island passage formation for t

sake of minelaying operation approved. 1 '

VII. Survey of the situation:

(1) Due northwest of Cape Jelaniya the ice limit is
only about 80 miles distant. This is the narrowest
point of the ice-free passage around the north
of Novaya Zemlya. It is imperative that a boat
should "take over the ice patrol there until U 601
and U 960 will return from the Kara Sea. U 703
(Brttnner) is t; fore to be refuelled from the
two outward-bound boats, so that he will also
be able to take off the remainder of the men
on Hope Island, as planned.

(2) U 711 (Lange) is to be refuelled at the same
time, so that there will be at least one more boat
at operational readiness until the conclusion
of operation "Husar'.

•"(3) en though "Brumier" has no more aviation spirit,
he has tt :rce crew on board, end from t

point of view of personnel as well as material,
is ouite capable of • implementing a reconnaissarnee
fli by The 3V.

(Signed) pp. 3ckermann.

19 September, 1943.

I . U-boat -positions and alterations of position

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters:

U 713 B 3523 ) deoth of sweep
U 307 AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
U 277 AG 7590.
U 360 AG 78.
U 703 AT 3278.
U 711 A 73/81.

Atlantic

:

U 419.
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In port

:

U 355 Hammerfest,
U 956 Narvik,
U 309, 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 470, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient,

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 601 proceeding from Hammerfest to IF 88,
U 960 proceeding from Hammerfest to A*F 88,
U 302 proceeding from the operational area

to Narvik.
U 354 -proceeding from the operational area

to Narvik.
U 737 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammerfest

.

0500 U 387- proceeding from Troms6 to the
operational area.

U 629 proceeding from Narvik to Bergen.
1500 U 255. put in to Narvik.

U 711 proceeding from the operational area
to AT 3278.

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

Meteorological reconnaissance Banak - Bear Island -

Ice Fjord - 5° E. - Banak. Nothing to report.

6 FW 190 on armed shipping reconnaissance as far
as Kola inlet.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

Anti-submarine patrol for operation '•Schatzgraber",
nothing to report.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

No reconnaissance in the operational area.

Ill . Reports on the enemy:

( a ) By U-boats:

1950 Receipt of radio message 1635/775 from U 711
(Lange )

:

;'Destroyed "Pravdi 1

' radio station by shelling
on 18 September. ttery. radio station and
eight houses on eastern tip of Nansen Island.
Air patrol. Echo-sounder out of order,"
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( b ) By air reconnaissance: 3ne .

( c ) By naval forces: .me .

(d) 3y radio intercept servic

(1) Signal i 379 on Cape :hodnoi
(73° 12 ?

::
; 56

c
. tapted operating at

q 17 S( 'it.

(2) Belushya rea: destroyer "Uritski",
to. 75 ers I . 37, 57,

59, 61, 75, 10^, 107, 10;

.

(3) Stean t have been inforned by
channel that Russian arines have put

oeeding on the surface.

(L) /egian polar col small amount of
traffic to s mines in the oper^

aree .

( e

)

By G.I .5. staoi. :
j __:_ one .

IV. Current U-boat operations:

( a )
"::.'.

:
'

: _. -.-r.

'

, Ions: n .

( b

)

tperatienal :. :.:res to intercept enemy traffic:

2 beats in Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
1 boat operating with BY I38 T s north of Novaye
1 be est Siberian Sea route.

1052 Dispatch of r: .. 1 - r.es .

: :.- 1
\ 2/973:

"(1) "Lange" to :
~

: or refuelling.

(2) "Grau" and 'Heinri h tc supply "BrUnnerl
with C5 cbn. fuel and provisions for ten days.

(3) "Brtinner T ' supply '"_.
: ^rther eleven

.-. end th ret ';..;. "'sfuel reserves
by short signal."

In radi: n.-.s.^ ?.;:-_ 230 ^/^85 the boats were informed of
Russian submarine : by '" ms" north of !

Zemlys on 2L Au tst Russian naval vessels
cently observed in lush. ra Sea area.

( c ) Special oper' • 1 . gl-_ boats:

In radio r. _. 115/784 the returning boao
were inform . :

\~ .iling of U 387 (B'lchle-r)

with "Schato rfest.

-
.
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*

(d) Miscellaneous:

Receipt of teleprinter message Secret 9707 A 5
of 19 September from Naval l/er Staff ,. C-in-C
U-boats Operations:

;,U 639 (Wichmann) declared missing, one star,
with effect from 2 September, 1943, The
boat sailed from Trom'so on 12 August, and was
last heard of on 21 August after passing 740 N
Fate of crew not known. Cause of loss may-
have been a mine

.

V. Reports of successes:

On 18 .September,. U 711 (Lange) destroyed the
"Pravdi" radio station by shelling.

VI

.

U-boat re-ports:

(1) Short report from U 255 (Harms), seventh
operation (see Appendix III/2).

(2) Short report from U 355 (La Baume
)

, special
operation .(see Appendix III/3).

VII. Plans:

Receipt of teleprinter message Most Secret 3493 of
18 September from Group North/Fleet:

"Subject : air reconnaissance for "Husar'?.

Reference: Group North/Fleet Most Secret 3448
of 13 September.

Contrary to the date (15 September) given in the
previous reference, Group North/Fleet now intends
to prolong the operation "Husar ;? until 23 September.
In view of the present favorable ice situation, it
is considered possible to operate U-boats until
the end of the month. Group North/Fleet therefore
requests that air reconnaissance be recommenced
in this area, and to r sport plans."

VIII. Survey of the situation:

The two minelaying boats cannot operate on the
st Siberian Sea route until they have completed

their tasks, that is, not before 23 September
at the earliest. [ore over U 711 (Lange) could not
be back in the it, after being refuelled, until
the date on which Group North/Fleet plans to
conclude operation ''Husar .

. (Sir tied) pp. Eckormann.
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20 September, 1943.

I

.

U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Fositions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters:

U 713 AB 3523) , .. . „ n
U 307 AB 3568) dePth of sweep 30 miles.

U 277 AG 7590.
U 360 AG 78.
U 703 AT 3278.

Atlantic

:

U 419.

In port:

U 355 Hammerfest

,

U 255, 956 Narvik,
U 625, 309 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 470, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient

,

(b

)

U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 601 proceeding from Hammerfest to AF 88.
U 96O proceeding from Hammerfest to AF 88.
U 387 proceeding from Troms'6 to the operational

area (AC 4830) .

'

U 302 proceeding from the operational area
to Narvik.

U 354 proceeding from the operational area
to Narvik.

U 711 proceeding from the operational area
to AT 3278.

U 629 proceeding from Narvik to Bergen.
1015 U 737 put in to Hammerfest from the operational

area.

II

,

Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 J'u SS meteorological and shipping reconnaissance
Banak - Ice Fjord - 5° E. - Banak. Nothing to report.
Not exhaustive.

Reconnaissance by 1 B'V 138 for "Schatzgraber"
according to plan. Rendezvous with "Schatzgrfiber"
at 0630 in AC 4837. Finally reconnaissance to north
and east. No enemy sighting.
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Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North ("Vest):

1 Ju 88 on photographic reconnaissance of Lervik.

Meteorological reconnaissance, Trondheim -

10° W. - B£nak according; to plan. No enemy-
sight ing,

III . Reports on the enemy:

(a.) By U-boats: None.

(b) By eir reconnaissance:

Ships in Lervik harbor according to oblique
,

photograph; 2 freighters about 2,000 G.R.T.,
6 fishing vessels.

( c

)

By naval forces: None

.

( d) By radio intercept service:

(1) The. motor boat ;,PS 49" is in the Naryan
Mar area.

(2) Oh the morning of 19 September, mine-
sweeper No.. 105 passed Cape Greben
(AT B819) from- east to west-. At 1740
on 20 September, a convoy consisting of
minesweepers Nos. 32, 6l, 102, 104, 5

motor vessels and two further vessels
passed Cape Gre.ben on' an easterly course.

(3) On afternoon of 19 September, one vessel
(minesweeper type) passed to the west of
Cape Stolbovoi (AT 4613) on southerly
course

.

(4) On morning of 20 September, one minesweeper
west of Yugorski Straits signal station
(AT 8820) on southerly course.

(5) On 18 September, fishing was permitted
in Area 17 (Kolguev area).

(6) Belushya/Kara Sea area: the destroyer
;'Uritski 7?

, minesweepers Nos. 55, 61,

107, 109, f uardship No. 75.

At 1845 on 19 Sept . r, minesweepc
No. 39 dropped anchor 5.3 miles west of
Belushya near guardboat No. 505.

(7) Norwegian polar coast: small amount of
radio traffic to submarines in the
operational area. "S 103" mentioned by
name. This submarine appeared for the first
time on 19 tember in the operational
area off the Norwegian ^olar coast.
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( e ) By G.I.S. stations: None

,

IV. Current U-boat operations:

( a

)

Convoy operations: None

.

(b

)

Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats in Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
1 boat operating with BV 138 T s north of Novaya

Zemlya,
1 boat in the Kara Sea.

( c

)

Special operations by single boats:

For operation "Schatzgraber" , which is proceeding
under the direction of U 387 (Biichler), a daily
reconnaissance is to be flown which will be
communicated to the U-boat in each case.

No reports from the minelaying boats U 601 (G-rau)
and U 960 (Heinrich)

.

(d) Miscellaneous:

U 629 (Bugs), at present on passage, to Bergen,
was informed- of traffic on the Swedish route
in radio message 1125/600.

V.
v

Reports of successes: None.

VI. 3lans:

1633 Receipt of radio message 1501/195 from Luftflotte 5,
Battle Staff la:

"Reference: Captain U-boats Norway Most Secret 3093
of 18 September (^Operation of U 703
(Brunner) with BV 138 in the Kara Sea
possible for a short period.")

(1) "Operations of BV 138 from refuelling U-boats
to lapse.

(2) Admiral Northern Waters has already been
informed of other air reconnaissance operations
in connection with :;Husar" in teleprinter
message 4782/43 Most Secret of 18 September
from Luftflotte 5, Battle Staff la."
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VII. Survey of the situation:

(1) U 703 (Briinner) will have to remain north of
Novaya Zemlya on ice reconnaissance until
the minelaying boats return, even though the
BV 138 operations have been cancelled.

(2) U 956 (Mohs), whom Group North/Fleet had
agreed to release for the first task of the
third part of the minelaying operations, will
after all have to act as a relief boat for the
Bear Island passage formation, as with the
present U-boat situation there is no other
way of maintaining even 3 boats in the Bear
Island passage.

The waiting about of U-boats on meteorological
duties for the arrival of meteorological
apparatus or vessels has caused a lot of
time to be wasted in port - an extremely
regrettable state of affairs considering the
present shortage- of U-boats.

. .?

Thus :i Buchler',? has lain a .vhole week at
operational readiness waiting for the
arrival of the "SchatzgrRber" transmitter,
and it is feared that the same will happen
in the case of :?La Baume".

Far greater care and efficiency on the part
of the Naval Meteorological Service in
organizing meteorological operations are
required.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

21 September, 1943.

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational are::

Northern vers:

U 713 I 3523 ) depth of sweep
U 307 AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
U 277 £G 7590.
U 360 I 78.
U 703 AT 3278.

Atlantic

:

U 419.

-553-



CONFIDENTIAL

In port

:

U 355, 737 Hammerfest,
U 255, 956 Narvik,
U 309, 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 470, 636; 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient

.

- (b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 601 proceeding from j£f 88 via AT 3278 to AS 40.
U 960 proceeding from AF 88.

?

via aT 3278 to AS 40

.

U 387 proceeding from Tromsb to the operational
area.

U 711 proceeding from AT 3278 to AT 60

.

U 703 proceeding from AT 3278 to aS 40,
2130 U 302 put in to Harstad from the operational

area.
1745 U 354 put in to Harstad from the operational

area.
1300 U 629 put in to Bergen from Narvik.

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North(East):

Meteorological and shipping reconnaissance with
1 Ju 88. Route: Banak - Bear Island - Ice Fjord -

Kongsfjord - 75° N., 10° 2. - Banak. Only partially
covered owing to bad weather. At 0955 in AG 7548
the aircraft was fired on by U 277 (Lubsen) (light
anti-aircraft fire, range 200 meters). The flying
route had to be altered on account of damage to
the engine,

1 BV 138 flew sea reconnaissance for operation
"Schatzgraber" with radar. Contrary to yesterday*

s

report, r'3chatzgr&ber r? was not intercepted by radar,

1 Ju 88 on shipping reconnaissanc .

J*nak - Vardo -

Kara Straits - Iokanka - Banak. Lap only partially
covered. by visual reconnaissance, exhaustively by
radar.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance

.

Flieger Fuehrer North (V.'est):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance as far
as 10° W. - Banak. No enemy sighting.
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III . Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats

:

None.

(b) By air reconnaissance :

At the northern approaches to the V/hite Sea
8 probable patrol vessels, on rainesweeping
operations. One of the boats began to flash
signals when approached.

(c) By naval forces: None.

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) At 1500 guardboat No. 506 lay off Cape
Greben. On 21 September at 1222 mine-
sweepers Nos. 104, 107 and one freighter
coming from the Yugorski Straits passed
west of Cape Greben at a distance of
18 miles and disappeared from view on
westerly course.

Note: Minesweeper No. 104 is apparently
stationed at the western approaches to
the Yugorski Straits (Khabarova), since
in the last few days it has repeatedly
been found leaving and re-entering the
Yugorski Straits.

(2) At 0430 on 20 September Yugorski Straits
(AT 8820) sighted one minesweeper to the
west on southerly course. At 0347 on
20 September minelayer No. 94 off
Morjovets weighed anchor and proceeded
on a northerly course.

(3) Belushya/Kara Sea area: minesweepers
Nos. 34, 39 (Subatka), 59, 104;
guardship No. 77. Minesweeper No. 64
anchored in Belushya at 0300 on 20
September.

Belushya area: afternoon of 20 September
one aircraft. At 0412 on 21 September
minesweeper No. 64 left Belushya for
Archangel

.

(4) Morning of 20 September, 1 aircraft ( 30 X)
on flight to Naryan Mar.

(5) Norwegian polar coast: moderate amount
of radio traffic to. submarines in the
operational area; "Schtsch 404" mentioned
by name

.

( e

)

By G.I.S. stations: None

.
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IV. Current U-boat operations:

( a

)

Convoy operations: None

.

( b) Operational measures .to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats in Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
2 boats in the Kara Sea,

ien the German Air Force reported that the
meteorological aircraft had been fired on off
Ice Fjord by a U-boat, the Spitsbergen" group
was requested to report in radio message
1235/7I5 '/ U 277 (Lubsen) then reported in
short signal 1555/717 that he had fired on the
aircraft. Groups "Spitsbergen" and "Eisenbart"
were then once again given exact details
concerning route and approximate time of
arrival of the daily meteorological plane in
radio message 1759/719*

The boats in the Kara Sea were informed of the
7 vessels and 4 minesweepers which passed
Cape Greben on an easterly course on 20
September in radio message 0927/71.

1739 • In radio message 1739/718 U 711 (Lange) received
orders to return to Hammerfest, since,
after re-fuelling, he would not be in tine
to operate along the West Siberian Sea route
before the planned date for the conclusion of
the operation.

However, he reported in" short signal 2009/720
that after re-fuelling he had 50-60 cbm. fuel,
and he seems to be operating against the convoy
reported off Beli Island.

2142 Receipt of short signal 2142/723 from U 703
(Briinner ) :

"74, AS 40."

( c ) Special operations- by single boats:

No reports concerning operations "Seemove"
tf

(U 601), ''Seeschlange" (U 960), and "Schatzgraber"
(U 387).
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V. Reports of successes; None.

VI

.

Survey of the situation:

It took considerable time to decipher the short
signal from U 703 (Brunner). The boat had
orders to report ;'Lange" 's reserves after re-
fuelling of this boat. However as U 711 (Lange)
reported his own reserves and position first,
it must be' assumed the t 'Brunner" • s report refers
to himself. Both boats are thus apparently-
operating on the reported convoy. However, it
seems that this consists only of small vessels
which do not justify upsetting the operational
area of the two minelaying boats and neglecting
the ice patrol north of Novaya Zemlya.

( Signed ) pp , Eckermann

.

22 September, 1943.

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800.:

In the' operational area;

Northern Waters

:

'•

U 713
U 307
U 277
U 360
U 703

AB 3523 )

AB 3568 )

AG 7590.
AG 78.
AS 40..

depth of sweep
30 miles.

Atlantic •

•

•

U 419.

In port

:

U.-355, 737 Hammerfcst,
U 354, 302 Harstad,
U 2,55, 956 Narvik,
U 309, 625 Trondheim, •

U 212, 269, 426, 470, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,

U 420 Lorient

.
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(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 601 proceeding from AT 3278 to AS 40.
U 960 proceeding from AT 32,^8 to A3 40.
U 387 proceeding from Tromsb to the operational

area

.

U 711 proceeding from nT 60 to Narvik.
1000 U 302 put out from Harstad.
1530 U 302 put in to Narvik.
1045 U 354 put out from Harstad.
1530 U 354 put in to Narvik.

• U 703 proceeding from AS 40 for ice reconnaissance
north of Navaya Zemlya,

U 36O proceeding from the operational area to
Hannerf est

,

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (j^sst):

1 He 111 on meteorological reconnaissance and
reconnaissance for r, Schatzgraber", route Banak -

Bear Island - South Cape - Hope Island - Banak.
nothing' special to report. .Not exhaustive.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

1 3V 138 equipped with radar made reconnaissance
of area in a 100 mile radius of grid square AC 7436.
No enemy sighting.

Flieger Fuehrer North ("Vest):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance, Trondheim -

on course 310° to 10° T

.

r

. - Banak. No enemy sighting.

1 Ju 88 on night .photographic reconnaissance of
Moray Firth.

III. Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats: None.

( b

)

By air reconnaissance: Hon e

.

(c) By naval forces: Dne.*,11,1,

( d) By radio intercept service:

(1) At 1359 on 21 Sept-ember 2 vessels passed
Cape <G-reben (AT 88-19) on an easterly course.

At 2222 on 21 September the Russian mine-
sweepers Nos . 104 -and 107, and one freighter
coming from the Yugorski Straits, passed
west of Cape Greben at a distance of 18 miles
on a westerly course. No. 104 is apparently
stationed at the western approaches to the
Yugorski Straits.
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"(2) Drwegian polar coast: moderate amount of
radio traffic to 7 submarines in the
operational area.

(3) Belushya/Kara Sea area: the destroyer
"Uritski ;

' ; ; uard*ship No. 77; minesweepers
Nos. 37, 42, 61, 64, 107; guardboat No.
505.

( e ) By G.I.S. stations: None

.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Oonvoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats in Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
2 boats in the Kara Sea.

U 360 (Becker), who has already been five
weeks at sea, received orders to return to
Hammerfest in radio message 1155/734.

As it was assumed that "Brunner" ! s report
yesterday referred to U 711 (Lange), radio
message 0519/730 "'as dispatched to U 703
(3r linker ) :

"(1) Short signal deciphered; according to
this "Lange ;? left landing place with
74 cbm. fuel and proceeded to AS 40.

(2) Report in sea miles, with bearing, the
shortest distance between Cape Jelaniya
and the ice limit, in case less than
60 miles .

'

Since it was probable that both boats were
operating southwards,

1151 radio message 1151/735 was dispatched to group
;r "iking":

"(1) The convoy reported does not warrent
disturbance of "Grau" f s operation. Do
not give away presence unnecessarily in
AS 40 if you are operating there.

(2) Ice reconnaissance north of Novava
Zemlya is more important for "Brunner".

(3) ''Lange" to commence homeward passage on
23 September at the latest - not to
Hammerfest, but to Andfjord - Narvik."
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(c) Special operations of single boats:

The two minelaying boats may have reached
the operational area by now. "Schatzgraber"
should also be approaching his operational
area.

( d) Miscellaneous:

Sailing orders for U 956 (Mohs)(see Appendix II/2).

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI

.

U-boat reports:

(1) Short report from U 737 (Brasack) , first operation
"from "'£ August to 20' September, 1943, see Appendix
inA.

(2) Short report from U 302 (Sickel) , fifth operation
from 31 July to 22 September, 1943, see Appendix
III/5.

(3) Short report from U 354 (Kerbschleb) , fifth operation
from 4 August to 22 September, 1943, see Appendix
III/6.

VII. Plans:
"~

1.350 Dispatch of teleprinter message Captain U-boats,
Norway, Most Secret 3143 A Ops. 22 September
addressed to Group North/Fleet:

"(1)

(2)

U 360 (Becker) on return passage from Ice
Fjord according to plan. Owing to shortage of

?hereboats, no relief at present available
remain: U 277 (Liibsen) off Ice Fjord, U 713
(Gosejakob) and U 307 (Herrle) in the Bear
Island passage

.

Owing to "Mohs'Vs unsuitable torpedo mine
equipment, "Vogler" will have to carry out
his task.

VIII. Survey of the situation:

(1) The commanders of both the boats which have just
returned from the West Siberian Sea believe, and
are supported in this by the radio intercept
group Kenntmann, that a large number of merchant
vessels have collected east of the V/ilkitzki Straits,
somewhere in the vicinity of the Lena estuary.
It is possible that after the appearance of our
U-boats in the Wilkitzki Straits,; the Russians
are holding back their traffic from the east until
the ice blocks the way for our U-boats around the
north of Novaya Zemlya; the steamers could then
travel without danger along the ice-free coastal
strip as far as the Yugorski Straits. It is also
presumed that the Kara Straits, which are more
difficult to patrol, have been blocked with minefields.
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(2) The radio intercept group aboard U 354 (Herbschleb)
has found out that, apart from a considerable
increase in Russian mine sweeping activity, vessels
on the Yenisei river have been issued with exact
routing instructions and orders to sail only
with escort. Apart from taking this to be a
precautionary measure against minefields laid
by us, it must also be regarded as an indication
of existing Russian minefields, a fact to be
taken into account by our minelaying boats
operating there.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

23 September, 1943.

I . U-boct positions and "Iterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters: *

U 713 AB 3523 ) depth of sweep
U 307 AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
U 277 AG 7590.
U 703 ice reconnaissance 'north of Novaya

Zemlya.
U 601 AS 40.
U. 960 AS 40.
U 387 Franz Joseph Land.

Atlantic

:

U U9.

In" port

:

U 355, 737 Hammerfes.t,
U 255, 302, 354, 956 Narvik,
U 309, 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 470, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.
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( b ) U-boats homeward and outward bound:
*

U 711 proceeding from operational area to Narvik
via "J 88.

U 360. proceeding from the operational area to
Hammerfest

,

1130 .U 956 put out from Narvik for the operational area.
1800 U 302 put out from Narvik for Trondheim.

II. Air reconnaissance :

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 lu 88 on meteorological reconnaissance and
westerly patrol for ;t Schatzgr'aber' r on route
Banak - Bear Island - South Cape - Ice Fjord -

Northeastland - Jiop.e Island - Banak. Not exhaustive,
.nothing to "report

.

One FW 200 flew reconnaissance for operation
"Kreuzritter"'".'

1 lu 88 and 2 BF 109 on meteorological
;.
-reconnaissance area Murmansk and Kandalaksha.
No enemy sighting. -Two armed reconnaissances
carried out by 7 FW 190 of Fisher Peninsula
and Kola inlet-..

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No report of operations,

Flieger Fuehrer North -('Wost ).;

1 <Ju 88 on meteorological, reconnaissance Banak -

10° W. - Trondheim. Nothing to report.

III. Reports on the enemy1

:

(a) By U-boats

:

None.
t

(b) By air reconnaissance:

One merchant ship of 800 tons and 3 patrol
vessels in Motka Bay.

j
* .

(c) By naval forces

:

None.

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) At noon on 22 September, 1 freighter and 2

other vessels off Cape Cherni (AT 7378)
entered the Kostin Straits.

(2) Norwegian polar coast: small amount of radio
traffic to submarines in the operational area.
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(3) Belushya/Kcra See area: the destroyer
"Uritski", minesweepers Nos, 37, 39, 42,
53, 56, 57, 59, 61, 64, 107; guardships
Nos. 73, 75 and 77.

At 1140 on 22 September minesweeper No.
39 anchored in Belushya.

(4) Dikson area: destroyer nJn
t
minesweepers

Nos. 108, 109 and 110.

(5) On 22 September a radio message from
Polynrno was addressed to the Senior
Officer, Russian Destroyer Flotilla on
board the "Baku", the destroyer flE"
in the Murmansk area, the destroyers
"Uritski" in the Belushya/Kara Sea area
and ;?J" in the Dikson area.

(6) Receipt of teleprinter message from
8th German Air Force Signals Company 5,
294/43 Most Secret:

"On 20 September, 1943 between 1145 and
2200 repeated reports of sightings and
attacks on submarines in unknown grid

• positions. The sightings were made by
three aircraft on convoy patrol, but
the position of the convoy is not known.
At 1613 on 20 September D/F bearings
gave the rough position of one of the
escorting aircraft as 62.22° N., 01.02° W."

(e) By G.I ,S. stations

:

None.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

( b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats in Bear Island passage,
1 boat off Ice Fjord,
1 boat on ice reconnaissance north of Novaya

Zemlya,
1 boat in the Kara Sea.

1750 Receipt of short signal 1736/746 from U 711
(Lange )

:

"My position is AT 60, have commenced return
passage ."
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( c ) Special operations by single boats:

The two minelaying boats off Dikson were
informed in radio message 1513/744 , that
according to- a report from Kenntmann Russian
minefields were also to be expected off the
Yenisei.

( d) "iscellaneous

:

Transfer orders for U 302 (Sickel)

:

;(1) Put out from Narvik at 1800 on 23 September.

(2) Passage through V/estfjord, keeping 50 miles
distant from the coast to HA 1 - Trondheim.

(3) Radio wave ;,Anton ,! and Northern Waters very
long wave ."

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI. Survey of the situation: No comments.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

24 September, 1943.

I . U-boat positions and alterations of position:

- - - . ( a ) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters,:

U 713 AB 3523 ) depth of sweep
U 307 AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
U 277 AG 7590.
U 703 ice reconnaissance north of Novaya Zemlya,
U 601 AS 40.
U 960 AS 40.
U 387 Franz Joseph Land.

Atlantic

:

U 419.
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In port

:

U 355, 737 Hammcrfcst,
U 255, 354 Narvik-,
U 309, 6.25 Trondl
U 212, 269,' 426, 470, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient,

( b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 711 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik via IF 08.

l./flO U 36O put in to Hammerfest-.
U 956 proceeding from Narvik to the operational

area.
U 302 proceeding from Narvik to Trondheim.

II .• Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear. Island - South Cape - Ice Fjord - 75° N.,
; 0° - Banak. Sea area not exhaustively covered,
photographic reconnaissance of Barentsberg and
Longyearby

.

Fliegc-r Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.

Flieger Fuehrer North ('Vest):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Trondheim -

on course 310° as far as 10° V. - Banak. Nothing
to report.

III. - Reports- on the—en em.?:

( a ) By tf-boats: Non€ .

(b) By air reconnaissance:

2 submarines on westerly course, AC 8588.

12 F.V 190 v,'ith 32 3F 109 as escort attacked
the submarine base at Polyarno, scoring
direct hits.

(c) By naval forces

:

Nom.

.

(d) By radio intercept servic-. :

(1) On the morning pf 23 September
minesweeper No. 39 proceeded from B^lushya
to Cape. Cherni: (AT 7378).
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(2) Cape Cherni sighted a aesweeper at 0508
the s: uUhwe 31 . northwesterly cours .

One minesw r each" 3 Yugorsk: 3ti
(AT 8823) at" 1035 and7 1745
uthwest. At 1210 th first was Dff

Greben wit-h - el, vihei at
1310 twe re also rep

OJ At. midday on 23 Sept >rski Sti
signal station roth
sea and air patrols

.

(4) • Norwegian polar coast: v little radio
raffic to submarines in the operat: 1 3rei

(5) lushya/Kar: mine] r No. 94,
destroyer !,Ur :i

i?

, mineswe s. 53,
59, 64, 107, 109, -J.ardshii . 72, 75,
guardboats Nos. 506, 508, 512. tor

. 411

.

(6) On 24 September before 0300 in th li
Point area (69 51 f N, 60° 53* £.), to

s many is 30 red and white star signals
at 6 sec id intervals v fired from the
ainland, Th out has not

yet returned. al station
Yugorski Straita (AT 8823) is at war
readiness.

( e ) By -3-. 1. 5. s:-:i:r.s: : n :

.

IV. Current U-boat : bions:

( a ) :••.'.-:;.- ra^rr.tirns: None

.

(b ) rr-:r :.~ 1 :.-.- 1 .-.-: a sure s to inter car.: :.••-."-•" traffic:

2 boats in Bear Island aassa^;,
1 br - ff Icg Fj~rd y . , . 7 .

1 boat ice reqonnaissance north of! Novay .mlya.

0C27 Dispatch of radio message C 227/748 to U 703
(2runner)

:

eport ice limit between 60 and 70° E."

(c) Special operations ?as:

No repor" oncerning.,the operations
"SchatzgrBber 1

' , "
. Seeschlange 7

'

.

V. .--'- -.r~ s. :
:" iu ::•-:: 5 •'.:

: a: .
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VI. Plans:

On 24 September teleprinter message Most Secret
03545 received from Group North/Fleet:

"Subject: operation, of BV'.s for reconnaissance
in the Kara Sei .

Reference: Naval War Staff Most Secret 26624 of
22 September.

(1) Operation of the BV's after the withdrawal
of "Stange" from the Northern area, and
with only two minelaying U-boats in the Kara
Sea, is no longer worth while.

(2) After the completion of the minelaying
operation, reconnaissance, for the U-boats
will be carried out by the FW 200 which are
at present employed on reconnaissance for the
meteorological operation "Kreuzritter" , and
which are here considered sufficient.

(3) Considering the lateness of the season,
no further operations by U-boats in the
Kara Sea are intended,"

VII

.

Survey of the situation:

Teleprinter message from Admiral Northern Waters
Most Secret 3050 A I, 24 September to Group North/
Fleet:

"From the interception of about 100 call-signs
in the area. west. of., the Wilkitzki Straits, the
radio intercept group Kenntmann deduced that an
east-west convoy is assembling there which will
not be sailing until after the U-boats are forced
to withdraw from the operational area Kara Sea/
Wilkitzki Straits on account of the ice hindrance
to be expected north -of Novaya Zemlya. This
view i-s not considered very probable. Previously,
it has always been possible to supply a strong
air or naval escort which has enabled the sailing
of east-west convoys when of particular importance
to the enemy. 1 '

Teleprinter message 03550 of 24 September was then
-received from Group North/Fluot:

"Concur with Admiral Northern Waters* Sailing of
east-west convoy still possible at any time. Radio
traffic observed does not however provide conclusive
evidence. The question of leaving the minelaying
U-boats to carry out further operations if the
ice situation is favorable and if more detailed
information becomes available, will be considered,
and if necessary, arranged, "-

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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25 September, 1943.

I , U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters:

AB 3523 ) depth of sweep
AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
AG 7590.
ice reconnaissance north of Novaya Zemlya.
AS 40.
AS 40.
Franz Joseph Land.

u 713
u 307
u 277
u 703
u 601
u 960
u 387

Atlantic

:

u 419.
u 309.

In port:

U 355, 360, 737 Hammerfest,
U 255, 354 Narvik,
U 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 470, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:
*

U 711 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik via AF 88.

U 956 proceeding from Narvik to the operational
area.

1305 U 302 arrived Trondheim.
U 601 proceeding from AS 40 to AT 3278.
U 960 proceeding from AS 40 to AT 3278.

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (^ast):

Meteorological reconnaissance Banak - Bear Island -

Ice Fjord - Kongsfjord - Banak. Not exhaustive,
nothing to report.

1 FW 200 on ice reconnaissance and reconnaissance
for operation "Kreuzritter"

.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.
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Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

10° W, "- Trondheim. Only partially covered over
sea area. Nothing to report.

III. . Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats: Non^

.

( b

)

By air reconnaissance: None

.

( c

)

By naval forces: None

.

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) At 1550 on 24 September 3 minesweepers
passed Yugorski Straits on a northeasterly
course

.

(2) jrwegian polar coast: very little
radio traffic to submarines in the
operational area.

,. (3) Belushya/Kara Sea areas guardships
Nos. 72, 73, 75, minesweepers Nos.
53, 64, 107 and 109.

(4) "RA 25!' flying boat on morning of
24 September in the Dikson area.

(5) From several radio messages, it would
appear that, after Belushya, the most
important base in' the Novaya Zemlya
area is Khabarova (AT 8827). From here
a daily situation report is sent to
Belushya .and Archangel, and here are
the Harbor Defense (OHR) and Coastal
Defense (OWR) headquarters of the area,
which arc in command of the patrol
forces. On 22 September guardboat No.
610 was in patrol position 9. On 22
September the following were in Khabarova:
the destroyer ;,Uritski", minesweepers
Nos. 32, 42, 61, 104, guardboats Nos.

510, 512 and one other, motor minesweepers
Nos. 402, 411 and one other, and about

3 other vessels. On 22 September
minesweeper No. 37 carried out mineswe-eping
duties In the KhobovovR area.

(e) By G.I .3. stations: Non^

.
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IV. Current U-boat operations;

( a

)

Convoy operations :

' None

.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats in Bear Island passage,
1 boat off Ice Fjord,
1 boat ice reconnaissance north of Novaya Zemlya.

U 711 (Lange) on return passage, reported his
position as AF 81 in radio message 2202/765:

When the 'two minelaying boats have finished their
task in the Kara Sea, they are to proceed to the
West Siberian Sea route together with U 703
(Brlinner) . Radio message 2311/766 was therefore
dispatched:

?T (l) Group "Grau'' to remain at Point 1.

* '

(2) "Brunner" to report at once estimated time
of arrival there after ice reconnaissance."

•(c) Special operations by single boats:

2100 Receipt of radio message. 1155/764 from U 960
(Heinrich) and U 601 (Gra'u) :

"Taskl executed. We are making for Point 1.
Question: Where do we meet "Brunner"? 5 '

V. Reports of successes:

(1) U 960 and U 601 reported minelaying operations
"Seeschlange" and if Seemove !? executed.

(2) U 711 (Lange) reported in radio message 2202/765:

"0n
:
24 September radio station and meteorological

station at Blagopoluchiya destroyed by shelling. .. ,
ir

VI

.

Survey of the situation:

Group North/Fleet is planning a further operation for
the two minelaying boats in the Kara Sea. As a result
of previous arrangement they carried out their tasks
roughly at the same time. U 703 (Brunner) is to be
supplied by these two at landing place 1, so that he
will be able, to carry out one- more ice reconnaissance
and the passage to Hope Island.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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26 September, 1943.

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters:

U 713 AB 3523 ) depth of sweep
U 307 AB 3568 ) 30'miles.
"U 277 AG 7590.
U 956 AG 78.
U 703 ice reconnaissance north of Novaya

Zemlya.
U 601 AT 3278,
U 960 AT 3278.
U 387 Franz Joseph Land.

Atlantic

:

U-419.
U 309'.

In port

:

U 355, 360, 737 Hammerfest,
U 255, 354 Narvik,
U 625, 302 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 470, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U.711 proceeding from JF 88 to Narvik.
U 601 proceeding from AS 40 to AT 3278.

• U 960 proceeding from AS 40 to AT 3278.

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - Ice Fjord - Kongfjord - Banak.
Lap only partially covered in the sea area, over
Ice Fjord exhaustive.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.

Flieger Fuehrer North ("est):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Trondheim
10° Vv". - Banak. Nothing to report.

2 Ju 88 on sea reconnaissance of Faeroes.
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III. Reports on the enemy:

(a) Bv U-boats: ITone .

( b
)' 3y air reconnaissance:

Anti-aircraft defense at Barentsberg comprises
3 machine guns and one light anti-aircraft gun
about 10 kilometers northnorthwest of Barentsberg.

One submarine partially submerged in AF 4887. Alsi
one two-master sailing vessel was sighted in
position AE 6775 on course 30°.

(c) By naval forces: .None.

( d) By radio intercept service:

(1) Norwegian polar coast: small amount of
radio traffic to submarines in the operational
area.

(2) Belushya/Xara Sea area: minesweepers Nos.
59, 107, guardship No..73.

(3) In Khabarova (AT 8827) 'on 22 September, the
destroyer "Uritski"

,

;
minesweepers Nos. 32,

42, 61, 104, 3 guardb oats, 3 not or minesweepers
as well as 3 other vessels.

( e

)

By G.I.S. stations: None

.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats in Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
1 boat ice reconnaissance north of Novaya. Zemlya

.

0115 Receipt of radio message 2347/767 from U 277
(Ltlbsen):

"Llade another' approach to Barentsberg. Two guns
(5-7 cm.) and crews were observed. There is
probably a temporary radio station there.
Otherwise no traffic. Weather, good visibility.
Fuel 45 cbm."
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Message was passed on to Naval War Staff 1st
Division,, and Group North/Fleet.

0230 In short" signal 0210/769 U 703 (Briinner)
reported ice limit - aF 8173 - 8277 -

5951; further that he would be at Landing
Place 1 at 0600 on 27 September.

The position of the ice limit reported is
sufficiently favorable to allow wBrunner"
to operate against the Siberian Sea route
for a short while.

1107 Dispatch of radio message 1107/770:

''(1) 'Grau" , "Heinrich", "Brunner ;? to
form group "Wiking",

(2) T,Brunner ;f has sufficient supplies to
last until 6 October; divide supplies
among you 'so that each boat will have
an equal endurance at sea.

(3) Then proceed to position line I from
AT 3655 - 3633 in the above order.

(4) "Grau :? to report arrival at position
line and the boats* period of endurance."

1115 Dispatch of radio message 1115/- 72 to group
"Wiking"

:

''From position line I movement to line -

II grid souafes AS 1975 - 1928,
III grid squares AS 2755 - 2711,
IV grid squares XA 7376 - 7262 is planned.
Times to follow, 11

( d ) Special operations by single boats:

No report concerning operation "Schatzgra
,

ber ;r
.

V

.

Reports of successes: None

.

VI

.

Survey of the situation:

For the period that there are no U-boats north of
Novaya Zemlya, the ice patrol will be taken over
by a FV 200.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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II.

1

27 September, 1943.

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters

:

~TT 713
U 307
U 277
U 956
U 703
U 601
U 960
U 387

AB 3523 ) depth of
AB 3568 ) 30 miles,
AG 7590.
AG 78.
AT 3278.
AT 3278.
AT 3278.
Franz Joseph Land.

sweep
•

Atlantic •
•

U 309.
U 419. •

In port

:

U 355, 360, 737 Hammerfest,
U 255> 354 Narvik,
U 302, 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 470, 629, 636 586 Bergen.
U 420 Lorient.

( b ) U-boat 3 homeward and outward bound:

:U 711 "proceeding from AF 88. to Narvik..
U 601 j proceeding from AT 3278 to position line I
U 703 ) AT 3655 to AT 3633.
U 960 )

»

...

Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance and reconnaissanc
of Sveagru^a, course Banak - Bear Island - 3outh Cape -

Ice Fjord - 75° N., 5° E. - Banak.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance.

Flieg er Fuehrer North (West);

1 Ju BE on meteorological reconnaissance Trondheim -

on course 310° as far as 10° W, - Banak. Nothing
to report.
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III

.

Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-boats: None.

(b) By ajr reconnaissance:

1 Ju 88 of the meteorological reconnaissance
"Staffer* which was on meteorological
reconnaissance in the Faeroe Island sea area,
reported that .at 0805 in AE 9965 there were
15 merchant ships', each of over 5,000 G.R.T.,
with escort. In AE 9689 the aircraft sighted
an aircraft carrier on a northerly course,
speed 10 knots.

7 Ju 88, some with radar, have been sent
to re-intercept this formation.

( c

)

By naval forces : None

.

( d

)

' By radio intercept service:

(1) At 0700 on 26 September Yugorski Straits
(AT 8823) sighted 2 minesweepers in the
southwest on a northeasterly course

.

Minesweepers Nos . 42 and 6l "were among
' ' the 3 minesweepers which passed Yugorski

Straits on 2k September at 1550,

(2) Belushya/Kara Sea area: guardship No.
73, minesweepers Nos . 102 and 107.

(3) Norwegian polar coast: small amount of
radio traffic to submarines in the
operational area.

(e) By G.I.S. stations : None.

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: None.

(b) Operational measures
1

to intercept enemy traffic :

2 boats in Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
3 boats on the West Siberian Sea route,
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In short signal 1715/783 U 601 (Grau) reported
from landing place 1 that all three boats .had
provisions until 11 October and that they would
be in position line I at 2300 and in position
line IV at 1700 on 29 September.

'(c) Special operations by single boats:

U 387 (Buchler) engaged on operation ^SchatzgrMber"

.

Meteorological ship No. -3, the "K.J". Busch ;
'

,

has arrived in Narvik for operation "Kreuzritter"

.

It will, be escorted from Hammerfest by U 355
(La Baume )

.

(d) Miscellaneous

:

'

Sailing Orders for U 355 (La Baume) , (see Appendix
11/ 3).

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI

.

U-boat reports:

(a) - Short report from U 360 (Becker) , first operation
from 17 August to 24 September, 1943 (see
Appendix. III/7)

.

(b) Plans:

( 1 •) Ice reconnaissance north of Novaye Zemlya:
According to orders from Group North/Fleet
the 3 U-boats in the Kara Sea are to carry
out a search from landing place 1 to Dikson,
and from there to the Nordenshelda Island
via four position lines. Meanwhile the ice
reconnaissance- north of Novaya Zemlya will
be taken over by the German Air Force. A
request was made for three reconnaissance
flights by a FW 200 on 29 September, 1
October and 3 October. But on account of

• fuel shortage and in agreement with Captain
U-boats, one of the flights has been cancelled,
and two flights have been arranged for
29 September and 2 October.

On 28 September Luftflotte 5 transferred one
FW 200 to Nauszi. However Prtsamo is intended
to be the jumping off point. Both flights
will be accompanied by Regierungsrat Muller
from the meteorological station at Kirkenes,
who will act as ice meteorologist

.
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(2) Supplying operation "Bassgeiger"

J

The flight arranged for 27 September,
to supply the meteorological ship ;, Coburg"
which is stuck fast in the ice, was
cancelled because of the weather
conditions. On 28 September, 1 F»7 200
is to take off with about 500 demolition
charges for "Bassgeiger". Professor
Schulz, senior technical advisor, will
take part in the flight as ice meteorologist.

VTI . Survey of the situati on

:

(1) Owing to the many delays in connection with the
start of the third meteorological operation
"Kreuzritter" , U 355 is being hold up in port for
about 10 days.

(2) Since the ice reconnaissance north of Novaya
Zemlya has been taken over by the German
Air Force, U 703 (Brunner) will be able to
remain on the West Siberian Sea route for
a number of days.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

2.8 September, 1943.

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position:

• (a) Positions at 0800:

In the operational area :

Northern Waters:

U 713 AB 3523 ) depth" of sweep
U 307 AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
U 277 IG 7590.

'

U 956 IG 78.
U 601

)
proceeding from position line I,

U 703 ) AT 3655 to AT 3633, to position line II,

U 960 ) AS 1975 to AS 1928.
U 387 Franz Joseph Land.

Atlantic

:

u 309.
U 419.
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In port

:

U 355, 360, 737 Hammerfest,
U 255, 354 Narvik,
U 302, 625 Trondheim,U 212, 269, 426, 470, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound:

U 711 proceeding from AF 88 to Narvik.

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - Ice Fjord - Kongfjord - Sveagruva -

Hope Island - Banak. Photographic reconnaissance of
Sveagruva not possible on account of weather conditions.
Two men were observed in the vicinity of hut 2 on the
east side of Hope Island.

A single photographic reconnaissance of Murmansk
and Kandalaksha area carried out by 2 Ju 88 and
1+ BF 109 produced pictures of Polyarno, G-ryasnaya Bay
and Ura Bay.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten:

No operations.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West):

1 <Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Trondheim - on
course 310° as far as 10° W. - Banak. Nothing to report.

1 lu 88 on meteorological reconnaissance of Faeroes area,

1 FW 200 on special operation for T'Bassgeiger" . The
aircraft found the meteorological ship stuck fast in
the ice in position AA 2323. 10 containers with
demolition charges were dropped, two of them were
slashed.

III. Reports on the enemy:

( a

)

By U-boats

:

None

.

(b) By air reconnaissance: None.

( c

)

By naval forces: None

.
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(d) By radio intercept service;

(1) The signal station at Vikhodnoi (AT 5419),
Cape Cherni CAT 7378)., Loginova Shoal
(AT 8427), Cape Greben (AT 8819) and one
further place in North Novaya Zemlya were

. ordered to increase their vigilance as
regards activities at sea. Some unit or
radio' station (GCO) was located by direction
finder several tines on 335° at 1900 on
27 September, five signal stations on
the west coast of Novaya Zemlya were

' ordered to increase vigilance as regards
activities stjseu, at 0137 on 28 September,
It is possible there was some connection.

(2) Norwegian polar coast: very little radio
traffic to submarines in the operational
area

.

(3) Belushya/Kara Sea area: guardships Nos.
28, 73; mint sweepers Nos. 61 and 107.

(4) Archangel broadcast a message to
submarines in the operational area
(presumably northern Barents Sea or
Kara Sea)

.

(5) The British radio station at Green
Harbor on Spitsbergen is again transmitting
normal routines to Murmansk.

(e) By G.I. 3. stations : None.

IV. Current U-boat operati ons:
-

.(a) Convoy operations: None,

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic :

2 boats in Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
3 boats on the './est Siberian Sea route.

2309 Dispatch of radio nessagq 2309/710 addressed
to group T,Wikinr ' •.

"After reaching. position line IV, occupy
following at as with depth of sweep
30 mile.-

:

"Grau" 5869, "Heinrich" 5837, "Brunner" 5857,
all XA. Report ice hind- .

"

( c ) Special operations by single boats:

U 387 (Buchlcr) engaged on meteorological
operation ''ochatzgraber"

.
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'

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI. . Flans:

(1) Receipt of teleprinter message from Naval v 'ar

Staff, 2nd Division, C-in-C U-boats, Operations,
Most Secret 6213 A 2, of 28 September:

•'(1) The C-in-C of the Navy has ordered nine
of the twenty-one boats operating in Northern
Waters to be withdrawn for operations in the

|

Atlantic. In future twelve boats will remain
under the command of Captain U-boats, Norway

J

(2) Captain U-boats is to suggest at once nine
boats which can be transferred, and six
others from which a choice can be made*

(3) Following to be reported for all boats at
present under the command. of Ca-otain U-boats
Norway.

(a) Date of operational; readiness, if boat
is at present in dock.

(b) Regarding all other boats, the extent
of repairs considered necessary before

v the next operation, and the repair bases
suggested for this purpose,"

Thereupon teleprinter message Most Secret 3220 was
dispatched:

"In reply' to your Most Secret 6213 A 2 of 28 Se;otemt
the following are proposed:

---. (1) The nine boats: U 269, 277, 307, 355, 387,
629, 713, 956 and 960.

(2) For selection: U 302, 354, 360, 703, 711 and
737.

(3) Dates of operational readiness will follow
separately.''

.

(-2-) The. Liaison Officer of Luftflotte 5 inquired in
a teleprinter, message on 27 September whether it
would be possible for a UTboat to transport a
German Air Force meteorological station with crew
to Hope Island in the second half of October.
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VII . Survey of the situation:

(1) All the boats suggested for handing over do
not belong to the 13th U-boat Flotilla.

(2) For selection, boats of the 13th U-b^at Flotilla
were 'Suggested which do not possess rainelaying
equipment so that as many as possible of the
minelaying operations planned can still be
carried out.

(3) Dispatch of teleprinter message Most Secret
3224 -Al

:

"The withdrawal of U-boats from Northern Waters
announced in Most Secret 6213 A 2 of 28 September
from Naval War Staff 2nd Division, C-in-C
U-boats, Operations, will make it necessary
to cut down on operations planned. Request
instructions as to whether patrol of Ice Fjord
is to be

#
discontinued, or limited to one U-boat.

It is doubtful whether the third part of the
minelaying operations can be carried out in
its entirety, and if so only if it is spread
over a very long period of time. Request
decision as to whether in view of the changed
situation, it is possible to reduce the
minelaying operations. Every effort will be
made to maintain a patrol of three boats in the
Bear Island passage (if necessary one of these
off Ice Fjord). Ability to do this will
depend largely on the time needed, for repairs
in dock - at present not determinable. It
will be possible to execute meteorological
tasks only as a subsidiary task of boats bound
for the Bear Island passage.

(Signed) pp. Zickermann.
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29 September, 1943.

I

.

U-boat positions and alterations of position;

(a) Fositions at 0800:

In the operational area:

Northern Waters;

U 713 AB 3523 ) depth of sweep
U 307 AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
U 277 AG 7590.
U 956 AG 78.
•U 601) proceeding from position line II,
U 703) AS 1975 to AS 1928, via position line II"
U 960) AS 2755 to AS 2711, to position line IV,

XA 7376 to XA 7262.
U 387 Franz Joseph Land.

Atlantic

;

U 309.
U U9.
U 470.

In port

:

U 355, 360, 737 Hammerfest,
U 255, 354 Narvik*
U 302, 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 L-orient.

(b) U-boats homeward and outward bound;

U 711 proceeding from IF 88 to Narvik.

II. Air reconnaissance;

Flieger Fuehrer North (East);

2 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Bear Island - South Cape - Ice Fjord - 9° E. - Banak.
Not exhaustive.

One FW 200 on meteorological and ice reconnaissance
between 60° and 70^ E.

During the morning 2 Ju 88 carried out shipping
reconnaissance and reconnaissance of mine sweeping
activity along the Zola coast - Kolguev - Kara Straits*
Yugorski Straits. The route was covered exhaustively
with the help of radar over a 30 mile wide strip.
No minesweeping activity was observed.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten; No sea reconnaissance.

Flieger Fuehrer North (V.
rest ) ;

No reconnaissance in the operational area.
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III. Reports on the enemy:

(a) By U-b-ats

:

None.

(b

)

By air reconnaissance :

In AT 8825 the following were sighted lying
stopped:

-

1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons, 2 merchant ships
of 1-2,000 tons, and 2 escort vessels. In
AT 7925 one merchant ship of 1,500 tons had
apparently run ground. 4 FW 190 on armed
shipping reconnaissance sighted 2 coastal
freighters (about 300 tons) and 2 S-boats in
Motka Bay.

( c

)

By naval forces: None

.

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) On the morning of 28 September 1 mine-
sweeper off Yugorski Straits.

(2) Norwegian polar coast:- very little radio
traffic to submarines in the operational
area.

(3) Dikson area: minesweepers Efos, 55, 59 p; n.d

61. '

Message from Harbor Defense Commandant
Khabarova (AT 8827) at 1540 on 28 September
to Belushya and Archangel. Sailing of
convoy ;, AB - (6?)" has been postponed until
the weather improves.

(4) Belushya/Kara Sea area: gunrdships Nos.
28 and 73.

(5) Archangel broadcast one" radio message
to submarines in the operational area
(presumably northern • nts Sea or Kara
Sea) .

(6) On 27 September a British unit or radio
station was located by direction-finder
in 335° from Kirkencs while sending four
Immediate 5-figure cipher message
(of nine groups coch) between 1856 and
1940; they were repeated by Cleeth rpes
on 36/19 meter wav< . It is possible
this was a call to the midget submarines
which were destroyed, from British submarines
or some other unit, lying in waiting
position off the coast.

( e ) By G.I.S. stations: None

.
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IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) " :r.voy operctions: None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept- enemy traffic:

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
3 boats on the West Siberian Sea route.

In radio message -1119/716 group ""'"iking" was
informed of the results of the ice reconnaissance
north of Novaya Zemlya carried cut by a "Condor"
aircraft

.

In radii: message 2252/723 the order to switch over
to group frequency "U I" should radio communication
with control break down, was repeated.

( c ) Special operations of single beats:

U 387 (Buchler) on meteorological operation
"Schatzgraber"

.

V. Reports of successes: None

.

VI. Plans:

In reply to yesterday T s message Most Secret 3224 Al,
the following teleprinter message was received 'from*
Admiral Northern 'Voters, Most Secret 3146 Al:

"Decision with regard to operational tasks for U-boats
in Northern Waters will be given as soon as certain
boats have been definitely named for transfer, making it
possible to review the state of readiness of the
bo.its remaining."

VTI. Survey of the- situation:

If all the U-boats of the 13th U-: Flotilla are
allowed to remain in Northern 'Voters, the state
readiness of Northern Waters boots will be comparatively
favorable i

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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30 September. 1943.

I • U-boat positions ":nd alterations r? position:

(a) Positions at 0800:

In the operation : -

Northern Waters:

U 713 AB 3523 ) depth of sweep
U 307 AB 3568 ) 30 miles.
U 277 AG. 7590.
U 956 AG 78.
U 601 XA 5869 )

U 960 XA 5837 ) depth of sweep
U 703 XA 5857 ) 20 miles,
U 387 Franz Joseph Land.

At 1 antic

:

U 309.
U 419
U 470.

In port

:

U 355, 360, 737 Hammerfest,
U 255, 354 Narvik,
U' 302, 625 Trondhein,
U 212, 269, 426, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient,

( b

)

U-boats hencward and outward bound:

1700 U 711 put into Narvik.

II. - Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (Last) and Fliegir Fuehr •

Lofoten:

No sea reconnaissance on account of weather conditions.

Flieger Fuehrer N rth (

'

)

:

One meteorological reconnaissance of Fa Islands
area. No enemy sightings.

The flight Benak - Spitsbergen did not take place
on account of weather conditions.
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III. Reports on the energy.

(a) By. U-boats : Tone.

(b) By air reconnaissance: None.

( c ) By naval forces: None

.

(d) By radio intercept service:

(1) Norwegian polar coast: ^derate radio
traffic to submarines in £he operational
area. "K 1", "S 107" and 'Schtsch 2,02"

mentioned by name.

(2) Belushya/Kara Sea are Senior Officer
Destroyer "Flotilla on flotilla leader

eku", destr ', "Uritski", "G",
[" and "7", guardships Nos. '.28, 30 ;

minesweepers Nos. 57, 59, 107, 108 and
110, 1 ice-breaker (0U8).

(3) At 0330 on 30 September, guardships Nos.
57 and 73 and the freighter "Yenisei"
(2,139 G.R.T.) put out frcn Belushya

.

At 1012 on 30 September convoy v.
r s off

Cape Cherni (AT. 7378) on southerly course -

king fcr Archangel. Guard ship No. 73
had mail from Belushya on board.

(e) By G'.I.S. stations: None.
- '' '

' •

IV. Current U-boat operations:

(a) Convoy operations: one.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic:

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
-2 -boats off Ice Fjord,
3 boats "est Siberian Sea route.

In radio r.ossage 1937/731 group "VJiking" was given
details of Russian naval forces in the Kara Sea.
according to the report from the "Condor" there
is no change in weather conditions north of

vaya Zemly* .
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(c) Special operations by singl- b ats:

U 387 (BUchler) engaged on iit.tt.oro logical
operation "Schatzgrflber"

.

Meteorological ship 3 is on its way to
Hammerf est, and the start of the
meteorological operation "Kreuzritter" with
U 355 '(La Baurie), is therefore planned for
2 October.

"V. Reports of successes : None.

•VI. Flans:

Receipt of teleprinter message fron Liaison
Officer Luftflotte 5:

"It was the intention of Luftflotte 5 to place
a -meteorological station with personnel on
Hope Island by m< of a special aircraft.
For various reasons this is not now possible.

Luftflotte 5j therefore intends, after having
secured the approval of the A.O.C-in-C Luftflotte,
to ask the Navy if they can place a U-boat at its
disposal. Details: 3 men (1 meteorologist, 1
medical officer, 1 radio operator) . About 5-6
tons of gear packed in crates weighing up to
50 kilograms.

Operation uiust take place between 11 and 25
October with Billef Jord'as jumping-off- place.

-

If possible landing to be made in the Hanbukden
area on Hope Island by means of a rubber dinghy.
This preliminary request is being made to save
time, because of the short notice given.
Luftflotte 5 will present an official request as
soon as the A.O.C-in-C Luftflotte has made his
decision. Captain MBssel, Liaison Officer at
C-in-C of the Air Force's headquarters, has
been informed.

VII. Survey of the situation:

Receipt of teleprinter message from Group North/
Fleet:

"Group ITcrth/Flett assumes that the proposed
withdrawal of U-boats tikes into account the
present unfavorable state of readiness of the
Northern Waters U-boat:-, • nd is" only intended
when execution o st important tasks in
Northern Waters has been assured. For this at
least six boats are necessary - thrv :'f Bear
Island, one off Ice F nd two for neteorologic 1

and minelaying tasks. thu:
,

r serves
for attacks on c s r. Tensive operations in
the Barents So will have to be sacrificed.
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The suggestions for transfers made by Captain U-boats,
Norway in Most Secret 3220, include, among others,
seven boats at present engaged on operations, that is,
two off Bear Island, two off Ice Fjord, two on
meteorological operations and one on offensive
operations in the Kara Sea. It will only be possible
to replace these boats gradually one at a time with
boats becoming operational between 3 and 31 October."

Dispatch of teleprinter message from Captain
U-boats, Norway:

"The transfer proposals were made with a view to
retaining all boats belonging to the 13th U-boat
Flotilla in .Northern Waters. The other six
proposed for selection are boats which though
belonging to the 13th U-boat Flotilla have no
minelaying equipment, so that all of the minelaying
boats of the 13th U-boat Flotilla will remain in
Northern ,/aters

.

M

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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APPENDIX II

Sailing orders

.i

No.l. Sailing order for U 387 (Buchler).

No. 2. Sailing order for U 956 (Mohs).

No. 3. Sailing order for U 335 (La Baume )

.

APPENDIX Il/l .

COPY

Captain U-boats, Norway. On board, 16 September, 4 .

Sailing order for U 587 (5uchler)»

1., Put out from Narvik at noon on 18 September.

2, Proceed through Tjeldsund to Karstad. After
taking on supplies, continue through Finnsnesrennen
to Tromso, from -Lodingen with district pilot.

3. Continue passage at 0500 on 19 September with the
meteorological ship "KehcLIngen' 1 with escort as far
as point SR 1. U 387 will be in command. From
SRI proceed to 79° N, 37° I . Then according to
Operational Order "Schatzgr&ber " (appended ').

4. Execution of escort task in accordance with
standing War Orders, C-in-C U-boats, 176. (The
"Kehdingen" has a copy).

5. Our own forces:

a) Group "Eisenbart" : U 713 (Gosejakob) in AB 3523,
U 307 (Herrlc) in AB 3568.

b) Group "Spitsbergen": 277 (Liibsen) ) off West
U 737 (Brasack) ) coast of
U 360 (Becker) ) Spitsbergen.

c) U 703 (Brunner) on ice reconnaissance north of
Novaya Zemlya,
U 711 (Lange) Kara Sea,
U 354 (Herbschlcb) ) both on return passage around
U 302 (Sickcl) ) northern Novaya Zemlya.

6. U-boat Northern Waters Wave (sec attached communication
order "

)

.

'
:;' Note: Not included in bh. p Diary.
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APPENDIX I 1/2 .

Captain U-boats, Norway. On board, 22 September, 1943.

Sailing orders for U 956 (Mohs) .

1« Put out from Narvik on afternoon of 23 September.

2. Proceed via Tjeldsund - Andfjord, with district
pilot from LBdingen to Harstad.

3. Make for attack area AG 78 north of 77° 45' N,
proceeding via AB 3480.

4. Task: patrol of the approaches to Ice Fjord
together with U 277 (Lubsen), forming group
"Spitsbergen". As a result of our recent
destruction of the enemy's bases (Barentsberg)

,

re-occupation and supplies from Britain are to
be expected*

5. British submarine of the "T&ku" class was
sighted by U 277 in the period 12 to 14 September,
between AG 7588 and 7573.

.»

6. Our own forces:

U 277 (Lubsen) AG 75 south of 78° 15' N.

Group f!Eisenbart i!

: U 713 (Gosejakob) AB 3523) depth
U 307 (Kerrle) AB 3568 ) of sweep

30 miles

U 703 (Brunner) on ice reconnaissance north of
Novaya Zemlya

.

TJ 387 (Buchler) on special operation "Schatzgraber",
U 601 (Grau) operation "Seeraovc",

' U 960 (Heinreich) operation "Seeschlango' 1

.

On return passage: U 360 (Becker) via AB 3480
to Hammerfost

•

U 711 (Lange)'via A"F 88 to
Andf jord.

A daily meteorological reconnaissance will be
carried out by one Ju 88 at about 1000 in the
Ice Fjord area. Any further air reconnaissance in
the operational area, will be announced by radio messaj
giving details of the reconnaissance wave to be used.

7. U-boat Northern Waters wave. Reports concerning
carrier-borne aircraft and enemy submarines are also
of tactical importance.

8. Comply with Operational Order No.l for U-boats in
Northern Waters .

(Signed)

.
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APPENDIX I 1/3.

COPY

Captain U-boats, Norway.

jailing order for U 555 ( Ls Baun, _

1. Put out from Hammerfest with meteorological
ship "o 11 (the "K.J. Busch" ) after taking on
meteorological gear. Proceed in convoy as far
as SR

2.

3.

4.

Execution of meteorological operation "Kreuzritter"
and escort duty in accordance with Standing War Order
176. The "K,J. Busch" has a copy.

Proceed via 76° 35' N, 6° E, and 79° 45' N, 2° 10' E,
after that as far as possible out of sight of the
coast* Further in accordance with Operational
Order "Kreuzritter " (appended ;:").

Our own forces :

a

)

U-boat

Group "Spitsbergen" in A"G 75 - 78: U 277 (Lubsen),
U 956 (Mohs).

Group "Eisenbart" in the Bear Island
passage: U 713 (Gossjakob),

U 307 (Kerrle).
Group "Wiking" in the Kara Sea: U 601 (Grau),

U 960 (Heinrich),
U 703 (Brtinncr).

Special operation "Schatzgra'ber" : U 387 (Biichler).

b) German Air Force:

Patrol of your route will bo carried out daily
by a BV 158 equipped with radar. Each day
the aircraft will approach the position of
[reuzritter" , confirm position by means of

of
it

visual signals and chen fly nor> rds ahead
the route of advanc . On the return flight
will patrol a 60 kilometer wide strip west of
the route. The reconnaissance east of the
route will be carried out in conjunction with
the dally meteorological reconnaissance over
Ice Fjord (1 Ju 88). Frequencies, call-signs
and estimated time at which the aircraft will
fly over boat will bo communic I in good
time b; idio message. The daily meteorological

re raft will fly on its ruturn from Ice Fjord
to 5° ], 76 ( - nak; it will cross the route
of operation /'Kr, p" at approxir ly

noon.

'""Note : Not inducted in Dia i
.
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5. The boat is not to operate directly on receipt of
an enemy report, but to wait for orders to attack.
(Operational Order No.l).

6. U-boat Northern Waters Wave. See also Communication
Regulations for "Krcuzrittcr " in appendix '',

(Signed) p.p. Eckcrm

*Note : Not in this War Diary.
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IX I I 1/2

Teleprinter message,

1. Emergency Naval War Staff, 1st Div.
2. Emergency Naval War Staff, 2nd Div., C-in-C U-boats, Ops
3. Emergency Admiral Commanding U-boats,
4. Emergency Group North/Fleet.
5. Emergency for information, 13th U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern V/aters (copy).

Yellow - Most Secret .

Short report from U 255 (Harms), seventh
operation from 20 July to 17 September, 194^

20 July Put out from Tromso. Proceeded via AC 61
and AT 23, made ice reconnaissance north
of Novaya Zemlya, then via A"F 85, 86 to AT 32.
Made search for landing place on northeast
coast of Novaya Zemlya.

27 July At 1800 sank the Russian survey ship
:iAkademic Schokalski" (about 300 tons) by
gunfire in AT 3513.

2 August At 1700 in AT 3277 a HCatalina u flying boat
passed over the anchorage at a r-ngc of 2,000
meters, but made no attack.

4 August Lay camouflaged in Spori Navolok bay as
main fuelling boat, Seven flights were
made by three BV 138 against the West Siberian
Sea route. Ice reports. No enemy sighting.

24 August Proceeded via AT 3230 and 7TF 89 to AT 3147.
24 August At 2045 sighted what was apparc ntly a

Russian submarine in AF 8889.
25 August Took on provisions from "Hildcbrandt"

.

28 August. Returned to A_T 3277.
11 Sept. Proceeded to AF 7566 via 3F 89, and took in tow

the__BV which had made a forced landing

•

13 Sept. In A"f 7249 we sank the BV, which could no
longer be towed.
Return passage via EF 76, AC 32 and AC 46.

17 Sept. Put in to Hammerfest

•

19 Sept. Entered Narvik.

Captain U-boats, Norway, Most Secret 3123 A Ops .
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APPEriDIX III

Most Secret

Short Reports

No.l. Short report fron U 629 (Bugs) seventh operation
(Seeadler 1)

.

No. 2. Short report fron U 255 (Hams) seventh operation.
No. 3. Short report fron U 355 (La Baune) special

operation.
No. 4. Short report fron U 737 (Brasack) first operation.
No. 5. Short report fron U 302 (Sickel) fifth operation.
No. 6. Short report fron U 3 54 (Herbschleb) fifth

operation.
No. 7. Short report fron U 360 (Becker) first operation.

APPENDIX III/1

Teleprinter message.

COPY

1. Emergency Naval War Staff, 1st Div.
2. Emergency Naval War Staff, 2nd Div., C-in-C U-boats,

Operations.
3. Emergency Group North/Fleet.
4. Emergency Admiral Commanding U-boats.
5. Emergency for information, 11th U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as multiple address message

Yellow - Most Secret

Short report from U 629 (Bugs), seventh operation
(Seeadler 1), from 26 August to 16 September, 1943 .

26 August Put out from Hammerfest.
Proceeded via AC 4856, aF 8863, AT 3619
to AT 83

.

1-5 Sept. Took up waiting position there on account
of the enemy situation.

5 Sept. Carried out minelaying operation while
submerged in aT 8832 (Anderna roads) with
TMC nines.

10 Sept. Refuelled "BrUnner" in aT 3278
(landing place 1)

.

12 Sept. Return passage via AT 3348 and aF 8863.
Searched between iiF 7956 and 8794 for the
BV 138. Then to aT 1182 and AC 7117.

16 Sept. Put in to Harstad,
17 Sept. Entered Narvik. Continued passage I

Bergen. No enemy sighting. No location.
Drifting mines sighted in aC 4687, AT 3 514
(Russian - new, spherical, small, with horns),
and aC 7151.

Captiin U-bonts Norway. Most Secret 3087 .
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. .
•; "

: ii 1/3

COPY

Teleprinter message:

1, Emergency Naval War Staff, 1st Div.
2. Emergency Naval War Staff, 2nd Div., C-in-C U-boats, Ops
3, Emergency Group North/Fleet.
4. Emergency Admiral Commanding U-boats.
5, Emergency for information 11th U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as multiple address message

Yellow - Most Secret .

Short report from U 355 (La Saumc), special
operation .

6 September
7 September

9 September

Put out from Hammerfest.
Landed the meteorological transmitter

ietrich" in the northern harbor of
Bear Island.
Put in to Hammerfest.
No enemy sighting.

Captain U-boats, Norway, Most Secret 5120 A Ops
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: ::;;

Teleprinte: ssage: %

1. ^ency Naval War Staff, 1st Div.
2. Emergency Naval War Staff, 2nd Div., C-in*-C U-boats, Ops
3. Emergency Group Leet.
4. Emergency Admiral . mdin -boats .

5. -gency for 15th U*-boat Flotilla,
6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as .:.'_- !: ailzlress : 3-ge .

How - "ost Secret.

Short report from U 757 (Brasack), first
operati* - v. -

.-.•.•. '

v. z t t : -"
- ^ : -;.

~ ...':-: r . 1 :
.
- ; .

£ August
9
1C August
10 August
12 August

August
15 August
16 August

3 September
5 member

9 -

12 September
13 September
14 -

17 September
18 September
20 September

Put out from Ham:

Landing party worked on the meteorological
--nsmitter "Robert" on Bear Island.

Broke off operation on account of weather.
Return pass
Put in to Hammerfest at 072c

.

Put out of Ha fest at 1400.
lieved U 277 (Lilbsen) in attack area

AB 3852, depth of sweep 30 miles.
Moved to AB 2936.
Proceeded to rendezvous with meteorological
operation "Be iger .

ndezvous position AA 3325 to 3CH 9775,
without sighting meteorological ship.
Pr: ied to Ice Fjord.
In position off Ice 7jord. ".".: i.:

of interest to report.
At 0000, commenced return passag .

At 1015, put in to Hammerfest.
No experiences of special interest

«

Captain U-boats, Norway, ::cst Secret :I-9 A Ops
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APPENDp: III/

5

COPY

Teleprinter message:

1. Emergency Naval War Staff, 1st Div

.

2.. Emergency Naval War Staff, 2nd Div., C-in-C
U-boats, Ops.

3. Emergency Group North/Fleet,
4. Emergency Admiral Commanding U-boats.
5. Emergency for information 13th U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as multiple address message

Yellow - Host Secret

Short report from U 302 (Sickel), fifth operation,
from 31 July to 22 September, 1943 -

31 July
22 September
6-20 Aug.
17 August
19 August
21 - 24 Aug.

28 August

Put out from Narvik.
Put in to Narvik.
In operational area XA 74 and 75.
Alarm on account of two Russian bi-planes
Alarm on account of two
Off Wilkitzki Straits.
XA 74 and 75 on account
At 0015 enemy sighting:
of 3,000 tons, "Dikson"
escort vessels ahead and

3-15 Sept.
15 September

16 September

Russian "KBR 2"

Returned to
of ice.
One steamer
class, with two
one astern.

At 1116 in XA 7542 fired a fan of four
torpedoes at the steamer at a range of
3,000 meters, angle on the bow 100° and
speed 6 knots. A loud explosion was
heard after two minutes 56 seconds.
Nothing was observed because the boat
dipped*. 22 depth charges were dropped
at a depth of A minus 30. No damage
sustained. We were located by hydro-
phones by the 3 escort vessels until
1400, and every half hour on the search
gear: a whining, whimpering noise.
Pursuit abandoned because of fog.
Off Wilkitzki Straits.
At 1157 alarm on account of Russian
aircraft "Consolidated 28".
Return passa^ .

Drifting mines in

AB
AC

AC

AT

9647 - 9641 - 9618 - 9366.
7141 - 4788 - 4795 - 4872 - 4858 -

4918 - 4919 two mines.
4926 - 6169 - 6237 two mines -

6316 two mines - 6321 two mines.
1777 - 1919, observed to be round, with
four lateral horns, metal circlet on top,
overgrown

.

Captain U-boats. Norway, Most Secret 3160, A Ops ,
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APPENDIX II 1/6

COPY

Teleprinter message:

1. Emergency Naval War Staff, 1st Di -
:.

2. Emirgericy Naval War Staff, 2nd Div. C-in-C U-boats, Ops
3. Emergency Group North/Fleet.
4. Emergency Admiral - Commanding U-boats.
5. Emergency for information 13th U-boat Flotilla..
6'. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Yellow - Most Secret.

Short report from U 554 (Kerbschleb ) , fifth
operation, from 4 August to 22 September 1 943.

4 gust
22 September

12 -

29 August
21 August

27 August

28 August -

7 September
2 September

8* September
15 September

Put out from Narvik.
Put in to Narvik*
Proceeded via TtF 83.

Attack area AS 42 and 43.
Sighted small convoy on northeasterly
eourse in AS 4545

.

Sighted 6 vessels on northeasterly course
In AS 4351. Sank one 4000 ton and one
5000 ton- vessel. . Rest of convoy was lost
In fog.
XA 74 and 75.

Hunted in. XA 7292, easterly course, speed
14 knots.
In XA 58.
Return passage via ftF 88.

Aircraft

24 August
26 August

•Two 2
1 '

.

''Consolidated 28' 1 en route to Dikson.

Drifting mines :

6 August In AB 6932, four lateral horns, half
circlet of metal on top, elliptical shape,
heavily overgrown; sank by gunfire.

17 September In TlF 9743, as above, well preserved.

Location:

12 August At 1200 in AS 2772, one hour after
transmission of short weather report,
174 centimeters, continuous pitch 500 cycl
More than 50% fog over the West Siberian Sea

Captain U-boats, Norway, Most Secret 51o8 A Ops
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APPENDIX I I1/7

COPY

Teleprinter message:

1. Emergency Naval War Staff, 1st Div.
2. Emergency Naval War Staff, 2nd Div., C-in-C U-boats, Ops,
3. Emergency Group North/Fleet,
4. Emergency Admiral Commanding U-boats.
5. Emergency for information 13th U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as multiple address message

Yellow - Most Secret

Short report from U 360 (Becker) , first
operation, from 17 August to 24 September, 1943

17 August
24 August
19 August
19 August -

3 September
3 September
12 September
14 September

18 September
22 September

Put out from Hanmerfest.
Put in to Hammerfest.
Relieved U 387 (Bilchler) in AB 3584.
Stood on and off in attack nreci as ordered

Moved attack area 70 miles, on course 280°
IV'oved attack area to AB 3523.
Moved attack area in order to patrol
approaches to Ice Fjord.
Attack area AG 78, north of 77° 45'
Commenced return passage to Hammerfest.
No special incidents or experiences.

Captain U-boats, Norway, Most Secret 5206 A Ops .
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1 October, 1

I

.

U-boat positions and alterations of position :

(a) Positions at 0000 :

In the operational area :

Northern Waters

:

U 713 AB 3523) , .. . - n .

,

U 307 AR "568) depth of sv/eep 30 miles,

U 277 AG 7590
U 956 KG 78 •

U 601 XA 586 9)
U 960 XA 5837) depth of sweep 20 miles.
U 703 XA'5857)

Atlantic*:

U 309, 419, 470.

In port :

U 355, 360, 737 Kammerfcst,
U 255, 354, 711 Narvik,

' U 302, 625 Trondheim,
U 212. 269, 426, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420'Loricnt.

( b

)

U-boat a homeward and outward bound :

U 387 proceeding from Franz Joseph Land
to Ilammorfest.

II. Air reconnaissance

:

" — ' I ^M — i .1 ———.—r .-

Flieger Fuehrer North (Ea3t) :

One Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance
and reconnaissance of Hope Island, route
Banak - Bear Island - South Cape - Ice Fjord -

Hope Island - Banak.
At Longyearby two thin columns of smoke rising
from coal heaps, one fishing smack-. off Longycar ;

.

proceeding in the direction of the harbor.
Two men and a medium-sized hut on Hope Island,

Flieger Fuehrer Lofo ten :

No sea reconnaissance

.

Flicker Fuehrer North (West) :

One Ju 88 meteorological roconnaissanco from
Trondheim on course 310° 3 far as 10° IA

-

Banak. Nothing to r t.

One Ju 88 of the meteorological reconnaissance
'Staffel' on meteorological roconnaissanco of
Faeroes area.
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III. Reports on the enemy :

(a) By U-boats ; None.

(b

)

By air reconnaissance :

At 0850 in AE 9594 (Thorshavn) 10 small
merchant ships lying at anchor, also in
AE 9597 one merchant ship of 5,000 G.R.T.
and one destroyer, course 270°. At
0925 in AE 2145 a convoy consisting of
1 cruiser, 2 large merchant ships of over
5,000 G.R.T., two destroyers and 3 escort
vessels, course 300°.

(c) By naval forces : None,

( d

)

By radio intercept service :

1. At 1455 on 30 September 3 minesweepers
and 1 motor vessel passed east of Cape
Greben on a southwesterly course.

2. At 1058 on 30 September 1 minesweeper,
and at 1130 1 destroyer at Khabarova from
the direction of the Barents Sea,

3. Norwegian polar coast: little radio traffic
to submarines in the operational area.
"S 104 n mentioned.

4. Belushya/Kara Sea area: guardship No. 73,
minesweepers Nos . 32, 39, 104?, 107, 110,

5. Dikson area: minesweepers Nos. 30, 31,
37, 40, 42, 54, 55, 59 and 63.

6. \7hat is presumed to be a radio station
(callsign G-0,0) in the direction of
Spitsbergen was located by direction
finder from Kirkenes a number of times.
It has been working with Cleethorpcs
since 26 September.

(e) By G.I.S. stations: None.

IV . Current U-boat operations :

(a) Convoy operations : None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic :

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
3 boats on the West Siberian Sea route.

Groups "Spitsbergen" and "Eisenbart" were
informed in radio message 1057/741 that according
to radio traffic a supply convoy for Barentsberg
is possible.

-601-



CONFIDENTIAL

1935 ;ceipt of ?adio m. .;
-

. 175C./V from
U 601 (GrauTl

"Is completed, am being hunted."
As this message is unintelligible, at
has boon requested.

2135 Receipt of radio message 1745/748 from
U 960 (Heinrlch)

:

"F.A.T. warning.

(c ) Special operations by single boats *

U 387 (Buchler) on return passage from the
meteorological operation "Schatzgraber"
with the meteorological ship "Kehdingen".

V. Reports of successes: None.

VI. ( a ) U-boat reports :

Short report from U 711 (Lange), third
operation, from 22 July to September 1943
(sco Appendix Il/l).

(b ) Plans ;

"Receipt of teleprinter message from Luftflotte
Command 5:
Luftflotte 5 requests that a U-boat be placed
at their disposal on 15 October 1943 for the
shipment of fixed meteorological station
from Tromso to Hope Island. The personnel
will probably consist of 3 to 4 men.
Weight of gear 7-J to 8 tons, packed in
portable boxes of 80 - 90 kilograms. The
transmission of weather reports has been
ensured. Request that Captain U-boats,
Norv/ay negotiate directly with 'Luftgau'
Command Norv/ay I in connection with
preparations and execution of the operation."

VII. Survey of the situation ;

Group "Wiking" seems to have made contact with
the enemy. Only fragments have been picked
up here from the group wave.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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2 October, 194,

I, Li-bcat positions and alterations of position :

(.a) Positions at 0800 ;

In the operational area .
6

Northern Waters :

U 713 AB 3523) ,
'

" , rt ..

U 307 AE 3568) dePth G? sweep 30 miles.

U 277 fiG 7590.
U 956 AG 78.

Atlantic

:

U 309, 419, 470.

In port ;

U 355, 360, 737 Hamraerfest,
U 255, 554, 711 Narvik,
U 302, 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b ) U-boats homeward and outward bound :

U 601 proceeding from the operational area to
• Narvik

.

U 703 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik

.

U 960 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik.

U 387 proceeding from Pranz Joseph Land to
Hamraerfest

.

1600 U 711 put cut from Narvik for Trondheim.
1920 U 355 put out from Hamraerfest for operation

nKreuzritter !t
.

II, Air reconnaissance :

Flieger Fuehrer North (East) :

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance and
simultaneous patrol to the east of "Kreuzrittcr" '

s

route of advance. Route Banak - Bear Island -

Ice Fjord - Edge Island - Banak. Lap only partially
covered. Sea reconnaissance, nothing to report.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten :

No sea reconnaissance.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West) :

Meteorological reconnaissance, route Trondheim -

on course 310- as far as 10° W - Banak, and two
Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance over the
Faeroes, nothing to report.

III, Reports on the enemy :

(a) By U-boats : None.
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( b

)

By air reconnaissance :

Reconnaissance of Sv- iva : no
radio or signal station detected,
nor any ships at Sveagruva anchorage.
Landing is possible at Skan8rodde,
also advance northwards, no road seen.
Soil: rubble moraines and tundra.
Photographing not possible on account
of weather.

(c) By naval forces: i .
i »»—— —— - — —

( d

)

By radio intercept service :

1. At 0700 on 1 October minesweeper No. 59
came into sight northwest of Yugorski
Straits signal station, and at 0730

^appeared from sight to eastnortheast

,

cour. 30°« At 0715 two minesv/eepers
to the west of Yugorski Straits, course
southwest.

2. At 0P50 on 1 October one mincsv/eeper
and the freighter "Rosehal" (1,427 G.R.T.)
north of rial station 541 (presumably
west coast of Novaya Zcmlya), on southerly
course

.

3. OnlOctober the trawler "Kim" put out from
iryan War.

4. Norwegian polar coast! small amount of
radio traffic to submarines in the
operational area. "Kl" mentioned by
name

.

5. Dikson area: minesweepers Nos. 37, 40,
53, 54, 59 and 110.

6. Amdcrma area: mi. seper
" T

o. 32,
guardship No. 2b.

7. Belushya/Kara area: minesweepers
. 39, 42, 107, 108, minelayers Nos.

90 and 92, guardships Nos. 19 and 30,
guardboat No. 505.

8. Archangel broad r - radio messag.
to submarine:! in the operational area
(presumably in the northern us S<

or Kara Sea )

.

(e) By G.I ."
. .:tatior None.

Current U-boat operation-

(a) Convoy operations : n .
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( b

)

Operational measures to intercept enemy
traffic s

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
3 boats on the West Siberian Sea route.

0030 Receipt of radio message 2235/755 from
Group "Wiking"

:

"Request permission to return. The group
has sunk about 15', 000 G.R.T. Position
north of Sverdrup Islands. Maximum fuel
reserve 40 cbm. Heinrich has expended all
torpedoes .

"

Radio message 0107/754 was thereupon dispatched
to Group "Wikinc" :

"Return passage Andf jord - Narvik. "Brunner"
to fetch rest of the crew from Hope Island,"

In radio message 2040/759 IT 6 01 (Grau) was
requested to report in more detail when
occasion offered,

( c

)

Special operations by single boats :

U 355 (La Baume ) outward bound on meteorological
operation "Kreuzritter"

.

U 387 (Buchler) homeward bound after meteorological
operation "Schatzgraber"

.

( d

)

Mis cellaneous :

1 o Transfer order for U 711 (Langc

)

:

"1. Put out from Narvik at 1600 on 2 October.
2. Proceed through inner luads with convoy

from Bodo to Trbndheim.
3, Radio service "Anton" and Northern

Waters very long wave,"

2. Sailing order for U 757 (Brasack) :

"1. Put out from Hammerfest on 4 October.
2. Proceed via AB 3450 to relieve U 277

(Lubsen) at 1200 on 7 October in AG 75
off Ice Fjord.
Attack supplies bound for Barentsberg.

3. Group "Spitsbergen" : U 277 and U 956
(Mohs) AG 7 . Group "Eisenbart" : U 713
(Gosejakob) AB 3525, U 307 (Herrle)
AB 3568.
Group "Wiking" on return passage: U 601
(Grau) U 960 (Heinrich) to Narvik, U 703
(Brunner) via Hope Island.
''Kreuzritter": U 355 (La Baume.) North
Spitsbergeh.
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Ju 88 will carry out dai'
meteorological reconnaissance - r
Ice Fjord.

5. Operational Order No. 1, U-boat
Northern ^rs ."

V

.

ports of succ

Group "Wikj report pproxlmat 15,000
G.R.T. sua' . No details have yet b

received

•

VI. Survey of the situatic i:

1. Results of reconnaissance show that -ding
at Sveagruva for the purpose of raiding t:

radio station there, which is supposed to be
still manned, would not be worth v/hil- .

2. Judging by the position of group
when the sinking report was sent, they -

to have attacked an east-west convoy.

3. Aa we are now going to set up our own
meteorological station (manned) on Hope
Island, the remaining shipwrecked men ai

to be taken off from th'cr .

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

3 October, 1943

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position :

(a) Positions at 0800 :

In the o 1 ar-. a :

'

Nort

U30? aI fill)
dc Pth of ««»? *> " •

U 27? KG 7590.
U 956 ' 78.

Atlantic

:

U 30 J, 419, 470.

In *Jb

:

360, 73 17 rfest,
U 2!

,
Narvik,

U 302, 625 Trondheim,
212, 269, 426, 629, 636, 586 -en,

420 Loricnt.
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( b ) U-boats homeward and outward bound :

'U 601 proceeding from the operational area
to Narvik.

U 960 proceeding from the operational area
to Narvik. . .

U 703 proceeding from the operational area
to Narvik via Hope Island.

U 387 proceeding from Hammerfest to Narvik.
U 711 proceeding from Narvik to Trondheim.
U 355 proceeding from Hammerfest to the

operational area ( "Kreuzritter" )

.

II. Air reconnaissance :

Flieger Fuehrer North (East) ;

One Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance, route
Banak - Bear Island - AB 2334 - Ice Fjord - Edge
Island - Hope Island - Banak. Not -exhaustive.
Simultaneous patrol for "Kreuzritter" to the
eastward. No enemy sighting.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten ;

Escort was provided by two BV 138 to the west
of "Kreuzritter ;!

f s route of advance. Aircraft
equipped with radar, no locations or sighting
reports. Area covered to about 200 miles west
of the outward route.

Flieger Fuehrer North (West) :

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance of
Faeroes area.
1 He 111 on meteorological reconnaissance,
route Vacrnes - AA 9662 - Banak, Nothing of
Interest.

III. Reports on the enemy .
c

(a) By U-boats ; lone.

(b) By air reconnaissance ; one.

(c) By naval forces : None.

(d) By radio intercept service ;

1. On 28 September minesweeper No. 59 and the
freighter "Unsha" (1,432 G.R.T.) went from
Naryan Mar to Khabarova. The "Unsha" was
still at Khabarova on the morning of 2
October.

2. The following stations will commence radio
beacon activity in the near future :

-

Signal stations Kostin Straits, Cape Cherni
(AT 7378), Belushya (AT 7234), Stolbovoi
(AT 4613), Kara Straits Loginova Shoal
(AT 8427), Cape Greben (AT 8819), Yugorski
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Straits (AT 8823), Vikhodnoi (AT 5419),
and one other, No. 341.

3. Norwegian polar coast- moderate radio
traffic (but many repetitions to
submarines in the operational area;
"Schtsch 402" mentioned).

4. Belushya/Kara Sea area: minelayer
No. 90, minesweepers Nos. 31, 32, 37,
39, 42, 54, 59, 63, 107, 108 and 110.
Little radio traffic to submarines in
the operational area (presumably
northern Barents Sea). Submarine
"Kl" is presumably in the northern
Barents Soi . Guardboats Nos. 610,
618, 621 and 624.

( e ) By G.I.S. stations : None .

TV . -Current U-boat operations :

( a

)

Convoy operations : None

.

( b

)

Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic :

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
3 boats in the Kara Sea

.

Groups "Eisenbart" and "Spitsbergen" were
informed in radio message 1008/767 of the
approach of the meteorological operation
"Kreuzritter" with U 355, and attendant
air patrol.

( c ) Special operations by single boats :

U 355 (La Baume ) on meteorological operation
"Kreuzritter".

U 387 (Buchlcr) returning from meteorological
operation "Schatzgriibcr"

.

U 703 (Brunncr) engaged in rescue of ship-
wrecked men on Hope Island.

V

.

Reports of succcssc None

.

VI. Plans :

Receipt of teleprinter message from Group North/Fleet :

"The Naval High Command, Chief of N Meteorologic
Service, has agreed to the setting up of a
meteorological station for th in Air Force on
Hope Island. Our ov;n station will bo cancelled.
You are instructed to communi with Luftlotto 5
on this natter, t ke the necessary preparations
for the operation, and to arrange for the transport
and erection of the station*"

-
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VII. Survey of the situation :

3 comments.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

4 October, 1943

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position :

(a) Positions at 0800 :

'In the operational area:
- i i ii

Northern Waters

:

JJ
£13 ^B 3523) depth of gv, so miles.

u 307 AB oobo)
U 277 KG 7590.
U 956 SG 78.

Atlantic

:

U 309, 419, 470.

In port :

U 360, 737 Hammerfest,
U 255, 354 Narvik,
U 302, 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Lorient.

(b

)

U-boats homeward and outward bound :

U 601 proceeding from the operational area to
Hammerfest.

U 960 proceeding from the operational area to
Hammerfest

.

U 703 proceeding from the operational area to
Narvik via Hopu Island.

U 355 proceeding from Hammerfest to the operational
area (

,:Kreuzritter M
) .

U 711 proceeding through inner leads from -Narvik
to trondheim.

1300 U 387 put in to Narvik from operation "Schatzgraber".
2130 U 387 put out from Narvik for AF 3750.
1900 U 737 put out from Hammerfest for KG 7590.

II. Air reconnaissance c

c

Fliogor Fuehrer North (East) :

.

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance, course
Banak - Bear Island AB 3.114 - Ice Fjord - Hope Island -

Banak. Not exhaustive. 2 BF 109 on meteorological
reconnaissance from Vardo eastwards. Nothing to
report.
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1 Ju 88 provided escort to. the cast of reuzrltter" 'a

route of advanc .

Fliegcr Fuehrer Lofoten :

Escort for "Kreuzritter" was provided by 2 BV 138.
"Kreuzritter" not located, 2 Ju 88 and 1 Kc 115
flew a strip reconnaissance in search of enemy
naval formation, in view of the morning f s air attacl .

Flicker Fuehrer North (West)

2 Ju 88 on sea reconnaissance from west coast
of Norway as far as 5.45° W and 63.5° .

Reconnaissance of sea and coastal inshore
waters by 3 Ju 88, nothing special apart from
ships sighted on fire southwest of Bodo. Oi.

aircraft of the meteorological reconnaissance
"Staffel" on meteorological reconnaissance to
the Faeroes and Trondhein - Banak. Nothing
to report.

III. Reports on the enemy :

(a) By U-boats : None.

(b) By air reconnaissance :

It was reported on 4 October that 28 enemy
aircraft were approaching from the arc
southwest of Bodo, later the report was
altered to 21 aircraft.
At 0950 Fliegcr Fuehrer North (West) reported
that he was on exhaustive air patrol in the
sea area off the west coast of Norway as far
as the Arctic Circle since it was likely
that the aircraft were carrier-based.
Sighting report of 17 naval vessels in
AF 2596, 120 miles west of Westf jord.
Formation steering course 90°, one aircraft
carrier sighted.

( c

)

By naval forces : None

•

"(d) 5y radio intercept service :

1. At 1215 on 2 October one naval vessel and
one freighter passed Yugorski Straits to
the northwest on unknown course.

2. Norwegian polar coast: snail amount of
radio traffic to submarines in the operation
area. r,Schtsch 402" mentioned.

3. Belushya/Kara S rca : submarine "Kl"
(presumably northern Barents Sea) ivod
radio messages from Bclushya, Arc
and Polyarn .

Guardships Nos. 28 and 30, mincsw rs
Nos. 37, 57 and 59, guardboat No. 501.
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4. Amderma area; minesweeper No. 107.

5. Minesweeper No. 57 and the freighter
"Roschal" (1427 G.R.T.) left Krestovaya
Bay (AT 4337) .on 4 October at 1025, course
south. At 1300 on 5 October minesweeper
No. 57 and freighter "Roschal" anchored in
Belushya,

6. From 5 October radio beacons will operate at
the signal stations Yugorski Straits (AT 8823),

' Loginova Shoal (A
kT 8427) and Belushya or Cape

Cherni (AT 7378).

( e ) By G.I.S. stations : None

.

IV . Current U-boat operations :

(a) Convoy operations : None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic :

2 boats In the Bear Island passage.
2 boats off Ice Fjord.

1837 Dispatch of radio message 1857/784 :

"1. It is assumed that the aircrew has been
transferred from "Brunncr 1

' to "Grau".

2. "Grau" and aHeinrIch u to return to
Hammerfest - Tromsb - Narvik.

*

3. "Briinner" Hope Island - Andfjord. "Grau"
will bring equipment from Hammerfest with
him. 11

( c ) Special operations by single boats :

1118 Dispatch of radio message 1118/780 to U 703
(Bmlinner ) :

''Last sighting by aircraft on 1 October,
two men near a medium-sized hut. " Nobody is to
"be left behind.''

IT 355 (La Baumc ) engaged on operation "Kreuzritter"

.

( d
)

'

Miscellaneous :

1. Teleprinter message received from Naval War
Staff, 2nd Division, C-in-C U-boats, Ops.:

"1. In view of ..the general situation, 9 boats
out of those at .present operating under
the command of Captain U-boats, Norway will
be withdrawn for service in the Atlantic.

2. The following will remain under the command
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of Captain U-boats, Norway:
U 703, U 277, U 307, U 713, U 601,
U 387, U 737, U 360, U 255, U 354,
U 636, U 711.

3. Captain U-boats, Norway therefore
retains six boats at pre.sent at s^

five boats which will be ready for
operations during October, and one
boat whose date f readiness is
yet definite.

4. The following are to be withdrawn
for service in the Atlantic:
U 212, U 586, U 625, U 269, U 960,
U 956, U 302, U 355 and U 62: .

5. Details concerning flotilla allocati
and dates of departure for Atlantic
boats will follow separately."

2, On receipt of report concerning the
enemy carrier formation off Westf jord,
the U-boat base was again speedily
dispersed. U 387, which had put in
to Narvik, and U 255, in the act of
fitting out, were rdered .to put to
sea and occupy attack areas off Westf jord.

Sailing orders for U 255 (Harms) and
U 587 (Buchler) :

"1. Put out from Narvik after speeding
up operational readiness. Limited
supplies

.

2. Proceed through Westf jord at high
speed' and make 'for attack areas:
U 255 AP 3730, U 587 AP 3750.

3. According to air reconnaissance
carrier formation consisting of
17 naval vessels in AF 2568 at 1300
on 4 October. Air raid, on BodH

.

• 4. Operational Order No.l, U-boat
Northern Waters wave.

5. Increased vigilance for carrier-borne
aircraft and enemy submarines."

• Reports of successes :V

1710 Receipt of radio message 1138/781 from Group
"Wiking":

"1. 30 September convoy in XA 49 to 2 October
position AS 27,

2. Following sunk: "Grau" one st amer 5100 G.R.T.
inner" one steamer 4200 G.R.T.

and two explosions.
"Heinrich" one escort vessel, two

steamers 8900 G.R.T.
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3, One ice-breaker and two escort vessels
escaped.

4

VI, (a) U-boat reports

Short report from U 587 (Buchler ), second
operation, "Schatzgraber", from 18 September
to 4 October, 1943 (see Appendix Il/2 )

.

(b ) Plans :

The following teleprinter message was sent
in reply to the order from Naval War Staff,
2nd Division, C-in-C U-boats, Ops. for the
re-allocation of Northern Waters boats:

"With reference to message Most Secret 6298
of 4 October from Naval War Staff, 2nd Div.,
C-in-C U-boats, Ops,, of the boats allocated
for operations in Northern Waters, only two,
U 601 and U 636, are equipped with minelaying
gear. As the number of minelaying operations
in Northern Waters is likely to be increased,
particularly in the absence of convoys or
single ship traffic, we propose that U 212 and
U 586 should be retained in Northern Waters
and U 360 and U 737 be transferred to the
Atlantic instead."

(On 5 October this proposal was strongly supported
by Group North/Fleet but rejected by Naval War
Staff, 2nd Div., C-in-C U-boats, Ops.).

VI I . Survey of the situation i

1. 17 warships seem to be too large a formation
merely as escort for an aircraft-carrier. The
type of carrier-borne aircraft employed have a
sufficient range to attack Narvik from the
present position of the formation.
Renewed dispersal of U-boats has therefore been
ordered until the daylight ^ets shorter..

2. The convoy attacked by Group i!Wiking n apparently
consisted of 4 to 6 medium-sized steamers, one
ice-breaker and three escort, vessels coming from
the east. Probably it was only coastal traffic.
A total of 18£00 G.R.T. and one escort vessel
have been sunk by Group "Wiking"

•

3. Among the boats to be retained by Captain U-boats,
Norway 8 belong to the 13th IT-boat Flotilla, while
four are to be exchanged for inexperienced 'boats

.

Only two, U 601 and U 656, have minelaying equipment,
of which the next to be ready for operations will
be U 636, on 21 October.

»

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.
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5 October, 1945

I. U-boat positions and alterations of position :

(a) Positions at 0800 :

In the operational area :

Northern Waters:

U 307 A3 3568) de Pth of sWcep 50 milcs •

U 277 KG 7590.
U 956 KG 78.
U 387 RF 3750.

Atlantic

:

U 309, 419, 470.

In port :

IT 360 Hammerfest,
U 255, 354 Narvik,
U 302, 625 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 426, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Brest.

( b

)

U-boats homeward and outward bound :

U 355 proceeding from Hammerfest to the
operational area C'Kreuzritter" )

.

U 737 proceeding from Hammerfest to the
operational area AG 7590.

U 387 proceeding from Narvik to RF 3750) and
U 255 proceeding from Narvik to RF 3730)

return passage to Narvik.
U 601 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammerfest.
U 960 proceeding from the operational area

to Hammerfest.
U 703 proceeding from the operational area

to Narvik via Hope Island.
1300 U 711 arrived Trondheim from Narvik,

II. Air reconnaissanc

Fliegcr Fuehrer North (East

)

:

t

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Ice Fjord.
3 3F 109 on meteorological and photographic
reconnaissance in Murmansk sector.

Fliegcr Fuehrer Lofoten:
i i .. .^ — .»—

i
„

3 aircraft reconnaissance of enemy naval
"formation. .connaissance area: north of a
line from Mo to Jan I n. No sighted.
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Fliegor Fuehrer North (West) :

Reconnaissance Mo - Jan Mayen - northeast coast of
Iceland - Shetiands - south coast of Norway, in
search of reported enemy naval formation. Two
FW 200 in area between Jan Mayen and Iceland -

no enemy sighting.

Meteorological reconnaissance, route Trondheim -

8° W - 3anak. Nothing to report.

III. Reports on the enemy :

(a) By U-boats

i

None.

(b

)

3y air reconnaissance :

Coal dumps on fire at Longyearby. One Ju 88
in sea area northeast of. the Faeroes sighted
one aircraft-carrier, one cruiser and five
destroyers at 0925 in AF 7179, course 140°.
At 0945 a Ju 88 sighted one aircraft carrier,
one battleship, two cruisers and five destroyers
in 9394, course 200°.

(c) By naval forces : None.

( d

)

?"~ radio intercept service :

1. At 1100 on 26 September one motor minesweeper,
two motor vessels and one other vessel put
out on a salvage mission, making for the spot
where guardboat No. 510 was lying in distress
(Khabarova area, AT 8827).

2. At 0300 on 4 October minesweepers Nos. 104
and 107 left Khabarova for fairway 11 (western
approaches to the Yugorski Straits) on mine-
sweeping duty.

3. On the morning of 4 October one guardship
and two vessels off Yugorski Straits (AT 8823).

4. Norwegian polar coast: a few messages to
submarines in the operational area. "Schtsch
402" mentioned.

5. Dikson area: minesweepers Nos. 54, 59, 60,
61, 62. G-uardships" Nos. 19 and 80.

6. Amderma area: minesweeper No. 110.

7. Belushya/Kara Sea area: submarine "Kl"
(presumably northern Barents Sea or Kara Sea)
received at 0500 on 4 October repetitions of
radio messages, from Amderma as well as other
stations. :eper No. 57, guardship No. 73

(e) By G.I.S. stations ; None.
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IV . Current U-boat operations ;

( a

)

Convoy operations : .

(b

)

Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic :

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord,
2 boats off Westf jord

.

0202 Dispatch .of radio message 0202/788 :

"Attack areas to be occupied on 5 October:
U 387 (Buchler) AF 3750, U 255 (Harms)
AF 3730."

After it had been established by air
reconnaissance that the two carrier formations
were on the return passage, radio message
1333/799 was dispatched:

""Banns" and "Buchler" return to port.
"Harms" to Skjomcn to complete fitting-
out and supply. "Buchler" for overhaul
at Kuascaran. Report passing "V 2"

by time short signal."

( c

)

Special operations by single boats :

U 355 (La Baume ) on meteorological
operation "Kreuzritter" . U 703
(Briinnor) at Hope Island.

( d

)

Miscellaneous :

Sailing order for U 360 (Becker) :

"1. Put out from Kammerfest on afternoon
of 6 October.

2. At 1200 on 8 October relieve U 307
(Hcrrle) in AB 3568, depth of sweep
30 miles. Bear in mind U 601 and
U 960 on return passage.

3. Group "Spitsbergen": U 737 (Brasack)
and U 956 (Mohs) off Ice Fjord.

Group "Eisenbart": U 307 and U 713
(Gosejakob) AB 3523..

U 703 on passage Hope Island - Andf jord.
"Kreuzritter": U 355 (La Baume ) North
Spitsbergen.

4. Forenoon dail; ^rological flight
by one Ju 88 in the operational area.

1 itional Order No.l, U-boats Northern
ators wave."

-
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V, Reports of successes ; None

.

VI, Survey of the situation :

No comments.

(Signed) pp. Eckermann.

6' October, 1943 .

I • U-boat positions and alterations of position :

(a) Positions at 0800 :

In the operati onal area :

Northern Waters:

U 307 AB 3568)
depth of swoop 30 miles.

U 277 KG 9590.
U 956 AG 78.
U 355 Spitsbergen ("Kreuzrittor" )

.

Atlantic

:

U 309, 419, 426, 470.

In port ;

U 360 Hammerfest.
U 255, "354 Narvik.
U 302, 625, 711 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Brest,

(b

)

U-boats homeward and outward bound :

U 737 proceeding from Hammerfest to KG 7590*
U 601 proceeding from the operational area

to Rammerfest

.

U .960 proceeding from the operational area
to Hammerfest,

U 703 proceeding from the operational area
to Narvik via Hope Island,

0030 U 255 put in to Narvik from special operation.
093.0 U 387 put in to Narvik from special operation.
1715 U 360 put out from Hammerfest for the operational

area.

I I • Air reconnaissance :

Fliegcr Fuehrer North (East) :

One Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance, course Banak -

Bear Island - Ice Fjord - 75° N, 5° E - Banak.
Nothing to report. Sea area covered almost exhaustively.
One Ju 88 flew on reconnaissance and special mission
from Mezen Gulf to Solza.
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Flieger Fuehrer Lofote v

No sea reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (West)

One Ju 88 on course Banak - Jan Mayen - VaoFIK .

No enemy sighting. One Ju 88 reconnaissance of
Faeroes area. Nothing to report.

III. Reports on the enemy :

(a) 5y U-boats : None.

( b ) By air reconnaissance :

Three freighters of 1,000 G.R.T. each in Mezen
harbor. One freighter of 2,000 G.R.T. on
southwesterly course was sighted in AW 2295.

(c) By naval forces : None.

(d) By radio intercept service :

1. Norwegian polar coa3t: very little radio
traffic to submarines in the operational
area.

2. Archangel: very little radio traffic to
submarines in the operational area,
(presumably northern Barents Sea or Kara
Sea)

.

3. Belushya/Kara Sea area: submarin 1"

(presumably northern Barents Soa or Kara
Sea), guardships Nos. 28, 30 and 73.

4. At 1608 on 6 October guardship No, 30,
minesweeper No. 104 and freighter "Wy
(1398 G.R.T.) passed to the south of Car
Greben course 230°.

( e ) By G.I .

5

. stations : Non< •

IV . Current U-boat operations :

(a) Convoy operations

:

None.

( b

)

Operational measures to intercept enemy ti _c :

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord.

2239 Radio message 2239/759 dispatched:

"1. U 737 (B3 3k) will relieve U 277 in
: 75 on October at 1200.

2. U 360 (Becker) will evo U 307 in
AB 3568 on 3 October- at 1200.
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3. Boats which have been relieved are to
report immediately by short signal whether
overhaul at Hammorfest will suffice,
"Lubsen 1

' to return via AB 3490.

4. When task is completed, "Brunner" to report
time and return passage."

(c

)

Special operations by single boats ;

U 355 (La Baumo ) engaged on meteorological
operation "Kreuzritter"

.

U 703
.
(Brunner ) picking up shipwrecked men

on Hope Island.

(d) Miscellaneous :

U 255 reported engine failure, and will
have to return to dock.

. . Tranfer order for U 255 (Harms) ;

u l. Sail Narvik 0700 on 7 October. • Radio
wave MMC" (base frequency) and Northern
Waters very long wave

.

2. Hand in torpedoes in Ramsund and take
on four electric torpedoes. Report
time' of departure by short signal, after
repetition switch to wave nA M and Northern
Waters very long wave.

3. Proceed through Y/estf jord and with convoy
through inner leads from Bodo to Trondheim."

V. Reports of successes ; None,

VI • Survey of the situation ;

No comments.

(Signed) Peters.
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7 Octobe r, 1945

I

.

U-boat positions and alterations of posit.

(a) Positions at 0800

In the o p cra t i ona l

Northern waters:

U 713 AB 3523) , .. - _„ .,

U 307 3568) doPth * sweep oO mil. .

U 277 AG 7590.
U 737 "

- 7590..

U 956 AG 78.
U 355 Spitsbergen ( "Krcuzrittcr" )

.

Atlantic

:

U 309, 419, 426, 470.

In port :

U 387, 354 Narvik,
U 302, 625, 711 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Brest.

( b ) U "boat s homeward and outward bound :

U 737 proceeding from Hammerfest to
Ad 7590.

U 360 proceeding from Hammerfest to
AB 3568.

U 703 proceeding from the operational
area to Narvik via Hope Island.

1415 U 601 put in to Hammerfest from the
oDcrational area.

1415 U 960 put in to Hammerfest from tho
operational are ..

0700 U 255 put out from Narvik, 1800 put
out from Ramsund for Trondheim.

I I

.

Air reconna i ssance :

Flicker Fuehrer North (East)

No operations on account of weather conditions.

Flieger Fuehre r L ."'c

No sea reconnaissance*

Flicker Fuehrer North (West)

One Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance
of Faerc - nothing to report

.

One Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissar
route Trondheim - Jan Mayen - Banak

.

enemy sight

I
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III. Reports on the enemy :

(a) By U-boats : None.

( ° ) By air reconnaissance i None

•

( c ) By nava 1 fo rces : No no •

(d ) By radio intercept service :

1. Norwegian polar coast: little radio traffic
to submarines in the operational area.

2. Bclushya/Kara Sea area: submarine "Kl"
(presumably in northern Barents Sea or
Kara Sea) received radio messages from
Polyarno and Archangel. Guardship No. 73.

3. Amderma area : guardship No. 28.

( c ) By G-.I.S. stations : None •

IV . Current U -boat operations i

( a ) Convoy operations i None

•

.(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord.

1135 Radio message 1135/764 dispatched:

hen relieved, U 277 to make for Andf jord -

Narvik, U 307 Hammerfest .

"

( ° ) Special operat ions by single boats :

U 355 .(La Baumo ) on meteorological operation
"Kreuzritter"

.

In radio message 1909/769 U 703 (Brunner)
reported that ne had picked up the rest of
the shipwrecked crew of the Russian steamer
''Dckabrist'*' from Hope Island, whose captain
he had already picked up on an earlier
occasion. He was now on return passage to
Andf jord.

V. Reports of successe s: None.

v ^ * Survey of the situation :

No comments .

• (Signed) Peters.
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8 October, 1 343

I. _- _ b p< . it ions and alto rat io r. j ition :

(a) Positions at 080'

In the opera tional area :

Northc . . atera

:

TT 713 AB 3523) , ., - »n .,

U 360 AB 3568)
dcPth °f SV/G0P 30 miloS '

U 737 KG 7590.
U 956 KG 78.
U 355 Spitsbergen ( "Kreuzritter" )

•

Atlantic

:

U. 309, 419, 426, 470.

In port :

U 387, 354 Narvik,
U 302, 625, 711 Trondheim,
.U 212, 269, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Brest.

(

"

) U-boats homcv/ard and outward bound :

U 277 proceeding from KG 7590 to Narvik.
U 307 proceeding from AB 3568 to Kammerfcst.
U 705 proceeding from Hope Island to Narvi .

0400 U 601 put out from Hammcrfcst, put in to
Tromso at 1525,

0400 U 960 put out from Hammerfest, put in to
Tromso at 1525.

U 255 proceeding from Narvik to Trondheim.

II. Air reconnaissance ;

' Pli~?;cr Fuehr e r North (East) :

One Ju 86 on meteorological rcconnaissanc
route Banak - Bear Island - lea Fjord -

75'
, 10 E ! Banak, nothing to report.

Lap only partially covered, Ice Fjord
exhaustively covered.

'o PW 200 on shipping and airfield roconnaissan
over Fisher Peninsula - Kola inlet, ^thing
to report.

^liegcr Fuehrer t^n :

No soa rcconnaissanc. .

Fliegcr Fuehrer North (J est

)

:

One Ju 88 on oi t ;ica]| roconnaissan
of Faeroes af . Nothing to report.
One Ju 88 meteorological reconnaissance Banak -

Jan Mayer.' - Vapri 'ont.
2 Ar 196 flow on extended coastal ^aissanco
fr n in search of shipping targets which
had been locatod. ncmy 3i ;htin. .

>-
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III. Reports o n the enemy :

( a ) By U "boats ; None.

(b

)

By air reconnaissance ; one.

(c) By naval forces ; None.

(d) 3y radio intercept service :

1. Presumably there are still destroyers in
the Amdorma/Dikson area, since both
stations have been ordered to broadcast
radio messages to destroyers on 720
meters and one other wave simultaneously.

2. At 0935 on 7 Ootobpr two vessels off
Cape Greben, bearing 80°, course 100°.

3. Norwegian polar coasts very little radio
traffic to submarines in the ' operational
area.

4. Dikson area: guardship No. 28,

5. Belushya/Kara Sea area: guardboat No. 601.

6. British radio station "GQO" working with
Clecthorpos located by direction finder
from Kirkcncs at 0927 in 332° , and at 1848
in 336°.

( e

)

By G.I . S. stations : None

•

IV

.

Current U-boat operations :

(a) Convoy operations : None,

( b

)

Operati onal measures to intercept enemy traffic

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord.

( c ) Special operations of 'single boats :

U 355 (La Baumc) on meteorological operation
"Krouzrittcr n

.

V. Reports of successes : None.

VI. U-boat reports

:

n
From a special report from U 387 (Buchler) it
appears that the meteorological operation
"Schatzgraber" was inefficiently prepared, not
executed with sufficient care, and that the officer
in .charge of the weather detachment Dr. Drewe did
not possess the requisite qualities of leadership
or organizational ability. The proper erection
of the station within the allotted time was mainly
due to the Intervention of the U-boat commander
and his crow to whom belongs most of the credit for
the operation.
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VII. Survey of the si ion

No comments.

(Signed) Peters.

' er, 1945

I.

1530

0815

1200

2100

II.

U-boat positi ons and alterations of position :

(''-) Positi ons aj 08

P

C

In the operational area :

Northern Waters

:

U 713 B 3523) - 7A .,

U 360 3568)
depth °f SWeeP 30 mlles «

U 737 7590c
U 956 RG 78.
U 35 .Spitsbergen ( "Kreuzritter" )

.

Atlantic :

U 309, 419, 426, 470.

In port ;

U 601, 960 Tromso,
U 387, 354 Narvik,
U 302, 625, 711 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 629, 636, 586 Bergen,
U 420 Brest.

(b) u-bo. r-d and outward bound :

U 703 put in to Harstad from the operational
ar

U 307 put in to Kammerfest from the
operational area.

U 601 put out from Trows o, put in to
id at 1940.

U 255 put In to Trondheim from Narvik.
U 277 proceeding from the operational

ar .

Air reconnaissanc

Flicker Fueh : orth (East) :

One Ju 88 on meteorol< il reconnaissance
route Banak - Ice Fjord - 76° N, 9° B -

Banak. .stive, nothing to report.
Four F.. 1 on armed shipping reconnaissanc
Fisher Peninsula - Kola inlc . No shipping
targets si '.
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Fiieeer Fuehrer Lofoten ;

No sea reconnaissance.

Flieger Fuehrer Forth (West)

One Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance
of Faeroes area, nothing to report.
One He. Ill meteorological reconnaissance,
Trondheim - Jan Mayen - Fanak.
One lie 111 meteorological reconnaissance - Trondheim
AF 4299 - Trondheim, nothing to report.
•Two Arado 196 on reconnaissance in search of
reported enemy H.T.3.S in the coastal area
off Bergen. d enemy sighting

.

III. Reports on the e:

(a) By U-boats : None.

(b ) By air reconnaissance :
;

.

(c) By naval forces ; None.

(d) 3y radio intercept service
1 *- -W - , | T.iT ti ihii -m -m. i.. . i. |-

1. At 0615 on 8 October guardship No, 73 and
a minesweeper of tl n

n class passed
southwest of Yugorski Straits on a north-
easterly course; at 0645 guardboat No. 506
to the northeast on a westerly course.

2. At 1727 the motor vessel nPolyarnik n put
out of Belushya Bay.

3. Norwegian polar coast: very little radio
traffic to submarines in the operational
area

.

4. Belushya/Kara Sea area: guardships Nos. 10/
30, minesweepers IJos, 60, 104 and 107.

5. Dikson area: guardships Nos, 19, 28, 80,
minesweepers Nos. 31, 32, 37, 39, 40, 54, 55,
61 and 63.

6. "GQO" on bearing 352/335° from Kirkenes;
during the day a number of radio messages were
sent to Clcethorpes.

(c) By G-.I.S . stat ions ; None.

IV . Current U-boat opera tions

:

(a) Convoy operations : r. .

(b) Operational measu ntercept enemy traffic ;

2 bo in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord.
No reports.
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( c )
3pf cial bii.O:

_>_ Jbs :

U 355 (I on l jrole 1
opoi ;

. .

( d ) Miacel!

Admiral Co - ' .tion
of boats no Ion oratin >rthcrn
iters b the \ . flotillas, has boon

received.
According bo s the 11th u-boat Flotilla
docs not retain a single boat,

V. Reports of siicc s

:

Non .

VI. Survey of situation :

1. With the allocation of the boats of the
11th U-boat Flotilla to w rn flotillas,
the o] 1 }f Captain U-boats,
Norway will henceforth be limited to the
12 boats of z 13th U-boat Flotilla.
The 11th U-boat Flotilla will retain its
duties in connection with the base, above
all with regard to the sailing of boats
for the Atlantic.

2. heavy nin. ping activities in the
Dikson area must connected with the
minefields ve laid there.

(S: ') Peters,

10 October,, 1943

^ • U-boa t it ion 3 ..Iterations of position

(a) Positio n

In t :

.

<rthorn Waters

US60 l°pth SOmilos.

U 757 "

~
. 8

.

U pitst ("Kr -").

Atlantic

U 309, 41 . ,

-t
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In port:

U 307 Haanierfest,
U 277, 601, 703, 960 Harstad,
U 387, 3 54 Narvik,
U 255, 302, 625, 711 Trondheim,
U 212, 269, 629, 636, 586 Bergen.

(b) U-boats homeward ana outward bound:

0900 U 601 r>ut out frc irstad, n\it in to Narvik
at 1430.

0900 703 put out from Harstad, put in to Narvik
at 1Z.30.

0900 U 960 put out from Harstad, put in to Narvik
at 1430.

1015 U 277 put in to Harstad, put in to Narvik
at 1800.

II. Air reconnaissance:

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):

One J"u 88 on meteorological reconnaissance Spitsbergen,
route Banak •- Bear Island - -.;- 362 5 - 75° N, 5° E -

Banak. thing to report, not exhaustive.

Flieger Fuehrer Loi'ot en
:_

No operational reports.

Flieger Fuehrer North ('-/est) :

One Ja 88 on net eoro logical reconnaissance west
of the Faeroes, nothing to report.
One He 111 flew on meteorological reconnaissance,
route Ba: - 8° E - Va ernes, no enemy sighting.
One Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance, route
Trondheim - dan Mayen - Trondheim.

Ill . Reports on the enemy:

( a ) By U-bosts: jii^ .

(b) By air reconnaissance: None.

(c) 3y nrval forces: None.

( d

)

By re cio intercept service:

1. A minesweeper of the "Tarn" class, which at
0615 on 8 October was sighted with guardship
No. 73 southwest of Yugorski Straits on a

northeasterly course, returned during the
course of the day to Khabarova (AT 8827) .

On morning of 9 October one minesweeper end
one motor minosw. r standing off and on
off Yugorski Straits.

2. Norwegian polar coast: little radio traffic
to submarines in the operational area.
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• Bel area: minesweepers
• 3 107 (according to direction

finder the latter in the direction of
ikolskoi - Timanski coast at 164 )

.

.:ardboat : 'o. I

. : .kson area: ardshi;. . ,

. 32.

( e ) By G-. _- . stations ; . .

IV. Current - it oper

(a) Convoy opei .ons : .ne.

( b

)

Operational measures to -ept enemy traffic

2 boats in the ir Island passage,
Fjord.

^ts

.

(°) Special op . le boats :

355 (La Baume ) on meteorological
op reuzritter"

.

( d ) Miscellai i jus :

rt r •: from U 601 (Grau)
(sec Appendix Il/o).

2. orb report from U 703 (Brunner)
(see A ppendix 1 1/<. ) .

3. :rt report from U 960 (Heinrich)
(sec A pp endix 11/5 )

•

4. Short report from U 277 (Lubsen)
(see i idix Il/6 )

.

Reports of 3U '.- 3QS : None.

VI. Plans :

Teleprinter .ved from Group
North/Flee Ich states that, in view of the
small numbc -boats available and the lack
of boats at pr ional : ines.
the plan [J-boat operation against the radio
station at Svoagruv • to bo abandoned as only
a minor su uld be .ctod.

VII. Survey of b _n:

No comments,

1) Peters,
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11 October. 1943
a—am.- i i n i m * «»fc<-»--i«»»*>»*-.»»«i

I

.

l~-boat positions and alterations of position :

(a J Positions at 0800 ;

In the c bional. area :

Nor tho rn V ' ators .

U360 ULiiel) dGpth0f ™eep 30. miles.

U 737 KG 7590.
956 KG 78.
355 Spitsbergen ("Kreuzritter" ).

Atlantic

U 309, 419, 420, 426, 470.

In port :

U 507 Hammerfest,
U 277, 354, 587, 601, 705, 960 Narvik,
U 255, 302, 525, 711 Trondhelm,

212, 269, 629, 636, 556 Bergen.

(b) U-boats hor ^d. and outward bound ;

1000 U 255 put out from Trondheim for Bergen,

II. Air reconnaissanc e;

Flieger Fuehrer 1'orth (East) :

•One Ju £3 on meteorological and ice reconnaissance
for operation "Kreuzritter"

5 route Banak - Bear
Island - South Cape - 81 F, : - Banak.
Exhaustive as far as South Cape and in the area
Qo to 10°, north of Spitst ;en. Rest of lap not
covered on account of bad weather.
"Krcuzrittor 1

' not sighted. No ice at 81° N
between 8° and 10° ?mcd shipping reconnaissance
of Fisher Peninsula, nothing to report.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten :

No operations reported.

Flieger Fuehrer Forth ('..Vest) :

One Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance, route
Trondhoim - AA 9652 - Banak, - no enemy sighting.
One Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance of the
Faeroes area and to the westward.

Ill* Reports on the ermray ;

( a ) Ry U-boats : r .

( k ) r recr . _rv
. j : on o

.

( c ) By naval fore ] .
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(d) 3y radio In to- t se.

1« Nor an polar coast: little radio
traffic to submarines in the operational
area.

. Dikson arc guardshiv
minesweepers Nos. 32, nd 61.
orning of 11 October, ircraft.

3. „
:Jelushya/Kara a: minesweeper
No. 107, minelayer No. 94, guardships
Nos. 30, 72, 75, 1 probable ice-breaker
(0459).

4. At 2008 on 10 October "GQO" located by
direction finder on bearing 334 .

(e) By Ct.I.S. stations : None.

-^ ' Current U-boat 'operations :

( a

)

Convoy operations : None

.

( b

)

Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic :

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord.
No reports. ,

( c

)

Special operations by single boats :

U 355 (La Baume ) on meteorological
operation uKreuzritter jI

.

(d

)

niscollancous :

Transfer orders for U 601 (Grau) and
IT 703 (^runner) :

"It Put out from Narvik on 12 Octobt .

U 705 to report on the port wave
time of sailing from Ramsund after
loading torpedoes.

2. Passage through Westfjord, via * 5745
and 5622 to HA 1 - Trondhoim.

Lio service "Anton 11 an :»thern rs
very long wave •

"

V. Reports of success Norn .

VI. Survey of the situation :

1. The reappearance of Russian ice-breakers in
the operational area is due to the time of
year; the?/ may be returning from thu ist,

perhaps with m it ships.
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The British radio station located by direction
finder by Kirkenes to the northwest is most
probably a transmitter which has been put into
operation again by the garrison at Barentsberg,
Spitsbergen.
Teleprinter message has been dispatched to Admiral
Commanding U-boats with reference to the transfer
of all the boats of the 11th U-boat Flotilla and
their allocation to westorn flotillas e See
Appendix III.

(Signed) Peters.

12 October, 1945

!• U-boat positions and alterations of position

(a) Positions at 0800 ;

In the operational are a:

Northern Waters:

U 360 'AS 3568)-
de?th °f SWeeP 30 mileS *

U 737 KG 7590.
U 956 KG 78.
U 355 Spitsbergen (

i!Kreuzritter n
)

.

Atlantic i

U 212, 309, 419, 420, 426, 470.

In port ;

U 307 Hammerfest.
U 277, 354, 387, 601, 703, 960 Narvik,
U 302, 625, 711 Trondheim,
U 269, 629, 636, 586 Bergen.

(b ) U-boats homeward and outward bound s

1730 U 601 put out from Narvik for Trondheim.
1730 U 703 put out, from Narvik for Trondheim.

U 255 arrived Bergen from Trondheim.

II. Air reconnaissance :

Flieger Fuehrer North (East):
ii . i. i i Urn .— — mi ,.m »i .. i— « ,. i « i „^ i^i . ^ —

i
.*p » i p.

One Ju 38 on meteorological reconnaissance. On
account of loss of oil flew along route Banak -

Bear Island - Ice Fjord - 77°N, 12° E - Banak.
Not exhaustive.
12 PW 190 on shipping reconnaissance Fisher
Peninsula - Kola inlet.

-631-



CONFIDENTIAL

r Fuehrer Lofoten :

No sea reconnaissance

Flieger orth >'

J_:

One He 115 on meteorolo 1 reconnaissanc
Banak - Jan Mayen - Trondhelm, no enemy
sighting.
One Ar 196 on reconnaissance against enemy
blockade runners off Swedish -

j

:, no enemy
sight in:

.

Flight for "Bassgeiger" has beer otpon
until 14 October on- account of weather conditions.

III. Reports on the enemy :

(a) By U-boats , one.

( b

)

3y air rec onnaissanco :

The merchant ship of 4£00 G.R.T. attacked
in Toros harbor on 6 October is now lying
below the surface .

One patrol vessel on southerly course in
Kola inlet.
One merchant ship of 800 G.R.T. in Fotka
Bay.
Four submarines tied up alongside the
landing-stage, Olenya Bay.
Two aircraft attacked a submarine in
Olenya Bay,
The submarine sank at once. Three hours
later there was a large patch of oil and a
number of small vessels where the boat
sank

.

(c ) 3y naval forces : None.

( ^ ) By radio intercept service :

1. Chief of Communications Service Belushya
reported that the construction of the
central power plant and receiving
station of the n idio station In
olushya had been completed,

. The motor v< L "Po , sailed from
lushya at 1927 on 8 October for Karmakuli

o she will load tractor
spare parts, chains etc. ad take them to
Rogacheva (AT 7235 ) .

3. Between 0925 and 1145 en 11 October
ported one min .d

one fr ' r southeast to southwest
c or i

b 0600* Yugorski Straits (AT 8823) report.
a mine sv; r of tl Cam 11 class standir
off and on.

-



2NTI

4. Norv polar coasl the flotilla
:.dc-r ku n (with Chief of Destroyer

Flotilla .

5. Belushya/Kara Sea area: the destroyer "H",
minesweepers Nos. 55 and 61.

6. Amderma area: guardships Kos» 72 and 73,
3we ..per No .65.

7. Dikson area: one flying boat (RA 25) in the
morning.

S.
: located by

t
direction finder on bearing

535° by Kirkenes at 2025 on 11 October.

(e) By >.I.S. stations : :.'. .

IV . Current U-boat operations :

(a) C onvoy operations : None.

(b) Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord.

«

1333 Dispatch of radio message • lb >5/72Q :

"1. Prom 13 October group "Eisenbart ;i to carry
out mobile patrol of the Bear Island passage.

2. Commence transfer of operational areas at
0000 on 13 October, as follows:
U 360 from AB 3568 to 3973, 713 from
AB 3523 to 3917. Varying courses, uniform
speed of advance . Arrival scheduled for
0000 on 14 October.. Depth of sweep
30 mi lee

.

3. At 0000 on 15 October return to previous
attack areas, arrival 16 October, and so on
every four days."

(c ) Special operations by single boats :

U 355 (La Baume ) on meteorological operation
"Kreuzritter" •

orts of successes : None.

V I . U-boat reportc

hort report from U 307 (Herrle), second operation,
from 4 September to 9 October, 1943 (see Appendix Il/7).

-633-



CONFIDENTIAL

VII. Survey of the situatiot

It is more probable that i\ itish will
proceed to supply Barentsberg to make good
the destruction by our battle group of t

installations and stores there, rather than
run Murmansk traffic through the Bear Island
passage in the near futur . The tv/o boats
off Ice I ;'jord are therefore to remain there
for another two or three :s.

If single ships should again be sent throu
t

the Bear Island passage under cover of
darkness, it would be easy for them to slip
past the two boat3 still stationed ther

:

,

especially if a successful reconnaissance has
first been made by enemy submarines. The
continuous shifting of operational areas,
as ordered, is intended to make this more
difficult.

(Signed) Peters.

October, 1943

I

.

U-boat pos i t

i

ons and alteration s of position :

(a) Position s at 0800 :

In the operational area :

Drthorn Water*

U 360 proceeding from AB 3568 to AB 3973.
U 713 proceeding from AB 3523 to AB 3917.
TJ 737 AG 7590.
U 956 KG 78.
U 355 Spitsbergen ("Kreuzrittcr" )

.

Atlantic

:

U 212, 309, 419, 420, 426, 470.

In port :

U 507 Hammerfest,
U 277, 354, 387, 960 Narvik,

302, 625, 711 Trondheim,
U 269, 629, 636, 586 Bergen.

( b ) U ^bo id outward bound

:

U 601 proceeding from vik to Trondl
(J 703 pre ling from Narvik to Trondl

2230 U 255 put in to Ber£ Trondheim.

II. Air reconnaissance :

Flioger Fueh] th (East) :

1 Ju 88 on meteorolo 1 reconnaissance, route
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co:t::i:t:ai

Ba - Storf jew - fiinlopen Straits - Rein:.
I - South Car: -

Banak, ort. t . x haustiv .

.

ice detect .In cor :ion
with for "Kreuzrite . at 1140
ur point was sighted in 79° 41' IT,

13° 05 » Z .
6-8 men on the beach wi ge

quantity :_' gear consisting mainly of wooden
, no huts were in the .

rout 500 : - rs to the southward a sir. :.n

: boat alon^ . German
U-boat i 10 kilometers north of Biskajerh.uk,

nigh speed on southerly course,
5 FW 190 or. i shipp:: reconn: nee of
Fisher Peninsula -

; inlet.

~li:-r; r uehi r I,::' :_":_..

?-.ieg:r- 7" -eh: --_~'-- st

)

:

1 Ju 88 on orol al reconnaissance Vaernes -

Jan Mayen - Banak, no enemy sight: .

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance in tt

Paeroe ., no enemy sighting.

Ill, ?.:::::: : r. rr,c enemy :

(a) By U-bcats ;

10 ?.:eeipt .serge 14c£ /~:l from U 71
(Gose jakob )

:

"Request short signal from "Becker 11 as to
whether he "hammered 11 while submerged
yesterday, : :e enemy submarine
AB 3611.

(b ) 3y air r o c onr.a i s s :..-. :

:

;

He HE 2 SC 250 carried our ack
without depth cr s on the presumed position
of the enemy submarine, roughly 10 kilometers
east of . One merchant ship (700 tons

)

ly.

( c )
~" naval forces : None

.

(^) r~~ rraio intercept scrv: :_

1. At 1300 on 4 October minesweeper No. 59
ad motor mine r . 441 proceeding

f: trova t :a Bay with damaged
guardboar . 510 in tow.

v/egian lar ast: vei little radic
r _c to submari in t: rerational

.

3. Belushya/] destroyers "A" and
rs Nos

.

35, 2 ruardboat No. 505.
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4. A Russian destroyer (Northern V/atcrs)
is informed at 2145 on 12 October

that the freighter "Mariya Riskova" was
damaged and lay stopped in 70° 25'
490 00' E (AT 7453).

( e ) By G.I.S. stations : . .

IV . Current U-boat operations :

(a

)

Convoy operations : None

•

(b

)

Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic :

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord.

1730 In reply to message from U 713 (Gosejakob),
U 360 (Becker) sent radio message 1620/752 :

"Submerged yesterday between 1430 and 154c,
posit 5. or. 5568 - no. Today between 1100
and 1230, position 3911 - yes. Weather,
good visibility, 11 cbm."

He was therefore submerged during these
times, but only "hammered 1

' today.

1818 Dispatch, of radio message 1818/753 :

"1. "Gosejakob" to report by time short
signal exact period during which
"hammering" was heard.

2. "Becker" to report by short signal
whether he "hammered" at this time
while surfaced, which can be heard over
a considerably greater distance than
a Diesel,"

"Gosejakob" then reported in short signal
1910/754 that "hammering" was heard
between 1530 and 2230, while "Becker"
reported in short signal 1926/755 that he
had not "hammered", even on tne surface,
during this period.

( c ) Special operations by single boats :

U 355 (La Baumu ) on meteorological operation
"Krcuzrittcr" was sighted by meteorological
aircraft. Apparently the operation is going
according to plan.

V . Reports of successes : . .

-636-
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VI.

ceipt of teleprinter me
Command, Nava] Meteorological Division,

ief of Naval Meteorological Service 6:

"Subject: stallation of aut ic meteorological
transmitters

.

Reference? ""aval '. ar Staff H I960, , Most
jcret :f 18 September, 1943.

1. Ileteorological buoys for Jan Mayen and the
Barents Sea, ref i to in the above reference,
.11 leave Stettin for ITarvik in the steamer
eodosia' 1 at about 12 October. Inspector

uecker will be in charge of them. Istimated
time of arrival JJ Dictob.er.

2. n Regierungsrat" Neumann T/ill arrive in Narvik
for the operation on 25 October. 750 ton
-boat with three upper deck cor »s will

be r : me t ? ore 1 z gi : al buoys

.

5. The shore transmitte :e. 29 will be taken
along with the steamer 'Feodosia" to Narvik
.3 substitute for th shore transmitter on
ar Island. Time of operation depends on the

ice situation, prot .id of
begi

VII. Survey of the situation :

1. The ice situation north of Spitsbergen
to continue favorable for Kreuzritter"

•

2. The dc : to the oat in the Yugorski
Straits i = due to one of our mines.

(Signed)

14 October, 1945

-• U-boat positions and altc-.ti.ons cf position :

(a) Positions at 0800 :

rhe operational ar :..

.t : _ s :

U 713 3917)
d°pth °f SWe°P 3° miles '

U 737 SG 7590.
U 956 KG 78.
U 355 Spit n ("Kreuzritter").
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Atlantic

:

U 212, 309, 419, 420, 426, 470.

In port :

U 307 Hammorfcst,
U 277, 354, 387, 960 Narvik,
U 302, 625, 711 Trondhe ir

,

U 21
t

59, 629, 636, 58C n.

(b ) U-boats homeward and outward bound :

1G25 U 601 put in to Trondhcim froi rvik.
1625 U 705 put in to Trondhcim from Narvik.
0400 U 387 put out fr irvik fcr Harstad.
1810 U 387 put in to Narvik.
1830 U 960 put out from Narvik for Trondhcim.

-^* Air reconnaissance :

Flieger Fuehrer ] (East

)

;

1 Ju 88 on meteorological reconnaissance,
route Ice Fjord - Banak - Bear Island -

South Cape - Ice Fjord -7 , 5° E -

Banak, nothing to report. Flying route
and Ice Fjord not covered exhaustivol; .

4 FW 190 on armed shipping and airfield
reconnaissance of Fisher Peninsula and
Kola inlet.

Flieger Fu chr c r Lofoten :

No sea reconnaissance .

Flieger orth (West)

1 Ju 88 meteorological reconnaissance Vacrnes -

AA 9610 - 9860 - AE 5140 - Vaernc3, no y
sight in '.

1 FW 200 on special operation for "Bassgciger"

.

Aircraft crashed while taking off, one momb
of the crew (Dr. Brunner) was killed. Rest
of the crew slightly wounded.

m • Reports on the _

(a) By U-boats : n .

(b

)

By ai r reconnaissance

n in I'otka Bay, probably
merchant ship of 1000 - 1500 G. . . alongaido
the jett . Attack carried out on 20 - 25
.shing in the Chan Ruchi fishe:

station. 15 B. . . stroyed.

(c) By naval forces :
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( d ) By radio intercept service :

1. At 2145 on 12 October the destroyer ,!
A'' was

informed that the freighter "Mariya Raskova"
was damaged and lay stopped in AT 7453.

2. At 0800 on 13 October the motor vessel
"Polyarnik" sailed from Karmakuli (AT 4839)
for Belushya - due to arrive on night of
14 October. Lights are to burn from
midnight.

3. Norwegian polar coast: little radio traffic
. to submarines in the operational area.

4. Belushya/Kara Sea area: destroyers "Urltski"
"A"-, "B", "H", minesweepers Nos. 33, 35
and 38.

(°) By G.I.S. stations ;
' None.

IV . Current U-boat operations :

( a ) C onvoy operations: None.

(b

)

Operational measures to intercept enemy traffic :

2 boats in the Bear Island passage,
2 boats off Ice Fjord.

( c

)

Special operatiqns by single boats :

In radio message 1115/753 U 355 (La Baume

)

was informed that no ice was sighted by the
German Air Force on 15 October from
Reindeer Peninsula to 81° N, 40° E, and that
the ice limit was presumed to be 82° N.

( d

)

j.a scellancous :

Sailing order for U 960 (Heinrich) :

?'l. Put out from Narvik on the evening of
14 October. Report departure from Bogen
by time short signal on frequency "MC".

2* Proceed through Westf jord at a distance of
50 miles from the coast to HA 1 - Trondheim.

3. Radio wave "Anton" and Northern Waters very
long wave .

"

V. • ports of successes : None.

V I

.

Plans:

Dispatch of teleprinter message to Naval High
Command, Naval War Staff, Meteorological Division,
Chief of Naval Meteorological Service 6:

"In reply to your Most Secret 2118 of 13 October:
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1. Only 500 ton U-b re a .bio in
ether ation with

meteor . It is intend-:
to use e :>S7 or U 277, b in

•vik

.

2, It rcqr it Rcgierungsrat"
umann should para t ions in

accordance with Nava: r Staff's m ^e

)3t Secret H 1352/43, Chief of al
col 6, for the

construction of an auxiliary oy
the repair ship un" (Narvik,
Skjomcnf jord)

.

VII. Survey of situ _ l

.

Dispatch of telcprir s to Group
rth/Flcet

:

-boat situation c.rthcrr. . October
1943:

1. The folio: in the operatic n al
area are civ. for rel f:
U 713 by 63( , J 956 by 387, U 737 by 307,
U 360 277.

2. U 555, at c ,d on operation
rcuzrittcr ill be bransf i i to

the Atlantic after overhaul.

3. Toll ided for met '-gical

tasks

:

354 Hope Island. Afterwards intended
for relief of minelaying boat U 636
(appro: -vcmbcr).
U 387 will take out net
rhile on iti relieve U 956.

4. Boats at oper ] \dincss:
5 on 15 October, 1 , 5 on
15 November, 7 yn 1 E . Owing
to the lengthy per: :k required
by the boats after the summer operations,
it will take until the beginning of
December before two-thirds of the number
available will again t opera t 1

readiness at nd the same tiirk .

5. U 636 • for mine lying
operations , unless
further boat is withe
Ice Pjorc - Island paa

iat dat . Th oing
minela , ,

.'ill not be ready
until the beginr . This
suggosts that hird part of th
mine 1 bocauso

is to fr
the

»40-
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6. Admiral Northern Waters has been informed
and is in agreement."'

(Signed) Peters.

15 October, 1943

*-• U-boat positio ns and alterations of position :

(a) Positions at 0800 ;

In the operational area ;

Northern 7/aters :

U 360 proceeding from AB 3973 to AB 3568.
U 715 proceeding from A? 3917 to A3 3523.
U 737 KG 7590.
U 956 AG 73.
U 355 Spitsbergen ("Kreuzritter" )

.

Atlantic :

U 212, 309, 419, 420, 426, 470.

In port :

U 307 Hammerfest,
U 277, 354, 387 Narvik,
U 302, 601, 625, 703, 711 Trondheim,
U 255, 269, 629, 586 Bergen.

( b

)

U-boats homov/ard and outward bound :

U 960 proceeding from Narvik to Trondheim.

II. A ir reconnaissance ;

Plieger Fuehrer North (East),

1 Ju 88 flew over shortened route Banak - Bear
Island - South Cape - Ice Fjord - Banak, on
meteorological reconnaissance. t exhaustive.

Flieger Fuehrer Lofoten :

No sea reconnaissance,,

Flieger Fuehrer North (West) :

1 Ju 88 on met' 3 ;ical reconnaissance, route
Vaerncs - Jan Mayen AE 2614 - Vaernes, no enemy
sighting.
Almost exhaustive.

III. Reports on the onomy

;

(a) By U-boats : one*
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(b )

1 Ju 38 on male
in t

thr cruisers, one aircraft carrier, and
throe de 1020 in 9610, c mi-.

24 - .

1 Ju 88 sent t for bhe cr
rmation off tb

area between 61° and N and
re 1 - 5 ships by rad
in AE 9896.

( c

)

B

(d) By rad _3:

1« The destroyer "Grcmyashchi" is ext d
at .lushya.
The >r vosl lyarnik" put in t

Be lushya at i l 14 October.

in polar it: v. littl
radio traffic ; rincs in the
operational aroi . 15" mentioned

te

.

3. . 1us] ./Kara S mine pcrs
. 107, 53, 35 and 38, "A"

and "B"

.

4. Dili l: minesw . 31, 32,
40, 54, 59, 61, 62 and'

(e) l'-/ G.I.S. stati N 1 .

IV . Cv _ _ - bion

(a ) Co »ati i .

(b ) Operation _ _ fie

2 3 in the Bear I rid pass
2 boat 'f Ice Pi • .

2
~

J-_ /'7 Q2 dispati

"As far as ssib 1

until 28 Oct . Report
enduranc .-it i3 I

that tl] .

(c ) Special

U 355 (L Jal

"Kreuzrittor"

.

-t ...
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V • Reports of succe sses : ->nc •

V I . Survey cf the situation :

No comments.

(Signed) Peters.
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J IX II

Short reports

1. Short report from U 711 (L ), third operation.

2. Short report from U 387 (Buchlcr),

3. Short report from U 601 (Grnu), seventh operation.

4. Short -report frc 705 (Brunner), ninth operation.

5. Short report f U 960 (Hcinrich), second oporatj

6. Short report from U 277 (Lubscn), second operation*

7. Short report from U 307 (Herrle), second operation.
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APPENDIX Il/l

COPY

Teleprinter message :

1. Emergency. Laval War Staff, 1st Division.
2. Emergency. :

7aval War Staff, 2nd Division, C-in-C
U-boats, Operations.

3. Emergency. Group North/Fleet,
4. Emergency. Imiral Commanding U-boats.
5. Emergency. For information 13th U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as multiple address message .

Yellow - Most S ec ret .

Short report from U 711 (Lange), third operation

22 July, 1943 Put out of Narvik, 30 September put
in to Narvik.

28 July
to

3 August

31 July

1 August

From 5 August

12 August

27 August

6 September

Jeptei ber

11 Sept .mber

Ice reconnaissance north and east
of Novaya Zemlya.

At 1950 aircraft in AT 2884.

Reconnaissance of eastern approaches
to the Matochkin Straits.

Operational area AT 62/64.

At 1900 in AT 6467 a probable BV 138.
Otherwise no air activity.

At 0610 patrol vessel in AT 6196,
course 210°.
Fired fan of 3 torpedoes at 0714,
range 600, missed. Ran ahead of the
target

.

Fired single torpedo at 1301 in AT 6456,
range 300. Surface runner. Four
depth charges.

Took over provisions from "Brunner" in
AT 6149. Then proceeded to AS 42/43.

Continued passage to XA 73 and 81.

Reconnaissance of Nordenshelda Archipelago
Patrol in the Matiscna Straits.

14 September

15 September

XA 4834 reported ice limit as far as 100° '.

Eastern tip of Nansen Island: battery,
settlement and radio station.
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16, 17 and'
18 September

18 September

19 September

21 September

22 September

24 Sootember

As from
10 September

Alarm on one twin-origin
land plan . Course 340 .

Radio station "Pravdi" destroyed I

gunfire. Then com' turn pas.

At 0858 periscope in XA 717:..
At 0924 alarm on sighting ,fMBR 2".

Rcfv. i from M Grau" in AT 3277.

AT 6 .

Radio station Blagopoluchiya destroyed
by gunfire. Then return passage to
Andfjord via 3F 88.

echo-sounding gear out of order. Russian
data on depths unreliable - ran aground
four times.

Captain U-boats, Norway, Most ret 3265 A Op;
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APPENDIX I 1/2

COPY

Teleprinter message;

1. Emergency. aval War Staff, 1st Division«
2. Emergency. aval War Staff, 2nd Division,

C-in-C U-boats, Operations.
3. Emergency. Group North/Fleet.
4. Emergency. Admiral Commanding U-boats.
5. Emergency. For information 7th U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as multiple address message .

yellow - Most S ecret

.

Short report from U 587 (Buchler), second
operation, "Schatzgraber "

18 September

29 September

19 September
20 September

Put out from Narvik, 4 October put
in to Narvik.
Proceeded with the meteorological
ship "Kehdingen" via Tromso,
Hammerfest, and KG 9277 to A"F 4487.
Disembarked weather detachment and
equipment for alternative station to
be used in case of emergency.
Coastal reconnaissance of Alexandra
Land and north coast of Prince George
Land (? Crown Prince Rudolf Land):
coastline differed considerably from
that on the chart.

Task executed. Return passage with
the "Kehdingen" via Hammerfest. No
enemy sighting.

Drifting mines :-

AC 7249,
AC 4592,

type not identified, not sunk.

Captain U-boa ts, Norway , Mos t Secret 5284 A Ops
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APPENDIX 1 1/3

COPY

Teleprinter message :

1. Emergency
2. Emergency

3. Emergency.

Naval War Staff, 1st Division.
Naval Ear Staff, 2nd Division,
C-In- -boats, Operation:..
Group North/Fleet.

4. Emergency. Admiral Commanding U-boats.
5. Emergency. For information loth U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern Eaters (copy).

Clear as mu lt iple address message .

Yellow - I'.Iost Sec ret

.

Short report from U 601 (Grau), seventh operation

16 September

21 September

23 September

24 September

27 September

29 September

30 September

1 October

Put out from Hamnerfest; 7 October
put in to Kammerfest; 10 October
put in to Narvik.
Proceeded with U 960 via RF 89.

Refuelled from U 711 in AT 3278.

lelaying operation "Seemo've I"
carried out while surfaced. It is
possible that five mines have been
shifted by the current 1500 m.
westwards into the area of "Seemove II".

Returned with U 960.

Refuelled U 703 in AT 3278.
Joined group "Wiking" and advanced
via four position lines to attack
area off the Wilkitzki Straits,

Three patrol vessels in XA 7422,
course 75°.
One steam trawler in XA 7136,
course 220°.

U 960 (Keinrich) reported westbound
convoy in XA 731.: . At 2100 hydrophone
bearing in XA 7189.

0005 plumes of smok . Ad .d, convoy
on Siberian Sea routo consisting of
5 steamers, one ico-b nd threo
escorts. 1700 night attacl . Fired
F. . . circle run c*oi t rn at ici-
bi\ p turning towards us, ,100

.T. steamer tern of it. Pursue
th gunfire by ice-breaker for 17 minutes

until the range was 1000, Contact lost

.
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2 October Destroyed convoy. Icebreaker and tv/o

escort vessels escaped. Return passage
with "Heinrich' .

3 October Oiled U 703 in AT 3278.
Drifting mines in AC 4924, 6127, both
3ritish, old, covered with moss.

Captain U-boats, Norway, Most Secret 5418 A Ops
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APPENDIX II/4

COPY

Teleprinter message:,

1. Emergency. aval War Staff, 1st Division.
2. Emergency. Naval War Staff, 2nd Division,

C~in- -boats, Operation .

3. Emergency. Group North/Fleet .
'

4. Emergency. Admiral Commanding U-boats.
5. Emergency. For information loth U-boat Flotill .

6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as multiple addre ss message .

Yellow - Mos t

S

ocret .

Short report from U 705 (Brunner), ninth operation .

17 August

22 August

23 August

24 August
to

27 August

28 August

30 August
to

5 September

4 September

2 September

6 September

6 September
to

7 September

10 September

11 September
to

12 September

Put out from Hammerfcst, 10 October
put in to Narvik.
Proceeded to Uovaya Zemlya AT 5149,
landing place 3.

; up shore meteorological transmitter
terhard 11

. rraan Air Force personnel
taken over from U 601 (Grau).

Proceeded to landing place 1, AT 3278.

Ice reconnaissance northeast of
Novaya Zemlya.

Reconnaissance of Eihsamkolt Island.

Attack area AT 42, 43.

Heavy air patrol.

.de reconnaissance of Dikson harbor.

Handed over provisions to U 711 in AT 614 .

Attack area AT 62, 64 and 65.

Took on provision U 629 at landing
place 1.

tack 62.
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12 September

14 September
to

18 September

20 September
and

21 September

22 September

24 September
to

26 September

27 September

27 September
to

29 September

30 September

1 October

2 , October

4 October

7 October

9 October

Proceeded to landing place 1 on
account of forced landing of BV.

Reconnaissance of ice limit north of
Novaya Zemlya.

Refuelled from.U 601 and U 960 at landing
place 1.

Operated against eastbound convoy in AS 41

Ice reconnaissance north of Novaya Zemlya

Refuelled from U 601 (Grau) and U 960
(Heinrich) at landing place 1, together
forming Group "Wiking"

.

Proceeded via four position lines on V.
rest

Siberian Sea route to attack area XA 5357.

At 1227 operated against small westbound
convoy reported by "Heinrich" in XA 4897.

Pound convoy in AS 2452 at 0710 j advanced
Sank one steamer (4,200 G.R.T. type "Serge
Kirov") at 1510 in AS 2446. Two other
hits possible. Convoy lost.

Return passage via landing place 1.

Reconnaissance of Jelaniya roads.

Picked up three shipwrecked Russians from
Hope Island.

Put in to Harstad.

Captain U-boats, Norway, Most Secret 5575A0ps
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APPE

COPY

Teleprinter message :

1. Emergency.
2. Emergency.

3. Emergency.
4. Emergency.
5. Emergency.

Naval War Staff, 1st Division.
Naval War Staff, 2nd Division,
C-in-C U-boats, Operations.
Group North/Fleet.
Admiral Commanding U-boats.
For information 13th U-boat Flotilla

6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Clear as multiple address messap 3

.

Yellow - Most Secret .

Short report from U 960 (Heinrich), second
operation ( "Seeschlange 1

'

)

.

16 September

20 September

21 September

23 September

26 September

30 September

Put out from Hammerfest, 7 October
put in to Hammerfest, 10 October
put in to Narvik.
Proceeded via AF 8953 to AT 5277.

Submarine, probably Russian, in
AF 8853, divint

.

Refuelled U 703 (Brunner) in AT
3277. Continued passage via
AS 4151.

From 1639 to 1847, carried out
minelaying operation "Seoschlange 1"

submerged.
Patrol vessels in AS 4375. Proceeded
via AS 4151 to AT 3277.

Refuelled U 703 (Brunner). Passa t

with Group "Wiking" via four position
lines as far as Ru3ski Island.

At 0012 convoy in XA 4988, c

4 steamers, 1 ice-breaker, 3

vessel: . Sank four-masted
of 6,000 G.R.T. in XA 4898.
contact. ide contact a.

1 October in XA 7411. Sank
2,900 G.R.T. of typo "And:
steam tr- in AS 2712.
at 2100.
Return passage via AT 3277, flF 8852,
AF 79, AC 48.

ourse 240
escort

freight'
Lost

n at 0045,
freigt

" and one
Lost contact

2 October Flying boat typ 2 " in AS 2451
and 169 .
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16 September

18 September

20 September

Drifting mines :-

AC 4926, presumably Mark 3, thickly
overgrown.

AC 5391 Mark 20, overgrown, rusty.

AF 8865 Russian Mark 12, rusty,
overgrown.

Captain U-boats, Norway, Most Secret 5584 A Ops
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APPENDIX I 1/6

COPY
'

Teleprinter message :

Naval War Staff, 1st Division.
Naval War Staff, 2nd Division,
C-in-C U-boats, Operations,
Group North/Fleet.

4. Emergency. Admiral Commanding U-boats.
5. Emergency. For information 13th U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

1. Emergency.
2. Emergency.

3. Emergency.

Clear as multiple address messagt -

Yellow - Most Secret .

Short report from U 277 (Lubsen), second operation .

29 August

30 August
to

2 September

2 September

3 September
to

10 September

11 September

12 September

12 September
to

7 October

15 September

25 September

7 October

Put out from Hammerfest, 10 October
put in to Narvik.
Proceeded to attack area AB 3528,
Group "Monsun".

No sighting.

At 2124 British submarine in AB 3519.
Lost contact under water.

New attack area AB 2633.

Waiting position off Ice Fjord.

At 2258 surfacing submarine, British
"Taku" class in KG 7588,
No opportunity to attack.

In positions off and in Ice Fjord.

First reconnaissance of Barentsberg -

demolished, deserted. Coal Bay
inhabited.

Second reconnaissance of Barentsberg -

sentries, two 7cm. guns, two temporary
radio masts .

Relieved by U 737. Return passage
via AB 3490.

Hydrophone conditions in latitude of

Spitsb n excellent at this time of the
year.

Captain U-bo^tj, ;
' :rv;-;-.- >

v v t f •; 3419 A Ops
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-•.PJZI'IIX 1 1/7

COPY

Teleprinter r.essa

1. Emergenc; . aval War Staff, 1st Division.
2, . Naval War f, 2nd Division,

C-in-C U-boats, Operations.
3* Emergenc: -

. roup North/Fleet.
-^» Emergenc - . Admiral Commanding - :ats.
5* Emergenc-. ~or information 1st U-boat Flotilla.
6. Admiral Northern Waters (copy).

Hear as multiple address message' .

Yellow - Most Secret.

Sl'.ort report from U 507 (Hc-rrle), siccr.d operation .

4 September

11 September

8 October

Put out frc: rvik, 9 October put
lammerfest.

jceeded to operational area in the
st Siberian Sea route.

Search for the crash-landed BV
aircraft.' Jound in ~F 7538 and
handed over to U 255 (Harms).
Continued passage to the operational
area. Put about on receipt of order
by radio message. Occupied attack
area AB 3560.

Relieved by U 360 (Becker). No enemy
sighting.

Captain U-boats, ITorway, Most Secret 3c I

A Ops.
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APPENDIX III

COPY

Teleprinter message -

Immediate. Admiral Commanding U-boats.
Immediate. For information 11th U-boat Flotilla.

Clear as multiple address messa .

Most Secret.

References Your Host Secret No. 6177 U 1
of 8 October.

The withdrawal of all boats of the 11th U-boat
Flotilla and their allocation to western flotillas
raises the following problems which will have to be
settled once and for all:

1. Is it intended, and if so, when, to replace the
boats of the 11th U-boat Flotilla so as to ensure
its continued existence. For strategic and
administrative reasons as well as in the interests
of the personnel, we agree with the opinion of
Admiral Commanding U-boats that every effort should
be made to let the boats return to their bases in
Norway after they have completed their tasks in the
Atlantic. Whether this will be possible, either
at present or at some future time, cannot be
judged from our side, and will have to be decided
by Naval War Staff, 2nd Division.

2. As matters stand the 11th U-boat Flotilla is

merely a transit flotilla for a limited number of
U-boats. In a short time the available
accommodation and welfare services will no longer
be utilized.

3. It must also be decided whether the various
buildings now being erected at the base, and on
which at the moment a considerable number of men
are engaged, are to be finished at the same rate as
now. We are of the opinion that this should be
done

.

4. Further it must be decided wh r the capacity of

the dockyard at Bergen which at present is seven
boats, and which r 1 December will only be

partially utilj to bo maintained at its
present standard.

5. Is dockyard construction at Bergen, and especially
construction of I - it pens to be continued on the

same scale as previously intended.
The view here is that it should.
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6. The question of whether, and if so when, the
porsonnel of the 11th U-boat Flotilla are to be
transferred, depends on answers to questions 1-5.

7. In conclusion, it is my conviction that the present
smoothly working organization in the Norwegian theater
should not be broken up because it would interfere with
the operational state of men and material; rather
the 11th U-boat Flotilla should be re-established
with its own boats as soon as possible, retaining all
accommodation and repair facilities in accordance
with necessities as set out in paragraph 1.

8. In the interests of an efficient, well-planned
organization it is requested that in future Captain
U-boats, Norway, as the responsible authority for the
organization of the Norwegian theater, should be
consulted before measures of such a decisive nature
are put into operation.

Captain U-boats, Norway, Most Secret 5555
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