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" Prabandh was a vocal composition form, a systematic and organised type of
Giti (song) with sanskrit texts. The word "Prabandh” literally means anything well
KNIT or well fitted Pra + Bandh + Dhatra = Prabandh .In music Prabandh means a
combination of Dhatu and Ang. Prabandh form of vocal music emerged in the 11"
century because Jaideo has written "Geet-Govind" in the style of Prabandh.



Sarangdev also devoted a whole chapter to Prabandh in his "Sangit-Ratnakar". He
maintains that there are four components of a prabandh, viz........ udgraha,
Melapaka, Dhruva and Abhoga. The prabandh style of music enjoyed great

popularity upto the 13" Century. From the 14" Century Dhrupada began to take its

place. The present form of Dhrupada is an envolved form of prabandh style."1
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