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“JALHIND," 13 our National
Salutation, as Indian meets
Indhan;

The TRICOLOUR with the!
°
Charkha is our National Flag;

Tagore's song ‘JAYA-HO’ has
become our National Anthem;

The TIGER, with its association
of Tipu Sultan-—assumes the
position of our Emblem;

*CHALO DELHY’ 13 our War Cry,
and ‘INQUILAB ZINDABAD' &
*AZAD-HIND ZINDABAD'

are our Slogans;

“VISWAS-EKTA-BALIDAN'
—Faith, Unity, Sacrifice,—
1s our Motto "

ARZ! HUKUMAT-e-AZAD HIND
(PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF FREE INDIA )



Co all Gellow Rebels
vin Tndia and outside
who fought the sccond
Wer of Fudian independence

1942-1945



INTRODUCTION,

MY recent trip to Burma and Siam not only afforded me con-
tacts with men and material connected with the Azad Hind
Government of Subhas Babu but I also recerved special at
tention of many other contacts after my arrival home That is how
the maternal hike the present publ €01 be d and
I am dehghtful to see that 1t receives the publicity that it
deserves so richly
History 1s & sort of research from varied material the veracit
of which the historian has got to weigh and test hmmgalcliag
no personal contacts either with the events or with the indivi
duals involved A diry 1s generally a day to day chronicle of
events seen and observed personally by the chronicler A diary
1s therefore a lustory with greater sanctity of veramity I am
heref b of thus diary will be appre-

sure e that the
aated by the general publie

Let me emphasize once again that the present publication
is a chromcle of events pure and sunple and Is meant as su
If 1t were the times of war I would have advised the publisher
not to publish 1t lest 1t may affect the conduet of war But now
war bemg over such a chronicle should be recorded immediately
before the memories grow faint and clements of exaggeration
or glomification creep inta i  The present publication has tried
to avoid both

A word about Subhas Babu and his Azad Hind Government
There are people in India who do not like the step thit Subhas
Babu fook about the formation of hs Government etc They
are entitled to their view But even they and the worst of his
opponents must accept in fairness the loftiness of the motivey
of Subhas Babu_the historic risk he took and the sublime sacrie
fice that he made in his venture of the Azad Hind Gosernment

We have been disarmed by our rulers for the Iist tvo
hundred years our nation s afraid to handle arms we feel
we cannot arm curselves and fight for our freedom Subhas
proved to us and to the world that alf that nen pusness Is moment-

ary %e even the merchints and clerks amongs! us even the
girls could be armed and could fight IHe solved for us the

e {0 the Innguare question—
and what not? His experiment in Fast A.{a §s o neo sign of
guidance for the future work for our nation Yes his Fast Asian
experiment of Azad Government tiught us a lot ard opened our
cyes Ve feel we are tougher better and rore desersing of our
freedom Our country owes to him o debt Ve did owe him
much for what he did {n India but s e owe him much mere very
sery much more for what he did {n East Asia

SUBHAS DABU ZINDABAD! INQUILAB ZINDABADI JAI HIND
. »
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September 29,71945.

Dear Brother,

I am sending you valuable material, my
diary for the critical period of our struggle for
Indian freedom. [f you think it would be
useful for the cause of our country, you are

free to make any use you like of it.

If you wish to publish anything out of it,
you are free to edit it in any way you think
proper.

There is only one condition 1 shall make.
It must help the cause of freedom of our

country, That assured, you are the absolute
master of the material that | send to you.

Jai Hind!

Yours sincerely,

M
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Here are some leaves from the diary of an unknown daughter
of India, an eye-witness of the glorous epic of The Indian Frees
dom Movement 1n East Asia

She watched the precipitate collapse of the British Empire in
the stormy days of December 1941 and onwards She saw the
Yellow Hordes sweep Malaya and Burma from end to end; she
was present at the birth of the Revolution which quickly took
concrete shape in the Provisional Government of Free India with
its irdependent army—the Azad Hind Fauj of Immortal fame,
She was not only there at the mement of the uncertain dawn of
the Movement, but she lived through the blaze of noon tide, and
saw the lengthening shadows of the sureet merging into the
creeping darkness of the coming black night

‘This is no 1dle journal of an arm-chair egotist, the vapourings
of a Society dolil, nor the swoops of a well-truned rews-hound
It is the straightforward, first-hand, matter-of-fact account by
an Indian Womnn Resolutionary, who took up the gun to fight
with the Ran{ of Jhans{ Regiment.

She hoas ro use for literary embellishments ¥er ore anxlety
is that the echo of “JAI-HIND ™ and all that it meant to thirty
lakhs of fighters for freedom, shall ring true In our owm country

All we have done is to carcfully remove rames of workers and
such materfal as may not bear publication for obvious reasons,

~Ths Ediiors.
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THE FLYINZS-P/N
February 1, 1942,

I have determined to keep a regular diary of the stirring
events that are happening so fast all around me. [ have always
wanted to keep a diary. But the good resolve lasts for some
weeks, and then is forgotten,

The European conflict of giants stemed far away,—thou-
sands of miles which felt like mullions of miles. But with one
sweep the Far East has also been engulfed. The mighty British
Navy has now practically withdrawn from our waters in the
Pacific.  The East is being lost. . The British sun, which is never
supposed to set, will have no place to rise in. Naturally ic will
2lways be ser ),

Everyone is now realising that the British Empire is not,

impregnable, that defeat and disgrace can also besmicch its flag.
On 7th December last year the Japs struck the inicial blow at
Pearl Harbour. Guam fell on 13th, Wake-Island on 22ndY
Hongkong on 25th," Mamlla on 2nd Janvary. Penang is in Ja
hands from 20th December.  Ipoh, the fin industry base, fell o
29th December. The invincible British Imperialists are now o
the run. The airways and the sea-routes are crowded to suffoca-
tion with retreating human rabble, who are no more cast in the
mould of a lion but resemble the frightened mouse in its precipi-
tate flight. " The Japancse are close on their heels. Rumours and
stories of atrocities scep into my ears, the horror and panic round-
al?out.mc grips me too,—and I also want tg run.

But run where? “To whom? And how? No, ¥ shall noe
run. [ shall stay where Fam. Let not my husband find me gong
when he arrives.  Let him not think [ soughe safety leaving him
in danger. He said he would meet me in Singapore. In Singa-
pore I shall wait for him, even if the skies collapse. s

L
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. N JAI HIND

I have already procured a smalf bottle of Potassium Cyanide,
If clie Japs aceenpe to molest my body, I shall not be helpless. [
wonder where you are, miy bushand ¢ If you hear me, beloved,
know that [ shall nhot quake before the most ruthless toreurer,
I shall keep the honour and prestige of your family name
untainted, - "

Singapore is becoming very expensive indeed. Prices have
isen abrormally. " Everything is dear and food items make the
siggestehole in my meagre money resources. [ must look for a
job. But what Job,—when the ground on which you stand is
rocking with threatened earthquakes ?

February 2, 1942

The Japanese have been seeping into Burma from the Thai
end. Mergui, Tevoy and Moulmein are under bombardment.
Moulmein is already in Jap bands. Martaban is making heroic

efforts.—All in vain?

People are ru?ming away,—deserting the sinking ship of
Malaya. The victorious' Japs are having evidently a walk-over.
The British Officers, their 'wives, their children, are all going or
gone. A three-pronged assault from Batu Pahar, Kluang and
Mersing is advancing on otr city and choking us off from the
«est of Malaya, Shall we be able to prevent their taking the
city ? Pegu the.Sitrang Valley in Burma are already invested

by the Nippon troops. : .
The authorities dechare that ’Si’ngapor; is * img?cgnablc -

Nobody>believes them. Their prestigé js durt. But their arrogance

against the Malayans and Indians has not reduced one jota,

vaacualion—gvncuaﬁén—thcrc is no talk except of people on the
mdve, going—going, anywhere—aithout a destination, any-
where—excepe whre the hands of the Japs can grasp them,
. A ’
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THE FRYING-PAN

1 believe half the popullntion of I:;dians will have lefe Malaya
before the Japs take over Singapore, What sheep we have heen
reduced to under the yoke of Bntish slavery !

February 15, 1942

I did not have time to write for the last few days. The
inevicable has happened. The *Uncrackable Nut’ has been
cracked.  Singapore is no more a British bastion. Singapore’s
naval base cost 30 million pounds to build. Now the Jap soldiers
have taken charge of Singapare harbour. 15,000 British, 13,000’
Australidns, along. with 32,000 Indun troops surrendered today.
Thus passes into the hands of the Japs a population of 50 lakhs
and the picturesque territoties of Malaya.

People are scared. But no less than six or seven persons
greeted me in the street and expressed their relicf that the Japs
were not yet misbehaving. Malaya, the largest producer of tn and
rubber—38%, world’s tin and 43% wocld's Tubber—is now in‘
Jap possession. .

I must take stalk of the whole situation. Am [ glad that the
Japs have been successful ? 1 cannot honestly say I am. Mr, |
—was exphining to me bis reasons’ for being glad. His is a
positive atritude, as against mine. Possibly [ want to be more
circumspect and watch and see how the new bugs in the Malaya
bed trnoue. .|

« L
Mr. J—was talking from first-hand information, he “said.
He told me about the recent sheoting of labourers on the Bricish
estates in the north.  Their crime was that they asked for an in-
" crease in wages to balance the higher war prices. * He was very
, indsgrage sbout dhe pre-censocskip Jevigd an Indita precses witen
Britsh-owned went free. oo X
I “mysclf know of instances. of colour-bar which rankle ia
Indian minds. The Singapore S\?vﬁﬁming Clab was one of the ex-,
clusively preserved Europedn ‘resorts. Indians ‘were not allowed,
. . X
e 8



—

JAI HIND

Indian Officers protested and grumbled so loudly that at last they
were admutted but they were not allowed to enter the swimming
pool  What would happen 1f Indian and English Officers swart
in the same pool together ? Pure snobbery |

Ate you safe, my P—? Lec me confess to you, I am afrad
—afrad that something may have happened to you I cannot
sleep or sit at ease for 2 monent I must know, | must hnow
how you are—wlicre you are .,...

AND THE FIRE
February 17, 1942

The whole of the Indian Community 1s excited and awake
The buzz of endless emphasis cables thumped, hands wildly
gesuculaung—one would think 1t 15 mass hysteria of one did net
know the cause

Today Major Fupwara of the Jap Military Headquarters sent
for 2 number of promunent Indians  There was pin-drop silence
1n the crowded drawing room when they came back and narracel
what had eanspired  They explaned that Major Fupwara had
been hindness persontfied ~ He had politely explained that the
mulicary mughe of England had been deale moreal blows, thar chis
was an 1deal tune for Indians to nise and strike for thewr country’s
freedom, that Japan was prepared to help Indians i every way,
Even though Indians were Briush subjects and thus technically
enemy natonals, the Japanese know thar Indians are mot Brish
subjects from choce  The Japanese Army would not trear them
as enetmes, but was prepared to treac them as friends of they
repudiated British navionality He suggested that if Indians would
form an Indcpendence League, he would be able to give all facr.
hties for the work.

The Jesders had not been of one mind, and quite 2 number
sq:pccted the motnes of the }:Ps So dg replied ghas shey

4



AND THE FIRE

were very thankful for the offer, but they must discuss the pro-
blem and then meet him again a few days later,

Sull no news of you, my husband ! 1 keep a brave face, laugh
and joke, and try to keep occupied with the prevalent enthusiasm
for discussion. Nobody suspects the worry that eats me. But
my heart 1s beating every second your name—the ‘japa” is never-

ending : God ! Keep him fit—keep him well—guard over him |
February 21, 1942

Our leaders have sent back a cautious reply to Major Fuji-
wara. They have said that it 1s essential n taking such a grave
decision that they must consult leaders of the Indian community
all over Malaya, They have also apprised him about the existence
of the Centeal Indan Association of Malaya and suggested that
its President, 511 N. Raghavan be brought to Singapore for con-
sultations.

~

So by the first week of next month a consultation between
all Indian leaders of Malaya is Iikely to take place. Opinion in
Singapore is sharply divided, though the majority favours the
formation of the Indian Independence League and putting thé
Japs to the test of their promises.  We can make 1t olain thit wé
shall work enly and solely for Indian Independence,

But some believe that the British will yet come back, Se w;
must * wait and watch "~—at least for 2 month or two. Cautious |
February 23, 1942

1 have just heard the story of how the Japs took * impreg-
nable™ Singapore. Sti K—learnt it from our Indian Mi itary
Officers whom he met in the Prisoners of War Camp.

Singapore,—our Sinha-pur {City of the Lion)’_w out-
flanked by the Japs. It was certainly impregnable if
from the sea. But from the Jand-end, it wal: clgu!d's pllay,amd(ed

N



¢ :JalHIND
. johosc wat to have been defended by the Australian troops
under Gen. Bennett. They however fell back into Singapore |

But our water-supply is from Johore. When the Japanese
cut off the city’s water supply, there was nothing to be done bue
to surrender.,

. ‘Military imbeciles"—that is how ‘[’hc Indian Officers des-
cribed those who declared Singapore to be *impregnable ™. S
K—said that there is no doubt that the Brtish generals have been
completely out-witted by the Japanese, that modern strategy in
war was unknown to them. To forget that Thailand was the
man highway to Malayd ! Even a child could look at the map
and see it,

He said that when the Japs began their offensive from Kota
Dahru, the Briush Army did not have a single tank in Malaya.
Tt had no real panzer unic. It had a small number of armoured
cars, but even these were the battered remnants of Palestine. Some
of then were twinty-five years old, useless againse modern bullets
and only good as exhibiion pieces 10 miots, when both sides
belong to unarmed races. Even the heavy machinc-guns were
not available in these armoured cats. No wonder the Japs juse
walked through. .

And the iron had sunk deep even in the civil ranks of the
Govétnmént of Malaya. 1 mysclf witnessed how the arrogant
Beatish and other white-skinned * Birra-Sahabs ™ danced and orga-
nized pahic parties every night and regaled chemselves in Singa-
poré, &7en whén the Japs had conquered half of Malaya.

-+ Sti Keemremembers the interview Brool:e-Poph:m, the British
Can-C of Far East, gave five days before the Jap attack on Malaya,
Pearl Harbour and Manila. It was the 3cd of December. He
says the words of the.Cin-C sull ring in his ears: “ Tojo is
scratchung his head.  The Japs are ac their wit's end and do not
know which way to turd. -Japan has no decided policy. Japan

6



AND THE FIRE

dare pot attack the British or the Americans We shall teach
them a lesson 1f they dare to attack us.  We are ready for them.”

And the Japs dared. They Sink the Prince of Wales and
the Repulse—the two top-notch battleships—as if they were
paper boats tn a b

Has the Britsh lon teally prepared his grave? It seems
very much so.

- | February 28, 1942

News news-great pews ae last] Pis in the Pusoners of
War Camp It seems hus unit had no option but to surrender to
the Japs They had the choice of usclessly being mawed down
by tanks, heavy artillery actions and air attacks, or surrender. No
wonder they surrendered  They had neither enough guris nor
arr support And the Austalians had withdrawn and exposed
their fank.,

I am told the men had tears in their cyes when they were
asked to lay down their arms.

But the great thing 1s that P—is safe and sound 1 have
written an application to the Commandant I have asked to sce
huim, to send him food—clothes—books to read—and whatever
may be his needs.

I am assured he will soon be free—because as soon s the
Indian Independence League 1s formed, Indians shall be the first

concern of Indians
I must record another hink in the chain of evenrs  Sri Rash

Behan Bose by wired to the leaders here to go to Tokyo for a
conference.

7



JAI HIND

March 11, 1942

My ptor diary ! I had forgotten you I must record all
the news anyway

P—is well I have seen hum  His face lighted up with
spontincous joy when he saw me m the Commandants Office
He has suffered I could not helo noticing the hines of care on
his face the shght tremor 1 his nngers  P-—old me how the
Jap Command had outwitted and out strategied his commanders
by novel wnfltzation taccs  They made a series of fandings on
the west-coast but always 1n the rear of our lines and so forced
the pace of rerrear into a rour  His commanders were puzzled
and could not make out head or tail of the strategy

Rangoon 15 in Japanese hands! It was evacuated by the
Britsh four days back Rangoon of the golden Shwe Dagon
Pagoda where two hair of Lord Buddha are bunied, 1s now Jap
territory

The first Conference of Indians has come off It was held
yesterday and the day beforc —herc in Singapere I must not
call 1t Singapore any more e ts Syonan—the Light of the
South  That 1s the new name the Japs have given it~ 1 worhed
for the Conference as a vol Delegates came from all’over
Ma'aya and a spnnkling from Thatland too St Rash Behan
Bose had asked for an official delegation from Malaya and That
Jand for the Tokyo Conference  The Japs were very keen on it,
But our leaders have decided to proceed wanly  They appointe i
on'y a Goodwill Mission snstead  Thev do not wish to commut
themselves 1n advance to any course of action that may be adopted
at Tokyo In the meanwhile they are pressing the local Jap
commanders to free all Indians from the Jails

March 23 1942

I have seen P—quite often by now  He eefls me there 1s
heare scarching discussion between the azemy” men msde the

!



AND THE FIRE

Camp. The majority of the men are declaring that if they are
asked to join the Japs, they will say a flat “no,” But of they ae
allowed to make a bid for the freedom of Indta, of the Japs help
them to organise an army to Liberate India from Brish Impegal-
1sm, then they will willingly do so.  But they want to be assured
about this. They say ther military oath 1s to ther country.
P-—says that increasingly this point of view 1s becoming popular,
But they are very suspicious of Jap intentions. They have wie-
nessed Jap cruelties to the Chinese, and do not Iihe their fasaist
ways They want clean hands to defend and fight for frecdom.
They want an Indian army, manncd and commanded by Indiaa
Officers for Indian freedom  Otherwise they are prepared to die
—stagnatc and dic—suffer and die.  P—say s the men will never
consent to be Jap tools, even though hatred of the British Impe-
nalise 1s unwversal and deep-seated. Datnotsm is very strong
amongst thgm.

News has just come on the radio, Andaman Islands have
been stormed and oceupied by the Japs today. Has the invasion
of Inda begun ?

March 31, 1942

The Tokyo Conference of Induns in Japan, China Malaya,
Thatland, has been held  Sti Rash Bchan Bose presidea It lasted
from the 28th 1o the 30ch  The plane from Thaland carry g
Indian representatives met with an acadent. The very much
respected Swamn Satyananda Pun met hus death in ¢he crash,—
a great loss !

The Conference deaded to start the Indian Independence
League with the object s ** To secure independence complete and
free from foreign domination, mnterference or control of whatever
nature.”

One of the most important decsions is to raise an Azad Hird

Favj.



Jal miND

The Conference also decided to convene a full representative
conference of all East Asian Indns at Bangkok i June This
Conference would officully inaugurate the Indian Independence
chguc and elect 1ts Council of Action

Well done, my countrymen  You walked into the very den
of the lion 1 Tokyo and manfully made your decisions for safe-
guarding the best interests of our country.

P—, the day 15 near when I can bring you home and look after
ou  Yes, freedom from the Camp s round the corner. It can-
not be put off much longer now, And yet I fecl so jumpy, lest,

lest . ...

Apnl 13, 1942

P—is stdl i the Pusoners of War Camp  There 15 calk
everyday—every Iqrig day—abour their releass But our leades
“who returned from Tokyo after the Conference have advised the
men not to preaipucate any decision  They wane that every action
that 1s taken should be practically unammous  There 1s yet
no definite public undertaking given by the Japanese about Indian
freedom and the role of the Independence League

So—more waiing It 1s sickening to wait,

But 1n the meanwhule, I have taken up active wotk A con-
ference of all branches of the I I L in Malaya has been called
at Syonan on the 22nd of this month  And I manage to keep
myself occupied with work  But when I get home!

The Chinese 2re evidently the bete noire of the Japs  They
are hated by the Malays too  There arc several rumours afloat
of torture and malereatment of Chinese by the Jap miheary

My botdde of Por. Cyanide 15 stll with me.~—constantly=

10
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* AND THE T'IRE

Apnl 26, 1942

The All-Malayz Conference lasted for three days: 22nd,
‘23cd and 25th. A central body to co ordinate, supenate aad con-
trol the functioning of the various branches has come inta exict
tnce. Health, socul welface, medieal rehef, aad political
Brganittional woth will be done. Ic shall be the aim of cazh
branch to activise every Indian in its.sezer.

1 was baving 2 lang tezea-tete with St R He is a fire
upright man. He said: " Conquest gives no pastpest to any.
body to own my mind. He may control my body, buz Le shall
fail to govern my mind. My judgment, my tcason, my will o

, ace, my preferences and my prejudices, these are my own empire.
Force of arms, conquest by brute strength, has no influence over
je. 1 prefer death to'mental slavery theough physical conqrese.”

Yes. T agree with him. T told him he can count on atleast
tno as his folloners, P—and myself, R

The oil fields of Yenang Yaung fell to the Japs on 2kh Aps
The Japs base declared thae d‘.c)? will be in f'ur:ticnm:'[zéi
in six months’ time. L

’ I listened to the.RBéshin Radio and heard S:i Subk

Evenybedy in Singapere hexrd him. [ sac v.i:f;‘m; 3;211312;1'5
note-book. I shall pue down some of Ins exacr uo‘ds.. E n
a5 1 wrote them down in strokes and dashes and dots l. d ;"m
the ‘f’ow:r of his oratery. 1f le came Lere 3o w o I;J b:m o
day for 2ll of us. o 3 freae

. “Inspite of British prorazands it shou

}I\ink‘xn_: Indians thazin Sxfnii‘:d:w:fl:i}‘l:\gi bhi;d bcl < oall righe-
the en:m';: n!;c-; has “F:rﬂ't:d ber for over 2 hu::d:dm; z—ncmy.
re who suchs the Lfe bload of Metker Indig, B yeass, the
rialism.. L. s Butish Impe.
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JAI HIND -

"I am not an apologist of the Tripartite Powers ; that is not
my job, My concern is with India.......,.. When British
Imperialism is defeated, India will get her freedom. If, on the other
hand, British Imperialism should somchow win the war, then
India’s slavery would be perpetuated for ever. India is therefore
presented with the choice Ectwecn freedom and slavery. She
must make her choice...... :

* Britain's paid propagandists have been calling me an enemy
agent. [ need no credentials when I speak to my own people.
My whole life is one long persistent, uncompromising struggie
against British Imperialism, and is the best guarantee of my bona-
fides........ All my life 1 have heen the servant of India.” Until
the last hour of my life I shall remain enc. My allegiance and
loyalty have ever been and will ever be to India alone, no matter
in which part of the world 1 may live...ccuuv..

*If you make a dispassionate and objective study of different
theatres of war to-day, you will come to the same conclusion as
myself—that nothing on earth can prevent the rapid collapse of
the British Empi}c ........ Already the outposts in the Indfan Ocean
have passed out of the hands of British sea power......Mandalay
has fallen and Allied troops are practically expelled from Burmese

50ilinsnes

* Countrymen, when the British Empire is disappearing, the
day of India’s deliverance approaches. I want to remind you that
in the year 1857 began India's first War of Independence. In
May 1342 has begun her last War of Independence. Gird up
your loins. The hour of India’s salvdtion is at hand....... .

* Azad Hind! To fight and win India’s liberty, and
then build up in India, with full freedom to determine her

own future—with no interference ! Free India will have a

social order based on the eternal principles of Justice, Equalicy

and Fraternity......."



AND THE FIRE

The Lion of Bengal roared from Berlin, [ was theilled, He
has a knack of putting things simply, ‘of posing questions which
strike the anermost chords in us. | should fove to hear lum as
I see lum, When will that be? The day may not be far off
now,

May 10, 1942

I have been touring with the leaders on behalf of the IL I. L.
We are recruung members and explamning the need for the
League.

Total membership has reached the figure of 95,000, The
states of Penang, *Perak, Kedah, Selang Negn Sembilan
Malacca and Jehote have organised branches and 22 sub-branches.
Selangor has established the biggest relief camp for the sick and

_the poor. In Perak, negotmtions are afoot to settle Induns on
the land of the Sunger Manik Scheme.

I am so happy that P—understands me and my need to be
active 1 a cause which alone can securé his freedom and the
freedom of our Motherland. Gene are the days of seclusion and
unofficial purdah. I feel free—Azad |

1 must record two important events. Lashio fell into Jap
hands on 29%h Apail and the Burma Road 1s sealed.  Mandalay
fell on the first of May. 1 am told the destruction from the
air has been colossal in Mandalay, Pretty Mandalay, you are in
rumns | Another beauty-spot of the East has been sacrfice to
the Gods of War!

June 24, 1942

I fecl dead tired, physically tired. We have just returned
from Bangkok. A conference of Indians from all parts of East
Asia assembled there,  Full ene-hundred deleg ded. The

¥
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JAI HIIND

Conrerence began on the 15th and ended only yesterdsy  Men
ame from Java, Sumatra, Indo-China, Borneo Manchulus,j
Honghong  Burma Malaya and Japan  Represcntauves of thel
Prisoners of War' also treended

The I I L 15 now officually launched  Its constirution has
Baan drafted and adopted  Its motto 15+ * Umgy, Faith Sacnie
nee —uny of all Indians under onc organisauon, faith 1n the \&f'
immednte achierement of Indun Independence and saenfice 1o
the point of death for the goal of freedom

The Conference laid down  fadia 15 one and indivisible,
all activities shall be nat onal 1n charater,~—s~ctiona! communal
or religious basis 15 taboo , the programme and plan of action stall
b2 in hine with the aime and 1ntentions of the Indun Nauonal
Congress , the framing of the Tuture consutution of India would
b; donz only by the freely clected seprescatatnes of the people
of India

The Conference alo dearded to ogames the Arad Hind
Tauy under the direct conerol of the Counal of Action of the
League  Tte Fayy muse be 2-corded the powers ard satus of 3
Free Natonal Army of Independent Indiz on 2 foorng of equd!
with the Army of Japan  Je 1s Iad down 11 clear cozms ' 30 the
Fauy shall be used only for operarions aeamst focergny 4 Indi
for the purpose of secunng and safeguarding Indian N sonaf
Ind-pendrnce and for no echer purpere.

The Counnl of Action 18 to corur of 3 Pres Jere 2 forr
memiwes of wham two v'ull be fom Azsd Hend Faup So Pashy
Pohars Ba e is clecte d the Fooe Prenderr wuh 5o N Fastain
A K Meon Capt. Mctan Sophand Gt G Q G b
strerheny

The Cor neil f Acten Fstbern e a peene man ity
U Ty B N T e I L R
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timed that it synchronises with a revolution in India, with a simul.
tancous upheaval 1 the Briush Indian Army.

The Conference has demanded a formal declaration : imme-
diately on the severance of India from the Brish Empire, the
Japanese Government shall respect cthe territorial integnry, and
recogause the full sovereigary of {ndia,~free of any foresgn 1nflu-
ence, control or interference of a poliical, military or economucal -
nature,

No Indian shall be classed as enemy alien nor our property
confiscated by the Japs as enemy property.

The Conference adopted the National Flag of the Indian
National Congress as its Hag.

We have also requested that Sri Subhas Bose be given facili-
ties to reach East Asia and lead the Indian Independence Move-
ment pessonally, B

P—expects that the majority in the Prisonets of War Camp
will now decide to jon the Azad Hind Fauj and the I. L. L.
There is a widespread demand from civilians to jomn the Fauj, and
they are to be allowed to do so. Some of us women workers are
also keen on jomng, But the leaders are not sympathetic to the
proposal, ’ .

1 think the ex-Army men are quite, justified in joining the
Eauj, After all, the Oath of Loyalcy is to their country, The
men are cerrainly entieled o go their own way and implement
their oath of service to their country as best as they can.  And of
they decide in favour of the Fauj as the best vehicle, then they are
thoroughly justificd. ' T e

India, Mother-land,—how these two words

heard the sPcakcrs at the Conference, with grcaltmfrltr:ntrir;;! II ‘
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. JAT TIIND,
was moved ta my roots. India has outlived the smashing up of
her repeated yearnings for freedom. In spite of a hundred and
filty years of foreign unbroken rule, she still yearns—and ycarns
with greater intensity chan before. India has witnessed her best
sons and daughters being ground down in poverty and misery,
their one erime being that they sought to free their motherlanil,
—All fighting for the same cause, destined to the same ignoble
fate, every time at the hands of the same torturer! And yee
always a new generation has drawn unquenchable hope from the
graves of the dead, and fought again the same fight. And the
cy:le of fight and death has gone on and on, never-ending, in-,
exhaustible.  We have refusced to be cowed down, Wuth in-
domicable persistency we have kepe alight the fire of liberty in
our hearts. ' We were reduced to a nation of “ clerks and coofies ”
but the fire still burns bright. We were killed off in mllioas
by famine and flood year after year, And yer we have managed
to pass on the tiny spatk to our children. And again and again
the tiny spack has burst out into flames. Once again we are
summoned by history to a conflagration. And we are ready to
make ourselves living torches to set alight this vicious prison which
is impcrialism. - N

Angust 11, 1942

News that is ominous thunder before a mighty storm has
reached Syoman today. The Indian National Congress has de-
manded at an ALC.C. meeting in Bombay that all forcignars
must quic India. Mahatma Gandhi has declared * Do or Die”
to all patriots, ** Do nof wait for lead from leaders, do what you
think right. do what you chink shall bring us freedom "—thar is,
in shoct, his clacion call.

. He too realises that today is the opportune moment +»
snatch our freedom. That was the conclusion of our Bangkok
Conference.  Werare much selieved to find that we are on the

track \vl3ich is app.rovcd by the Congress,
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AND THE FIRE
~  'The British Government Has arrested Congress leaders, high

and low. But now we know that on the other side of the border
are active participants. We fecl fortified 2 thousand times,

- vt September 16, 1942

News hrs begun to percolate here of happenings in India.
A vast spontancous revolution is afoot. Every corner is affected.
We must now hasten quickly with our work at this end. British
Imperialism is tottering. Its Jast hour has struck. We shall
soon relicve the White Man of his Indian burden.

Our work in Malaya is gaining ground, The membership
of the League has reached the figure of 1,20,000. The sub-
branches are also on the increase. The number has gone upro

forty.

Drizes of all things ate soating. There & a lat of money,
—the Japs are printing notes by the thousand. The old dolfar
could buy ten times more than what it can do today. If our
League was not there to succour Indians, how many would have

dicd by starvation |  Especially the lot of the labourers is pitiable.

October 1, 1942

We heard the Congress Radio from Bombay on 42,34
Thrilling! Free India is calling the world to }\'vitncss its r;le];ers!m

We heard today that Subhas Babu is Jikel
Asia in the near future. Our Council of tl\:tv'.)::nmisr:‘;:ig?“
sugghng with the Japs to build up a firseelass Indian Army.
ings do not scem to be going as smoothly as anticipated,
ete is yet no reply to the Bangkok Conference resolutio !["s ,

Will che Japs play false? T see the T ion i
P—'s cyes .and nervous straiped _bchavieo;I:wghn:lrll ?:;: olrxla:':
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to face treachery again?- But I Have hopes—I am an optimist.
Subhas Babu will be able to turn the scales.

October 17, 1942

~ DP—has beeh very busy. He has been discussing—discuss-
ing—discussing—from motn till night—and then through most
of the night, with fellow officers—with the canks—about the
formation of the Indian National Army.

The L 1. L. has appealed to civilian Indians to join the Fauj.
It is a voluntary business, though some say that the League
should conscript every able-bodied Indian. I have heard from P
~~that certain Indian Officers are standing out, refusing to join
the Fauj and hindering its formation. They say that they ate
senior to so-and-so, and will not serve under him. This is dis-
graceful. Have they no sense of duscipline? Must they try to
foist the seniority rank of the British Army on us Indians fighting
the fight for freedom?  Fie on them !

The Council of Action has recruited nearly 50,000 out of
56,000 Prisoners of War for the Fauj. It has warned mischicf
makers and asked them not to thwart the work of the Fauj.

November 3, 1942

Relations with e Jap High command are deteriorating.
The Council of Action has uncquivocally demanded non-intere
ference in its work by the Iwakuro Kikan, the lizison department
of the Jap Army,

. The clash is on a clear issue—whick the Kikan date not
openly declare. The Kikan wants to use the Indian movement
e purpess A T sggessive nfearon v Tnlie, e
Council of Action is resisting—resisting valiantly, if what I heard
from Sri R—is true.

We are completely at the me;cy of the Japs. We have no
arms—our property and moncy, can be snztchcéJ away tomorraw,
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to face treachery again? But I Have hopes—I am an optimist,
-Subhas Babu will be able 1o tumn the scales.

October 17, 1942

* P—tas been very busy, He has been discussing—discuss-
ing—discussing—from morn tll night—and then through most
of the night, with fellow officets——with the' ranks-—about the
formation of the Indian Nationa! Army.

The L L L. has appealed to civilian Indians to join the Fauj.
It is a voluntary business, though some say that the League
should conscript every able-bodied Indian. I have heard from P
—that certain Indian Officers are standing out, refusing to join
the Fauj and hindering its formation. They say that they ate
senjor to so-and-so, and will not serve under him., This is dis-
graceful.  Have they no sensc of discipline? Must they uy 1o
foist the seniority rank of the British Army on us Indians fighting
the fight for freedom?  Fie on them!

The Council of Action has recruited nearly 50,000 oue of
56,000 Prisoners of War for the Fauj. It has wamned mischiefe
makers and asked them not to thwart the work of the Fauj.

. November 3, 1942
Relations with the Jap High command are deteriorsting,
The Counail of Action has unequivocally demanded non-intere
ference in its work by the Twakuro Kikan, the liaison departmens
of the Jap Army. . )
" The dlash is on a clear issue—which ¢he Kikan date not
openly declare.  The Kikan wants to use the Indian movement
for the purposes of Jap aggressive intentions on India, The
Council of Action is resisting—resisting valiantly, if what I heard
from Sri R—is truc.
© We are completely at the mcx:cy of the Japs. We have no
arms—our propecty and money, can be snacched away tomorraw,
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. ©a * December 10, 1943

Events are moving fast. The Japs have yet not taken over
action except the arrest of Col. G—on the 8th. The Japs have
declared him a Britsh spy. Nonsense !

i
The Council of Action has apenly protested againse the
despatch of Indian soldiers to Burma, and refuses to allow a single
Indnan being transhipped to Burma......

: o = December 13, 1942

The troopship has returned to Burma, empty. [am tald the
action of the L I, L. leaders has upset the plans of the faps for
launching a major offensive on Chittagong and Bengal......

We must have proper safeguards from the Japs, before we
can launch the offensive. If not, we ate signing the doom of
Indian freedom, It is not a change of masters we want in India,
the Yellow instead of the White. We want guarantees that
India shall be independeat and free. .

«

"The Council of Action has protested against the arrest of Cal.
G—by the Japs without prior consultation with it. The whole
Council of Action has resigned in protest against Kikan intec-
ference.  Sri Rash Behati Bose, our President, is seeking facilities
to go to Tokyo and see Gen. Tojo about the impasse here. He
has requested that meanwhile the League Branches should go on
functioning all over East Asia. He has arranged with the Jap
Army authorities that they will not do anything to worsen the
sreation ol day bass frdh Gom Tdaye.

The Malayan Branch of the League has accepted the advice
of Sti Rash Behari with the proviso: *while the normal working
of the movement is to be carried on as usual, any further forward
move should be taken only after a proper declaration by the
Japanese® Government.” .
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v

that Japan has no cerricorial ambitions over Indta does not meet
the situation  We should be respected as a frec nation and allow-
ed to form a Provisional Government of India  Kikan neecference
must be removed totally

P—says that the Japs are putting obstacles 1n the path of full
training and armaments for the Fauy The Council of Action 15
finding the gong rough

November 29, 1942

Stt R—has disbanded his Swaray Institute as a protest agatnst
the action of the Japs in ‘abducting * the boys The Japs are
very much annoyed Sn R—may be found murdered any day,
if half the threats that he and his famuly recewve have any basis
But he 1s undaunted He has closed the doors of the Institute
permanently  The Japs say this 1s an insult o ther Emperor
himself  I'am told Srt R—is interned 1 hus own house m Penang.
Nobody 1s allowed to see hum

There 15 another source of trouble hatching  That 15 about
the Fayy The Jap Army authontics have asked the Fauj to be
ready to mar-h to Burma. The Councd of Action 1s 1n close-
door sessions over the problem .

December 6 1942

A troopship has arnved in Syonan harbour for the putpose
of taking t£c Fauy to Burma,—so I hear on reliable authority
Pecemptory orders have been recerved by the Commandant to
send his Fauy aboard at once  But the Council of Action 15 1n
long sessions  They are meeting day and nighe.

Anything may happen  If the Council telnamns firm, what

will the Japy do? A queston of questions P—says that they
dare not afienate fndians

%
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N December 10, 1942

Events are moving fast  The Japs have yet not taken over
action except the arrest of Col G—on the 8th  The Japs have
declared him a Brtwsh spy  Nonsense !

T
The Council of Action has openly protested against thie
despatch of Indsan soldicrs to Burma, and refuses to allow a single
Indian being transhipped to Burma

= December 13, 1942

The troopship has returned to Burma, empty I am told the
action of the I L L leaders has upser the plans of the Japs for
launching a major offensive on Chutegong and Bengal .

We must have proper safeguards from the Japs before we
can launch the offensive  If not, we are sigring the doom of
Indian freedom It 15 not 2 change of masters we want tn Indua,
the Yellow mnstead of the White We want guarantees that
India shall be independent and free

A

The Counal of Action has protested agamst the arrest of Col
G—by the Japs without prior consultation with it The whole
Council of Action has resigned 1 protest aganst Kikan inter-
ference  St1 Rash Behant Bose, our Presdent, 1s seeking facilities
to go to Tokyo and see Gen Tojo about the impasse here  He
has requested that meanwhile the League Branches should go on
fu/ncnomng all over East Asia  He has arranged wich the Jap
Army auchonuies that they will not do anything to worsen the
steaanion il they hear afresh from Tokyo

The Malayan Branch of the League has accepted the advice
of St Rash Behart with the proviso* while the normal working
of the movement 15 to be carried on as usual, any further forward
move should be taken only after a proper declaravon by the
Iapancsc\ Government ™
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< December 22, 1942

"The relations with the Japs bave improved of late. The
Kikan does not directly try to interfere in our working, The Japs
have made no more arrests of any Indians. But the whereabouts
of Col. G—are not yet disclosed.

But this does not mean that the Kikan has given up its game.
Only it has changed the method of approach. The Kikan is
fomenting a parallel organisation to the I L L. A Youth Mave-
ment has been launched with Kikan secret suppore.~ It is yee
too carly to say anything about its activities—but from the Indians
who are working for it, one can say that it is a pure and simple
pocket-burcau of the Japs., All its workers are henchmen—
stooges—of the Jap mulitatists or of the Kikan. Bue this fascist
organisation will never cut any ice with the mass of Indians.

Sri R—is still under house-arrest. But more and more
friends have been permitted to see him. The latest move of the
Kikan is to drop hines that if ‘only Sri R—tesigned, everything
would be smoozg again. They want to' have a scapegoat to cover
their prestige. .

Janauary, 9, 1943

The Youth Movement sponsored by the Kikan is conducting
a vilifying campaign aganst R—, M—and other leaders of the
L I L. Ic is scurnlous and personal and false to the last breath.
The posters for the last Youth Movement meeting were pasted

in some places by Jap soldiers {

News from India is also very grave. My Indh-my India
—my Motherland—we are cages to rush to your aid, bur we do
.not wish to be rash. Though every wound on your body bleeds
us too, we do not wish to bring future troubles on your head. We
want to be certain.that you shall never have to bow yourlbdovcd

head to any exploiter,
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Hemu Kalyani, a student of Karachi, was Fanged to-day,
The Congress Radio gave the news, His crime is patciotisny
under colonial rule. Hornble 1 -

February 13, 1943
'-"229,‘Malcolm Road is very busy thiese days, The Heads

quarters is humming with activicy.

The Committee of the Malaya Branch of the League has
been in session for three consecutive days. It has drafted a long
Memorandum to be sent to Sti Rash Behari, setting out in detad
the difficulties that have arisen in the working of the Léagu¢
aftér his departure, It has also been dectded that the Committee
as 4 whole will resign, if the situation does not improve sodn......

The President has reformed & re-organised the Fauj. The
situation is very critical. The Fauj will be directly under the
Council of Action & take all its orders from the Council and

nt)body else, however eminent,
a

) ! February 15, 1943

"The Japs have come to know about the Memorandum and
wish to force the resighation of Sri R—at any cost, before the
Memorandum reaches Sti Rash Behari......

Sti K—is strongly of the opinion that the Council leaders,
by resigning from the League, are facilitating Jap manouvres,
The leaders, after close thinking, have adopted his stand, and will
1o more play into the hands of the Kikan by vacating their res-

ponsible posts in the Council......
« March 3, 1943

At Syonan is to assemble a conference of all East Asian defe.
gates of the Leaguc next month, The Japanese do not seem ¢o
- have agreed to give Sri Rash Behari the assurances he asked for
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but” havé agreed o a"temporary compromuse plan. Srr Subhas
Bose will be allowed to come here and Subhas Babu will succeed
Sr1 Rash Behart 1n the Presidentship of the Leaguc

+ Tl then, status quo will be mamtained

* Snt Re—s free to-move -about. But Le prefers to, Keep
wndoors  Apart from that, he 1s dl.  I'was told he has to undergo
an operation for something or the other,

March 10, 1943

The Kikan has won a tactical victory over the Malaya Branch.
They made the resignation of Su R—a mauer of honour for
themselves It seems St Rash Behart yielded to the pressure and
demanded the resignation of S Re—He has resigned Who wall
take hus place?  We, Malaya Induans, shall never allow a stooge
w vectpy the Presidentship of the Malaya Branch.

St R—"'s resignation has been an eye-opencr to many of us
Such a fine man  He held a high pogition 1n the esteem of all
thinking Indians, in Malaya He has seat a verbal message  “Our
culture 15 not skin deep, our heritage 1s not crude. ' We shall not
gaih freedom by indulging 1n the cruelty of cambals or the
evasveness of depraved slaves ' We must be above meanness and
selfishness  We shall fall at no nation’s fect, nor shall we crush
the weak 1 our path We shall stck to our Dharma. That
way hes our path of freeng India T have always acted from con-
victions, have sought nothing for myself  Freedom 15 the thing
we seek  Wich our added sacrifices, our country shall yet achieve
1t Ths 1s my faith and this faith shall bear me up 1n my en-
forced mactivity.  We shall and must win

. Upnl 9, 1943

1 have come to Bangkoll I have Been asked to look through
the Indian broadcasts of the Bangkoh Radto and suggest improve-
ments  The League 15 putting every front 1n line with 1ts policy.
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So here I am 1n Bangkok I have been scanning broadcasts
so far dehvered from this station

The All India Radiosfrom Delhi 15 raling at us, declaring us
to be enemies  But there 15 not one word satd by us, or one act
performed, about which we are ashamed We lay clam two be
honest patniots working for our country’s freedom  ‘Let the two
sets of broadcasts, from Delhi and Bangkok, be placed side by
side and let an mternational wwibunal say which 1s patriotic. 1
have no doubt about the answer

We ate giving on the 13th a grand programme on Jallan-
walla Bagh episode Dramas, songs and speeches have beca

specually prepared for .

April 18, 1943

\
An East Asiatic Conference of all Indians was held at 19,
Chancery Lane, our Malaya head-office It was announ od that
Sri Subhas Babu would arrive from Europe in two months’ time

The whole Independence movement 15 now placed on a war-
fooung A dnve for collection of moncy and matemal 15 abso
decided upon A scheme for centralised pooling of all resources
and working on a budget basis has been approved

All branches and sub-branches will be re-organised and
activised

Miss C—and Mr P—came to tea today We had a long
chat. Miss C—looks so midd But when she described to me
her expeniences 1n Rangoan, I could feel the warmth of the fire
that butns 1n her Her father was a head-cletk 1n a Rangoon
business office  He was killed 1n the first bombing of Rangoon
Mr P—is a Bamster, and practised 1 the High Court of Ran-
gocn

1 shall &y to recapitulate the story as they related 1,



JA1 HIND
Muss C—began:

*When the Japanese bombed Rangoon for the first time, we
had no shelters worth the name.  The Brtsh Governor had got
onc constructed for humself ac a fabulous cosc of Rs. 30,000}
Bur the general population was left w fend for aself. The
Japanese cante suzﬁ!cnly and uncxpectedly. Nearly a thousand
were killed—that was the offical figure, But we knew that
gur!y ten thousand must have met ther unnatural fate on thae

2y,

“Rangoon rocked when the bombs struck it, as if there was
an carthquake  Buildings became ruins, roads had craters, broken
glass was everywhere, trees and telegraph poles lay right aeross
the strects,—electric wires, human bodies, smashed cars and rick-
shaws all lay in entangled heaps  Water mains burse. , Every-
body tried co leave Rangoon TPrnms and roads were choked with
human beings on the march  The docks were deserted by the
dock-workers There were no servanes to be had anywhere. My
man servane had also gone  Trams and buses had nobody to ply
them Everybody was running north—away from the Japanese
arr rarger.  Mungalodon Aurfield had been plastered and not a
single building was left standing. The air raid siren had also
been bombed.

*Day by day the streets became worse. In a week the gar
bage had piled into small hlocks ~ Eveni the dead 1n public high-
ways—victims of the bombing—lay untouched for three days

“On Chestmas Day the Japs came again for the second
bombing  They had carher thrown leaflets, asking all Asmatics
to leave the aty  Nearly three fourths of the population vanush-
ed Rangoon was deserted as if the curse of God had visited 1.

“The Cwil G had collapsed The _heavealy
bureaucrats of the Civil Secvice had broken down There was
looting and thefts 1n the mighe  Bue the police could not cope

~
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“with anything. The Rangoon Gazette came out with a headliné

“QOur Finest Fighting Efficiency will be when the Bureaucrats
¢have gone”. And that from Mr. Stone, an Englishman! He
had to go off on enforced leave for that article !

**Burma is called ‘military backwaters’, but what stinking
pools of ignorance and arrogance had been collected by the Brinsiy
in their Government and Military topcommand can “only be
realised by those who lived under them in Rangoon.” :

Mr. P—said x N

*“When the Japs actually reached the doors of Rangoon, all
scavengets and municipal service men, including the Fire Brigade
. men, were nowhere to be found. The doors of Jails, the Leper
Asylum and the Lunatic Asylum had been opened, and dangerous
men let loose on the streets.  This was the work of the heaven-
born Civil Service. Rangoon was burning, with fires lighted by
nobody knows who. Quite a number of the fires were the work
of the criminals, who did not wish to leave traces behind, after
sacking a house whose inhabitants had left.

“Why the Government lec loose these jail-birds and mad-
men is more than I can tell.  Buc it is typical of the way in which
the British behaved all over Burma.  They only thoughe of rheir
own skin. The rest did not matter.

* And how we suffcred ac the hands of the criminals. That
~day I became anti-British. I realised that my loyalty was
misplaced, that I mighe prefer any slavery but ‘not under the
British. We had served them, stood by them, shed our blood for
them, and now we werte lefe to the tender mercies of criminals
. and lunatics. 4
* And before the Japanese arrived on the 8th mornj
rific explosions had already scorched-earth the City. Al’:xtr;lgr;e tcl{n
the afternoon of the 7th; the odl- refineries and pewol dumps a
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Sytian and Dunneedaw were sct on fire, the electric power-station
was smashed, food and other godowns were burnt. Darkness,
due to thick smoke, descended into the streets and houses by day. *
The Iights did not work., The glow of the burning fires was all
thae we had.  These fires burnt day and night for the best part
of the coming week.

“On our way to our house in Merchant Street we saw mad-
men, completely nude, sitting on top of gatbage heaps eaung
filth. Before the sun went down on the 7th, Rangoon was
deserted by the last Englshman, Major Mains,

“On the 8th morming the Japanese artived through the
villages of Wav and Daikoo. And the Japanese appeared to us
as saviours, They brought order 1nto the town. People slowly
streamed back ; the crimmal elements were suppressed and locked

UP AZAU § rnsrecraeeses

It was late 1n the evening when they left. The experience
they have undergone has seared their faces. They will never be
the same persons agamn.  They have been face to face with death,
and greater than death, terror, the fear of losing Iife. Their
memory has endless miles of sorrow furrowed into it.

May 19, 1983

Me, S—was with us for dinner last night. He is 2 tumber
merchant from Mandalay. He has married a Burmese wife and
has several chuldren  He told us many things abour the retrea-
ing Buush Army and also about the Japanese when they took
Mandalay on the first of this month.

Mr. S—was suspected by the Butish of having a hand in
the disappearance of Ba Maw from Mandalay Jal towards the
end of last March, He says he had nothing to do with 1.

The story of Ba Maw has Become legead in Burma,

ne



AND THE FIRE

Ba Maw, the ex-Prime Minister of Burma, was jailed when
the war began. He was suspected to be corresponding with the
Japs. U. Saw was Prime Minister then. U. Saw Eid not do
anything for Ba Maw, as they were political rivals.

Soon nemesis overtook U. Saw. When he was returning
Burma from the U. S. A., he was arrested and locked up by the
British for the same offence,—suspected of negotiating with the
Japs. U. Saw had gone to England to demand the immediawe
declaration of Burmese Dominion Status. The British said no,
He went to the U. S. A., published the refusal, and was now
arrested.

Towards the end of March a “highly-placed messenger
arrived from Maymyo, where the Governor of Burma is taking
refuge.  He walked into the Jail of Mandalay and was closeeted
with Ba Maw for long hours. The British were ready to release
Ba Maw unconditionally, 1f he promised to co-operate with them
in keeping Burma loyal to the British. The first guarantes was
that he should issuc a public statement as soon as he was released
that the British had already conferred practical self-government
on the Burmese, that'Burma had independence in substance and
in practice.

But Ba Maw had other plans,—evidently, He —_
He raised difficulties. The messenger went g’ack © 1?/;:":1&:2:7;&.
further consultations. In Maymyo the terms of B, 1\}; yo for
rejected. It was decided to shife him to an Indiag : = ;V were
and secure custody. The messenger came back w; di Ny or safe
guard, to take Ba Maw. But Bz Maw was nowhere ¢ b: ;rmw
}'{c had disappearcd.  Nobody knew how and when ound,

Subhas Babu had disappeared from Caley

keeping strict watch outside his house, Th? ,:::tﬁ dic CJ-]?-
appearance, under more difficule conditions, another dis-
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There are monkeys too. And the birds and wild flowers are
wondecful.  The wild beauty of a luxurant tropical jungle is
there.  Buc after a ume the jungle over-powers you, suffocates
you. You fecl a choking sensation.

It was through these jungles, dressed like the poor labourers,
thac the Japanese fiest infiltrated into Malaya, The junjle tribes
were their guides.

P—keeps low fever. I must get the doctor to test his blood
for Malaria or some jungle fever. P—says Malaria is the great-
est curse and kalls more Indians than anything clse.

DAWN OF FREEDOM:
June 20, 1943

Hurrah ! Subhas Babu has reached Tokyo. He arrived in
a submarine and was accompanied by a Muslim young man,
Mr. Hassan. Tokyo gave him a rousing reception, worthy of
the leader of all Indians outside India, worthy of a great revolu-
tionary leader who has defied the-might of British Imperialism so
many times. Some of our leaders are in Tokyo for the purpose
of posting him up with all that has happened.

The Press Statement of Subhas Babu is importane

“During the last World War our leaders had been
bluffed and deceived by the wily Butish poliicians. That
was why we took the vow more than 20 years ago never again
to be deccived by them.

“ For more than 20 years my gencration has seriven for
freedom and eagerly awaited the hour that has now struck,
—the hour that is for the Indian pcople the dawn of free-

dom.
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good wishes”
(July 6, 1944)

n' In this holy war for

Intdia’s hiberation, we ask for your blessings and
—Sn1 Subhas Bose broadeasting to India

‘Mahatman ! Father of our Natio
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Comrades ' The Azsd Hind Fau) has only one single alin

the wncient Red Delhd Fust? The Proviuvnal Goternmest
andd it army are tho senvants of the Indian Sation”
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DAWX\i OF FREEDOM

’

“We know very well such an opportunity will no. come
again for anothee 100 years and we are therefore determined
to make the fullese use of ic.

“ British Imperialism has meant for India moral degrada-
tion, cultural ruin,’ economic impoverishment and political
enslavement.....osesiee

“It is our duty to pay for our liberty with our own
blood. The freedom that we shail win, through our sacrifice
and exertions, we shall be able to preserve with our own
steength.

“The enemy that has drawn the sword must be fought
with the sword. ~ Civil disobedience must develop into armed
struggle.  And only when the Indian people receive the bap-
:Iism of fire on a large scale will they qualify for their free-

om. ... ...."

June 21, 1943
« Today we heard the first broadeast by Subhas Babu from

Tokyo. I have recorded passages which would help me in my
work amongst the women. He has a knack of purting things
simply and effectively :

ve., 'S0 far as India is concerned what is most important to
all of us is the situation near India.
.

“ During the whole history of the British in India, it
had not struck one single British General that at-any stage
in the furure, some cnemy of the British might ap) .
on the Eastern Frontier of India. The whole attention of
Brirain's mihtar'y strategists has therefore been concentrated
.on the North-West Frontier of India.......

" With the naval fortress of Singapore in their 2
sjon, our rulers though: that India was safe in their E::r;:
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The dynamic advance of Generals Yamashita and Ida opened
the eyes of the world to the worthlessness of British strategy. ..

**Since then General Wavell has been making feverish
attempts to put up fortsfications on the Eastern Frontier of
India. But what the Indian people are asking is this : If it
took them almost 20 years to build Singapore, and only one
week to lose it, how long will it take the British C-in-C or
his successor to withdraw from his fortifications ?

*“To us Indians, what is of primary importance is noc
what is happening at Tunis, Timbuctoo or in Lampedusa or
Alaska, but what is happening inside India and across our
frontier.

y
“ What fs of primary importance to us is that the muchi
advertised reconquest of Burma has ended in a shameful

TOLTCats suenronne \ foaide e |

“Even the fall of Singapore, and the loss of Burma, the
greatest disasters in British mulitary history could not bring
about any appreciable change. British Imperialism remains
inexorable. Men may come and men may go, empites may
come and empircs may go, but British Imperialism goes on
forever,—that is what our rulers continue ¢o think,......

“You may call if lack of statesmanship or political bank-
ruptcy, of midsummer madness, Bue this midsummer
d has its own explanati

*“The British Empire has gm\ivlnCh outI of India, The
British*people know, no matter to which political they
bclcng,li‘}::t they need to reap all the resources of ﬁ:ﬂ To
them empire means India. They are now fighting madly to

reserve that empire,  Consequently, no mater what fate
Britsin during the course of this waz, the Englishman
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DAWN OF FREEDOM

will endeavour to the very last to keep hus empure,—that 15,
to hold on to India

*“Therefore, 1f I may speak frankly, I would say that i
1s not mudsummer madness that Brtish politicrans refuse to
recognise India’s mdependence though they are 1 a ternble.
PllgEt, it 15 mudsummer madness that we should expect the
Englshman voluntanly to give up his empure No
Indian should ever chensh the llusion that one day England
will be induced to recognise Indra’s independence

* But that 15 not to say that Bntish pohticians will never
again compromuse with India

“Personally, I expect another such attempt some time
this yeae  Bue whae [ wane to point out, my countrymen,
15 that by compromuse the Bruish politicians wll never recog
nue Indi’s independence, but will only &y to bluff the
Indian people

“ Protracted negouations are planned to side track the
campaign for independence and thereby undermmne the na-
tional will, as they did between December 1941 and
Apnl 1942

“‘Therefore, we should, once and for all, give up hope
of any compromise with Brtish Imperialism  Our indepen-
dence admuts of no compronuses Freedom 15 only won when
the British and therr allies quit India for good  And those
who really want hberty must fighe for 1t and pay for it wita .
thetr own bleod

*“Countrymen and Friends let us therefore carry on the
fight for liberty, mside India and outside India, with all our
strength and vigour Let us continue the barle with un-
shakable fath aill the day that Britsh Impenalism will be
broken up and out of its ashes India will once agamn emerge
an md:Pcndcnt natiog,
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‘In this struggle there 1s no going back, and there can
be no faltering  We must march onward and forward ul
victory 1s achieved and freedom won

Magaificent !

June 24, 1943
Yet another broadcast by Subhas Babu  The clarton call has

been sounded

3
et

Some of my countrymen have been expecting that
under the pressure of an 1nternational cnsts the impersalistic
powers like Butain might be mnduced to recognise the. inde-
pendence of enslaved countries like Inda, but all such ex-
pectations have been completely musplaced

You are aware that towards the end of 1940 since I
saw that Mahatma Gandh: had at long last Jaunched civil
disobedience campaign I fele thae the honour and prestige
of Indan people had been vindicated, and it was necessary
to plan the Indian Revolution on a larger scale and 1 an
effective manner 1 order to brng 1t to fruion  Today [
arn 10 a position to announce to you that all these objectives
have been fully achieved  We know the mnternational situ
ation at first hand and we are therefore convinced of our ulti-

mate vxctcry

¢ All Induans outside India who are not hving 1n countr-
tes directly under the control of our enemmes have now been
brought together mto onc well budt organisation  They are
foll g closely develog mside India and on the other
hand they ace keeping unimpeded contace with internasond
cvents hey are making all possnblc prepdrations to bring
av the nght tme the maximum assstance to you who have
been carrying on the struggle at home in spue of internment,
persecuuon and brutality




DAWN OF FREEDOM

“Friends, you may remember that [ have in the past
assured you more than once that when the hour strikes I,
and many others like myself, will be by your side to share
the glory of fighting and suffering side by side, and share
with you the joy of victory as well...... We are now fulfill-
ing that pledge..... .

“India shall be free,—and before long. And a frce
India will throw open the prison gates, so that her worthy
sons may step out of the darkness of the prison cells into the
light of freedom.”

June 29, 1943

Subhas Babu has appealed to the East Asia Indians to join
hands with him to raise an army to fight for the liberation of

India,

“The task of hiberating India is ours, and ours alone.
That sesponsibility we shall not cast on anybody else because
that would be against our national honour

“Bur the enemy is ruthless and desperate and he is
armied to the teeth, Against such a foe, no amount of civit dis-
obedience, or sabotage, or revolutienary tetrorism can be of
any avail. If, therefore, we want to expel British Power
from India, we have to fight the enemy with his own wea-
pons. The enemy has already drawn the sword—he muse
therefore be fought with the sword.

“I am confident that with the help of my country-
men n East Asta I shall be able to organize a gigantiz
force which will be able to sweep away British powsr
from India....... The hour has struck, and every Indian
must advance towards the field of battle. When the
blood of freedom-loving Indians begins to flow, India
will attain her freedom.”
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Thete 15 great enchusiasm on all sides  We are all very
busy. DP~—comes home very late—one and two tmn the night
—by seven 1n the morning he 1s out again  The arnval of
Subhas Babu 1n Syonan, and the Conference at which he will
assume our leadershup, have to be properly prepared I am
on the Decoration Committee  We have sccured a huge
panng of Gandhyr It will dominate the proceedings For
the big march past of the Fauj, we are prepanng the figure
of Mother India holding the National Flag i her hand We
have decided to have simple yet effective decorations.

Nothing superfluous 1s to be permutted

s : July 2, 1943

Subhas Babu arnived today Man, woman & child tutned
out to welcome lum It was a breath taking display of Jove ana
admiration A sea of humantty——Indians, Malayans, Chumese
and Japanese ~—jostled and goc themselves crushed for a look ac
the great revolutionary.

With his upright and erect carriage, hus head held high,
proudly unbending, smuling his enchanung smule, Subhas Babu
has captured all hearts We feel confident that here 15 2 leader
who can be trusted to take us along to our goal  His photograplis
do not do justice to his fine physique and manly height I had
a good look at him 1 our office at Chancery Lane, where he met
the local workers  He has a smile which disarms all opposition
When srrepressible Mr D—nsisted on casting doubes on Jap
telability, Subhas Babu just turned to him and smuled, and then
sad

“Do you believe thar I have bramns enough not to be
fooled by them ? Then trust my word when | assure you
that I am sure Japs cannot double-cross us  They can only
do that f we do nor organise properly, i we fal 1 rasing
a proper army of Indians to fight for our freedom  We shall
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have to be awake and alive, on our guard,—~not only against
the enemy British Imperialism, against the imperialistically-
inclined Japanese burcaucrats, but also against Indians in our
own ranks. With discipline, we must be ready for every
sacrifice.  Let each man be ready to work. I bring you
enough work, Work—work—and wotk—-that is your and
my burden.”

. = July 3, 1943

Subhas Babu has been meeting the Fauj leaders today.
Yesterday he was closeted with the League workers from Hong-
kong, Thailand, Burma, Borneo, ete.

P—had a short interview with Subbas Babu and informed
him about his impressions of his North Malaya tour, P——says he
has not met a leader so well informed as Subhas Babu.  He already
knows the small place-names on the map, the climate and difi-
cult conditions in the jungles, the details of the plans and methods
adopted by the Japs to quewit the British Army. P—-says theee
was not a thing ll:: told him which was new.  What has ini.
pressed P—most is the technical knowledge about modern warfare
and modern armics which Subhas Babu showed. He 5 a reat
leader of the people.

- July, 4, 1943
The inaugural session of the Conference was held today.

When Subhas Babu spoke there was tensc silence. Every
word was audible.

“Friends ! The time has now come for freedom-loving
Indians to act. Action in a Warrisis demands, above all,
milicary discipline, as well as unflinching loyalty to the cause,
1, dxcfcfor:. call upon all my country-men in East Asia to
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line up in one sohd phalanx and prepare for the grum fight
that 1s ahead of us. I am confident that they will do so. ...

“I have publicly declared several mumes that when I lefe
homeland 1n 1941, on an umportant mussion, 1t was in accor-
dance with the will of the vast majority of my countrymen.
Since then, despite all the restrictions mposed by the CID.,
I have remained n constant touch with my countrymen ac
home

* Patriotic Indians abroad have been working as genuine
trustees of the freedom-fighters at home. I can assure every-
body once agaxﬁ that whatever we have done up tll now,
or may do 1 future, has been and will be for the freedom of
Inds, and we shall never do anything that 15 either aganst
the interests of India or will not be 1 accordance with the
wl of our people...,,,..

“In order to mobilise all our forces effectively, I intend
orgamsing a Provincial Government of Free India . ,.. By
winning freedom through our own efforts and sacoifice, we
shall be acquiring the strength whereby we shall preserve our
hberty for all ume . . I warn you that though we are
absolutely sure of our final victory, we ¢an never afford to
under-estimate the enemy, and we should even be prepared
for temporary sethbacks. We have a gnm fight ahead of ns—
for the enemy 1s at once powerful, unscrupulous and ruthless
In this final march to freedom, you will have to face hunger,
thirst, privation, forced marches and death. Only when you
pass this test, will freedom be yours I am confident that
you will do so and ':hcreby bring freedom and prospenty to
your enslaved and impoverished land ...."

July 5, 1943 |

Qur soldiers marched proudly at the Military Review in front
of the Town Hall. I watched from the dus, I was one of the
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batch of girls who sang the Natonal Song  When P—marched
past, saluting Netay, I could see the great admuration he bears for
his leader come 1n electric darts to the das  P—and hus men are
ready to shed their last drop of blood for our country s freedom
Their zeal and enthusiasm has reached white heat  What 1s most
note-worthy 1s the way all petty ntrigues have been abandoned,
all quarrels forgotten  Netap has certainly transformed all of us
We feel different

An irresistible torrent flowed from Netay's Iips
* Soldiets of India’s Army of Liberation

* Today 1s the proudest day of my life Today it has
pleased Providence to give me the unique honour of announc
ng to the whole world that Indias Army of Liberation has
come 1nto being  This Army has now been drawn up n
multtary formation on the battlefield of Smgapore, which was
once the bulwatk of the Briish Empire  Ths 1s the Ammy
that will emanapate India from Brush yoke ., Even
Indian must feel proud that this Indian Army has been orga-
nised entirely under Indian leadership and that when the
historic moment arrrves, under Indian leadership 1t wil go
mnto battle Standing today on the graveyard of the
Briush Empure, even a child 15 convinced that the almighty
Britsh Empure 15 already a thing of the past

“Comrades ! My saldiers ! let your battle cry be  * T
Delhs, to Delhi * How many of us will ndwidually suc-
vive this war of freedom, I do net know  But | do kno ¢
this, that we shall ultmately win and our tash will not end
until our surviving heroes hold the Victory parade on another
graveyard of the Briush Empire—the Lal Killa of Ancient
Delhr

“Throughout my public career, I have always fele thae
though [ndua 1s atherwise aipe for wdependence 1n every way,
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she lacks ane thing : an army of hberation. George Washing-
ton of America could fight and win freedom, because he had
his army.  Garibaldi could Liberate Italy because he had his
armed volunteers behind him. Ir is your privilege and
honour to be the first to come forward and organize India’s
National Army....... Soldiers who always remain faithful
to thewr naton, who perform their duty under all circum-
stances, and who ate always prepared to sacrifice their hves,
are mvincible,  Engrave these three ideals in the inmost core
of your hearts.

“Comrades! You are today the custodians of India’s
national honour and the embodiment of Indna’s hopes and
asprrations.  So conduct yourselves that your countrymen
may bless you and postericy may be proud of you. I assure
you that I shall be with you in darkness and in sunshine, in
sorrow and 1n joy, 1 suffering and in victory. For the pre-
sent, I can offer you nothing excepe hunger, thirst, suffering,
forced marchies and death. It does not matter who among
us will live to see India free. It is enough that India shall
be free and that we shall give our all to make her free. May
God now bless our Army and grant us victory in the coming
fight 1"
bstacles that  Iike i bl

173 3

Netaji is resolving the
mountains to the League leadership.

This announcement to the world of the existence of the Azad
Hind Favj and the motives behind its formation, was not per-
mitted by the Kikan so far. This was one of our chief grievances.
Subhas Babu has come and conquered. His engaging and dyna-
mic personality has dissolved this obstacle as stormy ran would
dissolve a heap of sale.  Tomorrow Gen, Tojo salutes the Fauj.

\
July 6, 1943

T was 2 grand sight—the salute which Gen. Tojo gave ro
the Fauj as 1t marched past. Nexajt stood shoulder to shoulder
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with the Premier of Japan, and our brave lads walked in front
of them with manly studes, confident of the strength that muli-
tant and armed patriotism provides Our National Flag—the
Flag of India~—was carried shoulder hugh  For a full hour and 2
half the Fauy was marching, and Gen Tojo stood at ateention &

saluted

In the mght P—brought several friends to dinner. It was
maxed company.

Mr L—, the Malayan, explained to us many things which
were all new and mteresting  He said that the Brinsh had never
conquered Malaya by the sword ,—1¢ was by deceit, and wich
the aid of money, that they had ‘purchased * Malaya. He gave
wnstances  Singapore was ‘purchased’ from the Johore Sultan
n 1819, Penang from the Kedah Sultan 1n 1786, Malacca from
the Dutch  Perak’s hustory was significant  In 1824 the inde-
pendence of Perak was guaranteed by Brtan and Thailand. Tilt
1874, the Sultan ruled undisturbed Then the Sultan was foolish
enough to appeal to the British for help 1n some internal stufe. A
British Resident arrived on the scene and got murdered, probably
by British agents A punitive expedition followed, the murderers
were arrested and hanged, but Perak became a British possession |

The story of Selangor was sumar, as of Negn Sembilan and
Pahang  Local djsturbances—a British national eakes a hand—
1s kalled or something—a punitive armed force appears—the terri
tory ts attached !

I all aot more than hundred Brtishers muse have saceficed
thetr lives 1n these ‘ purchase® transactions, glorified as conquest,

The British had expected the Japs ta attack along the eastern
coast, the Japs attacked at Kota Bahru, but went through the
length of the peninsula mostly down the western plamns. The
British thought that the jungles were impassable , the Japs found
enough guides to take them along the jungle erads n Jay The
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British had a low opimion of the Jap army equipments Therefore,
they had only two sixinch guns 1 Penang beach defences only
at Kota Babru and three or four other pomnts, no tanks or tanh
traps  no gun-emplacements, no pill boves —nothing  The
British thought that Formosa was the neasest Jap paval base a
distance of a thousand and five hundred mules, when the Japs
swung the lead they had Saigon as base only six hundred mues
distant In Singapore the Briish had always thought the danger

point to be the wide scas  So all their heavy naval guns fixed 11
cement concrete foundations could not pomnt to the northern end
of the sland from which the Japs came  They faced south, the
“dange-seas  Those whom the Gods wish to destroy first be

come blind Mr L—says that no other explanation can sausfy
the casy victory of the Japs against the Briush

It was late at night when we dispersed  Mr L—had mono
polised the conversation  Hle 15 an iteresting man We must

nvite him often
Tuly 9, 1943

Today was the huge mass rally It was held at the Padang
1n front of the Muntcipal Offices Some lakh and more gathered
to hear Netaji speak —a vericable sea of heads  Enthusiasm
was great  There 1s something very loveable the way our Netajt
behaves with the people  He 1s very considérate to women and
children He 15 never rude even when the crowd gets out of
hand and jostles lum 1 1ts keenness to see him or touch him
Yesterday Netap visited our office  An old lady at the gate
tried to touch his feet  He lifted her up and made her give him
blessings on hus bent head He called her * Mother We had
tears 1 our eyes when he later told us about the tender and
solicitous mother he had lefc behind 1 Caleutta

Netap stands uprighe and erect as he spcaks into the mike
He,has few gestures, He does not indulge 1 hystencal oracory
In 2 sober, sedate, yet firm voice, he argues and atgues and argues
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Every man and' woman in the audience feels that he is talking to
him ‘or her i paruicular. He indulges n no theatnicals. No
water to be sipped, nobody to fan hum, not a scrap of notes to
help memory, no fuss and no fluster of papers. He stands as if
your father was standing wn front of you, appealing to you, reason-
g with you, emphatically appeahing to the berter side of your
nature.  You feel you must be a cad, a selfish brute, an ant-social
creature nat to co-operate thl-{ him, to refuse um the things he
asks for. He 1s a spell-binder alnghe, but munus the bokus-pokus
of a magician

His voice rolled out from the high platform ;

*1 would like to tell you quite frankly what made me
leave home and bhomeland, on a journey that was fraught
with danger of every* kind T was lodged safely 1n a Brtish
Prison, when I silently resolved to risk everythung i the
attempt to escape from the clutches of the Bnush. ~ Having
been n prison eleven tmes, 1t was much easier and much
safer for me to continue there, buc I fele that the cause of
Indw's independence demanded a journcy abroad, regardless
of the risk that 1t mvolved.

“It¢ taok me full three months of prayer and medication
to dectde if I had strength enough to face death n fulfillirg
my duty. Before I could shp out of India, I had to get out
of prison—and mn order to do so, I had to ga on hunger
strike, demanding my celease. I knew chat neither m India,
not 1n Ireland, had a prisoner succeeded in forcing the Brutish
Government to release him I knew also chae Terence Mac
swiney and Jatn Das had died n the actempe to force the
Government's hands.  But [ felt convinced thar I had an
Iistoric task to fulfil  So I took the plunge, and after seven
days of hunget-stuibe, the Government uniexpectedly gor un-
nerved and set me free, with the intention of taking me back
to prison again after a month or two. But before they could
sicze me agam, [ became a fres maa... ...,
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“Friends| You know that I have been actively working” -

in the independence movement ever since I lefe the Univer-
sity in 1921, 1 have been through all the civif disobedience
campaigns during the last two decades.  In addition to this,
I have been repeatedly puc in prison without trial, on the
suspicion of having been connected with secret revolutionary
movements—whether non-violent or violent...... In the
lighe of this experience, I came to the conclusion that all the
efforts that we could puc forward inside India, would not
suffice to expel the British from our country..,....

“To put it bricfly, therefore, my object in leaving India
was to supplement from outside the struggle going on at
home....... On the other hand, the supplementary help
from outside which the national struggle at home so urgently
needs is in reality very small. The help that our country-
men at home needed and still need is a two-fold one : moral
and material.  Firstly, they have to be morally convinced
thar their victory is assured. Secondly, they have to be givea
milicary help from o'utsidc. .......

“The time has come when I can openly tell the whole
world including our enemies, as to how it is proposed to bring
about national liberation. - Indians outside India, particularly
Indians in East Asia, are going to organise a fighting force
which will be powerful enough to attack the British Army
in India. When we do so, a revolution will break out, not
only among the civil population at home, buc also among
the Indian Army which is now standing under the British
Flag. When the British Government is thus attacked from
both sides—from inside India and from outside—it will
collapse, and the Indian people will then regain their fiberty.
According to my plan, therefore, it is not even necessacy to
bother about the attitude of the Axis Powers towards India.
If Indians outside and inside India will do their duty, it is
possible for the Indian people to throw the British ‘out of
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India and liberate 388 mullions of ther countrymen.......
Friends, let the slogan of the three milion Indians i Ease
Asia be  *Total Mobilssation for a Total War”...... Out

of this total mobulisation, I expect at least three lakhs soldiers
and three crores of dollars. I want also a umic of brave
Indian women to form a death-defying Regiment who will
wield the sword which the brave Rant of Jhanst wielded in
India’s First War of Independence 1n 1857, . ..

* Qur countrymen at home are now hard pressed and
they are demanding a Second Front. Give me toral mobi-
lisation 1n East Asia and [ promuse you 2 second front—a
real second front for the Indian struggle.”

As Netap was speaking torrental ramns came down.
Netayt said only one sentence  “Do not gee up or leave,
Stay put  Ramn cannot frighten us™ Not a soul moved.
Everybody was soaked to the skin, but not onc budged.
Netajt was overwhelmed by our discipline, especially of the
women with babes in their arms.

P—has been selected 1o act as A D C. to Netap,

I am jonng the Rant of Jhansi Regiment. It will be grand,
—handling arms,  P—, you won't find me far behind you |

- Iuly 12, 1943

‘The Women's section of the L. I. L. convened a mass meet.
g of Inden women. It was addressed by Nemp. The
audsence hung on cach syllable as i dropped from the powerful
jaws of our beloved leader.  Women had walked ten and twelve
mies to the mectung place. The hall was fully packed ewo
houts before he arved.

We smothered hum 10 our garlands  We sang revoluno
songs Thea Nerap spoke, and asked for recruses for the Rang
of Jhanst Regument and the Red Cross Une. A Gujaray Ldy
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gave away all her jewellery  bangles, rings, necklace that she was
wearing, as gift to Netapt for work by women. Netay began .

“ Susters,

“You all know, as well as I do, the part our wome1
at home have played mn the Freedom Movement, especnally
dunng the last twenty two years, since the year 1921, when
the Congress was reborn under the leadership of Mahatma
Gandhi ~ It 15 not only n connection with the Congress
movement of Civil Disobedience, but alse 1n connection with
the secret revolutionary movement, that our sisters have
played a noble pare .~ In fact, 1t will be no exaggeration
for me to say that there 15 no sphere of public activity, there
1s no department of national endeavour, 1 which Indian
women have not' gladly and bravely shared, along with our
men, the burden of our national struggle Whether 1t 15
touring from village to village without food and drink, whe-
ther 1t 15 lecturihg at one meeting after another, whether 1
1s catrying the Freedom message from door to door, whether
1t 15 running election campaigns or whether it 15 leading pro-
cesstons along public strects 1n defiance of officsal orders and
m spite of latht charges by the mhuman British Police, or
whether 1t 1s facing bravely 1mpnsonment and persecution
nsult and humiliation, nowhere have our women been found
wanting  Our brave sisters have also played a prominent
part 1n the secret revolutionary movement They have shown
that when the need anses they could like their brothere,
shoot very well If to-day I express my fullest confr
dence 1 you, 1t 15 because I know what our women arc
capable of and therefore I say without the slightest exagge-
ration that there 1s no suffering which our sisters are not
capable of enduring

History teaches us that every Empire has s fall just
as 1t has 1ts nse  And the ume has come for the Brush
Empxrc to dusappear from the face of this warld, We seg
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with our own eyes how that Empire has disappeared from
this part of the world, It shall disappear from another part
of the world, from India, as well....... .

“If there is anyone either here or elsewhere who thinks
that it is an unwomanly act to shoulder a rifle, I would ask
bar o wann, ke the pages of our bistary,  Whar bad aug brave
women done in past? What did the brave Rani of Jhansi
do in the Revolution of 1857, India’s First War of Indepen-
dence. It was this queen who with drawn sword on horss
back led her men to battle. Through our ill-luck she fell,
she failed, and India failed. But we have to continue and
complete the work which the Great Rani undertook in 1857...

“Therefore in the last and final War of Independence
we want not éne Rani of Jhansi, but thousands and thousands
of Ranis of Jhansi. It is not the number of rifles you mav
carry or the number of shots you may fire which is important,
Equally important is the moral effect of your brave example. *

Two ** Azad Schools " are training Inspectors for the different
camps ; one is situated in Syonan and the other at Penang. « Two
batches of students have already qualified. I am joining the
third. Netajt has waived aside the objection of our old leaders
against mulitary training for women. He is a real modern man.
His outlook is wide and progressive.

July 25, 1943

Today I had Mrs. T—and Miss S—for tea. Miss S—is
from Penang, and descnibed to us her experiences when the
British ran away from Penang, leaving all Asiatics to the mercy
of the on-coming Japs. .

This was what she said :

“ On December 11th, before I had got out of my bed, some
thirty Japanese bombers attacked our city. The whole thing
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lasted for two and a half hours.  On three successive days Penang
was bombed

“I cannot describe to you the mad confusion that resulted
from the bombing  There were hundreds of fires, and the number
of buildings that had collapsed was something unimagmnable
The fire brigade station had recerved a direct hit, and therefore ro
fire engines were available  The fires had to burn themeelves
out, and the living had to sit and watch all ther belongings—
even the things that could have been saved—burn to ashes
Labour of every sort had run away to the Mamland There
were corpses . the streets which stank filthily T have seea
pariah dogs feasting on hands and legs and rotting carcases Rats,
big fat rats as we find 1n the ficlds, had attacked the streets They
had lefr the tumbled down houses to eat 1n the streers and live
1n the debris  Most of the shops had shut and nothing could be
bought 1n the markets

“Then there were thicves who sprang up from nowhere,
everywhere at once The police had disappeared Gangs of hooli-
gans had taken possession of several areas It was impossible to
str out The ferry services had stopped also  Even the sca
vengers had gone, and nigh soll accumulated 10 heaps n cvery
house We lived through hell !

“And the warst was that there was no Government official
to help the people  The Briush had withdrawn 1nto a corner
and lived exclusive lives guarding themselves with revolvers and
guns and cornenng most of the avatlable provisions On the
third day evacuanion was deaded upon  But no Asatic was
permutted to leave  The local Military and Government Officers
declared that only pure blooded British would be allowed to eva.
cuate Not even Eurasians I know of several Eurasian ladies
married to English businessmen Mrs B—was a friend of mune,
Her husband went, leaving her behind  She was not qualified,
being a Eurastan ! This was a oomplc:c cye-openes for all of us
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—Indsans, Chinese, Malayans and even the Eurasans  All the
talk about justice and democracy and equality was hoax practised
on us  They left us behind, knowing that the Japanese may
perpetrate the worst possible atrocities on us ”

This 1s a story that one hears of most places in Malaya. The
Brnsh Colansst, 1o the hour of the debacle of his Empue, has
shown himsclf to be a sorry specimen of humanity  The mighty
have fallen  There 15 not an honest dog to bark in their memory
or over ther face

August 1, 1943

News 1s daily being recerved 1 our office of increasing en-
thussasm 1n the drive for League membership  There are now
ten State branches and fifty sub-branches 1n Malaya alone Mem-
bership has roughly touched the figure of one lakh and seventy
thoysand

Volunteers from all over Malaya are sending n applications
to join the Fauy Netap has lad down that the Army must be
2 voluntary army, and no compulsion—not even soctal pressure
—is to be employed for gettng recruits  He 15 quite nght
n this

There 15 every need to pick and choose soldiers of our freedom
army. Delht Radio has been asking the Britsh Army men to
join the Fauj and cross over to the Briush on the ficlds of batcle
We do not want traitors 1 our ranks, and unwilling horses are
potential traitors

Gifts—money and tn kind—are daily bemng receved from
the most distant settlements  There 1s no doubt about it Evcry—
where there 1s optumusm and activiey  Netap has become the
main lever of our movement  But he always repeats one thing
wherever he goes  “'We do not set up idols in modern times.
We do not place all our cggs in one basker. 'We must remember
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that the movement is greater than every indwvidual in it. We do
not have a one man dictavorship.  We are all fellow-fighters in

the field.”

It has been deaided to hold a mass rally on the 15th, when
Netajt would be 1n Syonan. The revolution 1n India 1s complet-
ing s first year on the 9th.

Huguss 10, 1943

In every corner of Malaya and East Asta, hundreds of meet-
ings have taken place on 9th August, the anmiversary of the
revolution 1 India. In Syonan we had 2 big meeung with the
photos of Gandhyt, Jawahatlal and Sardar Vallabhbhar,

ugust 15, 1943

Thuty thousand people flocked to hear Nerajt at the Farrer
Pack today. The sky was rent with cries of “ Azad Hind Zin-
dabad ™ when Netap began to speak :

“A year has rolled by since Mahatma Gandht was put

1 prison for the crime of demanding the withdrawal of the

British from India. Since then the civl disobedience move-

ment as well as sabotage activities have gone on with un-

abated vigour But we have not won freedom. And we
shall not win freedom ull we put up a second front on the

Indo-Burma frontier and call upon the Induan people and

the Butish Indian Army to take up arms agawmst the Briush

and therr allies 1n Indma.......

*It 1s today a very great pleasure for me to see so many
of my Mushm countrymen this gathering of ours. I thank
them heartily for the welcome they have given me and for
the handsome purse they have offered for the Induan Inde-
pendence Movement ... And let the whole world know,
and let our enemues know, that all Indians in East Asia are
united regardless of religion or caste and they are determined
to fight for the freedom of thewr common Motherland,”
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Netajt announced that during the next two months, a Jarge
ortion of the Fauy will be on the road to Burma,~—then to India.
he I I L. Headquarters will also shife to Rangoon. That

means P— and I must pack up  We are ready now, Netap |

Subhas Babu made a fechng reference to the death of Sn
Mahadev Desar, Gandhyt's Sceresary, in Poona Special Jadl tn the
Agakhan Bungalow,—whose death anniversary was bang obscrv-
ed all over India A Gujarati merchant, who had known S
Mahadeo personally, gave details of the greatness of his sacnfices
and devotion to the Mahatma  He referred to the selationshp
of Mahadev and Mahatma as Boswell to Johnson His death 1s
n the list we have to avenge—Chalo Dulli !

August 25, 1943

Netay formally assumed dicect command over the Fauj today.
His Special Order of the Day 15 a fine document

“In the interest of the Indun Independence Movement
and of the Azad Hind Fauj, I have taken over the direct
command of our Army from this day

* Thus is for me a mateer of joy and pride—for an Indian
there can be no greater honour than to be the Commander

of India's Army of Liberation

I regard mysclf as the servanc of 38 ccores of my coun-
trymen I am determuned to discharge my dunes mn such a
manner that the imnterests of these 38 crores may be safe and
that every single Indian will have reason to put complete wrust
tn me It 1s only on the basis of undiluted nanonalsm and
of perfect justice and impartiality that India’s Army of Libe
ration can be bude up.

“In the coming struggle fo. the emancpation of our
Motherdand,.. .. the Azad Hind Fauj has 2 wital role oo
play. To fulfil thus role, we must weld ourselves 1w an
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army that will have only ote goal—Freedom of India,—
and only one will—to do or die in the cause of India's free-
dom When we stand, the Azad Hind Fauy has to be hke
a wall of granite, when we march, the Azad Hind Fauj has
to be like a steam roller

* Our task 1s not an easy one , the wat will be long and
hard, but I have complete farch in the mvincbiliy of our
cause 38 crores of human beings who form about one fifth
of the human race, have a nght to be free, and they are now
prepared to pay the price of freedom  There 15 consequently
no power on earth that can deprive us of our buthright of
lIiberty any longer

* Comrades, Qur work has alteady begun With the slogan
*“Onward to Delht * on aur hips lec us contunue to labour
and to fight oll our National Flag flies over the Viceroy's
House m New Delhy, and the Azad Hind Fauy holds ws
Victory Parade mside the ancient Red Fortress of India’s

Metropolis ™

Three centres for traming iterpreters for the Fauy have
been installed —in Syonan, Kuala Lumpur, and Saletar  Two
hundred recruies will receve military and  **expert work
traning

September 6, 1943

A camp for trammng Fauy recruses was established ac Serem-
ban on the first of this month

I jotned Netap's party visinng Kuala Lumpur En route,
at every station, Induns chronged the platforms and gave purses
for the movement At Kuala Lumpur the tramn had to be derined
nearly quarter of an hour before the enthusiastic crowd permutted
Netay to alight.  Subhas Babu told the local leaders ™ You must
not allow this hero-worship It wall prove to be the curse of our

54



DAWN OF FREEDOM

movement  People must be prepared to understand and appre
ciate the need for immolating themselves for the cause  That 1s
the only channel mto which enthusiasm should flow  Leaders
are ncidental  They can come and go It 1s the movement that
must flow on for ever ’

One of them replied  *They come with this enthusiasm to
greet you because you have brought new Iife into the movement,
because you are the best symbol of the freedom urge n thes
hearts *

In the public meeting purses and gifts took up quie an
hour  Then Netays spoke and electrified the vast audience. Kuala
Lumpur had never had such a meeting before Its tempo was
boundless

Netayr sad

The days of mummum sacrifice are over The tme
has come when cach and everyone of us has to thutk of the
maximum sacrifice and that sacrifice has to be 1n huma1
Iife 1n money and 1n other resources which are necessary 1n
order to equip a modern army

So long as peace reigned all over the world, 1t was
practically impossible for the Indian people to get arms and
fight with arms It was impossible for the pesple nade
India It was also impossible for people outside India  Bye
thanks to this war what was impossible four or five years
ago has today become possible If you want arms you can
them not inside but outside Inda  If you want to build up
a modern army and equip it with all the modern weapons,
you can do so today  That 1s why I say this war has beeq a
God sent opportunity to us It has gIven us a unique oppo-
tuniey for achieving not Domunion Status or Colonra] selé
government, but full and complete ndependence
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“1 congratulate you that you have in the heart of Kuala
Lumpur one of our camps where Indian young men are
trained for the coming fight for freedom.. .. ..Malaya is dot-
ted with camps, and many of these camps were formerly
camps of the British Army. They have been turned over to us
for our use. That reminds me that when we go to India, we
shalt also find ready-made barracks for our national army.
We won't have to build new barracks. From Calcutta to
Bombay, and from Rawalpindi to Madras, there are splendid
barracks, not for the Indian Army but for the British Tommy,
—but these splendid barracks are going to be taken for our
Indian National Army, and I pmmisg to give the British in
return all the prisons for their use.”

We visited the Training Camp of the Fauj. Some 700 and
odd recruits are under traimng. Theie spicic is perfect. Neeaji
was very pleased wich their turn-out.  One could hardly imagine
that Indian clerks and businessmaen, whose fore-fathers never
handled a gun for the last hundred years, should now prove to
be so adept at learning the military art. It is the spiric that does
it. All the tommy-rot that the British have talked about martial
and non-martial races in India is proved to be only a cloak for
not training Indian masses in military knowledge; keeping the
army 4s a safe preserve of corrupted familics in safe races. We,
in East Asia, have pricked that bubble,

September 23, 1943

Quite a number of us—nearly fifty—travelled to Rangoon
for the solemn and impressive ceremony that was held on Sunday
the 26th at the Mausofcum of Bahadur Shah, the last Emperor of
Free India.

Netsji paid a feeling tribute

It is perhaps strange, may be a lucky coincidence of
history, that while the remains of India’s last Emperor rest

* 1 .
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on the soil of Burma, the remamns of the last King of Free
Burma now rest on the soil of India

‘We express our unshakable determmation before a
sacred memorual, before the mortal rematns of the last fighter
for India’s freedom, the man who was an Emperor among
men and a man among Emperors Now when we are
engaged 1n the last war for India’s independence, 1¢ 15 all the
more necessary for us to renew our unshakable determination
to fight this last war for independence to a finish, regardless
of all sufferings and sacrifices, regardless of all difficulues in
our path, regardless of the length of this war—so that at long
last the enemy, the common enemy of Burma and India,
will be finally overthrown and we will be free not only
within our homes, but free as comragics marching shoulder to
shoulder fulfilling the- common destiny of mankind

“ And now I shall close these few remarks by quoung
the English meaning of a coupler which was composed by
Bahadur Shah himsclf, “ As long as the last particle of fain
exists 1n the souls of India's freedom fighters, the sword of
India shall continue to penetrate the heart of London ™.

“Ghazi yon men bu rahegt jab thulak Imanaks,
Tab tho London thak chalegi theg Hindostan K1,
October 2, 1943

Today 1s the 75th buthdsy anniversary of Mahatma Gandhs,
and we celcbrated 1t by a huge meeting, Aying the National Flag
trom the top of all Indian houses, a procession 1n the mormng

singing national songs, etc.
Netay spoke about Gandhuys .

¢ shall devote myself to an esumation of the place of
Mahatmajt 1 the history of India’s struggle for wndepen-
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dence  The service which Mahatma Gandl has rendered to
India and to the cause of Indwa's freedom 1s so unique and
unparalleled that Jus name will be written in leteers of gold
mn our natonal history for all tme to come

*“ When the last World War was over and Indian leaders
began to demand the hbcrty that had been promused to them,
they discovered for the fiest tume chac chey had been betrayed
by perfidious Alboa  The reply to ther demand came .a
the form of the Rowlatt Act 1919, which deprived them
of what litle hberty they soll possessed And when they
protested aganst that Black Act, the Jallanwalla Bagh
massacre followed  For all the sacrifices made by the Induan
people during the last World War, the two rewards were
the Rowlace Act and the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre

“After the tragic events of 1919, Indans were
stunned and paralysed for the ame beng Al che actempes
for aclieving liberty had been ruthlessly crushed by che
Brish and thewr armed forces Constitutional agitation,
boycott of Brtish goods, armed tevolution, all had alike
failed to br ng freedom  There was not a ray' of hope left,
and the Indan people were groping in the dark for a new
method and a new weapon of struggle  Just at thus psycho.
logical moment, Gandhujt appeared on the scene with his
navel method of Non Co-operaion or Satyagraha or Civil
disobedience It appeared as of he had been sent by Pro-
vidence to show the path to liberty Immediately and spon-
taneously the whole nation rallied round his banner India
was saved  Every Indian’s face was now lit up with hope
and confidence Ulrimate victory was once again assured

“For twenty ytars and more Mahatma Gundhy has
worked for Indias salvation, and with hum the Indian people
have worked
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*It 15 no exaggeration to say that if 1n 1920 he had nat
come forward with his new weapon of struggle, India tods,
would perhaps have been still prostrate His services to the
cause of Indi's freedom are umque and unparalled  No
single man could have achieved more 1 a single lfetunc
under similar arcumstances  The nearest historical pacallel
to Mahatma Gandhi 1s pechaps Mustapha Kemal, who saved
Turkey after her defeat in the last World War, and who was
then acclaimed by the Turks as the ' Gaz

* Since 1920 the Indian people have learnt tnwo things
from Mahatma Gandhi, which are the indispensable preco 1-
ditions for the atcunment of independence  They have, firse
of all, learnt natwonal self respect and self-confidence as 2
resule of which, revolutionary tervour 1s now blazing 1n theie
hearts  Secondly, they have now got a country wide orga
mization which reaches the remotest village of India

*Mahatma Gandh has firmly planted our feet on the
seraight road to liberty  He and other leaders are now roteur 3
behind prison bars The sk thar Mahatma Gandhy began,
has therefore ta be accomplished by his countrymen at home
and abroad .

“I would lihe to remind you that when Mahatma
Gandhr commended his Non Co-operation programme to the
Indian nation at the annual session of the Congress at Nagpur
1n December 1920, he said  If India had the swo-d today,
she would have drawn the sword *.  And proceeding further
Mahatmap said that since armed revolution was out of the
question, the only other alternanve before the country was
that of Non Co-operation or Saryagraha  Since then tumay
hase changed and it 15 now posuble for dhe Indugn people =
draw the sword We are happy and proud thar Indig’s A
of Liberation has already come into exustence, and 15 St::dm]{'
increasing 10 aumbers LT b
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HUKUMUT-e-AZAD-HIND
October 21, 1943

On the 17th a new Fauj Training Camp was opened at Ipoh.

To-day has been a great day. The historic Conference called
by the L L L. and attended by delegates from all over East Asia,
assembled at the Dai Toa Gekijo at 10-30 A.M. Sti R—read the
welcome address and Col. C— tead the secretarial report. Then
Netaji came to the rostrum and delivered a thrilling speech of 1
hour and a half. He held the vast audience of thousands spell-
bound. He explained in Hindustani the significance of the esta-
blishment of Provisional Government of Azad Hind. Sti C—
translated into Tamil.

Loud and prolonged cheers echoed and reechoed in the vast
hall as Netaji took the Qath of Allegiance to India. He was so
moved that at one stage minutes passed but his voice could not
triumph over the emotion which struggled in his throat. The
emotion that suddenly welled up showed how deeply each word
of the Oath and the sanctity og the occasion had affected him.
In a now loud, now soft, but always firm voice, he read out:
“In the name of God, I take this sacred ocath that to liberate
India and the thirty-cight crores of my countrymen, I, Subhas
Chandra Bose, will comtinue this sacred war of freedom till the
last breath of my Iife.” And here he paused. It seemed that he
would break down. Each onc of us had been mentally repeating
each word of the cath. We were all leaning forward, physically
trying to reach the granite figure of Netji. The whole audience
was merged in him. Pin-drop silence. With lips tightly closed and
eyes glued, body tense, we waited for him to overcome the
struggle over emotion. Presently he began in a solemn voice,
like an organ in a church:

*1 shall always remain a servant of India and look after the
welfare of thirty-cight crotes of Indian brothers and sisters. This
shall be for me my highest duty,

on
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“Even after winning freedom, I will always be prepared ro
shed the last drop of my blood for the prescrvation of India's

freedom.”

The tension was relieved. We could breathe again frecly.

Then each member of the Provisional Government came up
tn front of the vast Conference and individually took the Oach 3
“In the name of God, I take this holy cath that to Iiberate India
and thuty-eight crores of my countrymen I will be absolutely
farthful to our leader Subhas Chandra Bose and shall be always
prepared to sacrifice my hfe and all I have for the cause.”

Then the Proclamation was read out to us.

Let me record this document which shall be written with
drops of Indian patriotic blood 1n the comung months n Indian
hustory .

“ After their first defeat at the hands of the Bnush in

1757 i Bengal, the Indian people fought an un-

wnterrupted series of hard and bitter battles over a stretch of

one hundred years The history of this period teems with
examples of unparllclcd heroisrn and self sacrifice  And in
the pages of that hustory, the names of Sia) ud-doula and

Mohan%al of Bengal, Haidar All, Tippu Sultan and Velu
Appa Sahib Bhonsle and Peshwa

Thamp: of South India,
Baji Rao of Mahrastra, the Begums of Qudh, Sardar

Shyam Swngh Ataniwala of Punjab, and last but not least,
Rant Laxmibat of Jhansi, Tanta Topi, Maharaj Kunwar
Singh of Dumraon and Nana Salub are for ever cgraved
1n letrers of gold Unfortunately for us, our forefathers did
not at first realise that the Briush constituted a grave threac
to the wholc of India, and they did nor therefore put up a
united front aganst the enemy. Ulumately, when the
Indian people were roused to the reality of the siuadion,
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they made a concerted move and under che flag of Bahadur
Shah i 1857 they fought their fast war as freemen, . ..

“Forcibly disarmed by the Butish after 1857 and sub-
jected to terror and brutaliy, the Indian people lay prastrate
for 2 while, but with the birth of the Indian National Con-
gress 1n 1885, there came a new awahening  From 1885 ull
the end of the last World War, the Indian people, i their
endeavour to recover their lost liberty, tried all possible methads
—namely, agiaton and propaganda, boycott of Brtish
goods, terrorism and sabotage, and finally, armed revolution.
But all these efforts falled for a ume  Ulumately m 1920,
when the Indian people, haunted by a sense of fallure, were
groping for a new meghod, Mahatma Gandhi came forwa-d
with the new weapon of non-ca-operation and cvil disobe-
dience

“Thus, the Indian people not only recovered thew
political consciousness, but became a poliucal entiry once
agay  They could now speak with one voice and strive
with one will for one common goal From 1937 wo 1939,
thraugh the work of the Congress Minisires 1n eight pro-
vinces, they gave proof of thewr capacity to admunster the.s
own affairs  Thus, ~n the sve of the present World War,
the stage 1s st for the final struggle for Ind:a’s liberation

*“Having goaded Indians co desperation by 1ts hypocrisy,
and having driven them to starvation and death by plunder
and loot, Britsh rule n India has forfeited the good will ot
the Indian people altogether and 1s now hving 2 precanions
existence It needs but a flame to destroy the last vestige of
that unkappy wle  Ta lighe that flame 15 the tadk of lodu’s
Army of Liberation

“Now that the dawn of freedom 15 at hand 1t 1s the
duty of the Indian people to set up a Provisional Government
of chewr own, and launch the last struggle under the bannep
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of that Government. But with all the Indun leaders in
prison and the people at home totally disarmed, 1t 15 noe
possible to set up a Provisjonal Government within India ac
to launch an armed struggle under the aegis of that Govern-
ment It 1s therefore the duty of the Indian Independence
League 1 East Asi, supported by all patratic Indins at
home and abroad, to undertake this task—the task of settng
up a Provisional Government of Azad Hind (Free India),
and of conducung the last fight for Freedom, with the help
of the Azad Hind Fauj organised by the League .

“The Provisional Government 1s entitled to, and hereby
clams, the allegiance of every Indian It guarantees reli-
gious liberty as well as equal nghts and equal opportunities
to all 1ts cuzens It declares 1ts firm resolve to pursue the
happiness and prosperity of the whole nation and of all ses
parts, cherishing all the cluldren of the nation equally and
transcending all the differences cunmingly fostered by an

. alien Government 1n the past

“In the name of God, 1 the name of bygone gencra-
tions who have welded the Indian people into one natioa,
and mn the name of the dead heroes who have bequeathed to
us a tradition of herotsm and self sacrifice—we call upon the
Indian people to rally round our banner and to strihe for
Indias freedom We call upon them to launch the final
struggle agamst the Brirsh and their allies in India and to
prosecute that struggle with valour and perseverence and
wich full fath i final Victory—untl the enemy s expelled
from Indtan soil and the Indian people are once agan a Free
Nauon ”

This 1s signed on behalf & the Provisional Governmeat
of Azad Hind by Subhas Chandra Bose—Head of the
State, Prime Minister and Minuster for War and Foreign—

Affairs , Capt, Mis Lakshmi Women's Organisation; §. A,
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Ayer Publicity and Propaganda, L. Col A C Chatterp-
Finance, Lt Col Aziz Ahmed, Lt. Col N S Bhaga, Le.
Col J K Bhonsle, Lt Col Gulzara Singh, Le. Col M Z
Kayani, Lt Col A D Loganadan Lt Col Ehsan Qadyr,
Lt Col Shah Nawaz—representatives of the Armed Forces,
A M Sahay—Sectetary with ministenal rank , Rash Behant
Bose - Supreme Adviser , Karim Gani, Debnath Das D M
Khan, A Yellappa J Thavy, Sardar Ishar Singh~~Advisers ,
A N Sackar—Legal Adviser

T must also record some of the passages from Netap’s speech

* During the last few months, the situation 1nside India
has been developing 1n a manner favourable to our cause,
though 1t has meant more and more suffering for the people,

“The political unrest 1n India has been greatly accen-
tuated by the famine condinons prevailing 1n several parts of
India—and particularly 1n Bengal There can be no doubt
that these famme conditions have been largely due to the
policy of ruthless exploitation of India’s food and other re-
sources for Britam’s war purposes over a period of nearly four
years  You are aware that on behalf of our League, I made
a free and unconditional offer of one hundred thousand tons
of rice for our starving countrymen at home as a first instal-
ment  Not only was this offer not accepted by the Brush
authoniies 1n India—but we were given only abuse i return

*“You are probably aware that since July last, I have
toured more than once 10 the mainland of Malaya, n Thar-
land, 1n Burma and in IndioChina The enthusiasin
among our countrymen that 1 have met with everywhese has
not only bccnrgncoumgidgg, but has added greaty to my
feelings of P

an \

“I would Iike to inform you also that we have been
planning and prepaning, not enly for the conung suuggle,
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Jose at the Azad Hind Fauj

vo  Hall

, Syonan.

Madan,

“In the name of God

I take

"

this holy oath to liberate India.
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but also for post war seconstruction  We can visualuse the
conditions that we shall find ac home when the Anglo-
Americans and therr allies are expelled from our Country We
havg therefore sec up a Reconstruction Department 1 our
headquarters, where the problems of post war reconstruction
ate being studied  People are now being tramed for work of
rapid reconstruction within India, simultancously with the
progress of mulitary operations” In short, we are not leaving
anythuing undane in our preparatton for the coming fighe for
freedom and for the task that we shall have to undertake
thereafter

*“ It would naturally have been the best thing if a Govern-
ment had been consututed wside India, and 1f chat Govern-
ment had launched the last struggle for hiberty  Buc things
bemng what they are 1n Inda, and all the known and recog-
nused leaders being 1 prison, 1t 1s hopeless to expect the for-
matton of a Provisional Government within the frontiers of
India It 15 eqpally hopeless to expece the last fight for
freedom to be organtsed or mtiated within che Country It
1s consequently for the Indians in East Asa to under-
take this solemn task

“There 1s not the shghtest doubt 1n our minds that
when we cross the Induan frontier with our Army and hont
our Natwonal Flag on Indian soil, the real revolution will

N break out within the country—the revolution that will ule-
mately bring about the end of Briush rule 1 India

- *The creation of a National Army has lent reality and
seriousness to the whole Independence Movement 11 East
Asia If this Agny had not been organised, the Indepen-
dence League 1n East Asia would have been a mere propa-
ganda organ  With che creation of the National Ammy, 1t
became possible as well as necessaty, to set up a }Iv;m.

yisional Government of “Azad Hind (Free Inda), The
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Government s born out of the Independence League for the
purpdse of lwnching and duwecung the final struggle for
Indias freedom

* In settng up this Provisional Government we are on
the one hand mecting the exigencies of the Induan situatioy,
and are on the other following in the footsteps of history
In recent tumes the lrish people set up thew Provisiondl
Government 1n 1916 The Czeches did the same during the
fast World War  The Turks under the leadership of Mus-
tapha Kemal sec up therr Provisional Government m
Anatolia »

And then the Natonal Anthem burst forth from a
mynad throats 1n a grand symphony ,

Subh sukh cham ki barkha barse Bharat bhag hat jaga,
Punjab Sindh Gujrat Maratha Dravid Utkal Banga
Chanchal Sagar Bindh Hunala neela Jamna Ganga,

Tere mie gun gae,
Tujhse jeewan pae,
Sab w0 pae asha,

Suraj ban kar jag pac chamke Bharat nam Subhaga,
Jarya ho Jarya ho, Jaya ho,
Jaya Jarya Jarya Jarya hot

Sab ke dil men prt basae ter mathy bams,
Har sube ke rahne wale har mazhab ke prans,

Sab bhed-o-farak rmuta ke, .
Sab god me ten ake,
Goondhen prem ki malay

Suray ban kar jag par chamke Bharat nam Subhaga,
Jarya ho, Jaiya he Jarya ho,
Jarya Jarya Jaya Jasya hol
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Subah savere pankh pakheru tere hi gun gaen,

Bas bhan bharpaor hawaen jeewan men cut lien,

Sab mul kar Hind Pukare,
Jar Azad Hind ke nare,
Piara desh hamara,

Suraj ban kar jag par chamke Bharat nam Subhaga,
Jat-ya ho, Jai-ya ho, Jaiya ho,
Jai-ya Jai-ya Jai-ya Jai-ya hol
Bharat nam subhaga !

October 2?, 1943

Today was our day, Netaji unfurled the flag and declared
open the Rani of Jhansi Regiment Training Camp. The day
was well chosen, The Rani of Jhansi was bomn on this day. On
this day Netaji functioned as nurse at the re-birth of modern
Ranss of Jhansi in East Asia. .

At 5 P. M. punctually Netajt arrived.  Mrs, C—, the Pre-
sident of our Syonan Women's Secuion welcomed him. Cape.
Mrs, L— accampanied Netaji when he inspected our Guard of
Honour. He unfurled the Natonal Flag. With nifles in our
hands, we hstened to hus speech, standing bike statues, not daring
to breathe lest we create an unfavourable impression on him aboug
our capacity to become active soldiers in the field of barde, I
tremble at the new hfe that is opemng out before me. 1 pray
that [ should never be found 4vanting—never—never for an in-
stant let weakness make me bend. Ged| I prefer death wo
dishonour. ‘

Netji spoke; .
“ Sisters,
“The opening of the Rani Jhansi Regimene Training

Camp is an important Jandmark in the progress of our Moys
meqt in Easy Asia, . . - he

67
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“V/e are engaged in the great sk of regeneraung

our Nation  And it 1s only in the fitness of things thag thete
should be 2 str of New Life among our womenfolk .

‘Our past has been a great and glorous one  Indu
could not have produced a heromne like the Rani of Jhanst
if she did not have a glortous tradiion  In the same way as
we have figures like Maitreyr 1 India’s ancient days we
have the inspiting examples of Ahalyabai of Maharashtra,
Rant Bhawan of Bengal Razya Begum and Noor Jehan who
were shinng admimistrators 1n recent historie tmes prior o
Bresh rule sn India 1 have every confidence 1n the fernliry
of the Indian so! I am confident that India, as 1n the past,
will surely produce the best flowers of Indian womanhood

‘T may at this juncrure say a few words about the Ram
of Jhanst “When the Rani of Jhanst started her fight her
age was only twenty  You can casily imagine what 1t meant
for a gul of twenty to nde a horse, and wield her sword 1
open battle  You'can casily realize what courage and spint
she must have had  The English Commander who fought
aganst her saud that — * She was the best and bravest of the

vebels’  Furst she fought from the Jhansi Fort and when the
fort was besieged; she escaped with a party to Kalpt from

. where she putupa fight  When she had tg retreat from this
batdefront she made an al

lhance with Tantia Topt arcacked
:x*::d cnpmrcdd ?hwnll)m;l Fort, and using that Fort as the base
she continue
a1 ghrms ¢ battle, and 1n this lase and great baudle she

N " Unfortunately, Jhang Rant was defeated  Ie was not
x:lr“ :Icéut At w::is dmldddut of India  She died, but her
. never
I{’Jnu and mlx’ﬁh 0‘:‘(0 :"K:;)’:‘ once 3g:m Pruducc Ihim‘
We are a hundred and §if; six 1n th
e camp today  This 15
the ceatral amp  There are 03::: camps for mgmcn xfl' Thaland
63



HUKUMUT-c-AZAD-HIND - |
and in Burma. The quota we have undertaken is one thousand
women soldiers from Malaya alone. -

I must have been struting about kke a peacock, with head
el bigh, when 1 walked bome sonight, P—made fon of we.
But I do not care, It is the snobbishness of the orthodox male
that makes him take this supercillious attitude o us, women sol-
diers, P—, just give us a little time, and we shall prove to you
that we can make really tough soldiers. You shall know that the
timid wife who shricked at, the presence of a tiny cockroach or a
rat, has changed into a Rani of Jhansi, who will not shnnk from
killing because her conntry, her patriotism, demands ir.

October 23 1943

The Nippon Government has granted recognition to our
Provisional Government and has promised “every possible co-
aperation and suppoart in the Provisional Gavernment's efforts to
arwain its object : Complete Independence of India.” _

I am now living in the Camp. OQur daily routine of drill,
lectures, musketry training, has begun. 1 have been told that
1 must put in extra hours and quabfy as an officer, and I am
going to do it.

A school for training “administratars ” for the liberated zones
as our Army marches ahead into India, has come into éxistence,
Only highly qualified persons are admitted. There are techai-
cians and admunistxative experts among, them..

!

October 25, 194_';

“The second meeting of the Council of Ministers has unanj.
mously passed the following resolution at five minutes past
midnight last night : The Provisional Goveenment of Azad Hj,
declaces war on Britsin‘and the U.S.A” zd Hiad

Fle )
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When Netajt declared this at the Padang mass rally, opposite
the stately municipal buildings n the evemung yesterday, shouts
and slogans rent the skies and volley after volley of frenzied
cheering greeted the news For a full quarter of an hour the
vast audience of over fifty thousand was uncontrollable, It broke
the cordon 1 several places, trying to reach the platform  When
Netaji asked them to stand where they were and raise their hands
to express their approval, a forest of hands went up Then the
Fau) soldiers Lifted their niffes and placed them on their shoulders,
gwving their consent by a forest of bayonets It was a scene which
I shall never forget "I too unsheathed my bayonet and held it
aloft We were madly shouting our baule-cry’; “On to Delhn.”

Yesterday a military parade of the Fauj was also held in the
morning at the Padang before the Takuberust. At exactly half
ﬁ“t ten, Netajt arrived  He s very punctual Accompamed by

1s Cabinet, Netay inspected the Fauy and took the salute. Wich
a soul-stirring speech he raised the morale of the soldiers sky-high.
Our Regiment was also there  If Netap had asked me to cut
my throat for my country, [ could have done 1t on the spot.

Netajt ponted out that the Fauj has only one sigle aim?
the Iiberation of Mother India, that the Fauj has only one desti-
nation the ancient Red Dellt Fort, He asked if there was any-
body who wanted to leave the Acrmy, who had got 1nto 1t 1n the
fiese Bush of enthusiasm, bur had thanged his mind on second
choughts.  Suchea person must apenly approach him,—he can
fall out.  Thete should be no doube about the fact that the Fay)
15 and always will be a volunteer army  No compulsion of any
sort can be enforced He asked the World to witness that not
one was willing to fall out. He added :

*When the Azad H;
do so under the lea,
when 1t marches 1n
ed tracts will autol

nd Fauj launches js fight, it will
dership of 1ts own Government,  And
to India, the admnstration of the liberat-
matically come 1nto the hands of our Pro-
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vistonal Government...... India’s Iiberation shall be achiev-
ed by Indian effort and sacnifice, through our own Faup”

October 26, 1943

I must record the stimng event that took place at the Jalan
& Besar Stadwm, where Netap scored success on a new frone
yesterday., .

)

Money and gifts have been pouring in ever since Netaji has
arrnved 1n Syonan  Bue he was not satisfied with the collections,
So, Netajt 1ssucd a speenal appeal and spoke to dhe wealthy Indian
businessmen ac the Stadum.

Netajt thundered :

“Look at~those wha have volunteered to join the lndian
National Army and who are now getung the necessary tramning,
They do not know how many of them would live to see India frec.
They are getting ready with the one thoughe of shedding thar
last drop of blood. They are getting ready to go to a free Indua
or to dic on the way. There 1s no programme of retreat for
them .ecvinreee

“When the I. N. A. is gettung trained cither to march to
victory ot to spull its last drop of blood on the way the rich people
are ashing me whether total mobilisauon means 10 per cent or 3
per cent of their nches I would ash these people who are speak-
g of percentages whether we can tell our soldiers to fight and

spill only 10 per cent of their blood and save the rest ... ..

“The poor classes have been conung forward voluntanly and
with enthusiastic spint to offer everything that they have. Poarer
class Indians hike watchmen, washermen, barbers, perty shop-
keepers and gowalas have come forward with all that they have,
And 1n addition to that some of them have also offered to become

volunteersimne

1
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' Some of these poor people came to me and not only did they
gnve all the cash they had 1n therr pochets but went further and
gave me t ar Savings Bank books which represent therr Inves'
savings  Are there not rich tnen among the Induans 1n Malaya
who can come forward and say in the same spic Here 1s my
bank bdok for the cause of Indian Independence ?

Indians as a nation believé in the ideal of self sacrifice
Among the Hindus we have the ideal of the Sanyasins and the
Mushums have the way of the Faquus  Can there be a greater
cause a nobler cause and a holier cause than that of lberating
38 crores of human souls ?

My frst request to Malaya 15 for 10 crores of rupees,
which would be approximately 10 per cent of the value of
Indian possessions 1n Malaya

When the collections began nearly seven mullion dollars
were recenved on the spor. Within tne nexe 24 hours the total
collections have reached the figute of 1 crore and 30 lakh dollars

The Reich Foreign Munuster Herr Von Rxbbcm:mp has sent
an official telegram to Netayt that the Reich Governmene recog
nises the newly formed Provisional Government of Azad Hind
So alsg hasve Free Burma and Free Philippine Government

October 28 1943
Netayt sssucd 2 statement when he met warld
the honan Club to-day MO presmen at
He says

With the formation of the Provisional Government of
Azad Hind the second dream of my poliucal hfe has been
fulfilled —che firse being thy

lutionary army Only one more dream now remamns to be
fulfilled namely to fight and win our freedom
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“The world knows of course that Nationalist India hae
been at war with Britamn for a long tme  Nevertheless, suice
the Provisional Government of kree India has been formed
for the first tume, such a declaration has been necessary,
order to clanfy our atutude towards Britun and Amenca .

“This declaration of war s not 2 propaganda stunt.
We shall preve by our actions that we mean what we say.
1, for one, would never have been a party to such a decision,
if 1 had not been confident of puttng that decision 1nto
practice.”

November 8, 1943

Newap has recenved a message of felicitations from Inghy
Republicans. He was thnlled by 1« I was in office when ¢
amved  He read 1t out to us and then told us how the telegram,
broughe back to huis mind vividly the many friends that he had
made 1n the * Emerald Isle of Eire’, and the sacred places, halloy,.
ed by deeds of martyrdom, that he had visited He ﬁm”y said
*“Qur causc also 15 just  Our demand also 15 for our burth.r; h:,'
We too are prepared to pay the pricc We too must thgxc%o
wmph  Freedom for India must come, as 1t came for Eire,” g

Croatia, China and Manchukuo have recognised oy, Pr
sional Government. oV

Novembe, 3, 1913

Netayt, accompanied by his Staff,—~P—is incpy,
gone to Tokyo The Greater East Asia Nations Confere,
mecong  Netayt has refused to artend 1t as 2 delegate Hn“' s
as an Obsener ’, a position consistent with our stand d:: gocs
arc only a Pr [ Gove and cheref ot L we
the future Free Governmene of India Commye
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“Same of these poor people came to me, and not only did they

guve all the cash they had in therr pockets, but went further anc!

“gave me ti sir Savmgs Bank books, wlich represent ther lves'

savings  Are there not rich men among the Indians 1n Malaya

who can come forward and say in the same spine+ * Here 15 my
bank book for the cause of Indian Independence’ ., ...

* Indians as a nation belieré 1o the 1deal of self sacrifice.
Among the Hindus we have the ideal of the Sanyasins and the
Mushms have the way of the Faquies  Can there be a greater

cause, a nobler cause and a holier cause than that of liberating
38 crores of human souls ?

“My fiest request to Malaya 15 for 10 crores of fupees,

which would be approximately 10 per cent of the value of
Indian possessions m Malaya™ ., »

When the collections bcgnn. realy seven million dollais
were recetved on the spot - Within the next 24 hours the total
callections have reached the figure of 1 crore and 30 lakh dollars.

The Reich Forergn Minister, Herr Von Ribbentrop, has sent
an offical telegram to Netapt that the Reich Government recog-
nises the newly formed Provisional Government of Azad Hind
So alsg bave Free Burma and Free Phulippine Government

. October 28, 1943
Netaje 1ssued a statement when | t
the Konan Club to-day. e met world pressmen ®

He says

.
Wich the formation of the Provisiona} Government of

Azad Hind, the second dr £ b
fulfilled,—the firse being tliam ot my pohiical Iife has been

. lutionary amy  Only one
fulfilled, namely, to ﬁyght a

72
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The world knows of course that Nationalist India has
been at war with Britam for a long ume  Nevertheless suxce
the Provistonal Government of Free India has been formed
for the first img such a declaration has been necessary, tn
order to clanfy our atticude towards Britan and Amenica

This declaration of war 15 not a propaganda stunt
We shall prove by our actions that we mean what we say
1 for one would never have been a party to such a decision,
if 1 had not been confident of putung that decision 1nto
practice

November 8, 1943

Netap has recerved a message of feliatations from Irish
Republicans  He was tholled by it I was in office when 1t
amived  He read 1t out to us and then told us hew the telegram
brought back to his mmnd vividly the many friends that he had
made in the Emerald Isle of Ewre  and the sacred places hallow
ed by deeds of martyrdom that he had visited He finally said

Qur cause also 1s just  Our demand also 15 for our birth nght:
We too are prepared to pay the price We too must therefore
trumph  Freedom for India must come as 1t came for Eyre *

Croana  China and Manchukuo have recognised our Provie
sional Government

November 8 1943

Netapp accompanied by hus Staff —Po—yg included—has
gone to Tokyo The Greater East Asia Nations Conferen
meeting  Netaji has refused to ateend 1t a5 a dele ate He ot
as an Observer a posttion consistent with ourgstand th B
are only a Provisional Government and therefore o
the future Free Government of India canneE commie
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The Conference has adopted a tesolution sponsored by Adr-
pada Dr. Ba Maw gwing full support to India's struggle for
independence  Dr Chumen Okawa, a noted Jap authouty on -
Indian problems, declared that India’s independence 15 indispes-

sable to the peace of East Asa ,

The Nippon Governmene has transferred the Andamans and
Nicobar Istands to the Provisional Government of Azad Hind.
Gen Tojo offically made the declaration 1n the Conference
Netajt his given a press interview  He says

*For Indsans the return of the Andamans represents the firet
territory to be liberated from Brish yoke By the acquusition
of thus terrttory, the Provisional Government has now become 4
navonal entity 1 fact as well as in name  The bberation of the
Andamans has a symbolic significance because the Andama s
was always used by the Brush as a prson for poliscal
prsoners  Most of the polinical prisoners sentenced to penal servt
tude for conspiracies to overthrow the British Government —and
there have been hundreds of them,—were locked up 1n ths Islan i
Like the Basulle in Pans, which was Liberated first in the French
Revolution, setting free political prisoners, the Andamans whee
our patriots suffered much, 15 the first to be liberated 1 India's
fight for ndependence  Part by part, Indian terntory will be
hiberated but 1t 15 always the first plot of fand thar holds the most
sigmficance We have renamed Andamans as * Shaheed’, m
memory of the martyrs, the Nicobar— Swara;* »

We stand with heads crece  We take no subsidiary position
to anybody 1n the East ar the Wese

. The Government of Italy has recognised ous Provisional
Government,

December 2, 1943

1 accompanied Sti T—, Chaitman of Malaya Branch, on 2
tour of Nftcen days
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The League in Malaya has a very wital part to play in tus
last stage of our struggle Part of our Army has already
marched north and has been posted i Burma  Our Govern
ment has declared war on Britamn and America—and the word
compromuse has been struck off from our dictionary Malaya
15 to be the rear headquarters  From here must fiow the unbrdken
stream of volunteers for the Fauy and money to keep our Govern-
ment and our Army gomng  Swnce the arnval of Netajt the worn
of the I I L has been placed on a thorough footing  Reorgansa
tion has been carried 1nto each branch and sub-branch of the I }
L Netap has fixed the quota of 20000 volunteers for the Fayj
from Malaya for the coming year We have begun giving milt
tary tramning to every Indian whether he volunteers for the Fayy
or not What the Britisher has denied to Indians for a centurv,
our popular Government has provided free of obligations to every-
body We must make Indians a martial race and remove the
stigma which she British bave brought vpon us  Also, I suspect,
we are gettng ready for all eventuahities

Our I I L membership posiion has improved Nerap
wants every Indan to be a member  Ar present the position
Syonan Johore and Malacca shows membership to be 54, 66 &
60 per cent of the Indian population

The work of the I 1 L branches consists of souial welfare
political propaganda recrutment collection of funds, cultural
work and so on Hindustam classes have grown in number
since my last visit There are classes 1 each settlement of Induans
There was not one place where I did not find men and women
struggling to learn the language  As the population m the inte
rioc ts mostly Tanul this really represents the nationalise upsurge
among them In Kuala Lumpur, Hindustant lessons are bro:ndca::.

Thus does not mean that we have no schools for the children

i Tamil  The Ramakrishna Mission does Hindustani Prachar
work and helps the I 1 L 10 many ways  These mussionaries of

T 7
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India are really patriotic, and their devotion to suffecing humanity
easily vies with the best European mission work

Set K—joned ps i Johore and Malacca toues He 1s a
powerful speaker  He told me that the demand for membership
badges has become very great The membership 15 now 1n the
neighbourhood of two lakhs and twenty five thousand A new
“ Workers* Badge ", with light blue border, has been mtroduced
for I I L active workers He told me that some fifteen thousand
have been already distributed n Malaya alone  They are only
meane for full cume, twenty four hour wockers of the League
Every one who wears 1t 15 equal and a brother to every other,

trrespective of the difference 1n tmportance so far as jobs are con-
cerned.

A Ceylon Department of the I I L has also begun work,

Qur daly paper—" Poorna Swaraj"—~is very popular It
reaches every comner where Indians can read  The Weekly—
*Jar Hind —is also ropular I remember the meeting 1n Penang,
—n ten minutes I sold a hundred copies  And I was only one of

a big batch sclling the paper,

December 10, 1943

Is 1 not surprsing, when one sits back to think of i,

the harmontous mixture we have of all communities and races

our ] 1 L wotk? There 1s no communalism at all  Muslims,
Hindus, Cheistians, Jews, Dogras,~all are wotking together

There 15 also the wonderful solution of the communal pro-
e we bave browghe Wover m dh oar camps  In our Jhans
Tranmng Camp, all sit together in one row 1o eat, the vegetarians
as well as nonvegeranans  Vegetarian food 1s firse served to
everybody  Then che meat or fish dishes are given to those wno
seek them We all sit mixed up  Food snobbery has been
killed with a heavy hand  This was a big problem 1 the begin-

78 -



HUKUMUT ¢ AZAD HIND

mag Butthe I T L educated our masses with repeated meet-
ings and emphasis on patnotism Our success n qus regard 15
an cye opener to people m India, who are vicums of the Buush
divide and rule policy Face to face with the freedom objecuive,
communalism will find 1ts death  Dud not Hindus get invited to
Mushm mosques and Muslims to Hindu ceremonies 1n e 1921
Nen Co-operation and Khilafat days? Communalism can only
breed among slaves who have no political objective’ who have not
the freedom urge  Communalism 1s the luxury of the idle rich
who are enemics of thewr country

I have heard ominous rumours St K—told me so I have
no reason to disbelieve them  The Japs are scared of the great
strength that the I 1 L has secured under the leadership of
Subhas Babu They did not count on Netap taking up such a
pure nauonalist attitude regarding Indian Independence  They
are thwarted at cach turn by Netajt as soon as he suspects the
least move to turn us to puppets  And that has is own con-
sequences The reason why we cannot have a bigger number
than 40 000 1n the Fauj 15 now explamed The Japs refuse to
allow a bigger number  Also the difficulties about procuning
manufactured matenal for the day to day nccessitics of the Fiyj
Soldiers —the Japs excusing themselves by saying that their own
soldiers have to suffer shortages! But Netay pointed 1o the
market stocks They fell back on the excuse of avilian needs
and the necessity of rationing and control for the markets Sr
RN—told me that Netajt 1s very vexed over the problem  The last
consignment of blankets we recenved for the Ramy Jhansi Regr
ment was boughe 1n the black markee!

December 27, 1943

Netaj attended the prize-distribution cer f
l;l:moml Schrgol at 9 Norris Road A xmalin;::;:l?d: si{:g:g
he national bias of the school and listed
s i .urc the foHowmg as the
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Hindustam, Indian National History, Lives of national
leaders hike Gandhy, Tilak, Nehrus, C R Das, Indian Geogra-
phy ., Music and National Songs , Nature study , Handwork &
Deawimng . Anthmetic, Hygiene  Gardening , Moral wraming
Physical training & games , Soap making Ink making , Electro-
plztmg’ , Water punifying , Repairing a bicycle, gramophone and
watch  Elementary fantry traning 1s included 1n drill,

The School 1s co educational, and boys and girls of twelve
years and above are taken  Evenung two hour classes cover adules
for lueracy.

TFhere used to be a small one dollar fee, but now the fee has
been abolished . ..

As a revolutionary army, our Fauj lives most frugally, A
Colonel s pay 1s Rs 250| per month a Major gets Rs 185] ~ The
Fauy supplees food and clothes  But we lve like revolutionanes,
and contribute every pie we can save to the [ [ L Funds

Our collections up till the end of this year have reached a
total of 77 27 947 dollars  Syonan tops the hist 1n Malaya with
29 lakhs, 94 thousand \ y

. And this does not include jewellery and silver ware which
was given as gift  That adds another 86 thousand doltars 1
have gathered the figures from Sn M—, our Chuef Accounts

Qfficer . .

When Netaji visited Penang recently, in the public meeting
e appealed for tunds for the Provisional Government A young
domestic servant tn che audience brought out a siver flower vase
and gave 1t as gift to Netapn  He said this was the only jewel he
P and 1t was hallowed by the memory of hus dear departed
mother Netat retated the facts about the flower vase to the vast
audience and auctioned 1t He sard he would aceept no bid less
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than twenty-five thousand dollars  The bids climbed on and on,
The vase ultimarely ferched a lakh and five thousand dollars !

December 30, 1943

Netaji st foot on free Indian soil for the first time at the
Shaheed Islands and hoisted the Trcolour over Port Blaw, the
scenc of so much suffering and torture for Indian revolutionaries.

Jar-Hind !

January 4, 1944

Col. B—visited our Rani Jhanst Regiment Camp and lectured
to us on military disciphine.

Capr. L—appealed to the visiting delegates of the League
to recrut as many educated guels for the Regiment as possible,

Six fresh recruits have joined our Rant Jhansi Camp today
from Selangor State ; tvo from Kuala Lumpur. In Kuala Lum-
pur a Dustniet Relief Camp has been opened and has got more
than a thouscnd mates, In the Welfare Centre Hospital last
month 441 were admured.  The medical celief problem s raxiag
our resources considerably........ Quunine stocks are gettng
exhausted as fast as we get them.

I was reprimanded by Capt. L— for being chaotic in my
work. She is night.  Buc I have never worked like this before,
And when 1 look back—the high-strung convent girl I used to
be, with the “darling " Prince-of-Wales” picture on my dressing-
table, with my hystenc intonations and sentimentaf furts—I do
find I have changed out of recognition,

Yesterday we witnessed a small playlet called “Chalo Dyl

It was staged by the recruiss at Labis. “Bharata Purtan™ ang

“Jallanwalla Bagh™ were also put up. They are fine educative

propaganda playlets. I was quite excited when I heard Gen, Dyc;
‘
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AN
give the order to shoot The acting was supesh [ believe a
Iuerary revival has occured among our younger writers  Those
who never thought they could write, have wutten inspiring poems
and dramas  The arcumstances produce the writers, I dare say
that 15 the explanation for 1 .

TheI I L has circumvented the ban on ncreasing the size
of the Fau) beyond 40,000 by appealing to all Indsans, including.
women, to go through a short course of military traming at the
camps We have quite a number of them dotting the territories
of Malaya and Burma, and alse Thailand  The slogan 15 Every
. Indran must know how to handle modern arms  We must regan
o+ militancy, every one of us —even the children, so that nobody
—neither the Brush nor the Jap impenalists—can hope to keep
us slaves

“CHALO DiLLI?
. January 8, 1944

So here we are 1n Rangoon. Our Advance Headquarters has
been shifted to Burma in order to be nearer the fighung line

There 1s another reason too Netap and his Staff Officers
have been suspecung that the Japanese Army authorrties are not
very anxious to sce the Fauj taking immediate offensive from
Burma  But Netajt has been firm, and hence the move to Ran-
goon  The Japanese 1dea that their Army shall take Imphal, and
the Fau) can come and belp later, 15 monstrous  The Fawy must
lead n the battles for entry nto India It 15 onr bactle

General Loganadan has been app d Chief C
of Shaheed Islands by our Provisional Government

January 26, 1944

To day we celebrated Independence Day  Netapt made an
, wspuing speech before an audience which could not be less chan
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CHALO DILLI'

sixty thousand. People- had walked seven to ten mules to.reach
che meetng place. . o v

There was an inaident which T must record.

Ac the beginming of the meeung Netaji was garlanded, He
had wound the garland of flowers round his hagld as he spoke,
When he finshed his surrng speech enthustasm was fever-hear,
Then an idea struck hum. He asked if anybody was ready to
buy the garland ; the money he would receive would go to the
Fauj funds.

The first bid was one lakh of rupees. In a few minutes, the
figue swelled. One lakh——one lakh and a half—three lahhs—

four—four and a quarter—fve—six-—seven fakhs! 7
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the fate of the flowers will be the fate of this youth tomerrow.
But he was happy and radmny, a glow hghred his eyes as he
¢walked away wich 1t

I have been posted at the Maymyo Military Hospital. Our
Rani Jhanst Regument has been entrusted with Nursing and Red
Cross work.  We held a meeting today evening abous it Capt.
L——-Presxdcd. ‘We have volunteered for active service, nor for
safe nursing behind the front. Bur ultimately we decided t0

roceed to Maymyo and work there for the time being.  We shall
fEnst obey and then submit our protests.

I very neacly quacrelled with P—when he nagged me about
my “long face™. 1am very upset. But I must control myself.

February 15, 1944

We are settled in the Maymyo Hospital. Our Fauj has gone
into action, and we have received the first contingents of the
wounded. The Fauj has been successful in its onward march.
On 4th February the first action began. By today the Fauj has
made considerable progeess.......

. We have submitred a petition to Netaji 7

*Qur training has been satisfactory and complete. But we
ate now denied access to the front-hine, We are reduced to a
corps of nurses. 'This is un-understandable, Why are we bcing{
treated thus ? You gave us the name of the valianc Rani of Jhansw
When you opened our first training camp in Syonan you assured
us that we could go and fight in the thick of the battle ke the
Rani, that our presence in the armed forces would demoralise our
enemues and retrieve the Indian soldiers from the Brtish Army. We
beg of you to give immediate orders to send us to the bartle-front...

“We have signed d_’ds petition with our blood, in order to
prove to you our determination to give opr lives in the cause of

8
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freedom of our Motherland. Test us, Netaji.  You will never
find us wantng,”

The peution was signed by two Maharashtrian Brabhmin, two
Bengalee Brahmun, and two Gujarati Bania guls, all from “non.
martial ” races, with blood which we all supplied by cutting our
fingers,

We expect an carly reply,  We have faith in our Netajt. He
will not lec us down,

March 2, 1944

Hurrah! We are off.  Orders have been received and two
companies have been allowed from the Rani Jhansi Regiment o
proceed to the front, We have been warned that the front line
conditions are yery rough,

I am gomng, P—. If I do not come back, do not grieve for
me. I would like you to remarry—with onc suggestion: You
can choose from the active workers of the Rani Jhansi Regiment.
iAf pamted, lip-sticked doll will never suit you after your preseat
ife.

Good-bye—good-bye—goodbye to you also, my son in far
away Punjabl.......

Mareh 22, 1944

Col. Chatter)i has been appointed Gove £
rated zones by our vauxom.lpPGOovcmman wnor of che fise libe-

Ugly whispers have come to m
b:havmgyscandglomly. We have 20),100%1’2{:%:::'&?; IEPS are
Only 10,000 are at the front today. Bt into che bs t:] c‘; urmIa.
5,000 are actually fighung. And even these haye bmmbc o]:. ly
up wnco small lots on a dozen sectors hihe Tamu, Kohima r;’alej
- 3 L Fals
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and Tiddim. Why 1s the Fauj not concentrating all its strength
1n one sector, so that we can break through mnto Assam or Bengal?
And why should we be stamping our feet 1dly hke this, when
our men are 50 keen on getung into the bartle ?

May 21, 1944,

I have not written anything about my Iife at the front. The
wound 1n my hand and head prevented it so far, ~Those wese
hectic days  Let me recapitulate,

When we reached the front, the condiions of living were
very hard indeed  We were short of food, short of clothung,

shore of ammunwion  But we did not care.

The front was a huge jungle full of small hlls and thin valleys,
The village n which we had our headquarters had never seen
women warriors, and we became extubition picces.  As the news
spread, men and women travelled long distances co see us. News
spread to the army opposte also, as we learnt from prisoners
raken from the patrols of the enemy.

After days of dull stamping of feet at the village, we at last
got orders to prepare to go 1nto action  We had a long march to
do and we started at three 1n the morning.  No hghts—t was a
dark morming—we were told not to make unnecessary noise—
not to shout slogans—just quickly march on

After what scemed like endless nules, we at last’ teached a
hull where we were made ta take up posiions  The Brutish Army,
was beyond the no-man's land, a distance of a mile or so, Thcy'
were not &xpecting us here  They marched right 1nto our valley.
We wondered when the signal wifiee woold be gven. The op-
portunity seemed to pass. At last the order was given,

1 suppose we all forgot our sex.  We were just automatons.
We fired, refilled and fired agamn, and yet agamn, endlessly. And
then the order—* Fux Bayonets "—then, * Charge”,

\
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I leapt forward and began running precipitatcly down the
hill. Somebody who was running ahead of me fell down. I
could not stop mysclf. My foot crushed her outstretched hand,
With the mad shout of JarHind on my hps I continued running
down hill. It scems our soldiers were on other hillocks all asound,
tuding 1n the dense jungle. Loud and long shouts of “Inquilab
Zindabad ” and * Azad Hind Zindabad " resounded as we ran
ahead. Then 1 suddenly felt a blow, 1 stumbled,—~and fell. 1
must have become unconscious.  When I reganed consciousness
I was being taken to the rear on a stretcher. 1 gt my tecth not
to let out a moan. My poor head was reehing wih pan.  But
my pride was greater than the pam,

I shut my eyes. 1 thoughe the strescher-bearers were rough
men. They tossed me so violently | After what scemed an age,
I was placed on the ground, We had reached the ficld hospital.
My wounds have now healed. I can walk about. Later I learnt
that the bayoner charge was not necessary. The enemy had
surrendered. We had many casualuies, but we had won an im-
portant victory. We had been actually on the Indo-Burma border,
.Ianéi the success of the day’s fighting had taken us over into

ndia.......

1 am being sent back to Rangoon from thss Maymyo Hos
pual. I have orders to join Rangoon Headquarters.

In the days that have gone by since I last wrote my dury,
many things have happened.

On 18th March the Fauj successfully crossed the border and
entered India. T am told our soldiers did *Sashtang Namascar *
to Mother India and kissed the soil chae day. It was a touching
scene. They vowed with the sod of Mother India 1n their hands
thac they will not falter in the fighe, that they will not rese wll
Inda 15 free,
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Other engagements were also foughe. Imphal was surround-
ed. Morai, Kohuma and several villages were taken by the Fauj
and Jap detachments. Monsoon and the lack of air support were
the main handicaps. Where has the Jap Air Force disappeared ?
The Fauj does not have a single awr-plane! We have had to
withdraw from Manipur. Why? Who was responsible for
the Iack of air support, equipment, feod, transporc? 1
hear the Japs are letting us down at the critical moment., But in
the first battles of the Fauj with British troops, our patriots have
proved beyond doube that given a reasonsble chance, we can
defear and drive out the Briushers.  The courage, the tenacity and
the fighting spirit exhibited by the civil recruits—mostly clerks
and bustnessmen and labourers—once for all explodes sky-high the
Briish mulitary theory of martial and non-martial races.” Instance
after instance can be recorded of sublime devotion to duty and
heroism.  Badly clothed, badly fed and short of ammuinition,—
with hardly any aic-protection, our Azad Hind soldiers drove back
a well-equipped army of the British. I am told our soldiers were
irresisuble in hand-to-hand fighting. They fought with the te-
nacity of wild tigers.  After all, our emblem of the *Tiger® was
not selected for nothing. The hills of Arakan, Imphal and Palel
shall ever ring with our slogans. The sod has been sprinkled
with our blood. The very air is sanctified by the breath of our
dying heraes.

May 26, 1944
1 have heard about an interesting episode in the Imphal front
bactles.

Indians in the British Army were facing our Fauj soldiers in
one scctor.

.

Our Fauj soldiers raised a placard so thar the Indian soldiers
opposite could read on i3 ' Come over to us and fight for the
freedom of our country.” R
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The Indian soldiers rephed by a return placard  “You are
slaves of Japan, you have shortage of food, come over to us, and
you can eat belly-fulls.” «

Promptly came the reply from our Fauy  * We are no slaves
of Japan We fight under orders of Subhas Babu As regards
food, 1t-15 better to eat grass of freedom than to eat ghee and awa
of slavery.”

And our men butst forth into the Zanda song
Sar par Tiranga Zanda, jalawa dikha raha har,
Kaumi Tiranga Zandat, oonchat raho jahanmar §
Ho ten safabhandt jyoon chand asman man

Tu man haya hamara, t san haya haman,
Tu it ka nishan ho, tu jin haya haman,
Har ek basarki lue pur zant haya yai duvayain,
Kaum Tirangt Zanda ham shobhsas vodayatn.

Akash or jammn pur ho tera bol bala,

Zook jayar teras hur ta) takhatwalla

Har komki najarmain tu aman ka nishan ho,
Ho aisa1 mussar saya tera jahan ho

Mustak bar nawabe khoosh hokar ga raha hay,
Sar pur Tiranga Zanda jalwa dikha raha hai,
Kaumi Tiranga1 Zandar conchar raho jghan mar!

From across the barrier voaiferous clapping was the answer
I am told the platoon on the Brush side was immeduately with-
drawn and replaced by a Britsh Company
‘ June 2, 1944
I am back 1 Rangoon P-—came to fetch me at the May-
myo Hospital  In the train, on the way back, he told me severa
interesting tit bits
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The first was about the Jap Ambassador appointed to pur
Provisional Gavernment, He arnved 1 Rangoon and “sought
audience of Netap Quuckly came back the answer;
“Send up yaur credenttals to be checked by the Minustry of
Foresgn Affaws.” The Ambassador replied  “Bue my papers have
been lefe behind i Tokyo.” Netayt was fism  “ It 15 not possible
to grant an interview without inspecting your credentsals.”«

And the poor Ambassador had to cool his hecls ull the reles

vant papers were recerved from Tokyo.

Netajt never permits anybody to transgress the sanctity of
our Provisional Government. 4

P—says that every Japanese Officer bows low when he comes
1h Netayi's presence  Not only that, but he bows even when he
passes Netay's photograph, as he would do before that of his own
Emperor.

P—esclated the story of the selease of Dr. J—. He had an
Englsh wife.  So the Japs had suspected fum of being an Enghsh
spy and had locked fum up in the Jal Al avempts to ger hum
released had faled. Finally, 2 peumon went to Newp, He
wrote across it “1f he 15 3 spy, the Japanese Gavernment 1s fully
entitled to shoot him, But if there are no proofs to that allegation,
I demand that as an Indin subject he should be immediately
set at liberty.”  And Dr. J—was released, -

, June 4, 1984

I am in Rangoon 3gain. Sri K—telated a2 stary of the bea
very of our men when, Imphal had been surrounded.

Palel Aerodrome had been almost reached by the Fauj and
some Jap detachments, It had been decded to storm the
Acrodrome at mght.

]
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Our solders had run shoct of rations ﬂmy had lived on
roats and wild fruits from the jungles, along with a very meagee
ration of rice  So our Commander approached hus Jap counterpart
and requested that enough to cook one meal be given to them from

the Jap stocks

The Jap Commander politely rephed  “ We ate also shore
of rations  Food in plenty lies where we are gong tomughe *

Our Commander was annoyed He swore that he wowa
get food for tus men at any cost before mightfall  He gathered
his men and spoke to them  Food 15 only available at che Acro-
drome 1n front of us  The Japs cannot spare even a handful of
rice to us | suggest we show these Nippon men that Indians
can fend out for themselves—can fight’and win even on empty
stomachs  Then we shall give them food  If you consent, off
we go now to the Acrodrome’

With loid shouts of *Jar Hind* our Fauj soldiers stormed
the Aerodrome  And such was the feroaity of the charge, and
the unexpectedness of the artack that the Aerodrome was taken
before the Brtush soldiers could mobilise their strength

Thus we secured food as well as reputation for bravery.

St K—was accompanied by the young twelve year-old
daughter of Srt A~ She sings so beauntfully ~ She has a vawce
with a silken strand 1n 1t She sang our marching song ,

Kadam kadam badhaye 1, Ters himmar badhtr rahe,

Khushi ka git gaya ja, Khuda tert sunta rahe ,
Yaha jindagy haya komki, Jo samne ten chade,
To kompar lutayar j3 7 To khakme mulaye ja !

Tu Shawa: Hind agai budh,  Chalo Dillr pukarke,
Marnassa fir bl tu ne dur,  Komt nishan samal ke,
Asman tuk oothakar sur, Lal Kille gadhle,
Joshai batan budhayai ja | Lahraye ya, lahraye ja
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The picture of my recent fighting days arose before my eyes.
How many precious Indian lives were being offered up for the
cause of our freedom !~~But we shall not falter, even if the last
Indian has nothing more than an axe to fight wich.

*Yaha jindagi haya komks,
To kompar lutayai ja!”

June 5, 1944

Stt R—looked us up at tea-time in the morning. He des-
enibed to us how 1n the beginning of Apnl the National Bank of

Azad Hind came into existence.

Netaji was discussingfinance problems with a Mushm multi-
miflionaie here 1n Rangoon  He suggested to him that we must
have our own Bank, because a Government without a bank is un-
heard of. Again as soon as Imphal falls, our Government would
be 1ssuing 1ts own currency, and a bank would be invaluable then,
Netajt asked our friend the multi-millionaire his suggestions for it.

The reply came 1n the form of a question : “Netaji, with
how much capital do you wish to make a beginning 2 ” Subhas
Babu suggested thae fifty lakhs would suffice for the purpose.
Prompt was the answer ;" Oh-ho, is that all you want? Then [
myself shall give 30 lakhs, and the rest of the twenty lakhs I

guarantee to present to you in a week’s time.

And within a fortnight our Bank had taken legal shape and
opcncd its doors to business. Shares totalled 50 lakhs, out of
which 25 lakhs was paidupcapital. The Bank was registered
under the B Law of Reg fon l;s cheques are as good
as the rupee notes in currene use.  All businessitien accept them
and actually prefec them to Jap currency.

Public response has been so good, and our eredit so stable,

that by now three branches have been opencd—and there is 3
90.
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demand for another five.  The Bank keeps all the cah resources
of our Government

P—related how once in the month of May, Netap was ar
the Acrodrome, about to fly to Syonan on urgent business  He
looked very pre occupied.  Our leaders who had come to see him
off did not hnow what was preying on hus mind. A wealthy
Cheteiar approached Neeaps and ashed if it was possible to hnow
the cause of lus wornes  Netajt answered It 15 2 question of
finance I do not think you in Rangoon can solve my problem
I require 20 lakhs of rupces, and ac once, for our Fauy require:
ments  Qur Faup 15 1n a cnucal condition and immeduate reia-
forcements have to be sent.”

In the meanume the acroplane was ready to fly away, and
Netap got mnto hus seat.  For some unknown reason the planc
was delayed by ten munutes  The Chettiar took the problem to
the assemibled leaders Quuch decisions were taken And before
the plane flew away, Subhas Babu was given the list of dorors 0
the twenty lakhs he had asked for,—the whole sum having been
contributed by those present.

I bave pue forth 2 suggestion that on 4th July, the annner
sary of assumption by Netayi of our leadership, we should weigh
him against jewels  For chis an appeal should be 1ssued to womea
to gae therr bangles and nechlaces and nngs. St C—says it 1s
a good suggesuon I am wnung to our Women's Section to
take it up.

I wish the doctors would let me sur about and wock. Thus
convalescent penod 1s trywing in the extreme.

Hase the Jap forces retreated from Kohuna ? Thae 1 what
the Delbt Radio clams. 1 must find out kom P—,

The Fauj 15 taking over guard duties wherever Indua sextle-
menes are found wn Burma.  We shall proteer Indan bines aad
property aganst whatever calamuty may befall us,
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June 13, 194

Mrs H—, her two daughters and son, wvisied me today
afterncon It seems, during the pcnod 1 have been away, nte-
restng events have taken place A Balak Sena has been orga-
mised all over East Asta at Netay's suggestion I talked to the
children and found that the Balak Sena 1s really working a revo-
lution with them

Mrs H—related the story of Dr P—, her neighbour. Dr.
P—had been arrested and locked up on suspicion by the Japanese
Army avthorities  Mrs P—was very distracted and did not
know which way to turn ~ After trying many avenues, Mr H—
took her to Netap  He listened to her story  Then he wrote a
covering letter to the petition demanding the immeduate release
of Dr P— When Mrs P—took Netay's letter to the Jap
Police Inspector, he growled *His Excellency Mr Brose has no

nghe to wterfere in our work.”
e

Mrs P—suggested he should consult hus superiors He
did  She was sent for there and then by the Police Commandant, }
and he uttered these very words *I apologise for the remarks of
my Inspector Once His Excellency Mr Bose sigas your pets-
tion, it has as much authornty as if 1t was signed by our own
Emperor I am passing orders for Dr P—'s release ™

This 1s not a new story  Even 1n Syonan, when Netajt fiest
arnved, many Indians were similarly released  There were four
hundred whe were langushing 1 the Jal under suspicion of
being English spies  They had been roughly treated tortured,
starved and even man-handled  One of the first things Subhas
Babu did was to demand the full details of the accusations agamst
all Indians He wene through them one by one  He visited
some of the prisaners, and sent our leaders to nterview the rese
And finally every one who gave the undertaking thar he would
support the [ T L was released  Even about the handful which
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refused to give the undertaking, Netaji saw to it that torture
would never be used aganst them,

June 20, 1944

. American super-fortresses are said o have ‘bombed tne Jap
mainland, but the damage is reported to be negligible.

My suggestion with regard to weighing our Netsji against
jewels on the 4th of July has been approved. Women are send-
ing in therr precious jewellery,—a Madrasee lady has given away
all her ornaments. I am sending my ear-rings, and necklaces, Out
of the bangles, I am keeping back anly two pairs.

. Sri M—tells me that our L. I. L. Fund has reached the figure
of one crore, thirty-three and a half lakhs of rupees.  In the month
of May ttself nearly fourteen lakhs were collected. These are
figures for Malaya only.

Branches and sub-branches of the L. L L. are now seventy
in Malaya. .

I visited the Headquarters today, Would you believe it—
there are full nineteen departments functioning for the Provi-
sional Government., I counted them. The chief are: Supply,
Finance, Audic, Recruiting and Training, Press-Publicity-Propa-
ganda, Women, Education, Public Health and Social Welfare,
and Recopstruction.  The Rear Headquarters at Syenan duplic
cates the same departments for Malaya, Sumatra, Java and Borneo,

I learnt that the number of branches and sub-branches in
Burma has surpassed those in Malaya, Here they have reached
the figure of one hundred. In Thailand there are twenty-four,
and there are scparate ones in Sumatra, Java, Borneo and so on,
The training camps for the Fauj have also increased.  Now there
are four in Malaya, able to train seven thousand at a time ; four

v
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1n Burma with a capacity for three thousand and one 1n Thailand
traming a thousand  Thesc arg for the rank and file For officers
there are two ~—one m Syonan and ene here 1 Rangoon  Nearly
2 000 officers have been trained so far

For traming the civil service there are now two centres under
the Reconstruction Department—in Syonan and here  These are
the men who will become representatives of the Provisional
Government 1 the liberated areas

Malaya has really been the backbone of our movement  We
have gwven no less than 20000 avilans for the Fauy And .0
money and supplies our total 15 sull fugher than thot of Burma
Thatand or any other part of East Asia

So far as our rehef work 15 concerned a big scheme has been
successfully tackled 1n Malaya Nearly 2000 acres of virgin
jungle was cleared and allotted to our settlers for planting It 1s
soil which will give very good returns  Qur Malays Branch has
supplied the serclers with the necessary implements seeds fact
liies to build houses and some advance 1n money so that they
can begin a new lfe  Thus has relieved the pressure on our Relief
Centres

I walked into the Educatton Department today  There T
mer S A—  He told me that we have no less than sixty five
schools 1n Butma alone National Schoals have now been running
successfully in cvery terntory Malaya has abouc fifty The
most wonderful feat ss the teaching of Hindustani to children as
well as adults  He said that the esumate of the Educaion Depart
ment 15 that now Hindustant has reached every Indian home not
the bazar Hindustamt  but Hindustant which is learnt at the feer
of an ustad  And we must not forget that a large proportion of
~ar population 1s Tamil—from the labouring classes  Good worl,
~—fine work—rteal nation budding work,
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Our Fauj Officers are helping the Burmans with miiary
training 1n thewr Camps  We are giving all the help we can—
even sharing our meagre food rations and equipment  The Japs
have less thought for Burmans than for Indwns, which 15 not
saying much these days

-

June 21, 1944
Met Col A—today He had great praisc for the methods

adopted to chmate communahsm from the ranks of the Fau)
The separate messes for Punjabees, and Madrass and so forth,
have been totally chminated  The recruits sit rogether 1n a row
to eat One plate 15 provided to each recruit  The vegetarian
dish 15 served first  Those who eat meat get it when the servers
come a second nme  They all st mixed up  Besides the atmos-
phere i the Fauy is excellent  He for one, would love to conse-
crate hus Iife to an army like the Faup It 1s a puritan army It
has no indulgence 1n slime and flthy sex wlk, so usual i other
atmies  Here are soldiers who have dedicated themselves to high
panciples  That keeps them buoyed up  They are bound to be
different from mercenertes, who only think of money and a wild
Ife  You could not find a drunkard 1n the Fauy; He would
soon find humself ostracised and thrown out  Here 1s democratic
funcuoning  where brothers 1n a common cause obey dxscnplmc
because 1t 15 necessary for an organusation, not because 1t panders
to pride and snobbishness of the officers

I visited the Headquarters 1n the morning I walked into the
Health and Social ‘Welfare Department. I mer Dr Mss J—.
She explained to me with grear emphasss that the social welfare
work undertaken by the I 1 L was as important as its political
work She said thac if the I T L closed this department we
would soon find that distress and disease would considerably maim
our populauon and prevent 1t from gwing support to out political
programme *We have sent hundreds of doctors and opened
sepeated relief centres in the deepest jungles of Malaya and Burma,
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‘We distribute medicine free as well as arrange for free fatchens as
soon as the need anses  Quinine 1n thousands of pounds has been
distobuted by us Our one Kuala Lumpur Relicf Camp deals
with a daily average of a thousand men women and children and
has a monthly budget of seventy five thousand dollars  We have
a good number of free dispensanies dotuing the’ whole of Burnta
and Malaya apart from the Hospitals and Rest Centres we run
Our Kelewa Health Centre has rendered service to thousands  In
Thatland we have a fully equipped first rate hospital—fre¢ for
Indizns  The Maymyo Hospital has won praise from the Japs
and the Burmese too  We wete short of medicines and medical
aplenCCS. but we had achieved great success all the same

July 1, 1944

Srt K—came for dinner today  He 1s our Auditor General

[ sat with my guest and heard hum explan to a Burmese
friend how our finances are managed He explatned that volun
tary gifts and auctions 1 public meeungs of gardands et were
good sources of income But they could not suffice for all our
expenditure  The need was for a rotal of at least 15 crores of
rupees  and the Provisional Government had therefore lad a tax
on Indians ¥ This tax was not collected on the basis of income or
profits made 1 the year  The procedure was this  First a com
muttee of promunent busmnessmen was formed to esumate the
capttal of every Indian  Then the Government decided chat a
certain percentage of that property—ten per cent—should be pad
m as tax  The Commuttee decided i how many instalments
that share was to be remutted to the Government  The National

. Bank of Azad Hind recerved payments on behalf of the Govern
me it

This tax was collected only from Induans  Instances occurred
of taxdodgers claming to be Burman subjects There were
other who brought up excuses and prevancatians The focmer
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CHALO DILLI

were let off with the proviso that the Azad Hind Government
would refuse to give them protection in the future; the latter
were allowed to go in appeal, and at the end of a long rope, finally
forced to pay.

Burma had been estimated to produce cight crores of rupees,
out of which, up to date, some three and a half crores in cash

and forty lakhs worth of goods had been remitted.

*1n spite of tightened belts round empey stomachs, we have
refused to borrow loans from the Jap or any other Government,
We know one thing : if we tahe loans today, we are jeopardising
the economic freedom of our country tomorrow. Therefore, even
from our friends, we do not take loans—we refuse to borrow
money. All our finances arc based on the cardinal rule : Indians
stand on their own legs ; they refuse stles lene by others. This
has gnen us a loc of independence in our dealings with the Japs.
Also it has prevented our worst enemies from pointing 2 finger
at the smallest item in our programme to say that we have bartered
the future of our country.

“That is also the reason why we have no Japanese trainers
in our Camps, or Jap or German experts on our Staff, or Jap
officers to lead our soldiers in bawle. Qur Favj is Indian from
top to toe.”

Iu[y 4, 1944

Subhas Babu arived from the front h
been touring the whole frone for the lax:O;.n ;oz:gu ::; hhﬁ
personally inspired the soldiers of the Fagj,

To-day begins “Netaji Week ™. T,
Babu ook over the leadership of the sm‘*XZ rlxal;t‘c{nw St
Syonan Conference, Foupth of July ! Theee mﬂﬁg:n;;;thc
9 ians
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stood united behind Subhas Babu on the 4th of July last year and
swore that * Freedom or Death ™ shall be their slogan,

The Jubilee Hall was packed to capacity once again today.
Loud speakers were also installed outside on the road. The whole
scene looked paved with human heads instead of cobble-stones.
The road cutside, the steps, the hall and its lobbies, every nook
and corner was packed with struggling bumanity.

*Qur achievements during the last twelve months can now

be summed up;

1.

We have been able to mobilise men, money and mate-
rials in accordance with the programme of “Towml!
Mobilisation.” \

. We have trained our Army for a modern war and have

expanded it considerably.

We have organised a women’s section in our Army called
the Rani of Jhansi Regiment.

. We have set up our own Government, the Arzi Huku-

mat-¢-Azad Hind, and have obtained recognition from
tune friendly Powers.
A}

. 'We have acquired our first Free Tertitory in the Anda-

mans and Nicobar Islands.

+
. We pushed forward our Headquarters to Burma, and

in February 1944 we launched our War of Independ
On the 21st March we were able to proclaim c: }Zl:: v::flfi
that our troops were already in India.

- We have considerably expanded the work of qur Press.

Propag: '-Publicitx Deg
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8. We hmve set up a new organisation called the Azad Hind
Dal to take over the task of admunistration and recon-
struction 1 Free India

9  We have set up a Bank of our own in Burma—the
National Bank of Azad Hind Ltd We have placed

arders for our own currency ta circulate n Free India

10 We have been able to give a good account of oursclves
1 every sector of the fighting front and our troops have
been pushing on inside Indm, slowly but steaddly, n
spite of all difficulties and hardships

There was 2 ime when people had some doubt as to whe-
ther the Indian National Army would go mto action and whether,
if st went into action it would really defeat the enemy troops
That test we have passed and naturally it has given us unbounded
confidence 1n ourselves

* Since the fighring began on the soil of India, this war has
become our own war, and the feeling that the war has become
aur own war has brought 2 new mspirattort not only to our troops
who are actually fighting but also to these who are behund the
hines

Uptil now, I have not recerved any complamne f;
troops ::[;;ardmg the hardships that they aryc suﬁc{mg T:::: E‘;:
been only one complaint from the men and that 15 when there
has been delay 1n sending them forward  For example, I recentl
visited an hospital where there were men who have c,nthcr b 4
wounded or striken with malarma or some other disease All thcen
troops expressed their desire to be sent bick to the front o
as they were well  These are men whe fought at the f, e
they know the conditions there, and yer they were 1l;x'm]: and
cheerful and optunistic  Withour ndulging 1n any cx:gé:r:ttxft
1
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1 Jad L) ot

§ can say that this feeling of
all Indians in East Asia.......

'.\mtmg

*There is still another season which strengthens our optim-
ism, and that 15 the siwuation inside India. As you are well
aware, so far there has been no compromise between the Congress
Party on the one side and the Britsh Government on the other.
When Mahatma Gandhi was suddenly released some ume ago,
many people were speculating as to whether the release was purely
on grounds of ill-health or 1t was a prelude to a compromise. Now
it is quite clear that the sudden release of Mahatma Gandhi was
ordered purely on medical grounds and that there is no political
motive mvolved. As long as there is no compromise between
Mahatma Gandhi and the Bntish Government, we have no reason
1o feel anxious..... Our task-will be made much easier if there
15 no compromise nside India between the Congress and the
British Government  So far there 15 absolutely no sign of com-
promuse, and what is exceedingly encouraging to us is that che
statements Mahatma Gandhi has made uptil now all point in one
direction, and that 15 that he sces no reason to alter the attitude
he took up about two years ago when he sponsored the “Quit
India " resolution..... eee )

* Therefore, I come to the conclusion that the situation inside
India remains exceedingly favourable to us. One can casily under-
stand that so long as the Congress does not compromise and does
not surrender to the Brish Government, the general atitude of
the people will remain anti-British. As our operations advance,
people will soon realise that there is no other way-of achieving
freedom than fighting for it, and they will decide to participate
in the war and to give us all assistance to conduct our war.”

People had listened to the speech of Netaji spell-bound. Tt
took nearly an hour and a half for the crowd to disPcrsc after the
meeting was over.  Such enthusiasm }
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July 5, 1944

Today was the second day of the Netag Week. The Fauj
soldiers 1n Rangoon held a parade with Subhas Babu taking the
salute It was an tmposing spectacle.  The turn-out of our Reg-
ment was perfect, and Subhas Babu paid us a high compliment.

Netayt spoke to the Fauj soldiers «

*“The formation of the Azad Hind Fauy has been a soutce of
extreme worry and anxiety to our encrues  They tried to 1gnore
1ts existence for a time, but when the news could no longer be
suppressed, their organ—the anti-India Radio at Delhi—started
propaganda to the cffect that Indin prisoners-of-war, under
Japanese contro}, had been coerced mto jorting the army  This

ropaganda could not, however, endure long, because the news
Eegm to filrate into India that large numbers of Indian avi
hans from all parts of East Asia were jouning the Azad Hind Fauy
The experts of the antt India Radio had therefore to alter therr
tactics  They then started fresh propaganda to the effect that
Indian prisoners of war had refused to join the Azad Hind Fay
and that, thereupon, Indian civihans were bemng forced into join-
ing that army. It did not probably strike the wise acres at Dellu
that if 1t was mmpossible to coerce prisoners-of war it joming
the army, 1t was even more impossible to coerce free avilians
into becoming soldiers

* Anybody who has a gramn of common sense will realize that
though a mercenary army can be organtzed by coescion 2 Volune
teer Army can never be so orgamzed  You can perhaps force a
min 1o shoutder a nfle, bor yoo em never foree im w give Tus
life for a cause which 15 not hus own

“ At an carly stage our enemies used to say thar the Azad
Hind Fau) was no army—that 1t was 2 mere propaganda stunt—
and that 1t would never fight. Later on, the ant India Radio ¢
Delhs began to shout that the Azad Hind Fauj had not crossed
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the fronticr of Indiz  Now that frontice has been crossed and the
batte for India s freedom 1s bang waged on Indian soif, cnemy
propagandssts have taken recourse to a last desperate tnck  They
ae now unenung ficuuous dates supposed to have been
gnven out by us for our entry nto Dellu and are abusing us for
not reaching our destination according to schedule

* I have already told you that the Azad Hind Fayy 1 com-
posed both of ex Army men as well as of ex-cvilans 1 may
nform you further that 1t 15 composed not only of men but also
of women

Friends, the Azad Hind Fauy 1s an army which 15 not enly
composed of Indians but it has also been traned by Indians That
army 15 to-day fighting under Indan Officers

The Azad Hind Fauj 1s the military organ of the Provi-
sional Government of Azad Hind  The Provisional Gavernment
and us Army are the servants of the Indun nation
Ther task 15 to fight and hberate India  When that
liberation 1s achseved 1€ will be for the Indian peaple to decermine
the form of Government that they desire The Provisional Govern
ment will then make room for a permanent Government 1 Free
India which will be set up in accordance with the will of the
Indian people  For that glonous day we are now toiing sweating
and fighting

.

Shouts of Jar Hind rose from thousands of throats , the soldiers
lifted thew mfles and placed them high on thewr shoulders and
gave resounding slogans of Chalo-Dilli and Jai Hind

Then Netays referred to the brave exploits of our heroes 1

the Arahan fAght and decorated Major’ M—with the medal
Sardar Jang  for efficient lcadershxp of the Fauj on the Arakan
froat. He also decorated Licut P—~with Vire-Hind’ for Iugh
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standard of patriotism, courage and devotion to duty on St
February.

July 6, 134
Netaji addressed Gandhiji on the radio to-day.

He spoke as if he would speak to his father, straight from
the heart, without hiding a word of his joys and sorrows, without
hushing a single discordant note.

My. short-hand came very handy. 1 should like my son o
read this speech when he grows up. It will w«ll him in one
breath what I have been struggling to record 1n page after page
of this diary.

“Mahatmaji,

“ After the sad demise of Srimati Kasturba in British
custody, it was but natural for your countrymen to be alarmed
over the state of your health....... For Indians outside India,
differences in method are like domestic differences. Ever
since you sponsored the Independence Resolution ar the
Lahore Congress in December 1929, all members of the
Indian Nanonal Congress have had one common goal before
them. For Indians outside India, you are the creator of the
present awakening in our country....... The high esteem
i which you are held by patrictic Indians ousside India aad
by forcign friends of India’s frecdom, was increased a
hundred-fold when you brasely sponsored the * Quit India”
Resolution in August 1H2....,.

“It would be 2 faral mistale on our part to make 2 dis-
tinction between the British Government and the British
people. No doube there is a small group of idealises in Brinain
—as in the U.S.A.—wko would like to ses Indid free. These
idealists, who are weated by their own people as cranks, form
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4 microscopic mumonty  So far as India 15 concemned, for alt
practical purposes, the Briush Government and the Brnush
people mean onc and the same thing Regarding the war
ams of the U S A, I may say that the ruling clique ac
Washington 15 now dreamung of wo-ld dominawon  This
ruling clique and ws intellectual exponeats, mth openly of
the “Amenican Century  In this ruling clique, there are
extremnists who go so far as to call Brrain the 49th State of
the U. S A.

'l can assure you, Mahatmap, that before I finally
decided to set out on this hazardous mussion, I spent days,
weeks and months in carefully considering the pros and cons
of the case. After having sened my people 50 long to the
best of my ability, I could have no desire to be 2 rrawor, or
to gne anyone a jusufication for calling me a twaitor
Thanks to the generosiy and to the affection of my country-
men, I had obtained the highest honour which 1t was possible
for any public wosker 10 India to achieve. I had also bule
up a party consisting of staunch and loyal colleagues who had
mehcxc confidence 1n me By going abroad on 3 perilous
quest, I was rskung oot only my lfe and my whole future
carcer, but what was more, the future of my party  1f 1 had
the shightest hope that without action from abroad we could
win freedom, I would never have left Indua during a crisis
If I had any hope that within our Lfenme we could gt
ancther chance—another golden opportumicy—for winnmg
freedom as during the present war, I doube if I would have
set qut from home.

“There remains but one question for me to answer wich
regard to the Axis powers  Can 1t be possible that [ have
been decenved by them ? I beheve e will be unwersally admae-
ted that the cleverest and the most cunning politcians are to
be foundfamongst Britishers  One who has worked with and
foughe Brtsh politicuans all hus hfe, cannot be decened by
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any other politicians 1n the world  If Bntish politictans have
faled to coax or coerce me no other politician can succeed n
doing so  And if the Brish Government ac whose han Is
I have suffered long imprisonment  persecution and physteal
assault has been unable to demoralize me no other power
can hope to do so I have never done anytlung which
could compromise tn the least either the honour or the self-
respect or the interests of my country

There was a time when Japan was an ally of our enemy
I did not come to Japan so long as there was an Anglo-
Japanese Allunce I did not come o Japan so long as normal
diplomauc relations obtamned between the two countries  [r
was only after Japan took what I considered to be the most
momentous step 10 her history namely  defaration of war
on Britain and America that I decided to vigie Japan of m;
own free will Like so many of my countrymen n)’
sympathues n 1937 and 1938 were with Chunglan Ylv
may remember that as President of the Congress | %vas ou
ponsible for sending out a medical mission to Chungl, o
December 1938 Bhing

Mahatmap you know better than
deeply suspicious the Indian people are :? y::;ig' sl b
I would be the last man to be fluenced |, i Ppromises
{ declarations of policy had been mere P“’muuy apan of hep

Mahatmap 1 should now like
the Provisional Government thar we }2‘:{ “’m“h'ﬂg abot
Provisional Government has as s one ob €t up here,
tion of India from Briush yoke through Jective the liberg
Once our enemies are expelled from lndan armed struggle,
order 15 established the mussion of the pﬂ and peace ang
ment will be oser . The only reng, TOVIsig,) Gover.
our efforts for our suffering and for o £ 8e desie £y
fanf

@ 15 the

The
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freedom of our Motherland. There ace many among us
who would like to retite from the political ficld, once India
is free,. .00t }

*“Nobody would be more happy than ourselves, if by
any chance our countrymen ac home should succeed in libe-
rating themselves through their own/cﬂom. or if by any
chance, the Brish Government accepts your ‘Quit India’
resolution and gives effect to it. We are, however, proceed-
ing on the assumption that neither of the above is possible
and that an armed struggle is inevieable.. ... Inda’s last war
of independence has begun. Troops of the Azad Hind Fauj
are now fighting bravely on the sod of India and in spite of
all difficulty and hardship, they are pushing forward slowly
but steadily. This armed struggle will go on, unul the last
Butisher is thrown out of India and until our Tri-Colour
Natonal Flag proudly floats over the Viceroys house in
New Delhi. - ! .

" Facher of our nation! In this holy war for India's
hberation, we ask for your blessings and good wishes.”

v

' July 9, 1944

Today, in front of thousands of spectatars, Netaji annouaced
the great sacrifice of Sti H—, a Muslim multi-millionaire. He ,
has presented his jewellery, estates and properties worth about a
crore of rupees to the L L L. for the freedom struggle. Newsji
awarded him the medal of Sevake-Hind, He is the fisst to

receive it

P—told me that reports from India are very promising. Bue
our Staff Officers are expecting a long and haed struggle before
the Brucish quic [ndia.  The Brucish are bound to fight desperatcly
w their last effort to save the empire. Minus India, Britain
would become a thisd-rate power. They know it. -
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Subhas Babu talks in inspired Jinguage when he talks abour
victory.  His faith ss really very deep. I wemble at the thoughe ¢
If something were to go wrong with our plans, would he be
broken—too sorely affected ? He has pue all his cggs n this
one basker. Azadi All of us m East Asia are doing 1. God
will protect us.

July 10, 1944

Subhas Babu delivered a thundering oration at the publc
rally. The audience was nearly thirty thousand. He outlined
the strategy of our Movement 1 the following terms .

*We know that so long as the Brtsh Army in Indua
15 not attacked {rom outside, 1t will be able to suppress the
revolutionary movement n the country. The Azad Hind
Fauy has, therefore, set up the ‘Second Front’ 1 India’s war
of emancipation  When we advance further into India and
the Induan people see with therr own eyes, the Brtish forces
falling back, they will get the confidence that Britam's down-
fall 1s at hand. Then only will they risk their necks and
come and join hands with our advancing forces to lIiberate
the country  Together we shall then pursue the Briush and
expel them from the sod of India .....

“Friends! Only a fool would mummise the strength
of the cnemy. We have scen heterogenous armies of our
enemies wn the Arakans, in the Kaladaa and Haka sectors, 1n
the Tiddim area and n Manipur and Assam.  As we anu-
crpated Jong ago, their rations and equipment are superior to
ours, because they have been looting India 1n order to fighe
us. We have, nevertheless, beaten them everywhere, Re-
volutionary armies everywhere i the world have o Egh:’
ander condijons sumilar to ours but they, nevertheless,
trumph at the end Therr strength does not ‘come from beer
and rum, unned-pork and bully-beef—but from faich and
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freedom of our Motherland. There are many among us
who would like to retire from the polical field, once India
is free..onnee |

" Nobody would be more happy than oursclves, if by
any chance our countrymen at home should succeed in libe-
rating themselves through their ownlcﬂorts, or if by any
chance, the British Government accepts your *Quit India”
resolution and gives effect to 1. We are, however, proceed-
ing on the assumption that nesther of the above is possible
and that an armed struggle is inevitable...... India’s last war
of independence has begun. Troops of the Azad Hind Fauj
ace now fighting bravely on the soil of Inda and in spite of
all difficulty and hardship, they are pushing forward slowly
bot steadily. This armed stuggle will go on, unnl the lase
Britisher is thrown out of India and untl our Tri-Colour
National Flag proudly floats over the Viceroy's house in
New Delhi. -~ ’

;.

IS

*Father of our nation! In this holy war for India's
hberation, we ask for your blessings and good wishes.”

July 9, 1944
Today, in front of ds of Netaji ed

the great sacnfice of Sti H—, a Mushm muln-millionace, He
has presented hus jewellery, estates and properties worth about a
crore of rupees to the I. I L. for the freedom struggle.  Newiji
awarded him the medal of SevakeHwnd. He is the first o

receive 1t

P—told mc’that reports from Indm are very promising. But
our Suaff Officers are expecting a long and hard struggle before
the Britsh quic India. The Brtish are bound to fighe desperarely
1a their last cffort to save the empire. Minus India, Britan
would become 2 third-rate power. know it. -
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Subhas Bibu talks in mspired linguage when he talks about
victory,  His farch 15 really very decp. 1 wemble at che thoughe 3
1 something were to go wrong wuch our plans, would he be
broken—too_ sorely affected ? He has puc all his cggs this
one baskee. Azadi. All of us in East Asia are downg 1. God

wall pratect us.
July 10, 1944

Subhas Babu delivered a thundering oration. ac the public
tally. The audience was nearly thuty thousand. He outlined
the strategy of our Movement i the following terms .

«We know that so long as the British Army in India
1s not attacked rom outstde, 1t will be able to suppress the
tevolutionary movement 10 the country. The Azad Hind
Fauy has, therefore, sct up the *Second Front' 1n India’s war
of emancipation When we advance further e India and
the Indian pcoplc see with theww own eyes, the Brtish forces
falling bach, they will et the confidence that Brtaw’s down-
fall 15 at hand. Then only will they sk their necks and
come and jon hands with our advancing forces to hberate
the country Togecher we shall then pursue the Briush and
expel them from the soil of India......

“Frends! Only a fool would minumise the strength
of the enemy. We have seen heterogenous armues of our
enemies 1n the Arakans, 1n the Kaladan and Haka sectors, in
the Tiddim area and in Manspur and Assam. As we ann- ”
apaced long age, therr rations and equipment arc supesior (o
ours, becausc they have been looting India in order to fight
us. We have, nevertheless, beaten them everywhere. Re-
volutwonary armies everywhere in the world have o ﬁgh:'
under condinons sunilar o ours buc they, nevertheless,
trumph at the end Their strength does not come from beer

. and rum, unned pork and bully-beef—but from fach and
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sacifice, herossm and fortitude The Azad Hind Fauy—unhke
the Briush Army 1 India—has been crained ta fight under
condions of extreme difficulty and hardship, and 1t will never
ler down the 388 nullions of Indians for whese liberation .t
1s now fighting "

July 11, 1944

A ceremonial parade of the Fau) was held today at the tomb
of Bahadur Shah, the last Emperor of Dellu

Netaj discussed the 1857 struggle for idependence, made 2
mastetly analysis of the causes of its falure, compared 1t with our
struggle today, and then gave the supreme call for immuolation on
the alter of freedom

“ As I study the events of 1857 and think of the atrocsties
perpetraced by the Brosh after the revolution collapsed —
my blood begins to borl  If we are men, we will cerzamnly
see to 1t that the heroes of 1857 and after, who suffered so
much from Britush terror and brutahty, are properly avenged
India demands revenge The Briush who spilt the blood of
nnocent freedom loving Indians and tortured them i an
human manner—not only dunng the war, bue after it was
over—must pay for thewr cimes We Indnans do not hate
the enemy enough  If you want your countrymen to nise to
heights of supechuman courage and heroism you must teach
them not only to love thewr country but also to hate the
cnemy .

‘ Therefore, I call for blood It 15 only the blood of the
enemy that can avenge his crimes of the past  Buc we can
take blood enly if we are prepared to give blood Conse-
quently, our programme for the future 15 to give blood  The
blood of our heroes 1n this war will wash away our sins of
the past.  The blood of our heroes wall be the price of our
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Liberty. The blood of our heroes—their heroism and cheir
bravery—will secure for the Indian people the revenge thas
+ they demand of their Britush tyrants and oppressars.”

Tuly 12, 1944

Subhas Babu gave a talk to our Women's Section about
tactics adopted by enemy propaganda. It was extremely
mstructive,

“The methods of Britsh propaganda during the last
war, have been recorded in black and white by Englishmen
themselves. One has only to read such books as *Secrets
of Crews House ” and ** Wartime Falsehoods ” by Ponsonby,
to reaflise what British propagandists are capable of. It was
an English General, Brigadier Charteris who started the
rumour 1n the last war that the Germans were extracting fat
from the bodies of dead soldiers, He knew that 1t was a deli-
berate falschood, and after the war, he confessed that he had
not hoped that his propaganda would strike roots. But the
unsophisticated section of the world public thought that a
British General could not le, and the trick therefore worked

“A leopard cannot change 1ts spots. The liar cannor
stop lying even if he knows that he 1s no longer trusted.
He hopes aganst hope that there are sull enough fools in
this world who could be taken 1, Consequently, I am not
surprised that the British are contnuing thewr game of lytag

and bluffing ...

“For a farly long ume, enemy propagandists put out
a story that the Azad Hind Fayj was a puppet army which
has been forced to fight Japan's war  Bue they ulnmaccly
tealised that the trick was not working  Everybody was
nawurally asking as to how a pupper army could fight 5o
bravely and so stubboraly. The tacttes have now been aleered,
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and the world is being told thar the Azad Hind Fauj is a

ragged army with poor rations and poor equipment.,..... *

* Revolutionary armies all over the world—whether in
Ireland or Italy or Russia or elsewhere—have to fight under
simlar condinions. Everywhere they have won at the end.
So also shall we.  But we shall first have to pay for our Liberty
with our blood.

“ A new stunt is that Islam is persecuted here, that we
are anti-Muslims.  You know what falschood that is. We
have Muslims in the Provisional Government, in che L I L.
& in the Fauj, Muslim Officers tn our Fauj are not nobodies.
They ace sons of distinguished famulies who took their edu-
cation 1n the Military Academy at Dehra Dun. No, their
lies cannot affect us. Nor will the world believe them,”

7 August 1, 1944

We observed Tilak Jayanti teday. Instructions have been
seat by the L I L. Headquarters to every branch to celebrate the
function by patriotic meetings and mass oaths of allegiance.

In the evening we had Saha-Bhojana of all workers of the
L 1. L. at the Headquarters.  Somcbody asked Subhas Babu to
explain how the conflict between his plan for freedom and thae
of Mahatmaji would be resolved.  Subhas Babu replied : *“We,
in East Asia, have chalked aut a concrete plaa for winning Iiberty
for Indiz,  Whether that plan is good or bad, so leng as no alter-
natnve plan is forthcoming, our plan is bound to hold the field.
The only other alternatne plan that has been mooted is that of
Mahatma Gandhijs, embodied in the Quic India Resolution of
the Congress. If that plan succeeds, our plan and our activities
would become superfluous and tedundant. None would be
happier than myscl? in that cvent.
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“But unfortunately Gandhy's plan has been rejected and
has faded. Now all hopes for Indian Independence rost enuely
on the fulfilment of our plan. Gandbu's plan 15 5 shorter cur
than ours. Bur 1t 15 disapproved by the British, Now o fulf)
even Gandhy's plan, the success of qur plan 15 absolutely essenpy)
to force the hands of the Brtsh. The only way the Bursh oy
undo our plan fructifying ts by making peace with Gandhy ang
the Congress on the basis of the Quir India Resolurion,  [f the
Brush quie India, I shall plead with you to disband the F,
unmeduately,” ay

Have th ted Imphal
ave the Japs ?cvacua mphal and .Myukma 2 The b

ginning of the end

EBBING TIDE

Huguy B, 19y
Netajt spoke to the chief workers ac the I, , L. Hey

when all deparemental heads as well as muniseerg sty
present. 3d adiggy wep

He reported on the war situation, He said ¢
H

" We started operations too late,
advantageous to us  Our  roads ancmnga% Wil
traffic had to be againsc cu\rrcn:. Againge Nezged. Pog
had fisstclass roads Our only chance Was the g, e
before the rain started , and we would hay, £ ke g L{
had more air support and if theyr forces m° Sceedyy J
special orders to make a stand to the L ImPﬁzl ]:d_“
started 1n January we would have Succeed, T, Tyt
ull the rains began, we either held the d :‘&1
In the Arakan Sector the enemy way bd:myql.ﬁ:‘&'
Sector, we routed the enemy and advaney; Rdeposd
advanced _In Palel and Kohuma alsy 4 [y Bya
Haka Sectir we held them.  And gy Jf““\' P
-} 2 C{i‘
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and the world is being told thar the Azad Hind Fauj is 2

ragged army with poor rations and poor equipment.,..... *

“ Revolutionary armies all over the wotld—whether in
Ireland or Ialy or Russta or elsewhere—have to fight under
similar conditions.  Everywhere they have won at the end.
So also shall we. But we shall first have ro pay for our liberty
with our blood.

“A new stunt is that Islam is persecuted here, that we
are ant-Muslims.  You know what falsehood that is, We
have Mushims 1 the Provisional Government, in the I. 1. L.
& in the Fauj. Muslim Officers in our Fauj are not nobodies.
They are sons of distinguished famlies who took their edu-
cation in the Military Academy ac Dehra Dun,  No, their
lies cannor affect us.  Nor will the world believe them.”

HAugust 1, 1944

We observed Tilak Jayanti today. Instructions have been
sent by the L I. L. Headquarters to every branch to celebrate the
function by patriotic mectings and mass oaths of allegiance,

In the evening we had Saha-Bhojana of all workers of the
I 1. L. at the Headquasters.  Somebody ashed Subhas Babu to
explain how the conflict between his plan for freedom and that
of Mahatmaiji would be resolved.  Subhas Babu replied :  * We,
in East Asia, have chalked out a concrete plan for winning libercy
for India.  Whether that plan is good or bad, so long as no altcc-
waent Pom o urcuning, ver Pom s vuand 1w ladid dne fidid,
The only other alwernatne plan that has been mooted is that of
Mahatma Gandhyg, embodied in the Quit India Resolution of
the Congress. If that plan succeeds, our plan and ouc activities
would become superfluous and redundant, None would be
happier than myself in that event,
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“Bu unfortunately Gandhiyt's plan has been rejected and
has faled. Now all hopes for Indian Independence rest entuely
on the fulfilment of our plan  Gandhiy's plan 15 a shorer cut
than ours. But it 1s disapproved by the Buush. Now to fulfil
even Gandhy's plan, the success of our plan is absolutely essental
to force the hands of the Brtsh  ‘The only way the Brtsh can
undo our plan fructfywg 15 by making peace with Gandhuyt and
the Congress on the basis of the Quit India Resolution. If the
Butsh quit India, I shall plead with you to diband the Fauy

immediately.”

Have the Japs evacuated Imphal and Myithina ?~—The be-
gunnung of the end ? .

EBBING TIDE
Auguss 13, 1944

Netayt spoke to che chicf workers at the I. I L. Headquarters,
when all depacemental heads as well as muusters and advisers weee

pmcnt.

He reported on the war siuation  He said ¢

“ We started operations too late.  The mansoon was dis-
advantageous to us. Qur toads were submerged  Ruver
traffic had to be agamst cubrent. Aganst this the cacmy
had frstclass roads  Our only chance was to take Imphsl
before the ran started , and we would have succeeded xfw.c
had more aur support and if ther forces [mphal had not *
specnal orders to make a stand to the Jast man I we had
strted 1w January we would have succeeded  In all secrors,
ull the rans began, we aither held the cnemy or zdvanocd:
In the Arakon Sector the enemy was held. In the Kaladan
Secctor, we routed the enemy and advanced  In Tiddim we
advanced _In Palel and Koluma also we advanced, g the
Haka Seccsr we held them.  Aad chese all, 1 spite of che

111



JAL HIND

and the world is being tald that the Azad Hind Fayj is a

ragged army with poor rations and poor equipment.......

* Revolutionary armues all over the world—whether in
Ireland or Italy or Russta or elsewhere—have to fight under
sumlar conditions. Everywhere they have won at the end.
So also shall we.  But we shall first have to pay for our liberty
with our blood.

“ A new stunt is that Islam is persecuted here, that we
are anti-Mushms, You know what falsehood that is. We
have Muslims in the Provisional Gavernment, in the I I L.
& 1n the Fauj. Muslm Officers in cur Fauj ate not nobodies.
They are sons of disunguished famulies who took their edu-
catton in the Military Academy ac Dehra Dun,  No, cheir
lies cannot affect us, Nor will the world believe them.”

7 August 1, 1944

We observed Tilak Jayanti today. Instructions have been
seat by the L. L. L. Headquarters ta every branch to celebrate the
function by patriotic meetings and mass oaths of allegiance.

In the evening we had Saha-Bhojana of all workers of the
I. I L. at the Headquarters. Somcbody asked Subhas Bsbu to
explain how the conflict between his plan for freedom and chat
of Mahatmaj would be resolved.  Subhas Babu replied: “ We,
wn East Asia, have chalhed out a conesete plan for winning hiberty
for India.  Whether that plan is good or bad, so long as no alter-
natnve plan is forthcoming, our plan is bound to hold the field,
The only other altername plan that has been mooted is that of
Mahatma Gandhy, embodied in the Quit India Resolution of
the Congress.  If that plan succeeds, our plan and our activitics
would become superfluous and tedundant. None would be

happier than myself in that event.
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" But unfortunately Gandhyt's plan has been rejected and
has faled  Now all hopes for Induan Independence rest enturely
on the fulfilment of our plan  Gandhips plan 15 a shorter cut
than ours  But 1t 15 disapproved by the Brish  Now to fulfil
even Gandhip s plan, the success of our plan 1s absolutely essential
to force the hands of the Brish  The only way the Britsh can
undo our plan fructfying 15 by making peace with Gandhip and
the Congress on the basis of the Quic India Resolution  If the
Briish quic India, I shall plcad with you to duband the Fay
immeduately

Have the Japs evacuated Imphal and Myitkina ?2—The be-
gnning of the end ? .

EBBING TIDE
August 13, 1944

Netajt spoke to the chief workess at the I I L, Headquarters,
when all departmental heads as well as munisters and advisers were
PrCSCnL

He reported on the war siuation  He sad ¢

 We started aperations too late  The monsoon was dis-
advantageous to us  Our roads were submerged River
traffic had to be aganst cuhrent.  Agamnst this the cnemy
had fiest<lass roads Our only chance was to take Imph;]
beforc the ran started , and we would have succeeded xf we
tud more aw suppare and 1f thew forcss 1n mphat had not
spectal orders to make a stand to the last man I we had
started 1n January we would have succeeded  In all sectors
ull the rains began, we esther held the enemy or ady;mccd.
In the Arakan Sector the enemy was held  [n the Kaladan
Sector, we routed the enemy and advanced  In Tiddim wy
advanced sIn Palel and Koluma also we advanced In d'c
Haka Sector we held them  And thesc all, 1n spite of th:
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numenical supenionty that the enemy bad, plus equpment
and ratons

* When the sains came we had to postpone the general
assault on Imphal  The enemy was able to send mechanised
dwistons and thus was able to retake the Kohima—Imphal
Road The question then arose where we should hold the
line  There were two courses open  Esther hold on to the
Bushenpur Palel Line and not allow the enemy to advance
or fall back and hold a more advantageous position

Whar ace the lessons we have learnt from this Cam-
pugn? We have recewved our baptsm of fire A body of
ex-civihars who were ordered to withdraw when the am-
munition was exhausted preferred not to withdraw, and with
fixed bayonets they chirged the enemy They came back

victonious

“Qur troops have guned much confidence  We have
learnt that the Indian troops with the enemy are willing to
come over We must now make arrangements to take them
over We have learnt the tactics of the encmy  We have
captured enemy documents The experience gamned by our
Commanders has been invaluable  Before the campaign
started the Japanese had no confidence 1n our troops and
wanted to break them up imto batches attached to the
Japanese Army 1 wanted a front to be gnen to our men
and this was ulumately given  Qur Divisional Commander
and other Officers have gamed much experience from this
campaign

We have also learnt our defects  Transport and supply *
were defective owing to the difficule terrain We had no
Front Line Propaganda  Though we had prepared peesonnel
for this we could not use it owing 1o IJJZ of transport,

Henceforth cach Unitof the T N A will havea propaganda
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*In the name of God I take ths holy oath to hberate
India and forty crores of my countrymen
~Major Dr Laxmi Swaminathan
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unit attached to it. We wanted “loud speakers but dhic
Japancse fatled to supply them to us. We are now making
our own.” .

" ﬂugmf 21, 1944

Our Sepah-Salar, Netaji, has issued an Order of the Day
suspending mulitaty operations due to the monsoon. He has
asked everybody to get ready for the offensive. )

At a mass public meeting, Netaji decorated Mis B— with
the medal x“chak-c;Hmd:'ngr her gifts and sacrifices for the
cause of Indizn freedom. a

September 10, 1944

For the last whole week the conference of Burma L L L.
has been in sessions. 180 delegates from 74 branches attended.
The conference has now ended.  Sri G—, General Secretary, told
me that 1t was a very successful and business-like affair, and many
difficulties have been surmounted. .

When will India realise the mute services of Netaji to his
Motherland,—how he has prevented the Japs from bombing
Calcutta, Jamshedpur, Madras and other thickly-populated arcas
out of existence ?  Sti B—told me that our Azad Hind Govern-
ment has held the hands of the Japs, saying we can be no party
to destruction of India, that India must fall inta our hands like
a ripe apple: . .

..

My diary 1s becoming scrapy. But I can’t help it. I can

hardly. spate the time from my _work.......

September 22, 1944

. We observed Jarin Das Anniversary and Martyrs' Day yes-
:erday. The Jubilee Hall was packcd w suffocadon.  Speaker
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afteer spaaker had revived the mermones of Bhagat Singh, Rajgost
and Sukhdev, facng the gallows with the shout of Inguilab-
Zindabad, of Chandrasekhar Azad of immortal fame, of Sumte
and Shanui—the brave guh who shot a Districe Magistrate w
Bengal, of Bina Das who fired at the Governor of Bengal m the
University Convocation Halbac Caleuta Many inspuring names
of revalutionaries from [ndia’s sail wete taken  The story of faun
Das, dymng by a glonous hunger stnke, inch by inch, Lahore
Jail was refated

Our cyes filled with tears repeatedly. Many sobbed alond
when the tortures of the revalutionanies were related,

! Then spoke Netajp 3

“ Oue Motherland 1s secking Libesty, She can no more lnve
without liberty But Libercy demands sacnifice at s alaar
Liberty demands the unsunted sacnifice of your strength, your
wealth, all that you value, all that you possess  Like the revolu-
tionartes of the past you muse sacnifice your ease, your comdfort,
your pleasutes, your cash, your property, You have gwen your
sons as soldiers for the bartlefields ~ Bur the Goddess of Liberty
1s not yet appeased 1 shall tell you the secrer of pleasing her.
Today she demands not merely fighters, soldiers for the Fay
Toda{:hc demands rebels—men rebels and women rebels—whe
will be prepared to join Swiade Squads—for whom death 15 2
certamnty—rebels who will be ready to diown the enemy i che
streams of blood that shalt flow from thewr awn bady.

“Tum hum ko khun déo,
Mai tumke Azads doanga t

“You give me your blood, I shall ger freed .
the demand of Liberty”, get you freedom—ttus 1s

Shouts arose from the audience spontancously, ™ W
~We shall give our blood—T3ke xft’onaw". et e resdy
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Netaji continued + “‘Listen t0 me, [ do not want your
emotional approval I want rebels to step forward and sign chus
Suierde Squad Oath —this document which 15 an appomntment
with deach on the altar of the Goddess of Liberty”,

“We are ready to sign”, came back the answer from every
corner of the Hall

“But you cannot sign an appointment with death in ordt-
nary ink  You shall have to wrte with your own blood  Step
up, those who dare, I am here to witness your blood seal for
liberty for our Motherland ",

The vast audience suddenly was on ats legs and frantic
humaniey surged towards the platform  We were sittng at the
foot of che platform We were pushed aside by an wresisub'e

“ force and the first to sign were already on the platform  Knives
~ and pins were drawing blood, and the first signatures were made
There were seventeen women who signed first,—they would not
yield place to menfolk unal thete batch had finshd  For an hour
people were sigmng—in every part of the hall, with their blood
their own doom of death

The enthusiasm 1n the audience was unbelievable There
were radiant faces with eyes thac sparkled, all around  Now I
knew what the Rajputs must have looked Iike when they fell on
therr enemies during the famous Kesara ceremony Such 2
nauon can never be denied liberty, Brush Empre! Here are
thy grave-diggers

When I came home I saw a cut on P—'s finger. He had
been huding 1t from me  One look and I understood He had
wsigned on for the Suieide Squad  For a second, fear gnpped my
heart and ctears drowned my cyes  But the nenousness soon

- ?mcd 1 clutched at my hero and kissed humiyge. o
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1 did not slecp yesterday night, | g haunted by the fear

of being lefe alone to face the world—withoye p—_ I shall not

tell bum ¢o change hus myngd That s mpossible.  The dylemma

8 my mind 45 only on ope problem  If [ g1 sign off, what

about our son ? He should haye thoughe of thar, I could go
wstead of him [ gy, more dispensable |,

Oh P—, yyz even thys fecessary ¢ Byt you must judge for

yourslf P you are testing me 1 ways I never thought
possible, Bu\t I shall not £ You, my hero

September 77, 1944

I met Subhas Babu ar the Headquamrs, today, He was
8oing out and [ was mingan I smandy e © attention and
saluted  “Jay Fyyng He stopped, asked abour my wounds,

and sard mice things about p— Ttold hym ¢hyy the Delh; Rad
had called him 4 dreamer ¢ o

Netaps was silene for a mumuyte Then he replied —and the
words were so softly spokcn—thcy WEre not spoke,
they were words 10 which he Put hus soul  py. said They call
me a dreamer, do they? Bur g confess thay Lam 3 ¢
have always been 2 dreamer, even when I v achdd [ paye

cen a drearer of dreams, but the dream of all

No, I do not mnd being a dreamer The pry £
has depended on drcamers and theye drunu.P-xg:qs o e
Pploitation and aggrandisement and Perpetuatng Musce.
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dreams of progress, happiness for the widest masses, liberty and
independence for all nations,”

And he stepped away, What a grand man he is!

October 2, 1944

We observed Gandhi Jayanti today. Every Indian house
hoisted the Trcolour. A flag salutation ccremony was held by
the Fauj in the morning, We all rencwed our pledges to free
our India, The Congress Independence Pledge was signed by
thousands of Indians in Rangoon.

Uetober 20, 194

The Japs have retreated from Tiddim ! The 14th Army of
the British is said to be a tough enemy. But it will be no match
for our Fauj soldiers.

Bue why is not the Fauj at the front in full strength ?

' ~ November 17, 1944

Today we celebrated the death anniversary of Lala Lajpat Rai,
the gteat revolutionary of the Punjab.

Stt N-—has come hece from Bangkok. He talked to the
G, H. Q. Staff: .

* We—three million Indians of the East A;ia—havc frmly
resolved to fight for out country’s hiberty, We will win or we

- 117



) » JAI HIND
T did not slecp yesterday night. I am Kaunted by the fear
¢ of being left alone to face the world—without P—] | shall not
tell hum to change his mind, That is impossible. The dilemma
in my mind is oaly on one problem. If [ also sign off, what
about our son? He should have thoughe of that, I conld g0
instead of him, I am more dispensable,. ., .,,

Oh P—, was even 15is necessary ! But you muse judge for
yourself. | P—, you gre testing me 1 ways I neyer thoughe
possible, BuLt I shall not fal you, my hero....... .

S September 27, 1994

I met Subhas Babu at the Headquarters, today, He was
going out and I was coming in, | smartly came to ateention and
saluted : “Jai Hynd », He stopped, asked ghour my wounds,
and said nice things about P—_ " | told him that the Delhi Radio «
had called him a dreamer, , ’

Newji was silent for 5 minute. Then he replied,—and the
words were so softly spokcn—thcy Were not spoken in anger—
they were words in which he put his soyl, He said ; = They call*«
me a dreamer, do they ? Bye | confess that [ ap 4 dreamer. 1
have always been 2 dreamer, eyen when [ was 5 child. [ have
been a drearfier of dreams, bug the dream of

dearest d.:cam. of my Life, has been the dream of freedom for India.

new. If I did not dreary dreams of Indiys freedom, T would
have accepted the chaing of slavey

real crux of the question is, cap
submit they have increasingly become realities, Tt
one such dream come tue. You with your hushand is another,
Neo, I do not mind being 2 drcamer, ¢ progress of the world”
depended on dreamers and their Si—not dreams of ex- .
ploitation and. aggrandisemen; and Petpetuating injusticd,—bue
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“dreams of progress, happiness for the widest masses, Liberty and
independence for all nations.”

And he stepped away. What a grand man he is !

-

October 2, 1944

We observed Gandhi Jayanti today. Every Indian house
hossted the Tricolour, ~ A flag salutation ceremony was held by
the Fayj in the momning. We all renewed our pledges to free
our India. The Congress Independence Pledge was signed by
thousands of Indians in Rangoon.

Uctober 20, 194

The Japs have retreated from Tiddim ! The 14th Army of
the Brtish 15 sad to be a tough enemy. But it will be no maech
for our Fauj soldiers.

Bue why is not the Fauj at the front in full strengehi 2

= November 17, 1944

Today we celebrated the death anniversary of Lala Lajpat Rai,
ale groa revobuinay: af ahe Rugisk

Srt N~—has come here from Bangkok. He talked to the
G. H. Q. Staff ¢

4 \X—thrce million Indians of the East A.sm-havc firmly
Aghe for our country’s hberry. We will win or we
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will di. But if In the course 'bE oug great battle for the emanci-
pation’ of India we should fall, we shall fall wich the conscious-
ness of having done our duty as true Indans,  We are not afraid
of defeats. From every drop of blood we “shed, avengers will
spring up. Britain may strain and struggle, bue India’s inde-
pendence shall be won, Four hundred mylljon human beings
have a righe o be free. . , s

DR -

*I want to make opne point perfectly clear.  Subhas Babu
and his three milljon supporters in East Asia are no friends of
impcmlism—impc}iahsm of any kind. Politieal independence,
so far as India is concerned, is only 2 means o an end, the end
bc:ing radical tansformation of Indian Society,”

Sri N—: 'is’not: very popular with the Jap authorities. His
m are looked upon with great askance
by them. But the Japs are powerless 1o touch him, so long as
our Provjsional Goverpment claims him 45 1es subject, If he had
been a Chinese, he would have been takeq tothe Y. M. C, A.
laux!dmg_long back~—for « reformation ”, N

. €tajt has been a huge
pillar of stzength for all Indans, It is after his coming here that

we have become safe, Qup lot would oy have been different
from those of other cenemy nationals, byg for him, ,
Sti N— told us that the Kikan hag made difficulties oyer
his Introduction to the book: “On 7T, Delhi ™
speeches and broadcasts of Netayi,
give in and the book was sold in the

oPen matkee, The Japs have
bowever put private pressure on the daily « Bangkok Chronicle

» 2 collection of
Bue ultirnatdyz they had to
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o boycott St N—'s future whitmgs mn thew paper, and quite
successfully at least tll today

Sr1 N 15 a brave, fearless fighter  He 15 Jooked upon with
respect 1 Thaland, and we have read his articles 1n the news-
papers repeatedly  The piceure [ had formed 1 my mind about
hum tallied with the impression he made at the meeting  The
sons and daughters of India in East Asia would command respect
anywhere m the world

December 26, 1944

 “The Chinese Armies have taken Bhamo, and the Brush
Army 15 at Buthidaung !

But sn a war there would always be ups and downs  Netaji
always sad ~ The Briush will do their best fighung in Assam
and the Bengal border *

P— told me today that the present campaign of our Fauy
15 a defensive campaign  And that for two reasons  Furst the
foss of Burma would hamper our Movement, sccond, the
Japanese are 1 difficulties 1n the Pacific, and are not able to gve
us the help they otherwise would have given

Javuary 26, 1985
Independence Day! We had a fine mecting -

P— left for an unknown destination today  Shall we ever
meer agaun my husband ? I must not’even acknowledge w0
myself the forebodings that anise 1n my mung
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t must keep a firm hold over myself—and sk myselé
further 1n work

The Briush have landed 1n Akyab! Everything 1s not per-
fect at the frant  But our determunation to fight and win s
unshakable N

Forty lakhs of rupees were collected dunng the last two weeks
for our Azad Hind Government, as Malaya’s share on Indepen-
dence Day The total collections 1n Burma have reached the
figure of 8 crares

Febraary 15, 1945

We have some nspuing news o balance the duly story of
tear guard actions  The Subhas Brigade soldiers under Col S—
have worked wonders, and have stemmed the tde of the Mh
Army

March 6, 1945,

The Pacific fighting 1s looking ominous as the jumping
MacArthur goes from ssland to island  Tokyo was bombed by
1,500 American planes for mine hours—thus 15 the boast of the
Alles The whole boast may not be true —bue the Japs are w
for mortal trouble One feels 1t 11 theiw behavioue here  The
Americans have landed 1n Iwopma 4nd mawtaned fosthold ss
far, Bur they are bound to be pushed back

Qur Azad Brigade, with Cal Z—~- a5 Commander, has won

laurels  Our Fauy soldiers are fightng with mad freazy., Here
15 a story I beard about them
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When they received the orders “Rewear®, there was
general commotion It looked as of there would be muuny,
because every one of them refused to obey the order.

“Qur orders are to reach Delhn That 1 what our Sepah-
Salar Netajt told us  He has warned us not to retreat under any
crcumstances  This nughe be just a dodge of the Baush flthe
columnists, like those four Majors of the Second Division, Day
and Madan, Rauz and Gulam Sarvar”.

The Commander and other Officrs pleaded with d em,
expluncd to them the reason for retreat  *Our ammumition
15 10 a bad way— we have no truchs or motor cars—our stocks of
food got exhausted when we crossed the Chindwin, We have

§ Ived on grass and roots Now most of us are running fever.
Malana 15 tahung sts toll, and our stocks of medicines are also gone.
We have no opuion but to retrear]

Buc the rank and file was unconvinced L * We have Ined
on grass and leaves so long. We shall Ine on iz yer.  We want
to heep marching on.  We shall do witl out medicanes  Buz we
must keep on pressing the enemy  We shall not disobey Newap,”

These men had twice thrown the Brush Army badh over
the Irrawady budgeheads,
[

It was explaned to them that the Japs had already recreacsd.
There was no opuon but to fall bach.  But they remaned obda-
rate. " Let us pursue the eremy and annhilae him when we
have a chance ™, was thewr answer.,
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A special messenger sped to the rear and brought Subhas
Babu's order written in his own handwriting. Now there was
no word of protest. It took the form of tears and sobs, Like
small children these hefey, brave warriors cried.  With broken
hearts they tuned their backs on the batdlefield and reereated.
That day none of them ate, Was it the beginning of the end,
that was the unspoken qeestion in their faces—Is ic?

March 15, 1945

Meiktila fell on the 5th and 1 am wld the Japs are insisting
on vacating Rangoon.

Netaji has been using all his persuasiveness to allow the Fauj
to go on fighting and ® hold Rangoon. To affow Burma to go
into the hands of the British means that Delhi will be farcher off
than ever, that our hopes of freedom are finally smashed.

v

-

‘The Gandhi and Nehm‘Bﬂgad:s have suffered great losses, .

but every inch yiclded means a terrific toll for the British Army.
We are fighting with our backs to the wall and concesting every
inch of ground.

1 hear rumours that Mandalay has fallen o the 19ch British
Division. Also Maymyo~~What is happening? Haw have
the Beuish become so powerful? Is it the Americans who ate
doing it? Jap awr support has practically *disappeared...

Y- dpnl 5, 1945
Maoscow announced tha SovierJap Neutraliy Pact is 50
more to be w operacion ! This definitely means the end
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Apnl 24, 1945
Today Subhas Babu left Rangoon for Bangkok. He refused

~to leave untl the Rant of Jhanst Regiment and others were eva-
cuated. I am attached to the Rangoon G, H. Q. and will not
leave. My request to that effect has been granced.

The Jap Cin-C left yesterday.

Subhas Babu was the last to leave, I shall not forgee the
look he cast on us before he got into the plane.

The Fauj has been left 1n charge of Rangoon. General
Loganadan will ¢ d 1. 7,000 soldiers of the Fauj will
mamntain order and protect property. When the Brush armve,
we are not to fight. We know Rangoon 15 2 trap. But to cva-
cuate to Malaya—when the chance of winning Indian Indepen-

dence 15 lost,—is useless. We shall surrender in an ordedy

manner. v

Our I L L. has been left 1n charge of Sri Bshaduri. He is
the senior-most man, our Vice President,

Our Government has pad off every creditor—every out-
standing bill—bcfore it shufted to Bangkok.

Our Bank will remain open, even atter the British arvive,
As the Free Burma Government had no money to pay its Army-,
men, the Bank has made a free gift of five lahhs of rupees 1o 1.
The Umited Nations are celebrating at San Francisco. . . Neros
fiddhing when our Rome is burning ,.....
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May 4, 19%

Yesterday Rangoon surrendered to the British.  Pegu fell on
the 2nd ; Toungoo a week ago.

Bue there is praise for the way our Fauj maintined order
in Rangoon. There has not been a single case of theft or robbery
during the period we have been in charge. How different from
what occured when the British cvacvated in 19421 )

The Irrawady was heavily mined by the Japs, and Rangoon
could easily have lent itsclf to house-to-house fighting. Buc the
decision was taken to surrender peacefully. Our cause is lost for
the moment. We will not waste Indian lives and property for
Jap prestige.

Reports from our I. L L. branches show that even in the
districts our members prevented any harm befalling Indian and
Burmese lives and property.s

‘s
.

May 5, 1945

Brigadier Lauder of the' 24th Indian Infantry is in charge of
Rangoon arca.

He met Sri Bahaduri to-day and asked for a report on the
wisities & de WL L. Ve wiggees dan e Lo dald
abandon its poluical activities, but continue the social and healch
wotk. He gave the parallel of the Congress in India, and said
that in welfare work both combined thongh the Congress and
the Government were at logger-heads in politics, -
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¢ Sri Bahaduri has agreed to function our dispensaries in
~R.:u-lgo.on. Brigadier Lauder offered assistance—moncy or by
way of medicines, but we have declined the offer,

The National Bank of Azad Hind will be allowed to keep
on functioning. That is good, because in the chaos that reigns
now, when shops and markets are mostly closed and prices are
soarmg again, the Bank has begun to supply us with food, clothes
and other necessaries, and at the old prices. It is our onc hooe of

security in these insecure times,

As regards the Fauj, Brigadier Laudcr has assured Loganadan
that all the personnel would be allowed to return to India as free
men and women. But he requested that all Fauj ranks should
remove their uniforms, and officers previously in the Bricish Indian
Army should put on their-old ranks.

He also assured Loganadan that the Fau; ranks or officers

would not be used for fatigue work except in company with
British Indian troops in cqual numbers for essential dutics.

The Fauj Camp woyld be guarded by the Fauj itself and
.we would fly our own flag, the Tricolour. Also the Fauj is

entitled to sing its own Anchem

I et N— who had been in the Suicide Squad with P
He lost touch‘ with P— at Yenang Yaung.—Shall I néver set
‘eyes on you agiin & If you are taken prisoner I mus:’\ﬁnd you
in Rangoon soongr or later, Oh P—, life is difficule withoue

125



JAY BIND

May 19, 1945

Brigadia1 Lauder to-day swooped down on our Bank. The
Bank already had retutned most of the deposits. But sull 35
lakhs of rupees, the Bank's own money, was left. This has been
confiscated along with the books.

The rope is being tightened round our necks slowly and yee
effectively. This is in diect apposition to the undertakings given
by the Brigadier in the beginning. Who called the British
“Perfidions Albion” 2......

The British Field Security Service has been extremely active.
1 was sent for to-day. Military officers with soldiers come for
you and say : * You are required for 2 few minutes.” You have
no ogtior; ; you have to accompany the military immediately.
You are taken to the Field Interrogating Unit. There, your
examination proceeds for days. You had arrived in the clothes
you were wearing, Withoue a bed, without a change, you have
to remain in custody in the Rangoon Central Jail, ¢ill you are
allowed to go. That is, if you are lucky enough to be allowed
to go,—which is mostly not the case. ,

Those who have come home after, days in the Jail have their
movements under strict suncillance. Others have had to give
big sums by way of security money for good behaviour. Some
have to report regularly to the police. We, of the Rani Jhansi
Regiment, have not escaped their attentions. IShad 2 narrow
escape.  They questioned me about P—'s whereabouts.—That
must mean he is not 2 prisaner with them,  Then they asked me
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to describe my activitics. [ told them boldly thar I worked in
the I L. L., and that the Rani Jhansi Regument was my auliacy
unit, and 1f they wanted to know more they must approach my
heads. T was not gowng to say anything more.

Somehow they did not press. I wonder why. Possibly my
determined attitude puc them off.  But I find that as [ came home
to-day a man has begun to shadow me. He is now in front of
the house. He can go on shadowing me. [ shall not worry.

But if P— suddenly turns up ? 1 must watch out for him,
and keep a hiding place ready for him in the vicinity. Also [
must inform all our friends zlaout this shadow that is behind me,
s0 that they can wamn P—if they sce hun first.

AMay 28, 1943

Sti Bahaduri has been arrested and sent to the Rangoon Jail.
This is the limit..csueeees

Rumour has it that no less than two hundred of cur men®
have been sentenced—without any tial—to varying terms of
imprisonment, and are now, in Insein Jall.

As regards the Fayj also we have been cheated.  As soon as
disar was o all our soldiers were hearded in 2
separate section of the Rangoon Central Jait and British guards
were appointed over them. Road fatigue, cleaning and sweeping
under the supenision of British Indun troops, is enforced cn
them, They are weated as prisoners,  There is rumour thar the
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senfoc offioss will all Be taked o Iidia and tried by cour
martial.esenies -

June 5, 1945

My d;ary, before you ! shall confess, I am a broken woman.
1 have sustaned a blow from which I shall never recover. The
thoughts of P— haunt me day and might  Every familiar object
i the house recalls memories—his plpc.’lm clothes, his seat at

the dinner table. T hear us voice all over the housvvenne
1 have wept—my pillow has teen wet through and through
now far two consecutive nights and days. To whom can I twn
for solace and comfort ? Everything that mattered in Iife seems
to have lost its edge. I have to struggle to heep my mind away
from thoughts of surcide ..... .. What a fate, oh God, what 2 fate
did you store up for me? How did I deserve this?  Whatever
I have loved and admured and pined for has been snatched away
ofrom me with a single blow. [ loved my P-— with feclings dearer
than hfe. Now he 15 gone,—gone for evert T loved the
struggle for India’s freedom , we had worked for 1t jountly, Thae
t00 15 now lost. My work has been taken away. My co-workers
have dispersed and gone ther own different ways. I feel I am
an orphan. I have no place here My son in Indu 15 my only
solaée. But they have refused to let me go to India......

My diary, my diary, what shall I do? T have nobody to
give me counsel. T always used o quarrel with P—sbour my

128



EBBING TIDE

“mndependence”. No, P— no, I need your guiding hand. 1

know [ cannot get along without you.........

What a shock 1t was when the news first reached me........
St K—must have kanown aboue 1 for quite & tume.  Now witen

I go over the details, I realise how constderate he has been

The scene of the last moments of P—haunt’ me The
piceure stood up before my eyes when K——related 1. It has

never left me  The words resound in my cars :

“They had tried to blow up a big ammunition dump of the
enemy He had known there was danger involved. That was
why he refused to allow any of his colleagues to do the final job.
It was beyond the Burma border, on Indian soil thac he met his
death  You must not grieve because he did not gieve When
they found him after the successful blow-up, he was lying 1 a
ditch with his left hand blown off and severe njuries on hus body
He knew he would not lise  So he has sent a message to you and
to all hus co-workers  “Keep bravely on—Do not falter 1n your
steps Tell M—, my brave wife, that [ have died 2 hero's death.
Mother India 15 calling me to-day. I know I have fulfilled my
duty by her. Netay, 1 have given my blood—I know this
blood will ispire other warriors—Do not tarry here, my friends
Do your job. I shall dic scon. The encmy shall never find me
alive I have dyed the road that will wke our Fay to Victory
and Freedom with my blood. The words of Newji come back to

me:
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*“Hamare jawan mardon La khun hamar Azadi ki qumac
hoga Hamare shatudon ke khun—-unkt bahadurt aur mardangi
~—se ht Hindustan ki mang pun ho sake g, Hindustanyon par
zulm-o-siam torhne wale Bartanys jabaron se adle ka badla sief
khun schs liya ja sake ga—Ja1t Hind 1 »

And as he finished, he drew his re
human effgre put the muzzle in hys
tgger i

volver and wich super
mouth and pressed the

‘Jas Hind Jat Hind |, Ja "
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senior officers will all be tken to India and wied by courts

martialieverorree <

v June 5, 1945

My di;ry. before you I shall confess. I am a broken woman,
1 have sustained a blow from which I shall never recaver. The
thoughts of P— haunt me day and night. Every famfiar object
in the house recalls memories—his pipc./ixis clothes, his seat at

the dinner table. I hear his voice all over the houseuniee
I have wept—my pillow has been wet through and through
now for two consecutive nights and days. To whom can I turn
for solace and comfort? Everything that mattered in lfe seems
to have lost its edge. I have to struggle to keep my mind away
from thoughts of suicide......... What a fate, oh God, what a fate
did you store up for me?” How did I deserve this?  Whatever
I have loved and admired and pined for has been snatched away
«from me with a single blow. I loved my P—— with feelings dearer
than life. Now he 1s gone,~—gone for ever! I loved the
struggle for India’s freedom , we had worked for 1t jointly, That
w00 15 now lost. My work has been taken away. My co-workers
have dispersed and gone therr own different ways. [ feel I am
an orphan. [ have na place here. My miu[l:\;ha.ismy onky
solale, But they have refused to let me go to Indiau
My diary, my dary, what shall 1 do? I have nobody:. to
give me counsel. I always.used-to quarrel with P—abour thy
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“independence ™. No, P— no, 1 need your guding hand. 1

know I cannot gee along without you.........

What a shock 1t was when the news first reached me........
Stt K—must have known about it for quite a time.  Now when

I go over the details, I realise how considerate he has been

The scene of the last moments of P-—haunt” me. The
picture stood up before my eyes when K—related 1t It has

never feft me  The words resound 1n my cars *

“They had tried to blow up a big ammunition dump of the
enemy He had known there was danger involved. Thar was
why he refused to allow any of his colleagues to do the final job
It was beyond the Burma border, on Indian soil that he met his
death  You must not grieve becausc he did not grieve When
they found hum after the successful blow up, he was lying 1 a
ditch with hus left hand blown off and severe injuries on tis body
He knew he would not Iine.  So he has sent a message to you and
to all his co-workers  “Keep bravely on—Do not falter 1n your
steps Tell M—, my brave wife, that I have died a hero's death,
Mother India is calling me today I know I have fulfilled my
daty by bher. Netay, I have given my blood—I know this
blood will mspire other watriors.—Do not tarry here, my fricnds
Do your job. I shall die soon. The enemy shall never find me
alive. [ have dyed the road chac will take our Fauj to Vicory
and Freedom with my blood.  The words of Netaji come back to

me;
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*Hamare jawan-mardon ha hhun hamari Azadi hi qumac
hoga. Hamare shaluden ke Lhun—unki bahaduri aur mardang:
—~se h1 Hindustan ki mang pun ho sake gi.  Hindustanyon par
zulm-o-siam tothne wale Bartanvi jabaron se adle ha badla suf
khun schs liya ja sake ga—Jai Hind 1"

And as he finshed, he drew his revolver and with super-
human effort pur the muzzle 1n hus mouth and pressed che
tgEeL...., "

* Ja Hind <. JaHmd ...l Ja .o
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December 7, 1941 .
February 15, 1942 .
June 24, 1942 -t

November—
December, 1942 .o

April 18, 1943 .
July 4, 1943 .

July 5, 1943 .
August 25, 1943 .
October, 21, 1943 .
October 22, 1943 .

October 25, 1943 .

November 8, 1943 ..

December 30, 1943 .
January 8, 1944 .

\
March 18, 1844 .

March 22, 1944 .o
July 4, 1944 .
August 21, 1944 .
December—

January, 1945 .
Aprit 24, 1945 .o
May 3, 1845 4 .

War begins in Far East,
Singapore falls to the Japs.

Indian Independence League
maugurated,

Crisis over Penang Swaraj
Institute & Azad Hind Fauy

L L L on War-foohng.

Sr1 Subhas Bose
—President, I L L.

Azad Hmd Fauj ,
announced to the World.

Sr1 Subhas Bose—
Sepah-Salar of the Fauj.

Arz: Hukumut-e-Azad Hind
established. ™

Ram Jhansi Regiment Camp
augurated.

‘War declared on the
British Empire & the US.A.

Andamans & Nicobar
transfered to Azad Hind
Government.

Tricolour hoisted at Port Blair.

Advance Headquarters at
Rangoon; Gen. Loganadan
—Chief Commuissioner,
Shaheed Isles

Fauj crosses into India.

Gen. Chattern-first Govemnor,
Taberated Areas mn India.

“Netaj: Week” commences.,

Miltary operations suspended
due to monsoon.

Second Campaign by the Fauj.
Azad Hind Government leaves
Rangoon for Bangkok,
Fauy surrenders Rangoon to

the British.



